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CHAPTER 3 

GLORIES OF HARIDÄS THÄKURA 

 

Section Verses 
Dämodar Pandit criticizes the Lord and is sent to Navadvipa 3-26 

Message for Sachi Devi of the Lord’s acceptance of prasäd 27-48 
Mahäprabhu inquires from Haridäs Thäkur 49-95 

Rämachandra Khän sends prostitute to tempt Haridäs Thäkur 96-143 
Nityänanda Prabhu punishes Rämchandra Khän 144-164 

Haridäs Thäkura preaches to Gopäl Chakravarty about the Holy Name 165-214 
Haridäs Thäkura and Advaita Äcärya (çräddha-pätra) 215-226 

Haridäs Thäkura delivers Mäyädevi 227-255 
Glory of the Hare Krishna mantra compared to other Names 256-272 

 

DÄMODAR PANDIT CRITICIZES THE LORD AND IS SENT TO NAVADVIPA 

(VERSES 3-26) 

 
“In Jagannätha Puré there was a young boy who had been born of an Orissan brähmaëa but had 

later lost his father. The boy’s features were very beautiful, and his behavior was extremely 

gentle.” (VERSE 3) 

 

“The boy came daily to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and offered Him respectful obeisances. He was 

free to talk with Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu because the Lord was his life and soul, but the boy’s 

intimacy with the Lord and the Lord’s mercy toward him were intolerable for Dämodara 

Paëòita.” (VERSE 4) 

 

“Dämodara Paëòita again and again forbade the son of the brähmaëa to visit the Lord, but the 

boy could not bear staying home and not seeing Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.” (VERSE 5) 

 
“One day when the boy came to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, the Lord very affectionately inquired 

from him about all kinds of news. After some time, when the boy stood up and left, the 

intolerant Dämodara Paëòita began to speak.” (VERSES 9-10) 

 

1. DÄMODAR PANDIT CRITICIZING THE LORD (VERSES 11 – 17) 

The Glories of Srilä Haridäs Thäkura 3



ISKCON desire tree                                                                         Caitanya Caritämrita, Antya Leelä 
 

anyopadeçe paëòita—kahe gosäïira öhäïi 
’gosäïi’ ‘gosäïi’ ebe jänimu ‘gosäïi’ 

 

“Dämodara Paëòita impudently said to the Lord, “Everyone says that You are a great teacher 

because of Your instructions to others, but now we shall find out what kind of teacher You are.” 

(VERSE 11) 

 Dämodara Paëòita was a great devotee of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Sometimes, however, 

a person in such a position becomes impudent, being influenced by the external energy 

and material considerations. Thus a devotee mistakenly dares to criticize the activities of 

the spiritual master or the Supreme Personality of Godhead.  

 Despite the logic that “Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion,” a devotee should not be 

disturbed by the activities of his spiritual master and should not try to criticize him. 

  A devotee should be fixed in the conclusion that the spiritual master cannot be subject 

to criticism and should never be considered equal to a common man. 

 Even if there appears to be some discrepancy according to an imperfect devotee’s 

estimation, the devotee should be fixed in the conviction that even if his spiritual master 

goes to a liquor shop, he is not a drunkard; rather, he must have some purpose in going 

there.  

 It is said in a Bengali poem: 

 

yadyapi nityänanda surä-bäòi yäya 
tathäpio haya nityänanda-räya 

 

“Even if I see that Lord Nityänanda has entered a liquor shop, I shall not be diverted 

from my conclusion that Nityänanda Räya is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” 

 

“You are known as Gosäïi [teacher or äcärya], but now talk about Your attributes and 

reputation will spread throughout the city of Puruñottama. How Your position will be 

impaired!” (VERSE 12) 

 

Although Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu knew that Dämodara Paëòita was a pure and simple 

The Glories of Srilä Haridäs Thäkura 4



ISKCON desire tree                                                                         Caitanya Caritämrita, Antya Leelä 
 

devotee, upon hearing this impudent talk the Lord said, “My dear Dämodara, what nonsense are 

you speaking?” Dämodara Paëòita replied, “You are the independent Personality of Godhead, 

beyond all criticism. (VERSE 13) 

 

“You can act as You please. No one can say anything to restrict You. Nevertheless, the entire 

world is impudent. People can say anything. How can You stop them? Dear Lord, You are a 

learned teacher. Why then don’t You consider that this boy is the son of a widowed brähmaëé? 

Why are You so affectionate to him?” (VERSES 14-15) 

 
yadyapi brähmaëé sei tapasviné saté 
tathäpi tähära doña—sundaré yuvaté 

 

“Although the boy’s mother is completely austere and chaste, she has one natural fault—she is a 

very beautiful young girl.” (VERSE 16) 

 

tumi-ha—parama yuvä, parama sundara 
lokera käëäkäëi-bäte deha avasara“ 

 

 “And You, my dear Lord, are a handsome, attractive young man. Therefore certainly people will 

whisper about You. Why should You give them such an opportunity?” (VERSE 17) 

 
2. LORD CAITANYA’S REACTION (VERSES 18 – 26) 

 
eta bali’ dämodara mauna ha-ilä 

antare santoña prabhu häsi’ vicärilä 
 

“Having said this, Dämodara Paëòita became silent. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu smiled, pleased 

within Himself, and considered the impudence of Dämodara Paëòita.” (VERSE 18) 

 

“ihäre kahiye çuddha-premera taraìga 
dämodara-sama mora nähi ‘antaraìga’” 

 

 [Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu thought:] “This impudence is also a sign of pure love for Me. I have 

no other intimate friend like Dämodara Paëòita.” (VERSE 19) 

The Glories of Srilä Haridäs Thäkura 5



ISKCON desire tree                                                                         Caitanya Caritämrita, Antya Leelä 
 

“Thinking in this way, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu went to perform His noon duties. The next day, 

He called Dämodara Paëòita to a solitary place.” (VERSE 20) 

 

prabhu kahe,—“dämodara, calaha nadéyä 
mätära samépe tumi raha täìhä yäïä 

 

The Lord said, “My dear friend Dämodara, you had better go to Nadia and stay with My 

mother.”  (VERSE 21) 

 

“I see no one but you to protect her, for you are so careful that you can caution even Me. You 

are the most neutral among My associates. This is very good, for without being neutral one 

cannot protect religious principles. You can do whatever I cannot. Indeed, you can chastise even 

Me, what to speak of others. It is best for you to go to the shelter of My mother’s lotus feet, for 

no one will be able to behave independently in front of you. At intervals you may come see Me 

here and then soon again go there.” (VERSES 22-26) 

 

MESSAGE FOR SACHI DEVI OF THE LORD’S ACCEPTANCE OF PRASÄD 

(VERSES 27-48) 

 

1. MESSAGE FOR MOTHER SACI (VERSES 27-31) 

 

“Offer My mother millions of My obeisances. Please speak to her about My happiness here and 

thus give her happiness. Tell her that I sent you to inform her of My personal activities so that 

she may share in My happiness. Speaking in this way, satisfy the mind of mother Çacé. Also, 

remind her of one most confidential incident with this message from Me. I come to your home 

again and again to eat all the sweetmeats and vegetables you offer.” (VERSES 27-30) 

 

“‘You know that I come and eat the offerings, but because of external separation, you consider 

this a dream.” (VERSE 31) 

 Because mother Çacé was feeling separation from Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, she thought 

she was dreaming that her son had come to her. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, however, 
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wanted to inform her that actually it was not a dream. 

 Pure devotees realize dealings with the Lord on the transcendental plane, but because the 

devotees are still in the material world, they think that these are dreams. The Lord, 

however, talks with the advanced devotee, and the advanced devotee also sees Him. It is 

all factual; it is not a dream. 

 

2. LORD CAITANYA APPEARING TO MOTHER SACI AND ACCEPTING ALL OFFERINGS 

(VERSES 32-39) 

 

“During the last Mägha-saìkränti festival, you cooked varieties of vegetables, condensed milk, 

cakes and sweet rice for Me. (VERSE 32) 

 

 You offered the food to Lord Kåñëa, and while you were in meditation I suddenly appeared, and 

your eyes filled with tears. (VERSE 33) 

 

 “‘I went there in great haste and ate everything. When you saw Me eating, you felt great 

happiness. (VERSE 34) 

 

 In a moment, after you had wiped your eyes, you saw that the plate you had offered Me was 

empty. (VERSE 35) 

 

“‘In the condition of external separation, you were again under illusion, thinking that you had 

not offered the food to Lord Viñëu. (VERSE 36) 

 

“‘Then you went to see the cooking pots and found that every pot was filled with food. 

Therefore you again offered the food, after cleansing the place for the offering. (VERSE 37) 

 

“‘Thus I again and again eat everything you offer Me, for I am attracted by your pure love. 

(VERSE 38) 
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LORD CAITANYA ACCEPTING THE OFFERINGS OF MOTHER SACHI 
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“‘Only by your order am I living in Néläcala [Jagannätha Puré]. Nevertheless, you still pull Me  

near you because of your great love for Me.’” (VERSE 39) 

 

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu told Dämodara Paëòita, “Remind mother Çacé in this way again and 

again and worship her lotus feet in My name.” (VERSE 40) 

 

3. LORD CAITANYA SENDING PRASÄDAM TO HIS MOTHER AND VARIOUS 

VAISHNAVÄS (VERSES 41 – 43) 

 

“After saying this, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu ordered that varieties of prasädam offered to Lord 

Jagannätha be brought. The Lord then gave him the prasädam, separately packed, to offer to 

various Vaiñëavas and His mother.” (VERSE 41) 

 

“In this way Dämodara Paëòita went to Nadia [Navadvépa]. After meeting mother Çacé, he 

stayed under the care of her lotus feet.” (VERSE 42) 

 

He delivered all the prasädam to such great Vaiñëavas as Advaita Äcärya. Thus he stayed there 

and behaved according to the order of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. (VERSE 43) 

 

4. TRANSCENDENT ATTITUDE OF DÄMODAR PANDIT (VERSES 44-46) 

 
dämodara äge svätantrya nä haya kähära  
tära bhaye sabe kare saìkoca vyavahära 

 

“Everyone knew that Dämodara Paëòita was strict in practical dealings. Therefore everyone was 

afraid of him and dared not do anything independent.” (VERSE 44) 

 

prabhu-gaëe yäìra dekhe alpa-maryädä-laìghana 
väkya-daëòa kari’ kare maryädä sthäpana 

 

“Dämodara Paëòita would verbally chastise every devotee of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu whom he 

found deviating even slightly from proper behavior. Thus he established the standard etiquette.” 
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(VERSE 45) 

 

ei-ta kahila dämodarera väkya-daëòa 
yähära çravaëe bhäge ‘ajïäna päñaëòa’ 

 

“In this way I have described Dämodara Paëòita’s verbal chastisements. As one hears about this, 

atheistic principles and ignorance depart.” (VERSE 46) 

 

caitanyera lélä—gambhéra, koöi-samudra haite 
ki lägi’ ki kare, keha nä päre bujhite 

 

“The pastimes of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu are deeper than millions of seas and oceans. 

