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 But there is another place, dhāmnā svena
nirasta-kuhakam, free from illusion. Yet, here
we bow to bricks, stones, and iron. Especially
in Western countries, people place great value
on statues—another form of tejo-vāri-mṛdāṁ
vinimayaḥ (combinations of material elements).

When a Deity of the eternal form of Kṛṣṇa is
installed, no one bows. But they stand in line at
the British Museum to bow before a dead
body. It holds no value, yet they waste time
there. But when invited to a temple, they
object: "Oh, idol worship. Why should I go?"
This is illusion.

They are offering obeisances, but not to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Vyāsadeva
says, satyaṁ paraṁ dhīmahi—"I offer my
obeisances to the Supreme Absolute Truth."
There is no truth beyond that.
Kṛṣṇa confirms this in the Bhagavad-gītā (7.7):
mattaḥ parataraṁ nānyat kiñcid asti dhanañjaya
—“There is no truth superior to Me.” 

janmādy asya yato 'nvayād itarataś cārtheṣv abhijñaḥ svarāṭ
 tene brahma hṛdā ya ādi-kavaye muhyanti yat sūrayaḥ
 tejo-vāri-mṛdāṁ yathā vinimayo yatra tri-sargo 'mṛṣā

 dhāmnā svena sadā nirasta-kuhakaṁ satyaṁ paraṁ dhīmahi

Understanding the Source of All

By A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

FROM THE 
DESK OF THE 

FOUNDER ĀCĀRYA

Vyāsadeva is offering his obeisances to satyaṁ
param, the Absolute Supreme Truth—not to
relative truth. Everyone, in some way, offers
obeisances to someone. In our practical life, we
at least have to obey even a police constable.
On the street, if they say "Stop!" we must
comply. So how can anyone claim to avoid
obedience?

Some say, "We don’t believe in God. God is
dead. I am God." But even they must submit to
a small constable. This indicates that offering
obeisances is our inherent position.

However, we often offer obeisances to relative
truth. As explained here, tejo-vāri-mṛdāṁ
yathā vinimayo yatra tri-sargo 'mṛṣā—we are
bowing down to a temporary manifestation of
fire (tejaḥ), water (vāri), and earth (mṛt). We
take earth, mix it with water, bake it with fire,
and create bricks. Then we construct a
skyscraper and offer obeisances to it: “Oh, such
a big house—mine.”  This is called tri-sargo
'mṛṣā—a temporary creation.
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 Jīva Gosvāmī compiled six philosophical
treatises known as the Ṣaṭ Sandarbhas:
Tattva-sandarbha, Bhagavat-sandarbha,
Paramātma-sandarbha, Kṛṣṇa-sandarbha,
Bhakti-sandarbha, and Prīti-sandarbha.
These works are deeply philosophical, and it
is said that there is no philosopher in the
world who can refute the conclusions
presented in Jīva Gosvāmī’s six Sandarbhas.

We belong to the Gauḍīya-sampradāya, the
disciplic succession of Lord Caitanya
Mahāprabhu, and within this tradition, there
is a vast treasure of Vedic literature available
for those who wish to understand God
through philosophy, science, argument, and
logic. One such treasure is the Kṛṣṇa
Sandarbha, which thoroughly explains the
nature and supremacy of Kṛṣṇa.

Vyāsadeva thus offers obeisances to the One
above whom none exists. God means "the
controller." But in our experience, every
controller is controlled by another. Hence, no
one in this world is the absolute controller.
Therefore, none here is the Absolute Truth. But
there must be an Absolute Truth. As the verse
begins: janmādy asya yataḥ—the source of all
emanations.

What is that source? What is its nature? We must
accept the principle of cause and effect.
Everything has a cause. The Supreme Cause is
that which has no cause—sarva-kāraṇa-kāraṇam
[Brahma-saṁhitā 5.1].

I am caused by my father, he by his father, and so
on. Go back generation by generation—there
must be an ultimate father. Even if we can’t see
beyond a few generations, that doesn’t mean
there wasn’t a father further back. Reasonably, we
know that even the great-grandfather must have
had a father.

