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jaya jaya gauracandra jaya nityänanda
jayädvaita-candra jaya gaura-bhakta-vånda
All glories to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu!
All glories to Lord Nityänanda!
All glories to Advaitacandra!
And all glories to all the devotees of the Lord!
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BEDÄ KIRTANA PASTIMES OF ÇRI CAITANYA
MAHÄPRABHU

Texts 1-13: Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya begs Caitanya Mahäprabhu to give
mercy to Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja

 Bhaööäcärya requested Lord Caitanya to permit him to submit a
fearless statement (TEXT 3)
 The Lord said – “If suitable He would accept it, else reject” (TEXT 4)
 Bhaööäcärya – “King Pratäparudra - Anxious to meet You - Your
permission.” (TEXT 5)
 Lord covered His ears – said – “Why are you requesting an undesirable
thing?” (TEXT 6)
TEXT 7
virakta sannyäsé ämära räja-daraçana
stré-daraçana-sama viñera bhakñaëa
“Since I am in the renounced order, it is as dangerous for Me to meet a
king as to meet a woman. To meet either would be just like drinking
poison.”
TEXT 8
niñkiïcanasya bhagavad-bhajanonmukhasya
päraà paraà jigamiñor bhava-sägarasya
sandarçanaà viñayiëäm atha yoñitäà ca
hä hanta hanta viña-bhakñaëato ’py asädhu
Greatly lamenting, the Lord then informed Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya,
“‘Alas, for a person who is seriously desiring to cross the material ocean
and engage in the transcendental loving service of the Lord without
material motives, seeing a materialist engaged in sense gratification or
seeing a woman who is similarly interested is more abominable than
drinking poison willingly.’” (Çré Caitanya-candrodaya-näöaka 8.23)
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1

Lesson 1: Spiritual advancement is not meant for magic shows
and jugglery but for crossing the material world and being
transferred to the spiritual world.

PURPORT: TEXT 8
9 Vaitaraëé River is compared to a great ocean, it is named bhavasägara, the ocean of repeated birth and death.

2

Lesson 2: A sannyäsé should never see a man or a woman for
material benefit. In addition, talks with materialistic men and
women are also dangerous

PURPORT: TEXT 8
9 In the material world, the via media for sense gratification is mainly
a woman.
9 Lord Caitanya’s strictness - Refused to see the King despite the
request of Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya, who was the Lord’s intimate
friend and devotee.
 Bhaööäcärya – “What You have said is correct - But this King is not an
ordinary king - Great devotee and servant of Lord Jagannätha.” (TEXT
9)
TEXT 10
prabhu kahe,—tathäpi räjä käla-sarpäkära
käñöha-näré-sparçe yaiche upaje vikära
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, “Although it is correct that the King is a
great devotee, he is still to be considered a venomous snake. Similarly,
even though a woman be made of wood, one becomes agitated simply by
touching her form.
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TEXT 11
äkäräd api bhetavyaà stréëäà viñayiëäm api
yathäher manasaù kñobhas tathä tasyäkåter api
Just as one is immediately frightened upon seeing a live serpent or even
the form of a serpent, one endeavoring for self-realization should similarly
fear a materialistic person and a woman. Indeed, he should not even
glance at their bodily features.’”

3
4

Lesson 3: However qualified a materialist may be, he is no
better than a venomous serpent
Lesson 4: One should not trust his mind, which is so fickle
that it can give way to enemies at any moment. One should
never think that his mind is trained and that he can do
whatever he likes.

PURPORT: TEXT 10
9 Although the mind may be merged in spiritual consciousness, one
should always be very careful in dealing with it, just as one is
careful in dealing with a snake.

5

Lesson 5: Chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra engages the mind
at the lotus feet of Kåñëa constantly; thus the mind’s enemies
do not have a chance to strike.