Therefore no one can understand what He does or why He does it.” (VERSE 47) 

 

ataeva güòha artha kichui nä jäni 
bähya artha karibäre kari öänäöäni 

 

“I do not know the deep meaning of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s activities. As far as possible I 

shall try to explain them externally.” (VERSE 48) 

 

MAHÄPRABHU INQUIRING FROM HARIDÄS THÄKURA (VERSES 49-95) 

 

1. LORD CAITANYA INQUIRES ABOUT THE DELIVERANCE OF YAVANAS (VERSES 49-

51) 

 
“haridäsa, kali-käle yavana apära 

go-brähmaëe hiàsä kare mahä duräcära 
 

 “My dear Öhäkura Haridäsa, in this Age of Kali most people are bereft of Vedic culture, and 

therefore they are called yavanas. They are concerned only with killing cows and brahminical 

culture. In this way they all engage in sinful acts.” (VERSE 50) 

 Anyone who is against the behavior of the Vedic principles is called a yavana. Such a 

yavana may be in India or outside of India. As described here, the symptom of yavanas is 
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that they are violent killers of cows and brahminical culture.  

 The Lord is the maintainer of brahminical culture. His first concern is to see to the 

benefit of cows and brähmaëas. As soon as human civilization turns against brahminical 

culture and allows unrestricted killing of cows, we should understand that men are no 

longer under the control of the Vedic culture but are all yavanas and mlecchas.  

 

ihä-sabära kon mate ha-ibe nistära? 
tähära hetu nä dekhiye,—e duùkha apära“ 

 

“How will these yavanas be delivered? To My great unhappiness, I do not see any way.” (VERSE 

51) 

 

1.1 WHY LORD APPEARS? (VERSE 51) 

 

patita-pävana 

e duùkha apära 

mahä-vadänyäya 

Knowledge 

Practice 

Why Lord 
appears? 

 

 

 Patita-pävana: To deliver all the fallen souls 

 

 Duùkha apära: Always very unhappy to see the fallen souls in the material world. 

 

 Mahä-vadänyäya: Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is very merciful that 

1. He gives knowledge of Kåñëa 

2. By His practical activities teaches everyone how to love Kåñëa 

  

1.2 WHO SHOULD TAKE THE MISSION? (VERSE 51) 
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Feel for suffering 
yavanas

Followers of Lord 
Caitanya’s footsteps

Indians 

Who should 
take the 
mission? 

 
 

A. Following Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s footsteps:  

 

Those who are following in the footsteps of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu should take the Lord’s 

mission most seriously. In this Age of Kali, people are gradually becoming less than animals. 

Nevertheless, although they are eating the flesh of cows and are envious of brahminical 

culture, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is considering how to deliver them from this horrible 

condition of life  

 

B.  Indians:  

 

 He asks all Indians to take up His mission: 
 

bhärata-bhümite haila manuñya-janma yära 
janma särthaka kari’ kara para-upakära 

 

“One who has taken his birth as a human being in the land of India [Bhärata-varña] 

should make his life successful and work for the benefit of all other people.” (CC Adi 

9.41) 

 All Indians should help the Kåñëa consciousness movement in its progress, to the 

best of their ability. Then they will be considered real followers of Çré Caitanya 

Mahäprabhu. 

 

C. Feel for suffering yavanas: 
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 One who identifies himself as a follower of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu should feel like Çré 

Caitanya Mahäprabhu, who said, ihä-sabära kon mate ha-ibe nistära: “How will all these yavanas 

be delivered?” Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu was always anxious to deliver the fallen souls because 

their fallen condition gave Him great unhappiness. That is the platform on which one can 

propagate the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 

 

1.3. WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? (VERSE 51) 

 

Fault finders and envious people: Unfortunately, even some so-called Vaiñëavas enviously refuse 

to cooperate with this movement but instead condemn it in so many ways. We are very sorry to 

say that these people try to find fault with us, being unnecessarily envious of our activities, 

although we are trying to the best of our ability to introduce the Kåñëa consciousness movement 

directly into the countries of the yavanas and mlecchas. 

 

2. REPLY OF HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA – CONCERNING YAVANAS (VERSES 52-65) 

 

haridäsa kahe,—“prabhu, cintä nä kariha 
yavanera saàsära dekhi’ duùkha nä bhäviha 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura replied, “My dear Lord, do not be in anxiety. Do not be unhappy to see the 

condition of the yavanas in material existence.” (VERSE 52) 

 

2.1 GREATEST SERVICE VS. GREATEST OFFENCE (VERSE 52) 
 

Greatest Service to Lord: To relieve the Lord’s anxiety 

 

 These words of Haridäsa Öhäkura are just befitting a devotee who has dedicated his life 

and soul to the service of the Lord. When the Lord is unhappy because of the condition 

of the fallen souls, the devotee consoles Him, saying, “My dear Lord, do not be in 

anxiety.” This is service. Everyone should adopt the cause of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu to 

try to relieve Him from the anxiety He feels. This is actually service to the Lord. 
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 One who tries to relieve Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s anxiety for the fallen souls is 

certainly a most dear and confidential devotee of the Lord. 

  

Greatest Offence to Lord: Blasphemy 

 

To blaspheme such a devotee who is trying his best to spread the cult of Çré Caitanya 

Mahäprabhu is the greatest offense. One who does so is simply awaiting punishment for his 

envy. 

 

“Because the yavanas are accustomed to saying ‘hä räma, hä räma’ [‘O Lord Rämacandra’], they 

will very easily be delivered by this nämäbhäsa. The chanting of the Lord’s holy name to indicate 

something other than the Lord is an instance of nämäbhäsa. Even when the holy name is 

chanted in this way, its transcendental power is not destroyed.” (VERSES 53, 55) 

 
daàñöri-daàñörähato mleccho 

 hä rämeti punaù punaù 
uktväpi muktim äpnoti 

 kià punaù çraddhayä gåëan 
 

 “‘Even a mleccha who is being killed by the tusk of a boar and who cries in distress again and 

again, “hä räma, hä räma” attains liberation. What then to speak of those who chant the holy 

name with veneration and faith?’ (VERSE 56) 

 

“Ajämila was a great sinner during his life, but at the time of death he accidentally called for his 

youngest son, whose name was Näräyaëa, and the attendants of Lord Viñëu came to relieve him 

from the bonds of Yamaräja, the superintendent of death.” (VERSE 57) 

 

“The word ‘räma’ consists of the two syllables ‘rä’ and ‘ma.’ These are unseparated and are 

decorated with the loving word ‘hä,’ meaning ‘O.’” (VERSE 58) 

 

nämera akñara-sabera ei ta’ svabhäva 
vyavahita haile nä chäòe äpana-prabhäva 
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 “The letters of the holy name have so much spiritual potency that they act even when uttered 

improperly.” (VERSE 59) 

 

2.2 OFFENSIVE VS. OFFENCELESS CHANTING (VERSE 59) 

 

Offensive Chanting:  

 

Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura states that the word vyavahita (“improperly 

uttered”) is not used here to refer to the mundane vibration of the letters of the alphabet. 

Such negligent utterance for the sense gratification of materialistic persons is not a vibration 

of transcendental sound. Utterance of the holy name while one engages in sense gratification 

is an impediment on the path toward achieving ecstatic love for Kåñëa.  

 

Offenceless Chanting:  

 

On the other hand, if one who is eager for devotional service utters the holy name even 

partially or improperly, the holy name, which is identical with the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead, exhibits its spiritual potency because of that person’s offenseless utterance.  

 

2.3 POTENCY OF THE HOLY NAME (VERSE 60) 
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2. It penetrates 
his mind, or

Vibrated 
properly 

Correct 
grammar, or

Vibrated in 
separate parts 

Properly 
joined, or

Incorrect 
grammar 

Vibrated 
improperly, or

Delivered 
from material 
bondage, even 

if

3. It enters his 
ears 

1. Utter Holy 
Name Once, or

If a devotee  

 

 

Holy Name Vibrated in separate parts: 

 

1. Räja-mahiñé: The syllables rä and ma appear in two separate words, but because they 

somehow or other appear together, the holy name räma will act, provided there are no 

offenses. 

2. Halaà riktam: Now the syllable ha in the word halam and the syllable ri in riktam are 

separately pronounced, but nevertheless the holy name will act because one somehow or 

other utters the word hari. 

The Glories of Srilä Haridäs Thäkura 16



ISKCON desire tree                                                                         Caitanya Caritämrita, Antya Leelä 
 

 

Benefit of 
material body

Material 
wealth

Under 
influence of 

greed or 
atheism

Followers 

Will not 
produce 
desired 

result very 
soon 

Utter Holy 
Name with 

offences 

If one uses 
Holy Name 

for 

 
taà nirvyäjaà bhaja guëa-nidhe pävanaà pävanänäà 
 çraddhä-rajyan-matir atitaräm uttamaù-çloka-maulim 

prodyann antaù-karaëa-kuhare hanta yan-näma-bhänor 
 äbhäso ‘pi kñapayati mahä-pätaka-dhvänta-räçim 

 

 “‘O reservoir of all good qualities, just worship Çré Kåñëa, the purifier of all purifiers, the most 

exalted of the personalities worshiped by choice poetry. Worship Him with a faithful, 

unflinching mind, without duplicity and in a highly elevated manner. Thus worship the Lord, 

whose name is like the sun, for just as a slight appearance of the sun dissipates the darkness of 

night, so a slight appearance of the holy name of Kåñëa can drive away all the darkness of 

ignorance that arises in the heart due to greatly sinful activities performed in previous lives.” 

(VERSE 62 - Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu 2.1.103) 

 

“Even a faint light from the holy name of the Lord can eradicate all the reactions of sinful life.”  

