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Tribulations offered by the Lord to His devotee are different from the tribulations 
resulting from vicious action. 

The popular saying is that a housewife teaches the daughter-in-law by teaching the daughter. Similarly, the 
Lord teaches the world by teaching the devotee. The devotee does not have to learn anything new from the 
Lord because the Lord teaches the sincere devotee always from within. Whenever, therefore, a show is made to 
teach the devotee, as in the case of the teachings of Bhagavad-gétä, it is for teaching the less intelligent men. A 
devotee's duty, therefore, is to ungrudgingly accept tribulations from the Lord as a benediction. (SB 1.9.17 P) 

Tribulations imposed upon the devotees by the Lord constitute another exchange of transcendental bhäva 
between the Lord and the devotees. The Lord says "I put My devotee into difficulty, and thus the devotee 
becomes more purified in exchanging transcendental bhäva with Me." Placing the devotee into material 
troubles means delivering him from the illusory material relations. The material relations are based on 
reciprocation of material enjoyment, which depends mainly on material resources. Therefore, when material 
resources are withdrawn by the Lord, the devotee is cent percent attracted toward the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord. Thus the Lord snatches the fallen soul from the mire of material existence. Tribulations 
offered by the Lord to His devotee are different from the tribulations resulting from vicious action. (SB 1.9.19 
P) 

That is why, when something is arranged by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one should not be disturbed 
by it, even if it appears to be a reverse according to one's calculations. For example, sometimes we see that a 
powerful preacher is killed, or sometimes he is put into difficulty, just as Haridäsa Öhäkura was. He was a 
great devotee who came into this material world to execute the will of the Lord by preaching the Lord's glories. 
But Haridäsa was punished at the hands of the Kazi by being beaten in twenty-two marketplaces. The 
Päëòavas, who were direct friends of Kåñëa, lost their kingdom, their wife was insulted, and they had to 
undergo many severe tribulations. Seeing all these reverses affect devotees, one should not be disturbed; one 
should simply understand that in these matters there must be some plan of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. (3.16.37 P) 

TRIBULATIONS OR 
BENEDICTIONS 

By His Divine Grace  
A. C. Bhaktivedänta Swämi Prabhupäda 

 

A demoniac person, in spite of acquiring all the opulences possible to obtain in 
this universe, continues to be envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

(SB 7.4.4 P) 

FROM THE DESK OF  
THE FOUNDER ÄCÄRYA 
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Çrémad Bhägavatam is a literary masterpiece like no 
other. It is rich with sacred wisdom and is presented as 
an amalgamation of intriguing spiritual conversations. 
Thus, Çrémad Bhägavatam reigns supreme in genres of 
spirituality, philosophy and devotion. While Çukadeva 
Gosvämé is the foremost speaker of the Bhägavatam, 
Parékñit Mahäräja is its foremost hearer. Their 
conversation, the Çrémad Bhägavatam, was presented by 
Süta Gosvämé to the sages headed by Çaunaka, at a 
forest called Naimiñäranya. As the sages asked 
questions about various spiritual subjects including 
philosophy of life, purpose of creation, nature of 
reality, God and His incarnations, humanity’s quest for 
happiness and so on, Süta Gosvämé answered their 
inquiries based on what he had heard from his guru 
Çukadeva Gosvämé.  
 

Spiritual knowledge is acquired by putting forward 
relevant questions in front of an experienced and 
realized speaker, and hearing the authorized answers 
with the intention to adopt the wisdom. Çravaëam or 
hearing the Bhägavatam spiritually uplifts the sincere 
audience who lends their ear in proper consciousness.  

Grateful enthusiasm, genuine inquisitiveness and 
sincerity of purpose in the hearer, inspires the 
qualified speaker, and consequently extracts the 
nectar of the Supreme Lord’s glories from them. 
Such worthy exchanges become enlightening for 
humanity. The sages of Naimiñäraëya delineate the 
essential qualities of a speaker and a hearer of the 
Bhägavatam in the following verse (SB 1.18.15). 
 

tan no bhavän vai bhagavat-pradhäno 
mahattamaikänta-paräyaëasya 

harer udäraà caritaà viçuddhaà 
çuçrüñatäà no vitanotu vidvan 

 

An authentic speaker of the Bhägavatam is bhagavat-
pradhäna, one who keeps Lord Kñåëa as the chief 
object of one’s love, and a credible hearer of the 
Bhägavatam is çuñrüñatäà, one who is very receptive 
and anxious to hear about the Lord. At the same 
time the subject discussed between them is also 
characterized as harer udäraà caritaà viçuddhaà, i.e. 
magnanimous and pure narrations about the 
Supreme Lord Kåñëa. 