PURPORT: TEXT 10
9 The mind is specifically agitated through the association of
materialistic men and women.
9 Once we indulge the mind, it can create havoc in this life, even
though we may be spiritually advanced.
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 “If you continue to speak like this - never see Me here again Therefore never let such a request come from your mouth.” (TEXT
12)
 Särvabhauma afraid - returned home - meditate on the matter. (TEXT
13)
Texts 14-32: Rämänanda Räya informs Lord Caitanya about Pratäpa
Rudra’s favor upon him
 Mahäräja Pratäparudra arrived at Puré – with his secretaries, ministers
and military officers - visited to the temple of Lord Jagannätha. (TEXT
14)
 Rämänanda Räya came with him - goes to Lord Caitanya (TEXT 15)
 Offer obeisances - Lord embraces - both start to cry - devotees
astonished. (TEXTS 16-17)
1. Rämänanda Räya glorifying King (TEXTS 18-25)
 “Informed King of Your order for me to retire - By Your grace, he
relieved me” (TEXT 18)
 “Not willing to engage in politics - desire only to stay at Lord
Caitanya’s lotus feet – permit me.” (TEXT 19)
 “King pleased upon hearing Your name and embraced me.” (TEXT 20)
 “Overwhelmed by ecstatic love – held my hand” (TEXT 21)
TEXT 22
tomära ye vartana, tumi khäo sei vartana
niçcinta haïä bhaja caitanyera caraëa
“As soon as he heard my petition, he immediately granted me a pension
without reductions. Thus the King granted me a full salary as a pension
and requested me to engage without anxiety in the service of Your lotus
feet.”
TEXT 23
ämi—chära, yogya nahi täìra daraçane
täìre yei bhaje täìra saphala jévane
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“Then Mahäräja Pratäparudra very humbly said, ‘I am most fallen and
abominable, and I am unfit to receive an interview with the Lord. One’s
life is successful if one engages in His service.’”
TEXT 24
parama kåpälu teìha vrajendra-nandana
kona-janme more avaçya dibena daraçana
“The King then said, ‘Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is Kåñëa, the son of
Mahäräja Nanda. He is very merciful, and I hope that in a future birth He
will allow me an interview.’
 “I don’t think that there is even a fraction of King’s loving ecstasy in
me.” (TEXT 25)
2. Lord Caitanya replies (TEXTS 26 – 27)
TEXT 26
prabhu kahe,—tumi kåñëa-bhakata-pradhäna
tomäke ye préti kare, sei bhägyavän
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu then said, “My dear Rämänanda Räya, you are
the foremost of all the devotees of Kåñëa; therefore whoever loves you is
certainly a very fortunate person.
TEXT 27
tomäte ye eta préti ha-ila räjära
ei guëe kåñëa täìre karibe aìgékära
“Because the King has shown so much love for you, Lord Kåñëa will
certainly accept him.

6

Lesson 6: The Lord is more pleased when one serves the
servant of the Lord.
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PURPORT: TEXT 27
9 Analogy: “If you love me, love my dog.”
9 Approach the Supreme Lord through His confidential servant
3. Lord Caitanya quotes various texts substantiating greatness of service
to devotees: (TEXTS 28 – 32)
TEXT 28
ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha
na me bhaktäç ca te janäù
mad-bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs
te me bhakta-tamä matäù
“[Lord Kåñëa told Arjuna:] ‘Those who are My direct devotees are actually
not My devotees, but those who are the devotees of My servant are
factually My devotees.’ (Ädi Puräëa)
TEXT 31
ärädhanänäà sarveñäà
viñëor ärädhanaà param
tasmät parataraà devi
tadéyänäà samarcanam
“[Lord Çiva told the goddess Durgä:] ‘My dear Devé, although the Vedas
recommend worship of demigods, the worship of Lord Viñëu is topmost.
However, above the worship of Lord Viñëu is the rendering of service to
Vaiñëavas, who are related to Lord Viñëu.’” (Padma Puräëa)

7

Lesson 7: The worship of devotees engaged in the Lord’s
service in mädhurya-rasa is the supreme spiritual activity.
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S
PURPORT:
TEXT 31
9 Mädhurya-rasa is the supreme transcendental mellow
9 Lord Caitanya and His followers mainly worship Lord Kåñëa in
mädhurya-rasa.
anarpita-caréà cirät karuëayävatérëaù kalau
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasäà sva-bhakti-çriyam
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu appeared in this Age of Kali to exhibit the
superexcellence of mädhurya-rasa, a gift never previously bestowed
by any äcärya or incarnation. Consequently Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu is accepted as the most magnanimous incarnation.
(Vidagdha-mädhava 1.2)
TEXT 32
duräpä hy alpa-tapasaù
sevä vaikuëöha-vartmasu
yatropagéyate nityaà
deva-devo janärdanaù
“‘Those whose austerity is meager can hardly obtain the service of the
pure devotees progressing on the path back to the kingdom of Godhead,
the Vaikuëöhas. Pure devotees engage one hundred percent in glorifying
the Supreme Lord, who is the Lord of the demigods and the controller of
all living entities.’” (SMB 3.7.20)
Texts 33-34: Rämänanda Räya offers obeisances
 Çré Rämänanda Räya offered his obeisances to Paramänanda Puré,
Brahmänanda Bhäraté, Svarüpa Dämodara and Lord Nityänanda and
other devotees
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Texts 35 -40: Rämänanda Räya seeks permission of Lord Caitanya to
take darçana of Lord Jagannäth
 Lord Caitanya asked Rämänanda – “Visited Jagannätha temple?” Räya – “Now go visit” (TEXT 35)
 Lord Caitanya - “What have you done? Why did you not first see Lord
Jagannätha? Why have you come here first?” (TEXT 36)
TEXT 37
räya kahe, caraëa—ratha, hådaya—särathi
yähäì laïä yäya, tähäì yäya jéva-rathé
Rämänanda Räya said, “The legs are like the chariot, and the heart is like
the charioteer. Wherever the heart takes the living entity, the living entity
is obliged to go.”