Therefore, Lord Brahmā is called pitāmaha
—“grandfather,” as he is the first created being in
this universe and begot many children. All living
entities were born of Brahmā. He is the sṛṣṭi-
kartā, or "creator of the universe." And there are
innumerable universes, each with a Brahmā.
But all Brahmās are created by Garbhodakaśāyī
Viṣṇu. Therefore, Viṣṇu-tattva is the Absolute
Truth.

Śrī Vyāsadeva asserts that Śrī Kṛṣṇa is the original
Personality of Godhead, and all others are either
His direct or indirect plenary portions, or
portions of those portions. Śrīla Jīva Gosvāmī has
explained this subject matter even more explicitly
in his Kṛṣṇa Sandarbha.
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Hari Bhakti Das

DO YOU TRULY WANT
YOUR DEPENDENTS TO

ADVANCE? 

KRISHNA’S VERY EXISTENCE – HIS
DEVOTEES!

Everyone feels for their dependents. We wish
our children, sub-ordinates, relatives, people
whom we are caring for to grow in their lives,
both materially and spiritually.
Many a times, we may even want our
dependents to advance faster than even our own
selves. We may give our dependents higher
association, push them, and regularly pray for
them to advance. We may also request other
devotees to pray for them. Srila Prabhupada’s
father would request all sadhus to bless his son
so that he becomes a devotee of Srimati
Radharani.
Sometimes we may also impose strict rules on
them so that they may not drift away.
These are definitely good ways to help our
dependents grow.
Another powerful way by which we can help
our dependents receive Krishna’s mercy is we
ourselves start loving Krishna!
Someone may ask, how will my loving Krishna
help others? 

Devotees are the dearest paraphernalia of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. His very
existence is incomplete without His devotees.
In fact, Krishna is dependent on his devotees.
In Vrindavan, Krishna cries if He is alone at
night and cannot see mother Yashoda. He
fears chastisement from mother Yashoda.

Bhagavatam mentions that when Lord Vishnu
appeared in Prthu Maharaja’s sacrifice, he
didn’t want to leave because of affection for
His dear devotee. Krishna becomes the chariot
driver of Arjuna being bound by his deep
love. Krishna forever becomes an indebtor of
the gopis’ love – na paraye ‘ham (SB 10.32.22)

Just as Krishna loves His devotees, He loves
those who are connected to His devotees in
any way. And Krishna considers it an
obligation to award His own love to the
dependents of His dear devotees!

Let us see three examples, with varying
degrees of connection with devotees who
loved Krishna.

Devotees are the dearest paraphernalia of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. His very
existence is incomplete without His devotees.
In fact, Krishna is dependent on his devotees.
In Vrindavan, Krishna cries if He is alone at
night and cannot see mother Yashoda. 

FROM ‘DUKHI’ TO ‘SUKHI’
Srivas Thakura’s maidservant was named
Dukhi. When Mahaprabhu performed his sat-
prahariya lila, also known as the Mahaprakasa
Lila, Dukhi was in the background, arranging
water for the Lord’s abhisheka. 
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Mahaprabhu, seeing her menial service, became
pleased and awarded her the title ‘Sukhi.’  He
didn’t just award the title, but made her truly
sukhi, or happy, by awarding her His own love.
Sukhi never desired anything. She simply assisted
Mahaprabhu’s servants in the background. And
she became a recipient of His mercy. More so,
because of her connection with Srivas.

If we love Krishna, Krishna grants love to those
who serve or assist us. But, what if our
dependents are not serving or assisting Krishna in
any way? 
Let us see another example.

A ‘DOG’ ASCENDS TO VAIKUNTHA!