The whole purpose of Vedic civilization and of reading the Vedas is to attain the perfect 
stage of devotional service in the human form of life. (SB 7.6.1 P) 

 

 Naimiñäraëya sages exemplify how to hear Çrimad Bhägavatam 

  

Dealings In  
Divine Discourses  

by Gauranga Darshan Das 
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Material assets such as education, wealth, beauty and good parentage are undoubtedly 
nice, but when they decorate persons of a malicious nature, then they act adversely. 

(SB 4.3.17 P) 

 Respect for the Speaker 
  

The sages welcomed and honored Süta Gosvämé 
and offered him a seat of esteem. Being aware of 
his greatness, they praised his purity (saumya) 
and submissiveness (snigdha) to his gurus that 
enabled him to become well versed with the 
essential knowledge of the all scriptures (SB 
1.1.4-8). While appreciating the qualities of Süta 
Gosvämé, the sages also exhibited those qualities 
and thus received the knowledge of the 
Bhägavatam from him.  
 

Çréla Prabhupäda writes, “The proper method for 
receiving this transcendental message is to hear it 
submissively. A challenging attitude cannot help 
one realize this transcendental message. The 
d e s i r e t o s i n c e r e l y h e a r i s t h e f i r s t 
qualification.” (SB 1.1.2 P) 
 

It is not just intelligence or scholarship that 
enables one to comprehend the Bhägavatam, but 
it is simplicity and submissiveness to the guru 
that allows one to truly understand this great 
literature, which is non-different from Kåñëa. 

 
Eagerness to Hear 

 

The sages expressed their great enthusiasm to 
hear (çuçrüñamäëänäm) about the pastimes of 
Supreme Lord and His incarnations (1.1.13). They 
had deep faith (çraddadhänänäà) in the narrations 
of the Lord and the purifying potency of the 
process of hearing His glories (1.1.17, 2.3.14). 
With such eagerness and faith, they attentively 
heard the words of Süta Gosvämé and presented 
various relevant questions to further elucidate 
the subject matter. Their inquisitiveness about 
specific details of various pastimes and 
philosophical subjects showed their veritable 
interest in inquiring from a worthy speaker. 
Thus, they timely and submissively raised 
questions to Süta Gosvämé on various topics. In 
reciprocation, Süta Gosvämé wholeheartedly 
appreciated their eagerness to hear Kåñëa’s topics 
which alone can completely satisfy the hearts of 
everyone.  
 
Çrila Prabhupäda writes, “Those who listen to the 
Bhägavatam may put questions to the speaker in 
order to elicit the clear meaning, but this should 
not be done in a challenging spirit. One must 
submit questions with a great regard for the 
speaker and the subject matter.” (SB 1.1.5 P)  

Faith in the Subject Matter  
 

The sages had full faith in the process of hearing Hari-
kathä for the highest degree of spiritual emancipation. 
As Çaunaka declared, “Any activity other than hari-kathä 
steals away one’s lifespan with the rising and setting of 
the sun. Animalistic people whose ears have never 
heard about Kåñëa are glorified by those people who are 
like dogs, pigs, camels and donkeys. Their ears are like 
snake holes. The tongues of those who don’t praise the 
Lord are like tongues of frogs.” (SB 2.3.17-20) 
  

äyur harati vai puàsäm  
udyann astaà ca yann asau 

tasyarte yat-kñaëo néta  
uttama-çloka-värtayä 

 

The sages were not looking for some spiritual 
entertainment through enthralling stories, neither were 
they speculative armchair philosophers. They were 
chaste and wanted to faithfully hear only those topics 
that related to the Supreme Lord Kåñëa and His 
devotees (1.16.5-6). In so doing they were not dismissive 
of life stories of some historic personalities or activities 
of some devotee of bygone ages. So long the subject was 
related to the Supreme Lord or His devotees, the sages 
were keenly eager to show it the same respect as they 
did to the direct topics of Kåñëa’s activities. They had 
full faith that only by hearing such topics can one be 
purified and delivered from nescience. 
 