8

Lesson 8: One who can control the senses by his mind and
intelligence can very easily approach the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, or Viñëu.

PURPORT: TEXT 37
Tad viñëoù paramaà padaà sadä paçyanti sürayaù
Those who are actually advanced approach Lord Viñëu, their ultimate
goal. Such people are never captivated by Lord Viñëu’s external
energy, the material world.
 Räya - “What shall I do? - My mind brought me here - not considered
going first to Lord Jagannätha’s temple.” (TEXT 38)
 Lord Caitanya - “Immediately go to Lord Jagannätha’s temple - Then
go home and meet family members.” (TEXT 39)
 Having received Lord’s permission - Räya hastily went to the temple Who can understand the devotional service of Räya Rämänanda?
(TEXT 40)
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Texts 41 -60: Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya advises Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja
how to get Lord’s mercy
 King Pratäparudra returned Puré - called Bhaööäcärya – offered respects
- inquired. (TEXT 41)
 King – “Submitted my petition to Lord?” - Särvabhauma - “Tried my
best, but not agreeing – If asked again, He would quit Jagannätha Puré
and go elsewhere” (TEXTS 42-43)
1. Mahäräja Pratäparudra’s lamentation (TEXTS 43-47)
TEXT 45
päpé néca uddhärite täìra avatära
jagäi mädhäi teìha karilä uddhära
The King said, “Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has descended just to deliver all
kinds of sinful, lowborn persons. Consequently He has delivered sinners
like Jagäi and Mädhäi.
TEXT 46
pratäparudra chäòi’ karibe jagat nistära
ei pratijïä kari’ kariyächena avatära?
“Alas, has Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu incarnated to deliver all kinds of
sinners with the exception of a king named Mahäräja Pratäparudra?

9

Lesson 9: The more fallen a person is, the more he has the
right to be delivered by the Lord—provided, of course, he
surrenders unto the Lord.
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PURPORT: TEXT 46
9 patita-pävana-hetu tava avatära/ mo-sama patita prabhu nä päibe
ära
9 Mahäräja Pratäparudra considered himself a most fallen soul because
he had to deal with material things constantly and enjoy material
profits.
TEXT 47
adarçanéyän api néca-jätén
saàvékñate hanta tathäpi no mäm
mad-eka-varjaà kåpayiñyatéti
nirëéya kià so ’vatatära devaù
“‘Alas, has Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu made His advent deciding that He
will deliver all others with the exception of me? He bestows His merciful
glance upon many lower-class men who are usually not even to be seen.’”
2. Mahäräja Pratäparudra’s determination – Excellent Example (TEXTS
48-50)
TEXT 48
täìra pratijïä—more nä karibe daraçana
mora pratijïä—täìhä vinä chäòiba jévana
Mahäräja Pratäparudra continued, “If Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is
determined not to see me, then I am determined to give up my life if I do
not see Him.

10

Lesson 10: A devotee with Mahäräja Pratäparudra’s
determination will certainly be victorious in advancing in
Kåñëa consciousness.
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PURPORT: TEXT 48
satataà kértayanto mäà yatantaç ca dåòha-vratäù
namasyantaç ca mäà bhaktyä nitya-yuktä upäsate
“Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination,
bowing down before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with
devotion.” (BG 9.14)
TEXT 49
yadi sei mahäprabhura nä päi kåpä-dhana
kibä räjya, kibä deha,—saba akäraëa
“If I do not receive Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mercy, my body and my
kingdom are certainly useless.”

