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By A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

FROM THE DESK OF THE FOUNDER ĀCĀRYAFROM THE DESK OF THE FOUNDER ĀCĀRYA

Our ultimate goal shall be to become the dust of
the lotus feet of Śrī Śrī Rūpa and Raghunātha
Goswāmīns. You should all work conjointly
under the guidance of your spiritual master with
a view to serve the Absolute Knowledge, the
Personality of Godhead. You should live
somehow or other without any quarrel in this
mortal world only for the service of Godhead. Do
not please give up the service of Godhead in spite
of all dangers, all criticisms, and all discomforts.
Do not be disappointed for most people in the
world do not serve the Personality of Godhead;
do not give up your own service which is your
everything and all, neither reject the process of
chanting and hearing of the transcendental Holy
Name of Godhead. You should always chant the
transcendental Name of Godhead with patience
and forbearance like a tree and humbleness like a
straw.
We wish that this mass of our body of flesh and
blood may be sacrificed at the altar of preaching
the saṅkīrtana Movement (congregational
chanting of the Holy Name of Godhead)
propagated by Lord Caitanya. We are not
desirous of becoming a hero of work or a
reformer of religion, but our reality may be
identified with the dust of the Lotus Feet of Śrī
Rūpa and Raghunātha for that is our everything.
The flow of the transcendental tide of the
attraction of devotion will never be blocked, and
you with your all energy shall devote yourself for
fulfilling the desire of Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta
Sarasvatī Ṭhākura.

There are many amongst you who are well
qualified and able workers. We have no other
desire whatsoever. There are certainly many
difficulties while we are in this mortal world but
it is not our business simply to be overwhelmed
with those difficulties or to try to overcome them
only. We must know even during the duration of
our present life, as to what we shall gain after
overcoming all those difficulties of life and what
shall be the mode of our permanent existence.
We must make an adjustment of all things that
evoke our love and hatred and for those that we
want and do not want. Attachment and
detachment of this mortal world will engage us
more and more as we become farther and farthest
from the Lotus Feet of Śrī Kṛṣṇa.

When we are able to transcend the position of
attachments and detachments of this mortal world
and be attracted with the Holy Name of
Godhead, it is then only we can understand the
import of the transcendental service of Śrī Kṛṣṇa,
the Personality of Godhead. At the first instance
the subject Kṛṣṇa is startling and perplexing to us.
Everyone who is called by the name 'man' is
more or less struggling knowingly or
unknowingly to eliminate those invading
elements that are baffling our conception of
eternal need. It is our only duty to enter into the
kingdom of eternal need.

The Message of His Divine Grace
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Healthy fear of distractions, honest focus on goals and heartfelt prayers for protection keep us safe on the path of
spiritual life.

One fine day, Lord Caitanya started for His
monumental journey to South India, having
received the consent of the devotees at Jagannath
Puri. He bade farewell to the devotees, who fell
unconscious in separation from Him. Although
He Himself was perturbed while parting with His
devotees, the Lord walked ahead, sadly. Kala
Krishnadas, His servant, followed Him behind
holding His water pot and garments.

THE POWER OF DISTRACTIONS 

 Lord Caitanya visited several places like Kurma-
kshetra, Vidyanagar, Ahobilam, Tirupati,
Kanchipuram, Sri Rangam, Madurai and so on.
He gave His nourishing mercy and association to
several devotees including Kurma bhahmana,
Vasudev, Ramanand Rai, Venkata Bhat, Ramadas
and others. Wherever He travelled, He loudly
chanted the holy names of Krishna and induced
the people of South India also to chant in ecstasy.
Thus they reached a place called Vetapani.

At Vetapani, there was a group of nomads or
gypsies called the Bhattatharis. The Bhattatharis
used to increase their numbers by using women
to allure outsiders. They attracted Kala Krishnadas
by employing some women. Krishnadas was
simple and gentle by nature, but they polluted his
intelligence by virtue of their bad association.
Allured by them, Krishnadas went to their place
early in the morning. Maya or the illusory energy
is so strong that Kala Krishnadas left Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s company to join the gypsy women. 