Thus the sages maintained very high regard for the 
devotees of the Lord. They eagerly heard about such 
devotees and themselves glorified Parékñit Mahäräja, 
Çukadeva Gosvämé and various other devotees whose 
topics Süta Gosvämé was narrating. 
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There is no possibility of happiness if the government or citizenry have no idea of 
Bhagav‰n, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the original cause of the 

cosmic manifestation. (SB 4.14.19 P) 

Compassion for People in General  
 

The sages were compassionate towards the entire 
humanity in general, and Kali yuga people in 
specific. For this purpose, they had earlier begun 
a thousand-year sacrifice for the welfare of all 
humanity. Upon meeting Süta Gosvämé, the first 
question they had asked him was, “What is the 
ultimate good for people in general?” Foreseeing 
the incompetence of the people in the present age 
of Kali to understand the vast Vedic scriptures, 
the sages had requested Süta Gosvämé, “Please 
describe the essence of all scriptures.” As an 
answer to their inquiries, Süta Gosvämé had 
u n e q u i v o c a l l y a n n o u n c e d : “ B h a k t i o r 
unmotivated and uninterrupted loving 
devotional service unto Lord Kåñëa is the only 
ultimate good for all people and is the essence of 
all scriptures.”  
 

Appreciating the compassionate nature of the 
sages, Çréla Prabhupada writes, “Forgetful men 
do not know the right path for peace and 
prosperity. However, the sages know it well, and 
therefore for the good of all men they are always 
anxious to perform acts which may bring about 
peace in the world. They are sincere friends to all 
living entities, and at the risk of great personal 
inconvenience they are always engaged in the 
service of the Lord for the good of all 
people.” (SB 1.1.4 P) 
 

Gratitude for the opportunity   
 

A sincere hearer of the Bhägavatam doesn’t ever 
take the opportunity to hear from a great soul for 
granted. They value such a glorious chance and 
are grateful for it at heart. They understand the 
superlative importance of their time and do not 
waste it for superficial things. The sages 
expressed their gratitude to Süta Gosvämé as 
follows:  

 

tvaà naù sandarçito dhäträ   
dustaraà nistitérñatäm 

kalià sattva-haraà puàsäà   
karëa-dhära ivärëavam 

 

“We think that we have met Your Goodness by 
the will of providence, just so that we may accept 
you as captain of the ship for those who desire to 
cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which 
deteriorates all the good qualities of a human 
being.” (SB 1.1.22) 
 
. 
 

No Satiation in Hearing 
 

A sincere hearer is never bored of hearing the 
Bhägavatam despite hearing it repeatedly. Çréla 
Prabhupäda writes, “Mundane news is static whereas 
transcendental news is dynamic, inasmuch as the spirit 
is dynamic and matter is static. Those who have 
developed a taste for understanding the transcendental 
subject matter are never tired of hearing such 
narrations. One is quickly satiated by mundane 
activities, but no one is satiated by transcendental or 
devotional activities.”  
 

Addressing Süta Gosvämé, the sages of Naimiñäraëya 
humbly expressed their insatiate hearts as follows:  
 

vayaà tu na vitåpyäma   
uttama-çloka-vikrame 

yac-chåëvatäà rasa-jïänäà   
svädu svädu pade pade 

 

“We never tire of hearing the transcendental pastimes 
of the Personality of Godhead, who is glorified by 
hymns and prayers. Those who have developed a taste 
for transcendental relationships with Him relish 
hearing of His pastimes at every moment.” (SB 1.1.19) 
 

Hearing Çrémad Bhägavatam is of great significance to 
the spiritual lives of all bhakti-yogés. When such spiritual 
hearing is done in the right mood, following the 
footsteps of exemplary hearers of Kåñna-kathä, like the 
sages of Naimiñäraëya, one can quickly elevate one’s 
consciousness and gradually come to understand Lord 
Kåñëa and His attributes. 
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A friend is a person who offers a helping hand in times of 
desperate need. To the degree one knows one’s actual benefit 
or welfare, to that degree one can identify such helpful well-
wishers or friends. To a hungry man, a person offering food 
may be a friend; to a man filled with desires, a wife may be a 
friend; to a depended child, mother or father may be a friend, 
upon whom he depends for his daily necessities; to a wife 
seeking shelter, a husband may be friend; to a patient, a doctor 
may be friend. Similarly, to a beggar, a charitable person may 
be a friend. As rightly said - A friend in need is a friend 
indeed! 
 
