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So today, the birth appearance ceremony of Lord
Kṛṣṇa. In the Bhagavad-gītā the Lord says: 

janma karma me divyaṁ yo jānāti tattvataḥ tyaktvā
dehaṁ  punar janma naiti mām eti kaunteya

(BG 4.9)
"My dear Arjuna, any person who simply tries to
understand about My transcendental birth or
appearance and disappearance and activities, janma
karma" The Personality of Godhead is not niṣkriya,
without activities. So anyone who can understand that
what kind of activities the Lord has and what kind of
birth He accepts, simply by understanding these two
things one gets wonderful result. What is that?
Tyaktvā deham.

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

Kṛṣṇa says, patraṁ
puṣpaṁ phalaṁ toyaṁ

yo me bhaktyā
prayacchati (BG 9.26):
"Any person who gives

Me a little fruit, little
flower, little water, but

with devotion, bhaktyā .
. ." that is the only
qualification.......

FROM THE DESK
OF THE

FOUNDER
ĀCĀRYA

By quitting this body, tyaktvā dehaṁ  punar janma naiti (BG 4.9), he does not take any more birth in
this material world. Tyaktvā dehaṁ  punar janma naiti. Some of us may think that punar janma naiti
means he becomes vanquished. No. Punar janma naiti, but mām eti, "He does not come to this
material world, but he comes to Me." Mām eti. Mām eti means, then, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead has got His place, abode, where we can go, simply by understanding the nature of His
appearance and activities. Janmāṣṭamī, when Lord Kṛṣṇa appeared five thousand years ago in India,
Mathurā. Those who are Indian ladies and gentlemen present, they know very well where is
Mathurā. It is about ninety miles south of New Delhi. Mathurā is still existing, and it is eternally
existing. Kṛṣṇa appeared in Mathurā in His maternal uncle's house in a very precarious condition.
That birthplace, Lord Kṛṣṇa's birthplace, is now maintained very nicely. One who goes to India, they
see. So anyway, Lord Kṛṣṇa appeared on this planet five thousand years ago.
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Now Kṛṣṇa says, janma karma me divyam (BG 4.9). Divyam means "not ordinary." It should not be
understood just like we take our birth. Kṛṣṇa does not take His birth like us. 
In another place Kṛṣṇa says, patraṁ  puṣpaṁ  phalaṁ  toyaṁ  yo me bhaktyā prayacchati (BG
9.26): "Any person who gives Me a little fruit, little flower, little water, but with devotion,
bhaktyā . . ." that is the only qualification. So Kṛṣṇa says, tayā bhaktyā upāhṛtam aṣnāmi: "Because
he brings it with devotion and faith and love, I eat." Kṛṣṇa eats. We are offering in the temple
prasādam. So He eats, because He says "I eat." How you can say that He does not eat?
Some gentleman asked me that, "Swāmījī, you offer prasādam in the temple, but do you think Kṛṣṇa
or God eats?" I answered, "Yes, why not? He says, 'I eat.' How you can say He does not eat? But you
do not know how He eats."Due to poor fund of knowledge, you think that God does not eat. But eat . .
. His eating process is different. That is answered in the Brahma-saṁ hitā. Brahma-saṁ hitā, it is said,
aṅ gāni yasya sakalendriya-vṛtti-manti (Bs. 5.32). God's senses, Kṛṣṇa's senses, are as powerful
as other senses. Just like I can see with my eyes, but Kṛṣṇa can eat also with His eyes. That is . . .
aṅ gāni yasya sakalendriya-vṛtti-manti.
So this bhakti, devotional service of Kṛṣṇa, is so nice. And under that bhakti category, this
Janmāṣṭamī . of course, this Janmāṣṭamī ceremony is observed by all Hindus. Irrespective of
becoming Vaiṣṇava or not, this ceremony is observed in India, every home. Today is a great
ceremonial day.
So our program is, at twelve o'clock night the Lord will take birth and we shall receive Him. And just
now it is ten o'clock. For two hours our program will continue in kīrtana. Kīrtana means sometimes
chanting with music and sometimes speaking. Both of them are kīrtana. Kīrtayati iti kīrtanam.
Whenever we glorify the Lord, that is called kīrtana. The Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam reading is also
kīrtana.  Vaiyāsakī, Śukadeva Gosvāmī, he achieved the highest perfection, liberation, simply by
reciting Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. Śrī-viṣṇu-śravane parīkṣit. Parīkṣit Mahārāja, he simply heard.
There are nine processes of devotional service: śravanaṁ  kīrtanaṁ  viṣṇoḥ smaraṇaṁ  pāda-
sevanam. Chanting, hearing . . . first hearing, then chanting. Without hearing, nobody can chant.
Śravanaṁ  kīrtanam. And what sort of śravanaṁ  kīrtanam? Viṣṇoḥ, of Viṣṇu. Not anything else.