(VERSE 63) 

mriyamäëo harer näma 
 gåëan putropacäritam 
ajämilo ‘py agäd dhäma 

 kim uta çraddhayä gåëan 
 

 “‘While dying, Ajämila chanted the holy name of the Lord, intending to call his son Näräyaëa. 

Nevertheless, he attained the spiritual world. What then to speak of those who chant the holy 
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name with faith and reverence?’ (VERSE 64) 

 

“Because of even the faintest rays of the effulgence of the Lord’s holy name, one can attain 

liberation. We can see this in all the revealed scriptures. The evidence appears in the story of 

Ajämila in Çrémad-Bhägavatam.” (VERSE 65) 

 

As Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu heard this from Haridäsa Öhäkura, the happiness within His heart 

increased. (VERSE 66) 

 

3. LORD CAITANYA INQUIRES ABOUT THE DELIVERANCE OF ALL THE- LIVING 

ENTITIES (VERSES 66-67) 

 

“On this earth there are many living entities,” the Lord said, “some moving and some not 

moving. What will happen to the trees, plants, insects and other living entities? How will they 

be delivered from material bondage?” (VERSE 67) 

 

4. REPLY OF HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA – CONCERNING ALL THE LIVING ENTITIES 

(VERSES 68-76) 

 

“My dear Lord, the deliverance of all moving and nonmoving living entities takes place only by 

Your mercy. You have already granted this mercy and delivered them. My Lord, the moving 

entities who have heard Your loud saìkértana have already been delivered from bondage to the 

material world, and after the nonmoving living entities like trees hear it, there is an echo.” 

(VERSE 68, 70) 

 

’pratidhvani’ nahe, sei karaye ‘kértana’ 
tomära kåpära ei akathya kathana 

 

“Actually, however, it is not an echo: it is the kértana of the nonmoving living entities. All this, 

although inconceivable, is possible by Your mercy.” (VERSE 71) 
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“When loud chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mantra is performed all over the world by those who 

follow in Your footsteps, all living entities, moving and nonmoving, dance in ecstatic devotional 

love.” (VERSE 72) 

 

“My dear Lord, all the incidents that took place while You were going to Våndävana through the 

forest known as Jhärikhaëòa have been related to me by Your servant Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya.” 

(VERSE 73) 

 

“When Your devotee Väsudeva Datta submitted his plea at Your lotus feet for the deliverance of 

all living entities, You accepted that request.” (VERSE 74) 

 

jagat nistärite ei tomära avatära 
bhakta-bhäva äge täte kailä aìgékära 

 

 “My dear Lord, You have accepted the form of a devotee just to deliver all the fallen souls of 

this world. (VERSE 75) 

 

ucca saìkértana täte karilä pracära 
sthira-cara jévera saba khaëòäilä saàsära“ 

 

 “You have preached the loud chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra and in this way freed all 

moving and nonmoving living entities from material bondage.” (VERSE 76) 

 

5. LORD CAITANYA INQUIRES FURTHER (VERSE 77) 

 

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu replied, “If all living entities are liberated, the entire universe will be 

devoid of living beings.”  

 

6. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA REPLIES (VERSES 78-86) 

 

Haridäsa said, “My Lord, as long as You are situated within the material world, You will send to 
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the spiritual sky all the developed moving and nonmoving living entities in different species. 

Then again You will awaken the living entities who are not yet developed and engage them in 

activities. (VERSES 78-79) 

 

“In this way all moving and nonmoving living entities will come into existence, and the entire 

universe will be filled as it was previously. (VERSE 80) 

 Even if all the prisoners within a jail are freed, other criminals will fill it again. 

 

HARIDÄS THÄKURA GIVES TWO EXAMPLES  

 

1. LORD RÄMA 

 

“Previously, when Lord Rämacandra left this world, He took with Him all the living entities of 

Ayodhyä. Then He filled Ayodhyä again with other living entities.” (VERSE 81) 

 

“My dear Lord, You have set a plan in motion by descending to the material world, but no one 

can understand how You are acting.” (VERSE 82) 

 

2. LORD KRISHNA 

 

“Formerly, when Lord Kåñëa descended in Våndävana, He freed all living entities in the universe 

from material existence in the same way.” (VERSE 83) 

 

“Kåñëa, the unborn Supreme Personality of Godhead, master of all masters of mystic power, 

delivers all living entities, moving and nonmoving. Nothing is astonishing in the activities of the 

Lord.’” (VERSE 84 – SMB 10.29.16) 

 

“‘Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead may be seen, glorified or remembered with an 

attitude of envy, He nevertheless awards the most confidential liberation, which is rarely 

achieved by the demigods and demons. What, then, can be said of those who are already fully 
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engaged in devotional service to the Lord?’” (VERSE 85 - Viñëu Puräëa 4.15.17) 

 

“By descending as an incarnation at Navadvépa, You, just like Kåñëa, have already delivered all 

the living entities of the universe.” (VERSE 86) 

 

7. GLORIES OF LORD & HIS DEVOTEES (VERSES 87-95) 

 

“One may say that he understands the glories of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He may know 

whatever he may know, but as far as I am concerned, this is my conclusion.” (VERSE 87) 

 
tomära ye lélä mahä-amåtera sindhu 

mora mano-gocara nahe tära eka bindu“ 
 

 “My dear Lord, Your pastimes are just like an ocean of nectar. It is not possible for me to 

conceive how great that ocean is or even to understand a drop of it.” (VERSE 88) 

 

eta çuni’ prabhura mane camatkära haila 
’mora güòha-lélä haridäsa kemane jänila’ 

 

Hearing all this, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu was astonished. “These are actually My confidential 

pastimes,” He thought. “How could Haridäsa have understood them?” (VERSE 89) 

 

“Greatly satisfied by the statements of Haridäsa Öhäkura, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu embraced 

him. Outwardly, however, He avoided further discussions of these matters.” (VERSE 91) 

 

éçvara-svabhäva,—aiçvarya cähe äcchädite 
bhakta-öhäïi lukäite näre, haya ta’ vidite 

 

 “This is a characteristic of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Although He wants to cover 

His opulence, He cannot do so before His devotees. This is well known everywhere.” (VERSE 

91) 
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ullaìghita-trividha-séma-samätiçäyi- 
 sambhävanaà tava parivraòhima-svabhävam 

mäyä-balena bhavatäpi niguhyamänaà 
 paçyanti kecid aniçaà tvad-ananya-bhäväù 

 

 “O my Lord, everything within material nature is limited by time, space and thought. Your 

characteristics, however, being unequaled and unsurpassed, are always transcendental to such 

limitations. You sometimes cover such characteristics by Your own energy, but nevertheless 

Your unalloyed devotees are always able to see You under all circumstances.” (VERSE 92 - 

Stotra-ratna 13) 

 

“Then Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu went to His personal devotees and began speaking about 

Haridäsa Öhäkura’s transcendental qualities as if He had hundreds of mouths/” (VERSE 93) 

 

“Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu derives great pleasure from glorifying His devotees, and among the 

devotees, Haridäsa Öhäkura is the foremost.” (VERSE 94) 

 

“The transcendental qualities of Haridäsa Öhäkura are innumerable and unfathomable. One may 

describe a portion of them, but to count them all is impossible.” (VERSE 95) 

 

RÄMACHANDRA KHÄN SENDS PROSTITUTE TO TEMPT HARIDÄS THÄKURA 

(VERSES 96-143) 

 

 “In the Caitanya-maìgala, Çréla Våndävana däsa Öhäkura has described the attributes of 

Haridäsa Öhäkura to some extent. No one can describe all the qualities of Haridäsa Öhäkura. 

One may say something about them just to purify himself.” (VERSES 96-97) 

 

“O devotees of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, please hear something about the qualities of Haridäsa 

Öhäkura that Çréla Våndävana däsa Öhäkura has not described in detail. After leaving his home, 

Haridäsa Öhäkura stayed for some time in the forest of Benäpola.” (VERSES 97-98) 
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1. HOW HARIDÄS THÄKURA STAYED IN BENAPOLE? (VERSES 100-101) 

 
nirjana-vane kuöira kari’ tulasé sevana 
rätri-dine tina lakña näma-saìkértana 

  

“Haridäsa Öhäkura constructed a cottage in a solitary forest. There he planted a tulasé plant, and 

in front of the tulasé he would chant the holy name of the Lord 300,000 times daily. He chanted 

throughout the entire day and night.” (VERSE 100) 

 From his personal example we can understand that chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra and 

becoming highly elevated in Kåñëa consciousness is very simple. Without difficulty one 

can sit down anywhere, especially on the bank of the Ganges, Yamunä or any other 

sacred river, devise a sitting place or cottage, plant a tulasé tree, and before the tulasé 

chant the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra undisturbed. 

 One should not, however, imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura, for no one else can chant the holy 

name 300,000 times a day. Such chanting is for the mukta-puruña, or liberated soul. 

 Chanting sixteen rounds does not take much time, nor is offering respects to the tulasé 

plant difficult. The process has immense spiritual potency. One should not miss this 

opportunity. 

 

brähmaëera ghare kare bhikñä nirvähaëa 
prabhäve sakala loka karaye püjana 

 

“For his bodily maintenance he would go to a brähmaëa’s house and beg some food. He was 

spiritually so influential that all the neighboring people worshiped him.” (VERSE 101) 

 

WHAT IS THE DUTY OF A RENUNCIANT? (VERSE 101) 

 

The members of the Kåñëa consciousness movement are advised not to take food from anywhere 

but a Vaiñëava’s or brähmaëa’s house where Deity worship is performed. Çré Caitanya 

Mahäprabhu has said, viñayéra anna khäile duñöa haya mana: [Cc. Antya 6.278] if a devotee takes 

alms or food from the house of a karmé who is simply interested in money, his mind will 

become unclean. 
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WHY? (VERSE 101) 

 

We must always remember that a devotee’s life is one of vairägya-vidyä, or renunciation and 

knowledge. Therefore all devotees are warned not to live unnecessarily luxurious lives at the 

cost of others. Gåhasthas living within the jurisdiction of the temple must be especially careful 

not to imitate karmés by  

a. Acquiring opulent clothing b. Food c. Conveyances 

 

WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF NOT FOLLOWING? (VERSE 101) 

 

A member of the temple, whether gåhastha, brahmacäré or sannyäsé, must practice a life of 

renunciation, following in the footsteps of Haridäsa Öhäkura and the six Gosvämés. Otherwise, 

because mäyä is very strong, at any time one may become a victim of mäyä and fall down from 

spiritual life. 