To the extent one is able to satisfy our different longings, to 
that extent we develop intimacy with that person. Basically 
this longing is of love, which may appear in different forms. 
To put it in a better way, our intimacy increases with that 
person with whom we are able to connect deeper. One may 
act as a very good friend, but if the other person is not able to 
appreciate the helping hands, he may not even understand its 
worth. As it is said it takes one to know one. Sometimes we 
even fail to recognize a good friend. Kåñëa is that most 
intimate friend who is difficult to realize. Only if we decipher 
His deep love and compassion for us, can we recognize Him as 
our most intimate friend. For others, He is just a mystery! 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam describes Lord Kåñëa as the most intimate 
friend of all living entities in various beautiful words. 

Suhåttama – “best of all friends”  
(SB 3.15.31)  

 

Lord Kåñëa states in the Bhagavad-gétä, He is the 
best friend of all living entities. Suhådaà sarva-
bhütänäm [Bg. 5.29]. No one can be a greater 
well-wishing friend to any living entity than Him. 
He is so kindly disposed towards everyone that 
even though we forget Him as our friend, He does 
not and comes Himself—sometimes personally 
and sometimes He sends His bona fide devotees to 
remind us of our forgotten friendship and reinstate 
it back. 
 

Avijïäta-Sakhä – “as an unknown 
friend” (SB 4.25.10) 

Although the best friend, He remains unknown to 
us, until we surrender unto Him. A living entity 
works hard under the direction of the Paramätmä 
and is carried away by the laws of nature. Yet, he 
thinks himself independent of God and 
independent of the stringent laws of material 
nature and cannot recognize Him as the ultimate 
controller. 

 

The only way to understand the Lord as He is, is by devotional service to the Lord, or by 
approaching the devotee of the Lord who always has the Lord in his heart. (SB 3.9.3 P) 

The Most 
Intimate Friend 

by Vijay Krishna Kumar Das 
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The Lord is so kind that any soul who wants to enjoy in this material world is given 
full facility for enjoyment, and at the same time he is shown the path of salvation. 

(SB 3.20.1 P) 

According to the çruti-mantra (dvä suparëä sayujä 
sakhäyäù), the Lord is sitting within the heart of every 
living entity as suhåt, the best friend. Sitting with the 
living entity as witness, the Lord gives him all chances to 
enjoy himself materially, but whenever there is an 
opportunity, the Lord gives good counsel and advises the 
living entity to abandon trying to become happy through 
material adjustment and instead turn his face toward the 
Him and surrender unto Him (SB 4.28.51 P) 
 
In the sixth canto, Prajäpati Dakña offers his obeisances 
to the Supreme Soul, the Supersoul, even though unable 
to see Him. He says that the Supersoul is directing the 
workings of one's senses in the enjoyment of sense 
objects, but as these sense objects cannot see the senses, 
the conditioned soul cannot see the directing soul. The 
conditioned soul has desires, and the Supreme Soul fulfills 
them, but the conditioned soul is unable to see the 
Supreme Soul. Only if we are bestowed with the 
cognizance to perceive Him, can we understand our best 
friend who is seated so near to us yet is unknown. 
 

Paramaù Suhåt – “well-wishing 
friend” (SB 3.1.28) 

 
If one makes friendship with Kåñëa, one will never be 
cheated, and he will get all help needed. He will always 
give His friendly advice and friendly protection to the 
devotee, just like He gave all protection and knowledge to 
Arjuna in the ghastly war at Kurukñetra. 
 