śravanaṁ  kīrtanaṁ  viṣṇoḥsmaraṇaṁ  pāda-sevanam
arcanaṁ  vandanaṁ  dāsyaṁ sakhyam ātmā-nivedanam

(SB 7.5.23)
Śrī viṣṇu śravane parīkṣit. Just like Mahārāja Parīkṣit, he simply executed the function of hearing, he
got perfection. Similarly, abhavad vaiyāsakī kīrtane (Brs. 1.2.265) Vaiyāsakī means Śukadeva
Gosvāmī, he simply glorified the Lord. Prahlādaḥ smarane. Prahlāda Mahārāja, he was simply
meditating. There are many examples. Simply by following one principle of this devotional service,
they got the highest perfectional life, liberation, back to home, back to Godhead.

Lord Sri  Krsna's Appearance Day  Montreal,  (August 16,  1968)
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BY SRILA PRABHUPADAJANMASTAMI SPECIAL

The appearance
anniversary of Lord Sri

Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead

Transcendental Nature of Kṛṣṇa
The sound of Kṛṣṇa is transcendental, embodying the
highest pleasure sought by all living beings. However, our
materialistic view often leads us to frustration in seeking
true pleasure, as we lack understanding of the real level
where true pleasure resides. We have been learning that we
are not merely bodies but pure souls temporarily residing in
material bodies. Modern material science often neglects this
spiritual dimension, leading to misconceptions about our
true identity.

Consciousness and Spiritual Identity
Consciousness is a symptom of our real identity as pure
soul, now encased in a material body. The Bhagavad-gītā
teaches us to elevate our consciousness to avoid being
trapped in bodily conception. Acting from a higher level of
consciousness can free us from material contamination and
allow us to attain eternal spiritual life after death. Pure
consciousness ensures that our next life will be spiritual,
while impure consciousness will lead to another material
existence.

Material and Spiritual Bodies
The physical body is akin to a shirt and coat for the soul, with mind, intelligence, and false ego as its
layers. False ego, or the misconception of being matter and localized, limits our understanding.
Identifying ourselves as nationalities or other designations is an illusion; our true identity is as pure
soul, unaffected by these material labels.

Bhagavata Pradipika 05
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Omnipotence of Kṛṣṇa
The International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON) aims to keep
individuals connected with Kṛṣṇa, who, being
omnipotent, can be present through His
divine words. Unlike material objects,
Kṛṣṇa’s name, qualities, and words are one
with Him, providing the same spiritual
satisfaction. Kṛṣṇa is present through His
words in sacred texts, making the discussion
of the Bhagavad-gītā as potent as direct
interaction with Him.

Presence Through Sacred Texts 
Critics may question how Kṛṣṇa's guidance is
available today, but He is present through His
words, such as the Bhagavad-gītā and
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. Just as different
religions revere their scriptures as
representations of the divine, these texts
serve as Kṛṣṇa’s presence and guidance. This
omnipotence means that discussing Kṛṣṇa
through these texts is as effective as direct
interaction with Him.