 

2. VICIOUS PLAN OF RÄMACANDRA KHÄN (VERSES 102-108) 

 

“A landholder named Rämacandra Khän was the zamindar of that district. He was envious of 

Vaiñëavas and was therefore a great atheist.”(VERSE 102) 

 

haridäse loke püje, sahite nä päre 
täìra apamäna karite nänä upäya kare 

 

“Unable to tolerate that such respect was being offered to Haridäsa Öhäkura, Rämacandra Khän 

planned in various ways to dishonor him.” (VERSE 103) 

 

kona-prakäre haridäsera chidra nähi päya 
veçyä-gaëe äni’ kare chidrera upäya 

 

“By no means could he find any fault in the character of Haridäsa Öhäkura. Therefore he called 

for local prostitutes and began a plan to discredit His Holiness.” (VERSE 104) 
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 We are trying to fulfill the Lord’s desire, and our attempt has become fairly successful, 

but the enemies of this movement unnecessarily try to find faults in it, exactly like the 

old rascal Rämacandra Khän, who opposed Haridäsa Öhäkura. 

 

veçyä-gaëe kahe,—“ei vairägé haridäsa 
tumi-saba kara ihära vairägya-dharma näça“ 

 

“Rämacandra Khän said to the prostitutes, “There is a mendicant named Haridäsa Öhäkura. All 

of you devise a way to deviate him from his vows of austerity.” (VERSE 105) 

 Renunciation means renunciation of sensual pleasure, especially the pleasure of sex. 

Therefore a brahmacäré, sannyäsé or vänaprastha is strictly prohibited from having 

relationships with women. Haridäsa Öhäkura was strictly renounced, and thus 

Rämacandra Khän called for prostitutes because prostitutes know how to break a man’s 

vow of celibacy by their feminine influence and thus pollute a mendicant or a person 

engaged in devotional life.  

 There were prostitutes in human society even in Lord Kåñëa’s time. Although they were 

prostitutes, they were also devotees of Kåñëa. 

 

Among the prostitutes, one attractive young girl was selected. “I shall attract the mind of 

Haridäsa Öhäkura,” she promised, “within three days.” (VERSE 106) 

 

Rämacandra Khän said to the prostitute, “My constable will go with you so that as soon as he 

sees you with Haridäsa Öhäkura, immediately he will arrest him and bring both of you to me.” 

(VERSE 107) 

 

The prostitute replied, “First let me have union with him once; then the second time I shall take 

your constable with me to arrest him.” (VERSE 108) 

 

3. PROSTITUTE TRYING TO ALLURE HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA (VERSES 109-113) 

 

“At night the prostitute, after dressing herself most attractively, went to the cottage of Haridäsa 
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Öhäkura with great jubilation. After offering obeisances to the tulasé plant, she went to the door 

of Haridäsa Öhäkura, offered him obeisances and stood there. Exposing part of her body to his 

view, she sat down on the threshold of the door and spoke to him in very sweet words” (VERSE 

109-111) 

 

“öhäkura, tumi—parama-sundara, prathama yauvana 
tomä dekhi’ kon näré dharite päre mana? 

 

 “My dear Öhäkura, O great preacher, great devotee, you are so beautifully built, and your youth 

is just beginning. Who is the woman who could control her mind after seeing you? (VERSE 

112) 

 

“I am eager to be united with you. My mind is greedy for this. If I don’t obtain you, I shall not be 

able to keep my body and soul together.” (VERSE 113) 

 

4. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA’S REACTION (VERSES 114 – 129) 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura replied, “I shall accept you without fail, but you will have to wait until I have 

finished chanting my regular rounds on my beads. Until that time, please sit and listen to the 

chanting of the holy name. As soon as I am finished, I shall fulfill your desire.” (VERSES 114-

115) 

 

“Hearing this, the prostitute remained sitting there while Haridäsa Öhäkura chanted on his 

beads until the light of morning appeared. When she saw that it was morning, the prostitute 

stood up and left. Coming before Rämacandra Khän, she informed him of all the news. (VERSE 

116-117) 

 

“Today Haridäsa Öhäkura has promised to enjoy with me. Tomorrow certainly I shall have 

union with him.” (VERSE 118) 

 

The next night, when the prostitute came again, Haridäsa Öhäkura gave her many assurances. 
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(VERSE 119) 

 

“Last night you were disappointed. Please excuse my offense. I shall certainly accept you. 

“Please sit down and hear the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra until my regular 

chanting is finished. Then your desire will surely be fulfilled.” (VERSES 120 – 121) 

 

tulasére täìke veçyä namaskära kari’ 
dväre vasi’ näma çune bale ‘hari’ ‘hari’ 

 

“After offering her obeisances to the tulasé plant and Haridäsa Öhäkura, she sat down at the 

door. Hearing Haridäsa Öhäkura chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra, she also chanted, “O my Lord 

Hari, O my Lord Hari.” (VERSE 122) 

 Herein one can clearly see how a Vaiñëava delivers a fallen soul by a transcendental trick. 

The prostitute came to pollute Haridäsa Öhäkura, but he took it as his duty to deliver the 

prostitute.  

 As clearly demonstrated here, the process of deliverance is very simple. With faith and 

reverence the prostitute associated with Haridäsa Öhäkura, who personally treated her 

material disease by chanting the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra. Although the prostitute had 

an ulterior motive, somehow or other she got the association of a Vaiñëava and satisfied 

him by occasionally chanting in imitation, “O my Lord Hari, O my Lord Hari.” 

 Conclusion: a) Associating with a Vaiñëava b) Chanting the holy name of the Lord c) 

Offering obeisances to the tulasé plant or a Vaiñëava all lead one to become a 

transcendental devotee who is completely cleansed of all material contamination. 

 

“When the night came to an end, the prostitute was restless. Seeing this, Haridäsa Öhäkura 

spoke to her as follows.” (VERSE 123) 

 

“koöi-näma-grahaëa-yajïa kari eka-mäse 
ei dékñä kariyächi, haila äsi’ çeñe 

 

 “I have vowed to chant ten million names in a month. I have taken this vow, but now it is 
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nearing its end. (VERSE 124) 

 By performing this hari-näma-yajïa, one satisfies the Supreme Personality of Godhead 

and thus attains perfection in spiritual life 

 Haridäsa Öhäkura belonged to a Muslim family. Nevertheless, because he engaged 

himself in chanting Hare Kåñëa, he became a regularly initiated brähmaëa. 

 

yan-nämadheya-çravaëänukértanäd 
yat-prahvaëäd yat-smaraëäd api kvacit 

çvädo 'pi sadyaù savanäya kalpate  
kutaù punas te bhagavan nu darçanät 

 

“To say nothing of the spiritual advancement of persons who see the Supreme Person 

face to face, even a person born in a family of dog-eaters immediately becomes eligible to 

perform Vedic sacrifices if he once utters the holy name of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead or chants about Him, hears about His pastimes, offers Him obeisances or even 

remembers Him.” (SMB 3.33.6) 

 Herein we find that Haridäsa Öhäkura strictly followed his regulative principle of 

chanting 300,000 names. Thus when the prostitute became restless, he informed her that 

first he had to finish his chanting and then he would be able to satisfy her. 

 

“I thought that today I would be able to finish my performance of yajïa, my chanting of the 

Hare Kåñëa mantra. I tried my best to chant the holy name all night, but I still did not finish.” 

(VERSE 125) 

 

käli samäpta habe, tabe habe vrata-bhaìga 
svacchande tomära saìge ha-ibeka saìga“ 

 

“Tomorrow I will surely finish, and my vow will be fulfilled. Then it will be possible for me to 

enjoy with you in full freedom.” (VERSE 126) 

 Pure devotees chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra, and simply by hearing this chanting from a 

purified transcendental person, one is purified of all sinful activities, no matter how 

lowborn or fallen one may be. As soon as one is thus completely free from the reactions 

The Glories of Srilä Haridäs Thäkura 28



ISKCON desire tree                                                                         Caitanya Caritämrita, Antya Leelä 
 

of sinful activities, he is eligible to render devotional service to the Lord. 

 
yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm 
te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä bhajante mäà dåòha-vratäù 

 

“Persons who have acted piously in previous lives and in this life and whose sinful 

actions are completely eradicated are freed from the duality of delusion, and they engage 

themselves in My service with determination.” (BG 7.28) 

 

“The next day she came earlier, at the beginning of the evening, and stayed with Haridäsa 

Öhäkura. After offering obeisances to the tulasé plant and Haridäsa Öhäkura, she sat down on the 

threshold of the room. Thus she began to hear Haridäsa Öhäkura’s chanting, and she also 

personally chanted “Hari, Hari,” the holy name of the Lord.” (VERSES 127-128) 

 

“Today it will be possible for me to finish my chanting,” Haridäsa Öhäkura informed her. “Then 

I shall satisfy all your desires.” (VERSE 129) 

 

5. EFFECT OF ASSOCIATION ON THE PROSTITUTE (VERSE 130 - 135) 

 

The night ended while Haridäsa Öhäkura was chanting, but by his association the mind of the 

prostitute had changed. The prostitute, now purified, fell at the lotus feet of Haridäsa Öhäkura 

and confessed that Rämacandra Khän had appointed her to pollute him. (VERSES 130-131) 

“Because I have taken the profession of a prostitute,” she said, “I have performed unlimited 

sinful acts. My lord, be merciful to me. Deliver my fallen soul.” (VERSE 132) 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura replied, “I know everything about the conspiracy of Rämacandra Khän. He is 

nothing but an ignorant fool. Therefore his activities do not make me feel unhappy. On the very 

day Rämacandra Khän was planning his intrigue against me, I would have left this place 

immediately, but because you came to me I stayed here for three days to deliver you.” (VERSES 

133-134) 
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The prostitute said, “Kindly act as my spiritual master. Instruct me in my duty, by which I can 

get relief from material existence.” (VERSE 135) 

 

4. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA INSTRUCTING THE PROSTITUTE (VERSES 136-138) 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura replied, “Immediately go home and distribute to the brähmaëas whatever 

property you have. Then come back to this room and stay here forever in Kåñëa consciousness.” 