 

Viviktädhyätma-darçanaù – “one who 
can see others mind without a doubt”  

(SB 3.2.28) 
 

Çréla Prabhupäda writes, “If anyone can completely 
perceive another's distress without doubt, it is the 
Lord Himself. If someone is in distress and wants to 
get relief from his friend, sometimes it so happens 
that his friend does not appreciate the volume of 
distress he is suffering. But for the Supreme Lord it is 
not difficult. The Supreme Lord, as Paramätmä, is 
sitting within the heart of every living entity, and He 
directly perceives the exact causes of distress. 
Whenever one fully surrenders unto the Supreme 
Lord, one finds that He is sitting within one's heart. 
He can give us direction how to get out of dangers or 
how to approach Him in devotional service.” 

 
Vijaya-Sakhe – “friend of Arjuna, the 

conqueror” (SB 1.9.33) 
 
Arjuna relished a privileged friendship with Kåñëa. 
The Lord not only guided Arjuna from within the 
heart, but also manifested eternally, to exchange 
sweet rasa with him. Bhéñmadeva addresses the Lord 
as vijaya-sakhe (friend of Arjuna) because the Lord is 
pleased when He is addressed conjointly with His 
devotees, who are related with Him in different 
transcendental humors. Arjuna is described here as 
the conqueror, and Kåñëa is described as his intimate 
friend. Arjuna was always a conqueror because the 
Lord was his friend.  
 
Bhåtya-vatsala – “kind to His servants 

or devotees” (SB 4.8.22) 
 
Queen Suniti says to her heart-broken son Dhruva, 
"You came to me crying, having been insulted by 
your stepmother, but I am unable to do any good for 
you. But Kåñëa is so kind to His devotees (bhrtya-
vatsala) that if you go to Him, then the combined 
kindness of millions of mothers like me will be 
surpassed by His affectionate and tender dealings. 
When everyone else fails to mitigate one's misery, 
Kåñëa is able to help the devotee.“ 
 
Mother is said to be the best friend of a child who 
depends completely on her. For devotees with child-
like surrender, the affection of Kåñëa surpasses the 
love of even millions of mothers. Who else can be the 
most intimate friend of anyone than Him?  
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Reservoir of all Beauties 

Question: What is the difference between the 
brähmaëas and the parivräjakas?  

Answer:The difference between the Vedas and the 
Puräëas is like that between the brähmaëas and the 
parivräjakas. The brähmaëas are meant to administer some 
fruitive sacrifices mentioned in the Vedas, but the 
parivräjakäcäryas, or learned preachers, are meant to 
disseminate transcendental knowledge to one and all.  

As such, the parivräjakäcäryas are not always expert in 
pronouncing the Vedic mantras, which are practiced 
systematically by accent and meter by the brähmaëas who 
are meant for administering Vedic rites. Yet it should not be 
considered that the brähmaëas are more important than 
the itinerant preachers. They are one and different 
simultaneously because they are meant for the same end, 
in different ways. (SB 1.4.13 P) 

 

Question: Is God realization easy or difficult?  

Answer  There are two stages of God realization. One is 
called sujïeyam, or very easily understood (generally by 
mental speculation), and the other is called durjïeyam, 
understood only with difficulty. Paramätmä realization and 
Brahman realization are considered sujïeyam, but 
realization of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
durjïeyam. One attains the ultimate realization of the 
Personality of Godhead when one gives up the activities of 
the mind—thinking, feeling and willing—or, in other words, 
when mental speculation stops.  

In our gross conditional stage we perceive things through 
material experience and remembrance, and in the subtle 
stage we perceive the world in dreams. Above gross 
experience and dreams is suñupti, deep sleep, and when 
one comes to the completely spiritual platform, 
transcending deep sleep, he attains trance, viçuddha-sattva, 
or vasudeva-sattva, in which the Personality of Godhead is 
revealed. 

PARI PRAÇNA 

Mail us at pradipika@vidyapitha.in your questions on 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Answers to shortlisted questions shall 
be published in the next issue of Bhägavata Pradépikä.  

nityaà nirékñamäëänäà 
yad api dvärakaukasäm 
na vitåpyanti hi dåçaù 

çriyo dhämäìgam acyutam 

(SB 1.11.25) 

The inhabitants of Dvärakä were 
regularly accustomed to look upon the 

reservoir of all beauty, the infallible 
Lord, yet they were never satiated. 