Spiritual Practice and Liberation
The practice of hearing and chanting Kṛṣṇa’s holy names purifies the heart and elevates
spiritual consciousness. By engaging in Kṛṣṇa kathā (topics about Kṛṣṇa), we cleanse the
accumulated material contamination from our hearts. This spiritual practice helps us
transcend false bodily designations and understand our true identity.

Modes of Material Nature
Material nature operates in three modes: goodness, passion, and ignorance. By hearing Kṛṣṇa
kathā, we rise from ignorance and passion to the mode of goodness, where we gain real
knowledge and understanding. This elevation from the modes of ignorance and passion
brings true happiness, unlike the temporary and misguided pleasures of material existence.

Bhagavata Pradipika 06
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True Happiness and Spiritual Realization
True happiness is found in the mode of goodness, where one can understand the
nature of existence and the self. Material pursuits and artificial means of happiness,
like intoxication, are transient and ultimately unsatisfactory. Spiritual realization
leads to a state where one is free from hankering and lamentation, understanding
that true pleasure comes from connection with the Supreme.

Transcendental Work and the Supreme
In the Bhagavad-gītā, Kṛṣṇa advises performing duties without attachment to
results, recognizing oneself as part of the supreme consciousness. By working with
this understanding, we transcend the dualities of good and bad actions and remain
unaffected by the reactions of our work. This transcendental approach frees us from
the bondage of birth, death, disease, and old age.

The Goal of Human Life
Human life is meant to seek a solution to the fundamental problems of birth, death,
disease, and old age. The Bhagavad-gītā emphasizes that liberation from these
issues is achieved through transcendental activities, which involve acting in
accordance with spiritual consciousness and not being attached to material results.

Conclusion
The thoughtful person
understands that they are not
the body but part of the
supreme consciousness. By
adopting a spiritual approach
to life and work, one
transcends material
limitations and attains the
ultimate goal of life—union
with the Supreme, Kṛṣṇa, the
reservoir of eternal pleasure
and bliss.

Bhagavata Pradipika 07
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In the courtyard of Mother Yashoda, there is an effulgent monsoon cloud,
And assembled there, to see His charming smile, is an enormous crowd.

When His lips touch His flute, nectar is produced in great showers,
Animals and Vrajavasis are enchanted, while the demigods shower flowers.

Beware, He can plunder away the hearts of all, and is also an experienced
makhan chor,
Drowning in the bhavasagar, if you chant His names, He will surely take you to
the other shore.

He goes from house to house, stealing butter from the Gopis of Vrindavan.
And when they complain to Mother Yashoda, the mischief monger is surely on
the run!

His eyes are like lotus petals, His glances are like pearls,
He goes around with His mischief, teasing Gopi girls.

He is none other than Lord Krishna, the ultimate beauty personified,
But He is helpless before His devotees, as, with ropes of love he is tied.

His Appearance Day is coming round the corner, and prayers we must make,
We must celebrate this day with a pure heart, and not just cut a cake.

T h e  M o n s o o n
C l o u d  o f  N e c t a r

K
I
D
S

O
R
N
E
R

By Kamakshi, Grade 4

A POEM
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King Kulaśekhara prays to Lord Kṛṣṇa saying that,
“O Lord, I have no attachment for religiosity, or for
accumulating wealth, or enjoying sense
gratification. Let them come, as they inevitably
may, according to my past deeds. However, I ask
for this cherished boon: birth after birth, let me
render unflinching devotional service unto Your
two lotus feet.” The Lord wonders, ‘What is so
special about My feet, which makes all these
exalted devotees attracted to Them? Surely, they
are not fools to be attracted to something not so
attractive.’ This is the glory of the lotus feet of the
Lord- even He cannot imagine how much
sweetness is stored in His lotus feet. (He takes the
form of vata-patra-śāhi).  The sweetness in the Lord
cannot be calculated by anyone, including He
Himself.

What a devotee
desires ?