(VERSE 136) 

 

4.1 WHOM TO GIVE THE PROPERTY? (VERSE 136) 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura’s instruction that the prostitute should distribute to the brähmaëas all the 

property she had at home is very significant. Haridäsa Öhäkura never advised the prostitute to 

give charity to the so-called daridra-näräyaëas (“poor Näräyaëas”) or any other such persons. 

According to Vedic civilization, charity should be given only to the qualified brähmaëas. 

 

4.2 WHO IS A BRÄHMAËA? (VERSE 136) 

 

çamo damas tapaù çaucaà kñäntir ärjavam eva ca 
jïänaà vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam 

 

“The brahminical qualifications are truthfulness, control of the senses and mind, tolerance, 

simplicity, knowledge, practical application of transcendental knowledge in one’s life, and full 

faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (BG 18.42) 

 

4.3 WHY BRÄHMAËA? (VERSE 136) 
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Depend 
on Lord

Spend for 
Krishna

No time 

Reasons 

 

 

 No time: Persons engaged in pursuing spiritual understanding have no time to earn their 

livelihood. 

 

 Depend on Lord: They depend completely on the mercy of the Lord, who says in the 

Bhagavad-gétä (9.22) that He personally carries to them all their necessities (yoga-

kñemaà vahämy aham). 

 

 Spend for Krishna: Whatever charity one gives to a brähmaëa goes to Kåñëa,  

 

yat karoñi yad açnäsi yaj juhoñi dadäsi yat 
yat tapasyasi kaunteya tat kuruñva mad-arpaëam 

 

“Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer or give away, and whatever 

austerities you perform—do that, O son of Kunté, as an offering to Me.” 

 

 Generally one earns money by many questionable means. Therefore at some time one 

should retire and distribute whatever one has to the brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas who 

engage in devotional service by preaching the glories of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead. (VERSE 136) 

 
nirantara näma lao, kara tulasé sevana 

acirät päbe tabe kåñëera caraëa“ 
 

 “Chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra continuously and render service to the tulasé plant by watering 
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her and offering prayers to her. In this way you will very soon get the opportunity to be 

sheltered at the lotus feet of Kåñëa.” (VERSE 137) 

 At least five thousand years ago, Lord Çré Kåñëa expressed His desire that everyone 

surrender to Him (sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja [Bg. 18.66]). Why 

is it that people cannot do this? Kåñëa assures ahaà tväà sarva-päpebhyo mokñayiñyämi 

mä çucaù: “I shall deliver you from all sinful reactions. Do not fear.” 

 Although Kåñëa wants everyone to surrender to His lotus feet, because of people’s sinful 

activities they cannot do this. Na mäà duñkåtino müòhäù prapadyante narädhamäù: (BG 

7.15) rascals and fools, the lowest of men, who engage in sinful activities, cannot 

suddenly surrender to the lotus feet of Kåñëa. Nevertheless, if they begin chanting the 

Hare Kåñëa mantra and rendering service unto the tulasé plant, they will very soon be 

able to surrender. One’s real duty is to surrender to the lotus feet of Kåñëa, but if one is 

unable to do so, he should adopt this process, as introduced by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu 

and His most confidential servant, Nämäcärya Çréla Haridäsa Öhäkura. This is the way to 

achieve success in Kåñëa consciousness. 

 

After thus instructing the prostitute about the process of chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra, 

Haridäsa Öhäkura stood up and left, continuously chanting “Hari, Hari.” (VERSE 138) 

 

5. POST PROSTITUTE LIFE (VERSES 139-143) 

 
tabe sei veçyä gurura äjïä la-ila 

gåha-vitta yebä chila, brähmaëere dila 
 

“Thereafter, the prostitute distributed to the brähmaëas whatever household possessions she 

had, following the order of her spiritual master.” (VERSE 139) 

 Sometimes the word gåha-våtti is substituted for the word gåha-vitta. Våtti means 

“profession.” The gåha-våtti of the prostitute was to enchant foolish people and induce 

them to indulge in sex. 

 Here, however, gåha-våtti is not a suitable word. The proper word is gåha-vitta, which 

means “all the possessions she had in her home.”  
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 All the girl’s possessions had been earned by professional prostitution and were therefore 

products of her sinful life. When such possessions are given to brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas 

who can engage them in the service of the Lord because of their advancement in spiritual 

life, this indirectly helps the person who gives the charity, for he is thus relieved of sinful 

reactions. 

 

5.1 DEVOTEES PURPOSE OF COLLECTING MONEY (VERSE 139) 

 

 

Engage in Lord’s 
service

Free one from 
sinful reactions 

To preach 

Purpose  

 

5.2 WARNING (VERSE 139) 

 

Not dependent on contributions of his disciples 

Not for sense gratification 

Induces followers to spend for the seva of Lord 

Does not take even a single paisa personally 

Warning  
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PROSTITUTE BECOMING A GREAT DEVOTEE 
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The prostitute shaved her head clean in accordance with Vaiñëava principles and stayed in that 

room wearing only one cloth. Following in the footsteps of her spiritual master, she began 

chanting the holy name of Kåñëa 300,000 times a day. She chanted throughout the entire day 

and night. (VERSE 140) 

 

She worshiped the tulasé plant, following in the footsteps of her spiritual master. Instead of 

eating regularly, she chewed whatever food she received as alms, and if nothing was supplied 

she would fast. Thus by eating frugally and fasting she conquered her senses, and as soon as her 

senses were controlled, symptoms of love of Godhead appeared in her person. (VERSE 141) 

 

prasiddhä vaiñëavé haila parama-mahänté 
baòa baòa vaiñëava täìra darçanete yänti 

 

“Thus the prostitute became a celebrated devotee. She became very advanced in spiritual life, 

and many stalwart Vaiñëavas would come to see her.” (VERSE 142) 

 

5.3 STALWART DEVOTEES ATTRACT ALL (VERSE 142) 

 

Stalwart, highly advanced Vaiñëava devotees are not interested in seeing prostitutes, but when a 

prostitute or any other fallen soul becomes a Vaiñëava, stalwart Vaiñëavas are interested in 

seeing them.  

 

5.4 ANYONE CAN BE CONVERTED (VERSE 142) 

 

Anyone can be turned into a Vaiñëava if he or she follows the Vaiñëava principles. A devotee 

who follows these principles is no longer on the material platform. Therefore, it is one’s strict 

adherence to the principles that should be considered, not the country of one’s birth. Many 

devotees join our Kåñëa consciousness movement from Europe and America, but one should not 

therefore consider them European Vaiñëavas or American Vaiñëavas. A Vaiñëava is a Vaiñëava 

and should therefore be given all the respect due a Vaiñëava.  
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“Seeing the sublime character of the prostitute, everyone was astonished. Everyone glorified the 

influence of Haridäsa Öhäkura and offered him obeisances.” (VERSE 143) 

 

5.5 SYMPTOM OF GURU – CHANGE OF DISCIPLE’S HEART (VERSE 143) 

 

A spiritual master is recognized as an actual guru when it is seen that he has changed the 

character of his disciples. Haridäsa Öhäkura actually changed the character of the professional 

prostitute. People greatly appreciated this, and therefore they all offered obeisances to Haridäsa 

Öhäkura and glorified him.  

 

NITYÄNANDA PRABHU PUNISHES RÄMCHANDRA KHÄN (VERSES 144-164) 

 

By inducing a prostitute to disturb Haridäsa Öhäkura, Rämacandra Khän caused a seed of offense 

at his lotus feet to germinate. This seed later became a tree, and when it fructified, Rämacandra 

Khän ate its fruits. (VERSE 144) 

 

This offense at the lotus feet of an exalted devotee has resulted in a wonderful narration. Taking 

advantage of the opportunity afforded by these incidents, I shall explain what happened. O 

devotees, please listen. (VERSE 145) 

 

Rämacandra Khän was naturally a nondevotee. Now, having offended the lotus feet of Haridäsa 

Öhäkura, he became just like a demoniac atheist. (VERSE 146) 

 

vaiñëava-dharma nindä kare, vaiñëava-apamäna 
bahu-dinera aparädhe päila pariëäma 

 

Because of blaspheming the cult of Vaiñëavism and insulting the devotees for a long time, he 

now received the results of his offensive activities.  (VERSE 147) 

 

1. RÄMACANDRA KHÄN OFFENDING LORD NITYÄNANDA (VERSES 148-158) 
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prema-pracäraëa ära päñaëòa-dalana 
dui-kärye avadhüta karena bhramaëa 

 

“For two purposes—to spread the cult of bhakti and to defeat and subdue the atheists—Lord 

Nityänanda, the most dedicated devotee of the Lord, moved throughout the country.” (VERSE 

149) 

 His devotees also have two similar purposes-to preach the bhakti cult of Kåñëa 

consciousness and to defeat all kinds of agnostics and atheistic demons. 

 Bhajanänandé: A devotee who does not preach but always engages in devotional 

activities. 

 Goñöhyänandé: A devotee who not only is expert in devotional service but who also 

preaches the cult of bhakti and defeats all kinds of agnostics. 

 

“Lord Nityänanda, who is omniscient because He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, came 

to the house of Rämacandra Khän and sat down on the altar of the Durgä-maëòapa.” (VERSE 

150) 

 

“When the Durgä-maëòapa and courtyard became filled with crowds of men, Rämacandra Khän, 

who was inside the house, sent his servant to Lord Nityänanda.” (VERSE 151) 

 When Nityänanda Prabhu arrived, Rämacandra Khän did not receive Him personally but 

sent his servant to inform Him indirectly to go away. 