VERSE OF THE MONTH 

The real purpose of yogic performances is to control the mind and the senses. 
Anyone who has such control is to be understood to be an experienced, mature 

mystic yogÈ.  (SB 3.15.7 P) 



February 2020  |  Issue 32  |  Page      www.vidyapitha.in 9 

If a government worships the br‰hmaÎas, the cows and KÂÒÎa, Govinda, it is 
never defeated anywhere; otherwise it must always be defeated and condemned 

everywhere. (SB 6.7.24 P) 

ANALOGY ARENA 

Just as a bee is always 
interested in the honey in 
the flower and does not 
consider the thorns and 
colors, highly qualified 

persons, who are 
uncommon, accept only 

the good qualities of 
others, not considering 

their bad qualities  
(SB 4.4.12 P) 

Just as a householder, 
although different from the 
identity of his house, thinks 

his house to be identical 
with him, so the 

conditioned soul, due to 
ignorance, accepts the 

body to be himself, 
although the body is 

actually different from the 
soul. (SB 7.2.42) 

 
 

This restriction, that unless 
one has acquired the 

brahminical qualifications 
one should not read the 

Vedic literatures, is like the 
restriction that a law student 

should not enter a law 
college unless he has been 
graduated from all lower 

grades.  
(SB 4.2.13 P) 

As a wooden doll that looks like a 
woman or as an animal made of 
grass and leaves cannot move or 
dance independently but depends 
fully on the person who handles it, 

all of us dance according to the 
desire of the supreme controller, 
the Personality of Godhead. No 

one is independent.  
(SB 6.12.10) 

A rope causes fear for a bewildered 
person who considers it a snake, but 

not for a person with proper 
intelligence who knows it to be only 
a rope. Similarly, the Supreme Lord, 
as the Supersoul in everyone's heart, 
inspire fear or fearlessness according 

to one's intelligence, but in Him 
there is no duality.  

(SB 6.9.37) 
 

Just as springtime in the 
present indicates the nature 
of springtimes in the past 
and future, so this life of 
happiness, distress or a 
mixture of both gives 

evidence concerning the 
religious and irreligious 

activities of one's past and 
future lives. (SB 6.1.47) 
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NOMENCLATURE 
 

SB: Çrémad-Bhägavatam  
CC: Çré Caitanya-caritämåta 
BG: Bhagavad-gétä 
BS: Brahma-saàhitä 
1.1.1: Canto 1, Chapter 1, Verse 1 
1.1.1 P: From Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
purport to SB 1.1.1 (If it is beyond 
Canto 10 Chapter 13, it is from the 
purport of Çréla Prabhupäda’s disciples) 
1.1.1 V: From Çréla Viçvanätha 
Cakravarti Öhäkura’s commentary on 
SB 1.1.1. 

When one disrespects a respectable superior, one loses his longevity and the 
results of his pious activities, and in this way one is degraded. (SB 6.7.22 P) 

h"ps://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list...	

Have you read the Çrémad Bhägavatam yet? Does its size 
and depth impede your progress? Wish you could acquaint 
yourself with a quick outline of the entire text before you 
could dive deeper? Bhägavata Praväha is your essential friend 
to get your Bhägavatam journey started. It familiarizes you 
with the flow of the Bhägavatam’s narration, its key 
philosophical concepts and vital teachings. 
 
Have you already studied the Çrémad Bhägavatam? 
Looking for a quick revision of all twelve cantos? Wish you 
could have a bird’s-eye view of the entire text in one place? 
Bhägavata Praväha is your faithful companion to take you 
deeper in your study and to help you better understand the 
connections between different sections. 
 
In the Bhägavata Praväha, Gauranga Darshan Das presents 
the wisdom of Çrémad Bhägavatam in a simplified and concise 
form. Its clarity and ease of reading leaves a beginner with 
an inspiration for life, taste for more, and impetus to start a 
deeper study. For a seasoned reader, it complements the 
meditation on the Bhägavatam’s vital characters, episodes, 
philosophy and themes along with invaluable life lessons. 
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