Sivananda Sen was responsible for the entire
travel, accommodation and prasadam
arrangements of all devotees who would travel
each year from Navadvipa to Jagannath Puri.
Once, a dog joined their group. Sivananda
became fond of this dog, and assured that he
received prasada each day. Sivananda even paid an
additional amount to get that dog onto a boat.
One day, as Sivananda was going somewhere out,
he told his servants to feed the dog. In the midst
of their arrangements, they forgot, and the dog
left. When Sivananda Sen came to know about it,
he became very unhappy. He ordered 8-10 people
to search for the dog, but they could not find
him.

Eventually, as Sivananda reached Jagannath
Puri with all devotees, he found that dog in
front of Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu was
feeding him, and being induced by the Lord,
he was also chanting ‘Krishna, Krishna.’ The
very next day, Lord Caitanya sent that dog
back to Godhead, simply because he became
dear to Sivananda!

Krishna takes care of the objects of affection of
His devotees. If we become Krishna’s
devotees, won’t He take care of our
dependents and loved ones?

The dog was neutral to bhakti. His only
qualification was Sivananda’s love for him.
Now, what if our dependents are antagonistic
to bhakti? Will Krishna take care then also?

FROM A GOD-HATER TO A GOD-
LOVER

Amogha was the son-in-law of Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya. He despised the Lord. Once,
Sarvabhauma had invited the Lord for lunch.
He induced the Lord to eat a large quantity.
He reasoned that as Lord Jagannatha, He ate
56 bhogas, why can’t He take what had been
prepared at his home? As this loving
reciprocation was going on, Amogha
appeared. Seeing the huge quantity of
prasadam, he started blaspheming the Lord.
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Sarvabhauma looked at him angrily, and as
Amogha began to leave, Sarvabhauma ran behind
him with a stick. His wife started beating her
chest and praying that her daughter becomes a
widow. Mahaprabhu was laughing all the while.
He tried to pacify Sarvabhauma and his wife.
Meanwhile, Amogha developed cholera as a result
of his offense. He was in a dying condition. Yet,
Sarvabhauma and his wife’s anger had not
subsided. They felt it as an apt punishment for his
offense.

When Mahaprabhu came to know about this, he
ran to Amogha’s house, placed his hand on
Amogha’s chest and said, “This is the place for
Krishna to reside. Why have you allowed
jealously to sit in here?” And then he encouraged
Amogha to chant Hare Krishna. Amogha, being
purified by Lord’s touch, became ecstatic in
Krishna’s love. He even began slapping his cheeks
in atonement for his offense.

Mahaprabhu said to him,
prabhu āśvāsana kare sparśi’ tāra gātra

sārvabhauma-sambandhe tumi mora sneha-pātra
After this, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu pacified
Amogha by touching his body and saying, ”You
are the object of My affection because you are the
son-in-law of Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya.

sārvabhauma-gṛhe dāsa-dāsī, ye kukkura
 seha mora priya, anya jana rahu dūra

”Everyone in Sārvabhauma Bhaṭṭācārya’s house is
very dear to Me, including his maids and servants
and even his dog. And what to speak of his
relatives? CC Madhya 15.283-284

This is a shining example of how a devotee’s
relative, even though offensive, is protected by
the Lord. Therefore, if we simply love Krishna,
then those connected to us, whether they serve,
assist, remain neutral, or even oppose devotional
service, can become dear to Him.

Our role is to guide, care for, and uplift our
dependents. But above all, if we rise in our own
love for Krishna, they too will rise in love.
Krishna’s mercy flows best through those He
loves the most. 

PERFECTION WITHOUT EFFORTS?