In this world we are amidst innumerable distractions
that deviate our minds from our goals. Slight
inattentive-ness could create a serious disaster.
Attentiveness constitutes a consistent effort to bring
the mind back when distracted.

If a poor man somehow gets some good financial
support, he should be careful in spending the
money without wasting it. If a chronically ill
person fortunately improves his health by
prescribed medicines, diet and lifestyle, he should
be cautious to maintain it by not going back to
unhealthy habits. Similarly, a spiritual seeker
(sadhaka) who fortunately receives the rare
opportunity to associate with the Supreme Lord
and His devotees should be careful enough not to
lose it. To the extent we value something, to that
extent we fear losing it. Healthy fear of maya is
recommended for sadhakas. Otherwise powerful
distractions could overwhelm an inattentive
practitioner at any time. 

Unless one is very conscientious, the distractions in
this world can drag one away, even from a most
protected situation. What to speak of others who are
unprotected? 

God is supremely independent. As tiny parts of
God, we also have a slight independence. God
bestows upon us this minute independence and
doesn’t interfere with it. When we use it to love
and serve the Supreme Lord Krishna, we progress
towards His loving association. 
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But if we use it to enjoy petty and insubstantial
pleasures in this temporary world of misery, we
remain here. The choice is ours. The case of Kala
Krishnadas is factual evidence to show that if one
misuses one’s independence, one can fall down
from the Lord’s association at any time.

Success or failure in life depends on how
effectively we use our minute independence given
by God. 
One needs to be determined not to fall victim to
maya

SERVED BY THE MASTER

Although Krishnadas left the association of Lord
Caitanya, Lord Caitanya didn’t disown
Krishnadas. When Kala Krishnadas went to the
Bhattatharis, allured by women, Lord Caitanya
also went there quickly and asked the
Bhattatharis, “Why are you keeping My
brahmana assistant? I am a sannyasi. Yet you are
purposefully giving Me pain, and I do not see any
good logic in this.”

God’s boundless compassion doesn’t allow Him to
disclaim His devotees, even if they sometimes act
against His will. 

The Bhattatharis came with many weapons from
all sides to attack Lord Caitanya. However, their
weapons fell from their hands and struck their
own bodies. Seeing some of them cut to pieces,
the others fled. Lord Caitanya grabbed Krishnadas
by the hair and took him away, while there was
much roaring and crying at the Bhattathari
community. Although it was Krishnadas who was
supposed to serve Lord Caitanya, now Lord
Caitanya rescued him. 

Kind masters serve even their servants out of
compassion. 
God keeps a watch on the actions of His children to
rescue them and reform them when they are distracted. 

Lord Caitanya and Kala Krishnadas both left that
place that very night.

SCORNED YET SHELTERED 

After visiting many other places, Lord Caitanya
concluded His South India tour. His return to
Jagannath Puri was marked by over joyous
celebration. The devotees stayed awake
throughout that night as Lord Caitanya narrated
the highlights of His pilgrimage. 

Afterwards Lord Caitanya called for Kala
Krishnadas and told His devotees, “Just consider
the character of this man. He left My company to
associate with the Bhattatharis, but I rescued him
and brought him here. He may go wherever he
likes, for I am no longer responsible for him.” As
a sannyasi trying to set exemplary standards, He
could not approve any inappropriate behavior of
His devotees. Later, when Lord Caitanya was
going to Vrindavan, he asked for a new assistant
who had a peaceful mind. Then the devotees had
sent a brahmana named Balabhadra Bhattacharya
with the Lord. Being thus rejected by Lord
Caitanya, Krishnadas became very, very sorry and
began to cry. 
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But the Lord, not caring for him, left for His
lunch. Lord Caitanya seemed to be unkind and
indifferent to Krishnadas who was crying. But if
we carefully consider His dealings with Krishandas
so far, we can appreciate His deep compassion.
The Lord didn’t reject Krishnadas at Vetapani
where he was distracted by the gypsy women. He
allowed Krishnadas to travel with Him for the rest
of the pilgrimage and brought him in the midst of
other devotees and then rejected him. Because
when the Lord denies shelter, His kind devotees
offer shelter. 