 

The servant informed Lord Nityänanda, “My dear Sir, Rämacandra Khän has sent me to 

accommodate You in some common man’s house. You might go to the house of a milkman, for 

the cowshed is spacious, whereas the space here in the Durgä-maëòapa is insufficient because 

You have many followers with You.” (VERSES 152-153) 

 

“When Nityänanda Prabhu heard this order from the servant of Rämacandra Khän, He became 

very angry and came out. Laughing very loudly, He spoke as follows.” “Rämacandra Khän has 

spoken rightly. This place is unfit for Me. It is fit for cow-killing meat-eaters.” (VERSES 154-

155) 
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Having said this, Lord Nityänanda stood up and left in an angry mood. To chastise Rämacandra 

Khän, He did not even stay in that village.(VERSE 156) 

 

“Rämacandra Khän ordered the servant to dig up the dirt in the place where Nityänanda Prabhu 

had sat. To purify the Durgä-maëòapa temple and the courtyard, Rämacandra Khän sprinkled 

and smeared it with water mixed with cow dung, but still his mind was unsatisfied.” (VERSES 

157-158) 

 

2. RÄMACANDRA KHÄN GETTING THE REACTION (VERSES 159-164) 

 

Rämacandra Khän’s business was questionable, for he tried to avoid paying income tax to the 

government. Therefore the government’s minister of finance was angry and came to his 

residence. (VERSE 159) 

 

“The Muslim minister made his residence in the Durgä-maëòapa of Rämacandra Khän. He killed 

a cow and cooked the meat at that very place.” (VERSE 160) 

 

“He arrested Rämacandra Khän, along with his wife and sons, and then he continuously 

plundered the house and village for three days.” (VERSE 161) 

 

“In that very room he cooked the flesh of a cow for three consecutive days. Then the next day he 

left, accompanied by his followers.” (VERSE 162) 

 

jäti-dhana-jana khänera sakala la-ila 
bahu-dina paryanta gräma ujäòa rahila 

 

“The Muslim minister took away Rämacandra Khän’s position, wealth and followers. For many 

days the village remained deserted.” (VERSE 163) 

 

mahäntera apamäna ye deça-gräme haya 
eka janära doñe saba deça ujäòaya 
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“Wherever an advanced devotee is insulted, for one man’s fault the entire town or place is 

afflicted.” (VERSE 164) 

 

HARIDÄS THÄKURA PREACHES TO GOPÄL CHAKRAVARTY ABOUT THE 

GLORIES OF THE HOLY NAME (VERSES 165-214) 

 

1. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA’S STAY AT CÄNDAPURA (VERSES 165-168) 

 

“Haridäsa Öhäkura walked until he came to the village known as Cändapura. There he stayed at 

the house of Balaräma Äcärya.” (VERSE 165) 

 

“Hiraëya and Govardhana were the two governmental treasurers in that division of the country. 

Their priest was named Balaräma Äcärya.” (VERSE 166) 

 

“Balaräma Äcärya, being favored by Haridäsa Öhäkura, was very much attached to him. 

Therefore he kept Haridäsa Öhäkura in the village with great care and attention. Haridäsa 

Öhäkura was given a solitary thatched cottage, where he performed the chanting of the Hare 

Kåñëa mahä-mantra. He accepted prasädam at the house of Balaräma Äcärya” (VERSES 167-168) 

 

2. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA’S MERCY ON RAGHUNÄTHA DÄSA (VERSES 169-170) 

 

“Raghunätha däsa, who was the son of Govardhana Majumadära and was later to become 

Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé, was at that time a boy engaged in study. He came to see Haridäsa 

Öhäkura daily. Naturally Haridäsa Öhäkura was merciful toward him, and because of the 

merciful benediction of this Vaiñëava, he later attained the shelter of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s 

lotus feet.” (VERSES 169-170) 

 

3. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA AT THE RESIDENCE OF HIRAËYA & GOVARDHANA (VERSES 

171-189) 
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“One day Balaräma Äcärya requested Haridäsa Öhäkura with great humility to come to the 

assembly of the Majumadäras, Hiraëya and Govardhana. Thus Balaräma Äcärya went there with 

Haridäsa Öhäkura. Seeing Haridäsa Öhäkura, the two brothers immediately stood up and fell at 

his lotus feet. Then with great respect they offered him a place to sit.” (VERSES 172-173)  

 

“In that assembly were many learned scholars, brähmaëas and respectable gentlemen. The two 

brothers Hiraëya and Govardhana were also greatly learned. Everyone there began to speak of 

Haridäsa Öhäkura’s great qualities as if they had five mouths. Hearing this, both brothers were 

extremely happy.” (VERSES 174-175) 

  

“It was mentioned in the assembly that Haridäsa Öhäkura chanted the holy names of Kåñëa 

300,000 times a day. Thus all the learned scholars began to discuss the glories of the holy 

name.” (VERSE 176) 

 

VERSE 177 

 

Liberation 

Freed from 
sinful 

reactions 

By chanting 
Holy Name 

Scholar’s 
opinion 

 

 

4. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA EXTOLLING THE GLORIES OF THE HOLY NAME (VERSES 178-

189) 

 

 “These two benedictions are not the true result of chanting the holy name. Actually, by 

chanting the holy name without offenses, one awakens his ecstatic love for the lotus feet of 
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Kåñëa.” (VERSE 178) 

  

evaà-vrataù sva-priya-näma-kértyä 
 jätänurägo druta-citta uccaiù 
hasaty atho roditi rauti gäyaty 

 unmäda-van nåtyati loka-bähyaù 
 

 “‘When a person is actually advanced and takes pleasure in chanting the holy name of the Lord, 

who is very dear to him, he is agitated and loudly chants the holy name. He also laughs, cries, 

becomes agitated and chants just like a madman, not caring for outsiders.’” (VERSE 179 – SMB 

11.2.40) 

 

“Liberation and extinction of the reactions of sinful life are two concomitant by-products of 

chanting the holy name of the Lord. An example is found in the gleams of morning sunlight.” 

(VERSE 180) 

 

“As the rising sun immediately dissipates all the world’s darkness, which is deep like an ocean, 

so the holy name of the Lord, if chanted once without offenses, dissipates all the reactions of a 

living being’s sinful life. All glories to that holy name of the Lord, which is auspicious for the 

entire world.” (VERSE 181- Padyävalé 16) 

 

After reciting this verse, Haridäsa Öhäkura said, “O learned scholars, please explain the meaning 

of this verse.” But the audience requested Haridäsa Öhäkura, “It is better for you to explain the 

meaning of this important verse.” (VERSE 182) 

 

VERSES 183-186 
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As Sun begins to rise, 
even before it is visible 

Dissipates sinful 
reactions 

immediately 

Dissipates 
darkness of 

night 

First hint that 
offenseless chanting 

of holy name has 
awakened 

 

 

Liberation 
Glimpse of the 
awakening of 

offenseless 
chanting 

Fear of thieves, 
ghosts and demons 

immediately 
disappears 

First 
glimpse of 
sunlight 

 

   

When the sun 
is actually 

visible 

One awakens to 
service in ecstatic 

love at the lotus feet 
of Kåñëa. 

Everything is manifest, 
and everyone begins 

performing his religious 
activities and regulative 

duties 

When one chants 
the holy name 
offenselessly 
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mriyamäëo harer näma 
 gåëan putropacäritam 
ajämilo ‘py agäd dhäma 

 kim uta çraddhayä gåëan 
 

 “‘While dying, Ajämila chanted the holy name of the Lord, intending to call his son Näräyaëa. 

Nevertheless, he attained the spiritual world. What then to speak of those who chant the holy 

name with faith and reverence?’” (VERSE 187 – SMB 6.2.49) 

 

“Liberation, which is unacceptable for a pure devotee, is always offered by Kåñëa without 

difficulty. (VERSE 188) 

 

“‘My devotees do not accept sälokya, särñöi, särüpya, sämépya or oneness with Me—even if I 

offer these liberations—in preference to serving Me.’” (VERSE 189 – SMB 3.29.13) 

 

5. GOPÄLA CAKRAVARTÉ OBJECTING HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA (VERSES 190-194) 

 

“At the house of Hiraëya and Govardhana Majumadära, a person named Gopäla Cakravarté was 

officially the chief tax collector. This Gopäla Cakravarté lived in Bengal. His duty as chief tax 

collector was to collect 1,200,000 coins to deposit in the treasury of the emperor.” (VERSES 

190-191) 

 

parama-sundara, paëòita, nütana-yauvana 
nämäbhäse ‘mukti’ çuni’ nä ha-ila sahana 

 

“He [Gopäl Chakravarty]had handsome bodily features, and he was learned and youthful, but he 

could not tolerate the statement that simply by glimpsing the awakening of the Lord’s holy name 

one can attain liberation.” (VERSE 192) 

 Vaiñëavas know that simply by chanting the holy name of the Lord offenselessly, one 

achieves liberation as a by-product. 

 

This young man, Gopäla Cakravarté, became very angry upon hearing the statements of Haridäsa 
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Öhäkura. He immediately criticized him. “O assembly of learned scholars,” he said, “just hear 

the conclusion of the emotional devotee. (VERSE 193) 

 

“After many millions upon millions of births, when one is complete in absolute knowledge, one 

still may not attain liberation, yet this man says that one may attain it simply by the awakening 

of a glimpse of the holy name.” (VERSE 194) 

 

6. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA CLARIFYING GOPÄLA CAKRAVARTÉ (VERSES 195-197) 

 

“Why are you doubtful? The revealed scriptures say that one can attain liberation simply by a 

glimpse of offenseless chanting of the holy name. (VERSE 195) 

 

“For a devotee who enjoys the transcendental bliss of devotional service, liberation is most 

insignificant. Therefore pure devotees never desire to achieve liberation. (VERSE 196) 

 

“My dear Lord, O master of the universe, since I have directly seen You, my transcendental bliss 

has taken the shape of a great ocean. Being situated in that ocean, I now realize all other so-

called happiness, including even brahmänanda, to be like the water contained in the hoofprint 

of a calf.” (VERSE 197 - Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya 14.36) 

 

7. GOPÄLA CAKRAVARTÉ OFFENDING HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA (VERSES 198-199) 

 

Gopäla Cakravarté said, “If one is not liberated by nämäbhäsa, then you may be certain that I 

shall cut off your nose.” (VERSE 198) 

 

Then Haridäsa Öhäkura accepted the challenge offered by Gopäla Cakravarté. “If by nämäbhäsa 

liberation is not available,” he said, “certainly I shall cut off my nose.”(VERSE 199) 

 

8. REACTION OF ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (VERSES 200 – 207) 
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“All the members of the assembly who had heard the challenge were greatly agitated, and they 

got up, making a tumultuous sound. Hiraëya and Govardhana Majumadära both immediately 

chastised the brähmaëa tax collector.” (VERSE 200) 

 

baläi-purohita täre karilä bhartsana 
“ghaöa-paöiyä mürkha tuïi bhakti käìhä jäna? 