By Kartik 
grade 8

nāsthā dharme na vasu-nicaye naiva kāmopabhoge
yad bhāvyaḿ  tad bhavatu bhagavan pūrva-karmānurūpaḿ
etat prārthyaḿ  mama bahu mataḿ  janma-janmāntare 'pi

tvat-pādāmbhoruha-yuga-gatā niścalā bhaktir astu 
Mukunda Mala Stotra 5

Whether it is His dealing with the gopīs of Vraja, or His interactions with the Pāṇḍavas in
Hastināpura, or any other pastime, in any planet, in any universe, in the material or spiritual
world, everything about Lord Kṛṣṇa is much sweeter than we can perceive it to be. A devotee is
not a ‘businessman’. He does not have an ‘I-gave-you-so-you-give-me’ relationship with the Lord.
He is simple and non-duplicitous, simply relishing the unfathomable nectar he receives from
the service of the lotus feet of the Lord. He has a one-point, undivided focus in serving the Lord
and considers everything no better than straw unless it can be used in the Lord’s service.
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And who is better than the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Kṛṣṇa, the all-attractive, the
reservoir of all auspicious qualities and rasas? The only person we can say who surely won’t cheat us,
no matter what, the one who will always be our loyal friend and will reciprocate to our love and
devotion much more than what we can fathom. Mother Sunīti, Dhruva Mahārāja’s mother, tells him
that the Lord would give him the love of more than a million ordinary mothers combined. This is the
ultimate satisfaction a soul receives from the service unto the Lord.

Therefore, during this birthday season of the Lord, let us pray unto Him for the service unto His lotus
feet, taste for such service and shelter over there. (He distributes extra mercy during the time of
Janmāṣṭamī)

 He dismisses the four purusharthas, namely
dharma, artha, kāma and mokṣa. He does not
desire any amount of knowledge, bodily beauty,
power, fame, position, opulence, influence, mystic
powers or even liberation. He is just focused on
the service unto the Lord, or bhakti (the
pancama-purushartha). As Vṛtrāsura prays to the
Lord, “O Lord, the source of all opportunities, I
do not desire to enjoy in Dhruvaloka, the
heavenly planets, or the planet where Brahmā
resides. I do not want to be the supreme ruler of
the Earth, or that of the lower planetary systems.
I do not desire to be the master of mystic
perfection or even liberation if I have to give up
Your feet.” Such is the mood of a devotee: he
values the lotus feet of the Lord more than any
other possible benediction. What is this nectar?
Well, it is repeatedly emphasised in the
scriptures that all living beings are created in a
way that they are meant to serve someone nor
the other- it is the need of the soul. Most
mundane people want to enjoy and ignore this
fact. The suppressed longing of the soul becomes
so intense that they end up serving lower
creatures like dogs and cats. The devotees,
however, are much wiser. They do not suppress
this desire to serve. 

Here, King Kulaśekhara is showing what a true Vaiṣṇava desires from the Lord. This may be
inconceivable to the non-devotees or neophyte devotees, but this is the ultimate, cherished desire
of a Vaiṣṇava. 

Bhagavata Pradipika 10
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Bharata Mahārāja, who was the son
of Ṛṣabhadeva, performed various
sacrifices with devotion to Lord
Kṛṣṇa. He ruled his kingdom
righteously for many years before
renouncing his throne and family to
meditate at Pulaha-āśrama.

By meditating with devotion to the
Lord, Mahārāja Bharata attained
bhāva. Sometimes when King
Bharata meditated on Lord Hari, the
Lord appeared before Bharata out of
His own mercy.

The Importance
of Devotee

Association

By
Gaurangi
grade 8

One day, while meditating by the Gaṇḍakī River, he saw a pregnant deer drinking
water from the river. Suddenly, a lion roared, and in fear, the deer jumped across the
river, giving birth before dying. Feeling compassion towards the motherless fawn,
Bharata took it to his āśrama and took care of it.