The devotees imbibe the Lord’s mood of compassion
and give shelter to the fallen, on the Lord’s behalf. And
the Lord allows His dear devotees to take the credit for
being the representatives of His compassion. 

Seeing the repentant Krishnadas, the devotees
headed by Nityananda, Jagadananda, Mukunda
and Damodara took compassion upon him. They
considered a plan, “We want a person to go to
Bengal to inform Sachidevi, the mother of Lord
Caitanya, about His return from South India tour
to Puri. Devotees like Advaita Prabhu and Srivas
Thakur will certainly come to see Him. Let us send
Krishnadas to Bengal.” Thus they assured
Krishnadas and encouraged him by mercifully
engaging Him in the Lord’s service. 

Devotees are more merciful than the Lord, because even
though a person is rejected by the Lord, the devotees do
not reject him, but give him assurance and
encouragement and engage him in the Lord’s service
again.

Rejected Man Becomes Recipient of Blessings
 

Kala Krishnadas went to Navadvipa and saw
Sachimata, offered her obeisances, delivered Lord
Jagannath’s maha-prasada and informed her of Lord
Caitanya’s return from South India. Sachimata and
the devotees headed by Srivas Thakur were so
pleased to hear this news. Krishnadas next went to
Advaita Acharya and informed Him of the news. In
ecstasy of love, Advaita danced and chanted for a
long time. Many devotees like Haridas Thakur,
Vasudev Datt, Murari Gupta, Sivanand Sen,
Acaryaratna, Vakreshvar Pandit Gadadhar Pandit
and others became very pleased. 

For the ardent lovers of Lord Caitanya who
experienced deep separation from Him for two
years when He was in South India tour, what
could be more pleasing to hear than the news
about the Lord’s return? It was the fortune of
Krishnadas to give them that news and become an
instrument of their joy and object of their
heartfelt blessings. All this was due to the
kindness of the four devotees who engaged
Krishnadas in this special service. 

One may supposedly experience pain due to one’s
deeds, but the benevolence of the devotees can turn
that pain into pristine pleasure.

All the Bengal devotees gathered at the house of
Advaita Acharya, who then held a festival that
lasted two or three days. Then they decided to go
to Jagannath Puri. They took Sachimata’s
permission and departed. 

This Chapter is based on Sri Caitanya Caritamrita
Madhya-lila Chapters 7-10 & 17 and Srila Prabhupada’s

purports. 
This article an excerpt from the book “Disapproved but not

Disowned” by Gauranga Darshan Das 
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How to Deal with Seniors, Equals, and Juniors

Seniors:

A person should treat seniors with respect, seek their blessings, and learn from them. For example,
Krishna always paid respects to Yudhishthira and Bhima. In the same way, one should also respect
and seek blessings from their seniors. People should be eager to learn from seniors and should not
be proud or overconfident. When Krishna was instructing Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna
did not accept Krishna as just his friend but regarded Him as his guru.

Equals:

A person should treat equals with respect, learn from them, and build friendships. They should
also share knowledge and support each other. For example, when Krishna met the Pandavas, He
treated Arjuna as a close friend, acknowledging him as an equal. In the same way, one should
follow Krishna’s example. This is where healthy competition begins—where individuals challenge
each other positively while remaining on the same level.