 

The priest named Balaräma Äcärya also chastised Gopäla Cakravarté. “You are a foolish 

logician,” he said. “What do you know about the devotional service of the Lord?” (VERSE 201) 

 

“You have insulted Haridäsa Öhäkura. Thus there will be a dangerous position for you. You 

should not expect anything auspicious.” (VERSE 202) 

 

“Then Haridäsa Öhäkura got up to leave, and the Majumadäras, the masters of Gopäla 

Cakravarté, immediately kicked him out and dismissed him from their service.” (VERSE 203) 

 

With all the members of the assembly, the two Majumadäras fell at the lotus feet of Haridäsa 

Öhäkura. Haridäsa Öhäkura was smiling, however, and he spoke in a sweet voice.” (VERSE 204) 

 

9. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA’S RESPONSE (VERSES 205-207) 

 

“None of you are at fault,” he said. “Indeed, even this ignorant so-called brähmaëa is not at 

fault, for he is accustomed to dry speculation and logic.” (VERSE 205) 

 

“One cannot understand the glories of the holy name simply by logic and argument. Therefore 

this man cannot possibly understand the glories of the holy name.” (VERSE 206) 

  

“All of you may now go to your homes. May Lord Kåñëa bestow His blessings upon you all. Do 

not be sorry because of my being insulted.” (VERSE 207) 

 From this statement by Haridäsa Öhäkura, it is understood that a pure Vaiñëava never 

takes anyone’s insults seriously. 
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 A Vaiñëava is always tolerant and submissive like trees and grass. He tolerates insults 

offered by others, for he is simply interested in chanting the holy name of the Lord 

without being disturbed. 

 

10. GOPÄLA CAKRAVARTÉ GETTING THE REACTION (VERSES 208 -213) 

 

“Then Hiraëya däsa Majumadära returned to his home and ordered that Gopäla Cakravarté not 

be admitted therein.” (VERSE 208) 

 

“Within three days that brähmaëa was attacked by leprosy, and as a result his highly raised nose 

melted away and fell off.” (VERSE 209) 

 
campaka-kali-sama hasta-padäìguli 

koìkaòa ha-ila saba, kuñöhe gela gali’ 
 

“The brähmaëa’s toes and fingers were beautiful like golden-colored campaka buds, but because 

of leprosy they all withered and gradually melted away.” (VERSE 210) 

 

“Seeing the condition of Gopäla Cakravarté, everyone was astonished. Everyone praised the 

influence of Haridäsa Öhäkura and offered him obeisances.” (VERSE 211) 

 
yadyapi haridäsa viprera doña nä la-ilä 

tathäpi éçvara täre phala bhuïjäilä 
 

“Although Haridäsa Öhäkura, as a Vaiñëava, did not take seriously the brähmaëa’s offense, the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead could not tolerate it, and thus he made the brähmaëa suffer the 

consequences.” (VERSE 212)  

 

bhakta-svabhäva,—ajïa-doña kñamä kare 
kåñëa-svabhäva,—bhakta-nindä sahite nä päre“ 

 

A characteristic of a pure devotee is that he excuses any offense by an ignorant rascal. A 

characteristic of Kåñëa, however, is that He cannot tolerate blasphemy of His devotees.” (VERSE 
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213) 

 A Vaiñëava strictly follows this principle of being humbler than the grass and more 

tolerant than a tree, expecting no honor from others but offering honor to everyone. 

 Kåñëa, however, cannot tolerate any insults or blasphemy against a Vaiñëava. 

 Offending or blaspheming a Vaiñëava has been described as the greatest offense, and it 

has been compared to a mad elephant. When a mad elephant enters a garden, it ruins all 

the creepers, flowers and trees. Similarly, if a devotee properly executing his devotional 

service becomes an offender at the lotus feet of his spiritual master or another Vaiñëava, 

his devotional service is spoiled. 

 

“Haridäsa Öhäkura was unhappy when he heard that the brähmaëa Gopäla Cakravarté had been 

attacked by leprosy. Thus after informing Balaräma Äcärya, the priest of Hiraëya Majumadära, 

he went to Çäntipura, the home of Advaita Äcärya.” (VERSE 214) 

 

HARIDÄS ÖHÄKURA AND ADVAITA ÄCÄRYA (ÇRÄDDHA-PÄTRA) (VERSES 

215-226) 

 

1. HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA’S STAY IN ÇÄNTIPURA (VERSE 215 – 217) 

 

“Upon meeting Advaita Äcärya, Haridäsa Öhäkura offered Him respect and obeisances. Advaita 

Äcärya embraced him and showed respect to him in return.” (VERSE 215) 

 

“On the bank of the Ganges, in a solitary place, Advaita Äcärya made a cavelike home for 

Haridäsa Öhäkura and spoke to him about the real meaning of Çrémad-Bhägavatam and the 

Bhagavad-gétä in terms of devotional service.” (VERSE 216) 

 

“Haridäsa Öhäkura accepted food daily at the house of Advaita Äcärya. Meeting together, the 

two of them would taste the nectar of discourses on the subject matter of Kåñëa.” (VERSE 217) 

 

2. ÇRÄDDHA-PÄTRA CEREMONY (VERSES 218-222) 
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Haridäsa Öhäkura said, “My dear Advaita Äcärya, let me submit something before Your Honor. 

Every day You give me alms of food to eat. What is the necessity of this? Sir, You are living 

within a society of great, great brähmaëas and aristocrats, but without fear or shame You adore a 

lower-class man like me.” (VERSE 218-219) 

 

alaukika äcära tomära kahite päi bhaya 
sei kåpä karibä,—yäte mora rakñä haya“ 

 

 “My dear Sir, Your behavior is uncommon. Indeed, sometimes I am afraid to speak to You. But 

please favor me by protecting me from the behavior of society.” (VERSE 220) 

 At present, many Vaiñëavas are coming to our Kåñëa consciousness movement from 

among the Europeans and Americans, and although men like Rämacandra Khän are 

always envious of such Vaiñëavas, one should follow in the footsteps of Çré Advaita 

Äcärya by treating all of them as Vaiñëavas. Although they are not as exalted as Haridäsa 

Öhäkura, such Americans and Europeans, having accepted the principles of Vaiñëava 

philosophy and behavior, should never be excluded from Vaiñëava society. 

 

äcärya kahena,—“tumi nä kariha bhaya 
sei äcariba, yei çästra-mata haya 

 

Advaita Äcärya replied, “My dear Haridäsa, do not be afraid. I shall behave strictly according to 

the principles of the revealed scriptures. (VERSE 221) 

 Çréla Advaita Äcärya was not afraid of the strict brahminical culture and customs of 

society. As stated in the çästric injunctions, which are the true medium of evidence or 

proof, anyone can go back to Godhead, even if born of a low family. 

  

mäà hi pärtha vyapäçritya ye ‘pi syuù päpa-yonayaù 
striyo vaiçyäs tathä çüdräs te ‘pi yänti paräà gatim 

 

“O son of Påthä, those who take shelter in Me, though they be of lower birth—women, 

vaiçyas [merchants] and çüdras [workers]—can attain the supreme destination.” (BG 

9.32) 
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kiräta-hüëändhra-pulinda-pulkaçä 
äbhéra-çumbhä yavanäù khasädayaù 
ye 'nye ca päpä yad-apäçrayäçrayäù 

çudhyanti tasmai prabhaviñëave namaù 
 

“Kiräta, Hüëa, Ändhra, Pulinda, Pulkaça, Äbhéra, Çumbha, Yavana, members of the 

Khasa races and even others addicted to sinful acts can be purified by taking shelter of 

the devotees of the Lord, due to His being the supreme power. I beg to offer my 

respectful obeisances unto Him.” (SMB 2.4.18) 

 

“Feeding you is equal to feeding ten million brähmaëas,” Advaita Äcärya said. “Therefore, 

accept this çräddha-pätra.” Thus Advaita Äcärya made him eat. (VERSE 222) 

  

brähmaëänäà sahasrebhyaù satra-yäjé viçiñyate 
satra-yäji-sahasrebhyaù sarva-vedänta-päragaù 
sarva-vedänta-vit-koöyä viñëu-bhakto viçiñyate 
vaiñëavänäà sahasrebhya ekänty eko viçiñyate 

 

“A brähmaëa qualified to offer sacrifices is better than an ordinary brähmaëa, and better 

than such a brähmaëa is one who has studied all the Vedic scriptures. Among many such 

brähmaëas, one who is a devotee of Lord Viñëu is the best, and among many such Vaiñëavas, 

one who fully engages in the service of the Lord is the best.”(Bhakti Sandarbha 177, Garuòa 

Puräëa) 

 

  

na me ‘bhaktaç catur-vedé mad-bhaktaù çva-pacaù priyaù 
tasmai deyaà tato grähyaà sa ca püjyo yathä hy aham 

 

Lord Kåñëa says, “Even if a nondevotee comes from a brähmaëa family and is expert in 

studying the Vedas, he is not very dear to Me, whereas even if a sincere devotee comes from 

a low family of meat-eaters, he is very dear to Me. Such a sincere pure devotee should be 

given charity, for he is as worshipable as I.” 
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3. EXTERNAL REASON FOR LORD GAURANGÄ’S APPEARANCE (VERSES 223-226) 

 
jagat-nistära lägi’ karena cintana 

avaiñëava-jagat kemane ha-ibe mocana? 
 

Advaita Äcärya was always absorbed in thoughts of how to deliver the fallen souls of the entire 

world. “The entire world is full of nondevotees,” He thought. “How will they be delivered?” 

(VERSE 223) 

 

2.1 STANDARD FOR ÄCÄRYAS (VERSE 223) 

 

 An äcärya must always be eager to deliver the fallen souls.  

 The role of an äcärya is not to earn his livelihood through the income of the temple. It 

would be better for him to accept service even as a sweeper in the street, for that is a 

more honorable means of earning one’s living. 

 

 

Endeavors to 
preach bhakti cult 
all over the world 

Follows in 
footsteps of his 
predecessors 

Knows 
conclusions of 

çästras 

Who is an 
äcärya? 

 

“Determined to deliver all the fallen souls, Advaita Äcärya decided to cause Kåñëa to descend. 