11

Lesson 11: If one does not receive the Supreme Personality
of Godhead’s mercy, one’s life is defeated.

12

Lesson 12: Without spiritual inquiry, our labor and the
object of our labor are simply a waste of time.

PURPORT: TEXT 49
9 paräbhavas tävad abodha-jäto yävan na jijïäsata ätma-tattvam.
Unless one inquires into spiritual life, everything is useless.
TEXT 50
eta çuni’ särvabhauma ha-ilä cintita
räjära anuräga dekhi’ ha-ilä vismita
“Hearing King Pratäparudra’s determination, Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya
became thoughtful. Indeed, he was very much astonished to see the King’s
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determination.”

13

Lesson 13: Devotional service is so exalted that it can be
executed by anyone in any position. One must simply be
dåòha-vrata, firmly determined.

PURPORT: TEXT 50
9 Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya was astonished because such
determination is not possible for a worldly man attached to material
enjoyment.
9 The King certainly had ample opportunity for material enjoyment,
but he was thinking that his kingdom and everything else was
useless if he could not see Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
9 In Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is stated that bhakti, devotional service,
must be unconditional.
9 No material impediments can actually check the advancement of
devotional service, be it executed by a common man or a king.
3. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya consoles (Text 51-52)
A. Determination
TEXT 51
bhaööäcärya kahe—deva nä kara viñäda
tomäre prabhura avaçya ha-ibe prasäda
Finally Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya said, “My dear King, do not worry.
Because of your firm determination, I am sure that Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu’s mercy will definitely be bestowed upon you.”

14

Lesson 14: The mercy of the spiritual master and Kåñëa
combine to grant success to a devotee engaged in Kåñëa
consciousness.
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PURPORT: TEXT 51
9 Due to King Pratäparudra’s firm determination, the Bhaööäcärya
predicted that the King would receive Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s
mercy without fail.
9 The Bhaööäcärya was the spiritual master of King Pratäparudra, and
he gave his blessings to the effect that the Lord would be merciful
upon the King.

15

Lesson 15: The process is very simple.
1. One need only be firmly convinced by the spiritual master
that Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
2. If one decides this, he can make further progress by
thinking of Kåñëa, chanting of Kåñëa and glorifying Him

PURPORT: TEXT 51
9 Having firm faith in the Bhaööäcärya as his spiritual master, King
Pratäparudra immediately accepted Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu as the
Supreme Lord and began worshiping Him in his mind.

9
yasya deve parä bhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau
tasyaite kathitä hy arthäù prakäçante mahätmanaù
“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the
Lord and the spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowledge
automatically revealed.” (Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad 6.23)
B. Deep love
TEXT 52
teìha—premädhéna, tomära prema—gäòhatara
avaçya karibena kåpä tomära upara
As soon as the Bhaööäcärya saw the King’s firm determination, he declared,
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“The Supreme Lord is approached only by pure love. Your love for Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu is very, very deep; therefore without a doubt He
will be merciful upon you.”

16

Lesson 16: When one engages in devotional service, he must
maintain this firm determination.

PURPORT: TEXT 52
9 Such determination is the first qualification

17

Lesson 17: If the disciple follows the principles rigidly and
undeviatingly, he will certainly receive the mercy of Kåñëa.

4. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya’s suggestions (TEXTS 53-58)
“One means to directly see Him - Ratha-yäträ - Guëòicä garden – read
Gopé-géta.” (TEXTS 53-56)
TEXT 57
bähya-jïäna nähi, se-käle kåñëa-näma çuni,
äliìgana karibena tomäya ‘vaiñëava’ ‘jäni’
“Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu will be in a mood of ecstatic love,
without external consciousness. At that time, as you recite those chapters
from Çrémad-Bhägavatam, He will embrace you, knowing you to be a pure
Vaiñëava.

18

Lesson 18: A Vaiñëava is always ready to help another
Vaiñëava progress toward realization of the Absolute Truth.
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19

Lesson 19: A Vaiñëava is always compassionate, especially
when he sees a prospective devotee very determined (dåòhavrata).
TEXT 58
rämänanda räya, äji tomära prema-guëa
prabhu-äge kahite prabhura phiri’ gela mana

“The Lord has already changed His mind due to Rämänanda Räya’s
description of your pure love for Him.”

20

Lesson 20: Secret of advancement: First there must be the
devotee’s mercy; then Kåñëa’s mercy will descend.