Juniors:

A person should treat juniors with compassion and offer a helping hand. One should not compete
with or bully juniors. Just as Krishna helped Nakula and Sahadeva and gave them His blessings,
we should also support and guide those younger than us.
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kids corner

Lessons Learned from the Following Characters:

Dhruva: Determination, following the guru’s instructions.
Uttānapāda: We should not be partial like him; we should
support and help our own children.
Sunīti: We should not wish harm upon those who harm us. She
guided her son toward Krishna. I learned the lesson of always
depending on Krishna.
Suruchi: We should not hurt others’ feelings with harsh words.



INTELLIGENT MEN IN KALI-YUGA 
WORSHIP LORD CHAITANYA
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VERSE
OF 
THE

MONTH

ŚB 11.5.32
kṛṣṇa-varṇaṁ tviṣākṛṣṇaṁ
sāṅgopāṅgāstra-pārṣadam

yajñaiḥ saṅkīrtana-prāyair
yajanti hi su-medhasaḥ

In the Age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congregational
chanting to worship the incarnation of Godhead who constantly

sings the names of Kṛṣṇa. Although His complexion is not blackish,
He is Kṛṣṇa Himself. He is accompanied by His associates, servants,

weapons and confidential companions.



Disappearance of Sri Madhavendra Puri

Festival of Jagannatha Misra

Appearance Day of Sri Srivasa Pandita22 Mar

15 Mar
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11 Mar

Śrī Madhavendra Purī, a great ācārya in the Gaudiya Vaishnava tradition,
disappeared on this sacred day. He was the spiritual master of Īśvara Purī
and the pioneer of deep, transcendental love for Kṛṣṇa. His devotion was so
intense that even Śrī Gopāla personally arranged milk for him. His heart
was filled with divine separation from Kṛṣṇa, setting the foundation for
Mahāprabhu’s mood of devotion. His disappearance is a moment of
remembrance and gratitude for his teachings. A pure devotee, he
discovered the deity of Gopāla in Govardhana and introduced heartfelt
devotional service. 

HONORING SACRED DAYS 
 Govinda - Vishnu  (March)

The Festival of Jagannātha Miśra, also known as Jagannātha Miśra
Mahotsava, is a joyous celebration marking the arrival of Śrī
Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Held the day after Gaura Pūrṇimā, this
festival commemorates the happiness of Mahāprabhu’s family and
devotees upon His birth. It is observed with kīrtana, feasting, and
sharing prasādam, reflecting the spirit of divine love and gratitude.
Devotees honor Śacī Mātā and Jagannātha Miśra’s parental devotion,
rejoicing in Mahāprabhu’s merciful descent.

Śrīvāsa Paṇḍita, a close associate of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, was a
pure-hearted devotee who played a key role in spreading the
saṅkīrtana movement. His home, Śrīvāsa-aṅgana, became the sacred
place where Mahāprabhu and His devotees performed ecstatic
kīrtana. Despite facing hardships, his faith never wavered. He
embodied devotion, humility, and surrender, teaching the world
that pure bhakti is beyond material difficulties. His appearance day
is a time to remember his unwavering love for Kṛṣṇa.



Then the proprietor would not feel
pleasure or pain if the car is damaged
or whatever. 
Similarly, the soul has nothing to do
with the body and the senses, but
due to ignorance, he identifies
himself with the body, and he feels
pleasure and pain due to bodily
pleasure and pain.

(SB 5.10.22)

Bhagavata Pradipika 10

You may put a pot of milk and rice within
fire, and the milk and rice are automatically

heated one after the other. 

Similarly, due to bodily pains and pleasures,
the senses, mind and soul are affected. The

soul cannot be completely detached from this
conditioning.

(SB 5.10.22)
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Get your copy on

Click on this link to purchase
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UPCOMING KID’S BOOKS

Bhagavatam Tales 1 (Telugu)
(తెలుగు)

https://www.amazon.in/dp/819628540X
https://cabh.in/product/baalala-bhagavata-kathalu/
https://gaurangadarshandas.com/bhagavata-pradipika-ezine/
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