With this vow, He began to offer Ganges water and tulasé leaves to worship the Lord.” (VERSE 

224) 

 
“Similarly, Haridäsa Öhäkura chanted in his cave on the bank of the Ganges with the intention  
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ADVAITA ÄCÄRYA PRAYING TO ÇALIGRAMA ÇILA 
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of causing Kåñëa’s descent.” (VERSE 225) 

 

“Because of the devotional service of these two persons, Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu 

descended as an incarnation. Thus He preached the holy name of the Lord and ecstatic love of 

Kåñëa to deliver the entire world.” (VERSE 226) 

 

HARIDÄS THÄKURA DELIVERS MÄYÄDEVI (VERSES 227-255) 

 

1. CONSCIOUSNESS IN WHICH TO HEAR THIS PASTIME (VERSES 227-228) 

 

“There is another incident concerning Haridäsa Öhäkura’s uncommon behavior. One will be 

astonished to hear about it. Hear about such incidents without putting forth dry arguments, for 

these incidents are beyond our material reasoning. One must believe in them with faith.”  

 

2. MÄYÄDEVI TRYING TO ALLURE HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA (VERSES 229 – 238) 

 
“One day Haridäsa Öhäkura was sitting in his cave, reciting the holy name of the Lord very 

loudly.” (VERSE 229) 

 

A. SCENIC BEAUTY AROUND THE CAVE (VERSES 230-231) 

 

“The night was full of moonlight, which made the waves of the Ganges look dazzling. All 

directions were clear and bright. Thus everyone who saw the beauty of the cave, with the tulasé 

plant on a clean altar, was astonished and satisfied at heart.” (VERSES 230-231) 

 

B. MÄYÄDEVI’S APPEARANCE (VERSES 232-233) 

 

“A woman appeared in the courtyard. The beauty of her body - tinged the entire place with a 

yellow hue - scent of her body - perfumed all directions -tinkling of her ornaments startled the 

ear.” (VERSES 232-233) 
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C. MÄYÄDEVI’S ALLUREMENT (VERSES 234-238) 

 

“She offered obeisances and circumambulated the tulasé plant - came to the door of the cave 

where Haridäsa Öhäkura was sitting. With folded hands she offered obeisances at the lotus feet 

of Haridäsa Öhäkura. Sitting at the door, she then spoke in a very sweet voice.” (VERSES 234-

235) 

 

“My dear friend,” she said, “you are the friend of the entire world. You are so beautiful and 

qualified. I have come here only for union with you. My dear sir, kindly accept me and be 

merciful toward me, for it is a characteristic of all saintly persons to be kind toward the poor and 

fallen.” (VERSE 236-237) 

 

“After saying this, she began to manifest various postures, which even the greatest philosopher 

would lose his patience upon seeing.” (VERSE 238) 

 

3. HARIDÄS THÄKURA’S RESPONSE (VERSES 239 - 246) 

 

“Haridäsa Öhäkura was immovable, for he was deeply determined. He began to speak to her, 

being very merciful toward her.” (VERSE 239) 

 

“I have been initiated into a vow to perform a great sacrifice by chanting the holy name a certain 

number of times every day. As long as the vow to chant is unfulfilled, I do not desire anything 

else. Sit down at the door - hear the chanting. When chanting is finished - satisfy you as you 

desire.” (VERSES 240-242) 

 

“Thus the woman - began to hear the chanting - morning approached – she left.” (VERSE 243-

244) 

ei-mata tina-dina kare ägamana 
nänä bhäva dekhäya, yäte brahmära hare mana 

 

“For three days she approached Haridäsa Öhäkura in this way, exhibiting various feminine 
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postures that would bewilder the mind of even Lord Brahmä.” (VERSE 245) 

 

kåñëe nämäviñöa-manä sadä haridäsa 
araëye rodita haila stré-bhäva-prakäça 

 

“Haridäsa Öhäkura was always absorbed in thoughts of Kåñëa and the holy name of Kåñëa. 

Therefore the feminine poses the woman exhibited were just like crying in the forest.” (VERSE 

246) 

 

4. MÄYÄDEVI REVEALING HER IDENTITY (VERSES 247 - 251) 

 

“My dear sir, for three days you have cheated me by giving me false assurances, for I see that 

throughout the entire day and night your chanting of the holy name is never finished.” (VERSE 

248) 

 

Haridäsa Öhäkura said, “My dear friend, what can I do? I have made a vow. How, then, can I 

give it up?” (VERSE 249) 

 

tabe näré kahe täìre kari’ namaskära 
’ämi—mäyä’ karite äiläìa parékñä tomära 

 

“After offering obeisances to Haridäsa Öhäkura, the woman said, “I am the illusory energy of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead. I came here to test you.” (VERSE 250) 

  

daivé hy eñä guëa-mayé mama mäyä duratyayä 
mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te 

 

“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material nature, is difficult 

to overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me can easily cross beyond it.”  (BG 

7.14) 
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MÄYÄDEVI TRYING TO TEMPT HARIDÄSA ÖHÄKURA 
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 This was actually proved by the behavior of Haridäsa Öhäkura. Mäyä enchants the entire 

world. Indeed, people have forgotten the ultimate goal of life because of the dazzling 

attractions of the material world. But this dazzling attraction, especially the attractive 

beauty of a woman, is meant for persons who are not surrendered to the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead. 

 

brahmädi jéva, ämi sabäre mohiluì 
ekelä tomäre ämi mohite näriluì 

 

 “I have previously captivated the mind of even Brahmä, what to speak of others. Your mind 

alone have I failed to attract. (VERSE 251) 

 The demigods, human beings, animals, birds, beasts, trees and plants are all attracted by 

sexual desire. 

 The verdict of the çästras is that a pure Vaiñëava, or devotee of the Lord, never thinks of 

enjoying the material world, which culminates in sex life. He never thinks himself an 

enjoyer; instead, he always wants to be enjoyed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Therefore the conclusion is that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is eternal, 

transcendental, beyond the perception of sense gratification and beyond the material 

qualities. 

 Only if a living entity gives up the false conception that the body is the self and always 

thinks himself an eternal servant of Kåñëa and the Vaiñëavas can he surpass the influence 

of mäyä (mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te (BG 7.14). 

 

5. MÄYÄDEVI GETTING INITIATED (VERSES 252 - 256) 

 

“My dear sir, you are the foremost devotee. Simply seeing you and hearing you chant the holy 

name of Kåñëa has purified my consciousness. Now I want to chant the holy name of the Lord. 

Please be kind to me by instructing me about the ecstasy of chanting the Hare Kåñëa mahä-

mantra.” (VERSES 252-253) 

 

“There is now a flood of the eternal nectar of love of Godhead due to the incarnation of Lord 
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Caitanya. All living entities are floating in that flood. The entire world is now thankful to the 

Lord. Anyone who does not float in this inundation is most condemned. Such a person cannot 

be delivered for millions of kalpas.” (VERSES 254-255) 

 

“Formerly I received the holy name of Lord Räma from Lord Çiva, but now, due to your 

association, I am greatly eager to chant the holy name of Lord Kåñëa. (VERSE 256) 

 

“Please give me the holy name of Kåñëa and thus make me fortunate, so that I also may float in 

the flood of love of Godhead inaugurated by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.” (VERSE 258) 

 

“After speaking in this way, Mäyä worshiped the lotus feet of Haridäsa Öhäkura, who initiated 

her by saying, “Just perform chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra.” (VERSE 259) 

 

GLORY OF THE HARE KRISHNA MANTRA COMPARED TO OTHER NAMES 

(VERSES 257-272) 

 

mukti-hetuka täraka haya ‘räma-näma’ 
’kåñëa-näma’ päraka haïä kare prema-däna 

 

 “The holy name of Lord Räma certainly gives liberation, but the holy name of Kåñëa transports 

one to the other side of the ocean of nescience and at last gives one ecstatic love of Kåñëa. 

(VERSE 257) 

 

WHY PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE FAITH IN THESE NARRATIONS (VERSES 261 – 266) 

 

pratéta karite kahi käraëa ihära 
yähära çravaëe haya viçväsa sabära 

 

“Therefore I shall explain the reasons why people should have faith. Everyone who hears this 

will be faithful.” (VERSE 261) 
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caitanyävatäre kåñëa-preme lubdha haïä 
brahma-çiva-sanakädi påthivéte janmiyä 

 

“During the incarnation of Lord Caitanya to inaugurate the Kåñëa consciousness movement, 

even such personalities as Lord Brahmä, Lord Çiva and the four Kumäras took birth upon this 

earth, being allured by ecstatic love of Lord Kåñëa.” (VERSE 262) 

 

kåñëa-näma laïä näce, prema-vanyäya bhäse 
närada-prahlädädi äse manuñya-prakäçe 

 

“All of them, including the great sage Närada and devotees like Prahläda, came here in the guise 

of human beings, chanting the holy names of Lord Kåñëa together and dancing and floating in 

the inundation of love of Godhead.” (VERSE 263) 

 

lakñmé-ädi kari’ kåñëa-preme lubdha haïä 
näma-prema äsvädilä manuñye janmiyä 

 

“The goddess of fortune and others, allured by love of Kåñëa, also came down in the form of 

human beings and tasted the holy name of the Lord in love.” (VERSE 264) 

 

anyera kä kathä, äpane vrajendra-nandana 
avatari’ karena prema-rasa äsvädana 

 

What to speak of others, even Kåñëa, the son of Nanda Mahäräja, personally descends to taste 

the nectar of love of Godhead in the form of the chanting of Hare Kåñëa. (VERSE 265) 

 

mäyä-däsé ‘prema’ mäge,—ithe ki vismaya? 
’sädhu-kåpä’-‘näma’ vinä ‘prema’ nä janmaya 

 

What is the wonder if the maidservant of Kåñëa, His external energy, begs for love of Godhead? 

Without the mercy of a devotee and without the chanting of the holy name of the Lord, love of 

Godhead cannot be possible. (VERSE 266) 
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In the activities of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, the three worlds dance and chant, having 

come in touch with love of Godhead. This is the characteristic of His pastimes. (VERSE 267) 

 

“The holy name of Kåñëa is so attractive that anyone who chants it—including all living entities, 

moving and nonmoving, and even Lord Kåñëa Himself—becomes imbued with love of Kåñëa. 

This is the effect of chanting the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra.” (VERSE 268) 

 

haridäsa öhäkurera kahiluì mahimära kaëa 
yähära çravaëe bhaktera juòäya çravaëa 

 

I have described but a fragment of the glories of Haridäsa Öhäkura. Hearing this satisfies the 

aural reception of every devotee. (VERSE 271) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 