PURPORT: TEXT 58
9 The Lord already declared that Kåñëa would be merciful upon the
King due to the King’s service to the devotees.
9 A common man must first begin to serve the spiritual master, or
the devotee. Then, through the mercy of the devotee, the Lord will
be satisfied.
yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädo
yasyäprasädän na gatiù kuto ’pi
9 Unless one receives the dust of a devotee’s lotus feet on one’s head,
there is no possibility of advancement.
naiñäà matis tävad urukramäìghrià
spåçaty anarthäpagamo yad-arthaù
mahéyasäà päda-rajo-'bhiñekaà
niñkiïcanänäà na våëéta yävat
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PURPORT: TEXT 58
“Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the lotus feet of a
Vaiñëava completely freed from material contamination, persons
very much inclined toward materialistic life cannot be attached to
the lotus feet of the Lord, who is glorified for His uncommon
activities. Only by becoming Kåñëa conscious and taking shelter at
the lotus feet of the Lord in this way can one be freed from material
contamination.” (SMB 7.5.32)
9 Mahäräja Pratäparudra worshiped both Rämänanda Räya and
Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya. Thus he touched the lotus feet of pure
devotees and was able thereby to approach Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu.
 Mahäräja Pratäparudra took Bhaööäcärya’s advice - firmly decided
(TEXT -59)
 King asked – “When is Snäna-yäträ?” - Bhaööäcärya - “Only three days
left” (TEXT-60)
Texts 61 -64: Snäna Yäträ
 Bhaööäcärya returned home - On Snäna-yäträ - Lord Caitanya - very
happy (TEXT 61)
 But when Lord Jagannätha retired - Lord Caitanya very unhappy –
Unable to see Him. (TEXT 62)
PURPORT: TEXT 62
9 Anavasara: After the bathing ceremony of Çré Jagannätha, the body of
the Lord Jagannätha Deity is repainted, and this takes just about a
fortnight to complete.
 Separation from Lord Jagannätha – Lord Caitanya in gopé-bhäva Gave up all association and went to Älälanätha. (TEXT 63)
 Devotees who followed the Lord came into His presence – requested
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to return Puré - Submitted that devotees from Bengal - coming to
Puruñottama-kñetra. (TEXT 64)
Texts 65 -118: Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja observes devotees with the
assistance of Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya
 Bhaööäcärya brought Lord back to Puré - informed king of Lord’s
arrival. (TEXT 65)
 Gopénätha Äcärya told Bhaööäcärya in presence of king – “Two
hundred devotees from Bengal - greatly advanced and devoted to Lord
Caitanya - Arrived at Lake Narendra - waiting - desire residential
quarters and prasädam arrangements” (TEXTS 66-68)
 King - “I will order to temple attendant - He will arrange for
residential quarters, prasädam” (TEXT 69)
 King - “Bhaööäcärya show me - All of Lord Caitanya’s devotees from
Bengal” (TEXT 70)
 Bhaööäcärya - “Gopénätha Äcärya knows – I don’t - He will identify Go up on roof” (TEXTS 71-72)
 Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya + King + Gopénätha Äcärya went on the
roof. (TEXT 73)
 Svarüpa Dämodara + Govinda - took flower garlands and prasädam proceeded towards the Vaiñëavas (TEXT 74)
 Lord Caitanya sent those two persons in advance. King - “Who are
they?” (TEXT 75)
 Bhaööäcärya – “Here is Svarüpa Dämodara - second expansion of Lord’s
body - Other is Govinda - Lord Caitanya’s personal servant - Lord has
sent garlands and remnants of Lord Jagannätha’s food to honor the
devotees from Bengal.” (TEXTS 76 -77)
 Svarüpa Dämodara garlanded Advaita Äcärya- Govinda offered a
second garland to Advaita Äcärya. (TEXT 78)
 Govinda offered obeisances to Advaita Äcärya - Advaita Äcärya asked
Svarüpa Dämodara about him (TEXT 79)
 Svarüpa Dämodara – “Govinda - servant of Éçvara Puré - highly
qualified - Éçvara Puré ordered him to serve Lord Caitanya - Lord keeps
him by His side.” (TEXTS 80-81)
 King – “Whom did Svarüpa Dämodara and Govinda offer the two
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garlands? - His bodily effulgence is so great that He must be a very
great devotee.” (TEXT 82)
1. Gopénätha Äcärya identifying devotees (TEXTS 84-93)
 Gopénätha Äcärya - “His name is Advaita Äcärya - Here are Çréväsa
Paëòita, Vakreçvara Paëòita, Vidyänidhi Äcärya and Gadädhara
Paëòita, Äcäryaratna, Purandara Paëòita, Gaìgädäsa Paëòita and
Çaìkara Paëòita, Muräri Gupta, Paëòita Näräyaëa and Haridäsa
Öhäkura, the deliverer of the whole universe, Hari Bhaööa, and there is
Nåsiàhänanda. Here are Väsudeva Datta and Çivänanda Sena.”
(TEXTS 84-87)
TEXT 88
govinda, mädhava ghoña, ei väsu-ghoña
tina bhäira kértane prabhu päyena santoña
“Here also are Govinda Ghoña, Mädhava Ghoña and Väsudeva Ghoña.
They are three brothers, and their saìkértana, congregational chanting,
pleases the Lord very much.
TEXT 89
räghava paëòita, iìha äcärya nandana
çrémän paëòita ei, çrékänta, näräyaëa
“Here is Räghava Paëòita, here is Nandana Äcärya, there is Çrémän
Paëòita, and here are Çrékänta and Näräyaëa.”