While this feeling of compassion was justified, Bharata Mahārāja unknowingly began
to prioritise the deer over his spiritual life. He saw the deer as helpless and
dependent on him. This misplaced compassion for the deer, based on the bodily
concept of life, distracted him. Śrīla Prabhupāda explains here that true compassion
is uplifting others to spiritual consciousness. If Bharata Mahārāja had been in the
association of devotees, they would have reminded him of his real occupation. The
lack of devotee association caused him to thus stray from his spiritual goal. Even
advanced devotees like Haridāsa Ṭhākura, who were very determined and always 
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kept focused, wanted the association of Caitanya Mahāprabhu to stay strong in
devotional service. Devotees provide encouragement, support, and reminders to keep
one's focus on Kṛṣṇa. The power of devotee association cannot be overshadowed; it
protects one's spiritual journey and keeps one aligned with their spiritual goals.

Māyā diverted Bharata Mahārāja through his misplaced compassion for the deer.
When Bharata left his body, he was thinking of the deer and was thus reborn as a
deer. However, he was not an ordinary deer; he remembered his past life and
remained determined in devotional service. In his deer body, he went to Pulaha-
āśrama, associated with sages, and only ate their remnants.

Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu also says (Caitanya-caritāmṛta Madhya 22.83):

kṛṣṇa-bhakti-janma-mūla haya ‘sādhu-saṅ ga’
 kṛṣṇa-prema janme, teṅ ho punaḥ mukhya aṅ ga

‘“The root cause of devotional service to Lord Kṛṣṇa is association with advanced
devotees. Even when one’s dormant love for Kṛṣṇa awakens, association with
devotees is still most essential.’

Śrīla Prabhupāda has established ISKCON so we can take most benefit of sadhu-
saṅ ga. We should take this priceless opportunity to perfect our lives and go back
home back to Godhead.

This association with sages
helped Deer Bharata remain
spiritually advanced. In his next
life, he was born as Jaḍa
Bharata, who remembered his
past two lives. Despite
undergoing many unpleasant
experiences, Jaḍa Bharata kept
his focus on the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.  Bharat
Mahārāja's story shows the vital
need of devotee association
even in an advanced stage of
bhakti. 

Bhagavata Pradipika 12
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BHAKTI QUALIFIES ONE FOR ETERNAL LIFE

VERSE OF THE MONTH

ŚB 10.82.44
mayi bhaktir hi bhūtānām

amṛtatvāya kalpate
diṣṭyā yad āsīn mat-sneho
bhavatīnāṁ mad-āpanaḥ

Rendering devotional service to Me qualifies any living
being for eternal life. But by your good fortune you have
developed a special loving attitude toward Me, by which

you have obtained Me.

Bhagavata Pradipika 13
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August 8 - Disappearance Day of Sri Raghunandan Thakura

August 17- Disappearance Day of Srila Rupa Goswami

August 8 - Disappearance Day of Sri Vamsidasa Babaji

Mukunda Dasa asked his son, Raghunandana, to offer raja bhoga to
their Deity, Gopinatha. With devotion, Raghunandana instructed the
Deity to "Eat, eat!" and cried when the food remained. Touched by his
devotion, Gopinatha ate everything. Upon returning, Mukunda,
astonished by the empty plate, asked Raghunandana to offer again and
secretly watched as Gopinatha ate half a laddhu. Mukunda, filled with
emotion, embraced his son. In Jagannatha Puri, Lord Gauranga asked
Mukunda who was the father. Mukunda replied that Raghunandana,
showing him pure Krishna consciousness, was his father.
Raghunandana is Kandar-pa-manjari or Pradyumna in Krishna lila.

HONORING SACRED DAYS 
Shravana - Bhadrapada Masa (August)

Shri Rupa Goswami wrote profound transcendental books and
established the Deities Shri-Shri Radha-Govindaji, beloved by the
Gaudiya sampradaya. Through extensive Vedic research, he proved
Shri Chaitanya's teachings as the highest philosophy. Gaudiya
Vaishnavas, known as rupanugas, aspire to serve Shri Rupa
Goswami's lotus feet. Shri Narottama Dasa Thakura sings, "The feet
of Shri Rupa-manjari (Rupa Goswami's eternal form as Shri Radha's
maidservant in Vraja) are my only wealth and the object of my
worship."