On the flip side, there may arise a question in
our hearts - Can we attain perfection simply
by remaining connected to an advanced
devotee while not practicing anything?
Krishna Consciousness is a process of heart.
Krishna, who is seated within, sees our
intentions, even more than our actions. Our
perfection depends on our endeavor, attitude
and aspiration. Without having the right
aspiration, we cannot simply crash-land in the
spiritual world. At the same time, if we want
our dependents to come closer to Krishna, He
surely helps if we love Him.
Regarding one's individual spiritual journey,
Srila Prabhupada writes, “Everyone has to take
care of his own plane, and if there is any
danger, no other plane can help another in that
condition. Similarly, at the end of life, when
one has to go back home, back to Godhead,
everyone has to take care of himself without
help rendered by another. The help is,
however, offered on the ground before flying
in space.  Similarly, the spiritual master, the
father, the mother, the relatives, the husband
and others can all render help during one's
lifetime, teaching one how to cross the ocean
of birth and death, but while crossing the sea
one has to take care of himself and utilize the
instructions formerly received.” (SB 1.15.50 P)
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In a world that admires intelligence, we often
mistake the brilliance of the mind for the depth
of the soul. We assume that someone well-read
or scholarly must also be spiritually advanced.
But is that really the case?

While it’s true that many sincere devotees are
learned, knowledge becomes questionable when
it leads to pride instead of humility. Wisdom
doesn’t always accompany knowledge. So why
do we try to gain knowledge in the first place?
What’s the point if it doesn't bring us closer to
humility and devotion? Let’s explore the
answers to these questions through examples
from the śāstras.

THE SCHOLAR WHO STOLE DEVĪ SĪTĀ

Rāvaṇa is an apt example of what happens when
knowledge lacks wisdom. Being an ardent
worshipper of Lord Śiva, and the author to the
celebrated ‘Śiva-tāṇḍava Stotram,’ he was evidently
knowledgeable and extremely witty. Furthermore,
he was the son of Viśrava Muni, a powerful sage,
and was learned in Vedic knowledge. Yet, because
he was fighting against Lord Rāma, he is
remembered not as a great saint, but as a demon.

It is said that knowledge without devotion is like
decorating a corpse. That was Rāvaṇa – he had
knowledge, but no wisdom. So, what’s the
difference between the two?

Knowledge is information – facts, theories, skills. 

Dhṛtī Maṅjarī Devi Dasi

LANTERNS WITHOUT
LIGHT

Wisdom is what happens when that
knowledge is digested, realized, and applied in
a way that leads to genuine humility and
service. Wisdom connects knowledge to the
heart, to devotion, to God. Without that
connection, knowledge remains incomplete.

Rāvaṇa was not only unwise, he was proud
and selfish. When his own brother Vibhīṣaṇa
gave him sound advice to return Sītā-devī and
avoid disaster, Rāvaṇa rejected it outright and
banished him.

Now contrast this with Hanumān. Stronger
than Rāvaṇa in many ways, Hanumān had no
interest in power or recognition. All of his
strength was used in service to Lord Rāma,
and thereby he personified wisdom.

So, while Rāvaṇa was a powerful scholar, he
was driven by ego. Hanumān, though born as
a monkey, is worshipped even today – not
because of his mere strength, but because of
that coupled with his humility and devotion.
That is the real difference.

CORRUPT KNOWLEDGE VS. REAL
WISDOM
We see another example in Hiraṇyakaśipu. As
the 7  Canto of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam
testifies, he wasn’t ignorant, if anything, he
was far from it. 

th
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He too, a great demon, was born to a great sage –
Kaśyapa Muni—and was highly educated. But
again, because of his enmity towards Lord Viṣṇu,
he is considered a demon.

The Bhāgavatam describes how when his twin
brother Hiraṇyākṣa was killed by Lord Viṣṇu in
His Varāha form, Hiraṇyakaśipu gave comforting,
philosophical words to his family, who lost its
dear member, narrating the differences between
the gross body and the soul. But, he himself
refused to understand and live by these principles.
Instead, he channelized all his energy into
gaining boons and power, hoping to challenge
the Lord for bringing about the pitiful state of his
younger brother.

Now look at his son, Prahlāda. A small child, yet
full of wisdom. He didn’t try manufacturing some
obscure philosophy, instead, he simply absorbed
and realized the teachings of his spiritual master,
Nārada Muni. Prahlāda showed what true wisdom
looks like: humility, surrender, and unwavering
devotion.

So here we have father and son: one filled with
knowledge but poisoned by pride, and the other
full of wisdom and rooted in his faith. The
contrast really couldn’t be clearer.