21

Lesson 21: One who is engaged in the Lord’s devotional
service twenty-four hours daily and never forgets the Lord is
called nitya-siddha.
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PURPORT: TEXT 89
gauräìgera saìgi-gaëe nitya-siddha kari’ mäne
se yäya vrajendra-suta-päça
One who is intelligent understands that all the personal associates and
devotees of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu are ever liberated.
éhä yasya harer däsye karmaëä manasä girä
nikhiläsv apy avasthäsu jévan-muktaù sa ucyate
“A person acting in the service of Kåñëa with body, mind, intelligence
and words is a liberated person even within the material world,
although he may be engaged in many so-called material activities.”
(Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, 1.2.187)

22

Lesson 22: One who is nitya-siddha has no business other
than broadcasting the glories of the Lord all over the world
according to his ability.

23

Lesson 23: Narottama däsa Öhäkura - Anyone is a nitya-siddha
if he acts on behalf of Lord Caitanya by spreading the glories
of the holy name of the Lord.

PURPORT: TEXT 89
9 Such people are already associates of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
9 Therefore Narottama däsa Öhäkura says, nitya-siddha kari’ mäne

24

Lesson 24: We should respect those devotees preaching the
glories of the Lord as nitya-siddha and should not consider
them conditioned.
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PURPORT: TEXT 89
9 One should not think that because Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu was
personally present five hundred years ago, only His associates were
liberated
9 Simply by accepting the associates of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu as
nitya-siddha, one can very easily go back home, back to Godhead.

 “Here is Çuklämbara. See, there is Çrédhara. Here is Vijaya, and there is
Vallabha Sena. Here is Puruñottama, and there is Saïjaya. And here are
all the residents of Kuléna-gräma, such as Satyaräja Khän and
Rämänanda. Indeed, all of them are present here. Please see. Here are
Mukunda däsa, Narahari, Çré Raghunandana, Ciraïjéva and Sulocana,
all residents of Khaëòa.” (TEXTS 90-92)
TEXT 93
kateka kahiba, ei dekha yata jana
caitanyera gaëa, saba—caitanya-jévana
How many names shall I speak to you? All the devotees you see here are
associates of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, who is their life and soul.”
2. Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja astonished (TEXTS 94-96)
 King - seeing devotees - very much astonished - never seen such
effulgence (TEXT 94)
TEXT 95
koöi-sürya-sama saba—ujjvala-varaëa
kabhu nähi çuni ei madhura kértana
“Indeed, their effulgence is like the brilliance of a million suns. Nor have I
ever heard the Lord’s names chanted so melodiously.
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Lesson 25: If a devotee sticks strictly to the principles
governing Vaiñëava behavior, his bodily luster will naturally
be attractive, and his singing and chanting of the holy names
of the Lord will be effective.

PURPORT: TEXT 95
9 People will appreciate such kértana without hesitation.
9 Many professional chanters can perform congregational chanting
with various musical instruments in an artistic and musical way,
but their chanting cannot be as attractive as the congregational
chanting of pure devotees.
Bright as
sunshine
Sankirtana
performance is
unparallelled

Symptoms
of pure
devotees

Bodily luster
is effulgent
9 Even dramas about the pastimes of Lord Caitanya or Çré Kåñëa
should be played by devotees. Such dramas will immediately
interest an audience and be full of potency.
Drama
ISKCON
Preaching
tools
Kirtan
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TEXT 96
aiche prema, aiche nåtya, aiche hari-dhvani
kähäì nähi dekhi, aiche kähäì nähi çuni
“I have never before seen such ecstatic love, nor heard the vibration of the
holy name of the Lord chanted in such a way, nor seen such dancing
during saìkértana.”