Vamsidas Babaji, a revered Gaudiya Vaishnav sadhu, lived
reclusively in Navadwip, focusing on serving his deities with
devotion. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur ensured
Vamsidas was supplied with necessities. Babaji’s life was
marked by intense, personal interactions with his deities,
often appearing eccentric to others. He traveled to holy
places, absorbed in Krishna's pastimes. Once, he rebuked his
deities and threw them into the Ganga over a fleeting desire
for fish. He emphasized pure devotion, advising a seeker to
"weep for Him" to realize God.

Bhagavata Pradipika 14
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Lord Balarama, the first personal expansion
of Lord Krishna, is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead's elder brother. In Krishna's
pastimes, Balarama assists and participates
in various activities, especially as cowherd
boys in Vrindavana. Balarama, identical to
Krishna but different in form, is the original
spiritual master (adi-guru) and the source of
the entire spiritual world.
Balarama assumes five forms to serve
Krishna: Vasudeva, Sankarshana,
Pradyumna, Aniruddha, and Lord Sesa.
One must receive Balarama's mercy to
approach Krishna. When Krishna
descended to the material world 5,000
years ago, Balarama preceded Him,
reflecting their intimate relationship.
Balarama was transferred from Devaki’s
womb to Rohini’s, ensuring His safety from
Kamsa. Born in Gokul, He was named
Rama by Garga Muni, later known as
Balarama for His immense strength and
Sankarshana for His transfer between
wombs.

Balarama, at sixteen, is youthful with a fair, crystal-like complexion, adorned with blue garments, forest
flower garlands, and splendid jewelry. His beauty is captivating, his strength formidable, capable of
defeating armies of demons. Though knowing Krishna's power, Balarama, out of love, never leaves Him
alone in the forest.
In pastimes, Balarama slayed the demon Dhenukasura in Talavana and the disguised Pralambasura. He
was glorified by Krishna, who acknowledged Balarama's devotion even among the demigods. Balarama
also chastised Yamuna Devi for not responding to His call and humbled the Kauravas when they
insulted Him and the Yadavas.
Balarama married Revati from Satya Yuga by shrinking her size to fit Dvapara Yuga's stature. He
remained neutral during the Mahabharata, teaching both Duryodhana and Bhima the art of mace
warfare, though he was angered by Bhima's deceitful killing of Duryodhana.
Balarama also killed the proud Romaharshana, appointing his son Suta as the leader for a yajna. As the
eternal companion of Krishna, Balarama serves in various forms, demonstrating the ideal service
attitude. He appeared as Lakshmana with Rama and Nityananda Prabhu with Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.
Aspiring devotees must seek Balarama's mercy for spiritual progress.

Bhagavata Pradipika 15
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ANALOGY ARENA

A desert requires oceans of water to satisfy
it, and if only a drop of water is supplied,
what is its use?

Similarly, the living entity is part and parcel
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who, as stated in the Vedānta-sūtra, is
ānandamayo ’bhyāsāt, full of enjoyment.
Being part and parcel of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the living entity is
also seeking complete enjoyment. However,
complete enjoyment cannot be achieved
separate from the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. 

A deer may become absorbed in the
musical sounds vibrated by the hunter, but
the result is that it loses its life. 

In the human form of life he gets an
opportunity to enjoy all his senses
pervertedly, but the result is that he
becomes so harassed in his attempted
sense gratification that he ultimately
becomes morose. As he tries to satisfy his
senses more and more, he becomes more
and more entangled.
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Upcoming
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Self paced
courses

with
pre-recorded

sessions

with
pre-recorded

sessions
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Get Your Copy on

Click on the link to purchase

Get your copy on

Click on this link to purchase
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