INTENTION OVER INFORMATION

To the Lord, it’s not knowledge alone that
matters—it’s intention.

In the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, the elephant king
Gajendra, desperately calls out to Lord Viṣṇu. He
didn’t recite complex mantras or quote verses – he
simply called out with sincere devotion. And the
Lord came. Immediately without delay.
There is also the story of the proud brāhmaṇa
who scoffed at the idea that the Lord could thread
an elephant through the eye of a needle.
“Impossible,” he thought. “There’s nothing in all
my learning that supports such a thing.” But a
simple cobbler, who was told the same,
understood with his faith: “If the Lord can grow a
giant tree from a tiny seed, surely He can do this
too.”

The brāhmaṇa had knowledge. The cobbler
had faith. And that faith was enough.

Because of his pride, the brāhmaṇa would have
to take countless more births to reach the
Lord. But the humble cobbler, with no titles
or status, would return to the spiritual world at
the end of that very life.

Knowledge is usually used as an asset to gain
more devotion and faith in Kṛṣṇa and to
advance in our
spiritual life. But instead, if it starts to become
the cause pride it becomes a trap
disconnecting us
from the very Lord we were trying to
approach.

Real knowledge leads to humility. It makes us
realize how small we are in front of the
Supreme Lord. And that humility helps us
develop the true mood of a devotee – dāsa
dāsānu dāsa—the servant of the servant of the
servant of the Lord.
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By Shyama , Grade 9

SELFLESS LOVE 
True love is not defined by what we give or receive, but by the mood in which we act.
We can take Sudāmā’s family as an example. Despite their material poverty, they were
full of care and devotion. However, in this pastime. But the facts are that her request for
Krishna’s help was not derived from desire for riches but from deep love for her family.
She couldn’t bear to see her husband and children in such a poor state and solely for her
family’s well-being urged Sudāmā to seek Krishna’s help. Sudāmā agreed, wishing to
make his wife happy. From this, we learn that we should always try our best to be
selfless and give as much as we can to others. When we act with genuine care for others
without any expectations or selfish intentions develop understanding in our
relationships leading to right decisions and strengthening bonds. Sudāmā’s example
shows that the strongest family bonds comes from of truly caring for each other. 

GRATEFULNESS 
“Be grateful for what you have” is a line we hear from our elders Although we know
being grateful is a good quality, it’s often hard for us to implement it in our lives
especially when something go as planned. One way we can start being more grateful is
by mentally preparing ourselves for the. Take Sudāmā as an example. On the way to
Dwārakā he thought to himself that he would be lucky if he was able to enter the
magnificent city (because of his poor appearance and torn attire). This is why he was
extremely grateful for the blessings and respect he got from Krishna. When good things
happen, we feel more grateful and blessed for receiving them.

DEVOTION IS ABOUT INTENTION 
Have you ever felt lucky to have someone you love? Or maybe you look up to them so
much that you don’t feel good enough for them? When Sudāmā went to see Krishna, he
took a few handfuls of flat rice to give as gift. But When he got an opportunity to give
it to Krishna he didn’t. This would seem unusual because Sudāmā knew Krishna would
accept anything offered with love but he didn’t feel qualified enough to offer anything
to Krishna.That’s how great his love and admiration for Krishna was! This teaches us
that the more we love someone, the less we feel like we deserve them and this kind of
humility is great. Knowing how unworthy we are isn't a weakness. It’s a sign thatwe
understand the greatness of what we are connected to, and that can be a really big
motivator in our spiritual life.

Lessons from      Sudama’s Life
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ŚB 4.22.39
yat-pāda-paṅkaja-palāśa-vilāsa-bhaktyā

karmāśayaṁ grathitam udgrathayanti santaḥ
tadvan na rikta-matayo yatayo ’pi ruddha-
sroto-gaṇās tam araṇaṁ bhaja vāsudevam

The devotees, who are always engaged in the service of the
toes of the lotus feet of the Lord, can very easily overcome
hard-knotted desires for fruitive activities. Because this is
very difficult, the nondevotees — the jñānīs and yogīs —
although trying to stop the waves of sense gratification,

cannot do so. Therefore you are advised to engage in the
devotional service of Kṛṣṇa, the son of Vasudeva.