26

Lesson 26: Anyone who is 1. Pure in life and 2. Devoted to the
mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is to be understood as a
nitya-siddha associate of the Lord.

PURPORT: TEXT 96
9 Jagannätha Puré - World famous kirtana center but the kértana
performed by the associates of the Lord Caitanya was unique.
9 Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja had never before heard such saìkértana nor
seen such attractive features manifest by the devotees.
9 The members of ISKCON should go to Mäyäpur during Gaur
Poornimä and perform saìkértana congregationally. This will attract
the attention of all the important personalities in India, just as the
beauty, bodily luster and saìkértana performance by the Lord’s
associates attracted the attention of Mahäräja Pratäparudra.

3. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya speaks (TEXT 97-100)
TEXT 97
bhaööäcärya kahe ei madhura vacana
caitanyera såñöi—ei prema-saìkértana
Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya replied, “This sweet transcendental sound is a
special creation of the Lord known as prema-saìkértana, congregational
chanting in love of Godhead”
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TEXT 98
avatari’ caitanya kaila dharma-pracäraëa
kali-käle dharma—kåñëa-näma-saìkértana
“In this Age of Kali, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has descended to preach
the religion of Kåñëa consciousness. Therefore the chanting of the holy
names of Lord Kåñëa is the religious principle for this age.”
TEXT 99
saìkértana-yajïe täìre kare ärädhana
sei ta’ sumedhä, ära—kali-hata-jana
“Anyone who worships Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu by congregational
chanting should be understood to be very intelligent. One who does not
do so must be considered a victim of this age and bereft of all intelligence.
PURPORT: TEXT 99
9 Rascals propose that anyone can invent his own religious process,
and this proposition is condemned herein.
9 The real meaning of religion is stated as
dharmaà tu säkñäd-bhagavat-praëétaà
na vai vidur åñayo näpi deväù
na siddha-mukhyä asurä manuñyäh
kutaç ca vidyädhara-cäraëädayaù
“Dharma, or religion, cannot be manufactured by a human
being. Religion is the law or code of the Lord. Consequently religion
cannot be manufactured even by great saintly persons, demigods or
siddha-mukhyas, and what to speak of asuras, human beings,
Vidyädharas, Cäraëas, and so on.” (SMB 6.13.19-20)
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PURPORT: TEXT 99
svayambhür näradaù çambhuù kumäraù kapilo manuù
prahlädo janako bhéñmo balir vaiyäsakir vayam
“The principles of dharma, religion, come down in the paramparä
system beginning with twelve personalities—namely, Lord Brahmä;
the great saint Närada; Lord Çiva; the four Kumäras; Kapila, the son
of Devahüti; Sväyambhuva Manu; Prahläda Mahäräja; King Janaka;
grandfather Bhéñma; Bali Mahäräja; Çukadeva Gosvämé; and
Yamaräja.” (SMB 6.13.19)
dvädaçaite vijänémo dharmaà bhägavataà bhaöäù
guhyaà viçuddhaà durbodhaà yaà jïätvämåtam açnute
“The principles of religion are known to these twelve personalities.
Dharma refers to the religious principles by which one can
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead.Dharma is very
confidential, uncontaminated by any material influence, and very
difficult for ordinary men to understand. However, if one actually
understands dharma, he immediately becomes liberated and is
transferred to the kingdom of God.” (SMB 6.13.20)
etävän eva loke ’smin puàsäà dharmaù paraù småtaù
bhakti-yogo bhagavati tan-näma-grahaëädibhiù
“Bhägavata-dharma, or the principle of religion enunciated by the
paramparä system, is the supreme principle of religion. In other
words, dharma refers to the science of bhakti-yoga, which begins by
the novice’s chanting the holy name of the Lord” (SMB 6.13.21)
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TEXT 100
kåñëa-varëaà tviñäkåñëaà
säìgopäìgästra-pärñadam
yajïaiù saìkértana-präyair
yajanti hi su-medhasaù
“‘In the Age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congregational chanting
to worship the incarnation of Godhead who constantly sings the name of
Kåñëa. Although His complexion is not blackish, He is Kåñëa Himself. He
is accompanied by His associates, servants, weapons and confidential
companions.’” (SMB 11.5.32)
4. Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja’s first doubt (TEXT 101)
TEXT 101
räjä kahe,—çästra-pramäëe caitanya hana kåñëa
tabe kene paëòita saba täìhäte vitåñëa?
The King said, “According to evidence given in the revealed scriptures, it
is concluded that Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is Lord Kåñëa Himself.
Why, then, are learned scholars sometimes indifferent to Him?”
5. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya answers (TEXT 102-104)
TEXT 102
bhaööa kahe,—täìra kåpä-leça haya yäìre
sei se täìhäre ‘kåñëa’ kari’ la-ite pare
The Bhaööäcärya replied, “A person who has received but a small fraction
of mercy from Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu can understand that He is Lord
Kåñëa. No one else can.