Supremacy of Bhakti - Yoga

VERSE OF THE MONTH
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Disappearance Day of Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana5  Juneth

Disappearance Day of Sri Syamananda Prabhu12  Juneth

Disappearance Day of Sri Gadadhara Pandita25  Juneth

Śrī Baladeva Vidyābhūṣaṇa, born near Remuna in Odisha in the
1600s, was a brilliant scholar in Sanskrit and logic. Initially a follower
of Madhvācārya, he later became a Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava after learning
Chaitanya Mahāprabhu’s teachings in Jagannātha Purī. In Vṛndāvana,
he studied under Viśvanātha Cakravartī Ṭhākura. Sent to Jaipur in
1706, he wrote the Govinda-bhāṣya, a commentary on the Vedānta-
sūtra, as revealed by Lord Govindajī, defending the Gauḍīya
tradition. A humble, renounced devotee, he authored over 24 books.
In Chaitanya-līlā, he is Gopīnātha Ācārya and in Kṛṣṇa-līlā, he is
Ratnāvalī Devī, a maidservant of Śrī Rādhā.

HONORING SACRED DAYS 

 Trivikrama - Vamana (June)

Shyamananda Prabhu was born as Dukhi Krishna Dasa in a village
where his parents had lost many children before his birth. He later
took initiation from Hrdaya Chaitanya and became Krishna Dasa. In
Vrindavana, he studied the scriptures of the Goswamis under Śrī Jīva
Goswami, along with Narottama Dasa and Shrinivasa Acharya. While
humbly sweeping the streets of Vrindavana before dawn, he found a
golden ankle bracelet that belonged to Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī. After
returning it directly to Her, he received Her special mercy—a unique
tilaka mark and the name Shyamananda, meaning "one who pleases
Shyamasundara and Rādhārāṇī." Following his guru’s instructions, he
preached widely in Orissa with his disciple Rasikananda, spreading the
message of Gaura-Nityānanda. His pushpa samādhi is in Vrindavana
near the Radha-Shyamasundara Temple.

Śrī Gadādhara Paṇḍita, an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya, was
born in Navadvīpa and known for his gentle, scholarly nature. He is
considered an incarnation of Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī. A constant
companion of Mahāprabhu, he later resided in Jagannātha Purī,
worshiping Tota-Gopīnātha. When he grew too weak, Lord
Gopīnātha miraculously sat down to accept his service. Deeply
devoted, Gadādhara spent his final years in loving separation from
Lord Caitanya, immersed in devotional service.
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Within a garden, a flowering
tree attains a good reputation

because of its fragrant
flowers. 

Similarly, if there is a famous
man in a family, he is

compared to a fragrant flower
in a forest. Because of him, an

entire family can become
famous in history.

(SB 5.15.16)

Although crocodiles are very
fierce animals, they are

powerless when they venture
out of the water onto land.

Similarly, the greatness of the
living entity can be perceived

when he is in the spiritual
world, engaged in spiritual

activities. 
(SB 5.18.13)

ANALOGY ARENA
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For Registration:
vidyapitha@ecovillage.org.in

Upcoming Residential Courses

For Registration:
vidyapitha@ecovillage.org.in
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LINK TO PURCHASE LINK TO PURCHASE

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR
CHILDREN

Click on the link to purchase Click on the link to purchase
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Gita Wisdom Tales (5 Volumes)

https://tinyurl.com/Focused-Minds
https://www.amazon.in/MINDFUL-ME-Gauranga-Darshan-Das/dp/9359541621
https://www.amazon.in/Gita-Wisdom-Tales-Collections-Religion/dp/8119749979
https://tulsibooks.com/product/gita-wisdom-tales-set-part-1-2-3-4-5/
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