27

Lesson 27: FAITH: If one does not have full faith in Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu, he cannot properly chant and dance in
the saìkértana movement.
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PURPORT: TEXT 102
9 Artificial chanting and dancing may be due to sentiments or
sentimental agitation, but this cannot help one advance in Kåñëa
consciousness.

28

Lesson 28: FAVOR: The saìkértana movement can be spread
by a person who is especially favored by Lord Kåñëa

PURPORT: TEXT 102
9 kåñëa-çakti vinä nahe tära pravartana
9 Without first obtaining the mercy of the Lord, one cannot spread the
holy name of the Lord.
9 One who can spread the Lord’s name is called labdha-caitanya in the
words of Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté.

29

Lesson 29: INCREASE: Pure devotees awaken others to
become immediately Kåñëa conscious and engage themselves
in the transcendental loving service of Kåñëa

PURPORT: TEXT 102
9 In this way, descendants of pure devotees increase, and Lord
Caitanya Mahäprabhu takes much pleasure in seeing the increase of
His devotees.

30\

Lesson 30: INTELLIGENCE: When one’s intelligence is sharp,
he can increase the interests of common men in loving Caitanya
Mahäprabhu and through Him in loving Rädhä-Kåñëa.

Study Notes of HG Gauränga Däsa

www.iskcondesiretree.com

CC Madhya 11: Bedä kirtana pastimes of Çri Caitanya Mahäprabhu | 30

PURPORT: TEXT 102
9 Su-medhasaù means “sharply intelligent.”
TEXT 103
täìra kåpä nahe yäre, paëòita nahe kene
dekhile çunileha täìre ‘éçvara’ nä mane
“If the mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is not bestowed upon a
person—regardless of how learned a scholar that person may be and
regardless of his seeing or listening—he cannot accept Lord Caitanya as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
PURPORT: TEXT 103
9 The same principles can be applied to demoniac persons, even
though they be in the sampradäya of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

31

Lesson 31: One must be considered bereft of Lord Caitanya’s
mercy when he 1. Criticizes the Kåñëa consciousness
movement or 2. Finds fault with this movement or 3. Finds
fault with the leader of the movement

PURPORT: TEXT 103
9 Without receiving the Lord’s special power, one cannot preach His
glories all over the world.
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====
PURPORT: TEXT 103
1. One may
celebrate himself as
a learned follower
of Lord Caitanya

+

2. One may attempt
to spread holy
name of the Lord
all over the world

But if he is not
favored by Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu

1. He will find
fault with the pure
devotee

+

2. He will not be able to
understand how a
preacher is empowered
by Lord Caitanya

TEXT 104
athäpi te deva padämbuja-dvayaprasäda-leçänugåhéta eva hi
jänäti tattvaà bhagavan-mahimno
na cänya eko ’pi ciraà vicinvan
“[Lord Brahmä said:] ‘My Lord, if one is favored by even a slight trace of
the mercy of Your lotus feet, he can understand the greatness of Your
personality. But those who speculate to understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead are unable to know You, even though they
continue to study the Vedas for many years.’” (SMB 10.14.29)
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6. Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja’s second doubt (TEXT 105)
“Instead of visiting the temple of Lord Jagannätha, all the devotees are
running toward the residence of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.”
7. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya answers (TEXTS 106-107)
“Spontaneous love - All the devotees very anxious to meet Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu - After meeting - take Him with them to see Lord
Jagannätha” (TEXT 106-107)
8. Pratäpa Rudra mahäraja’s third doubt (TEXT 108-109)
“The son of Bhavänanda Räya –Väëénätha - with five or seven other men went to obtain Lord Jagannätha’s remnants - taken huge quantity of mahäprasädam – Why?” (TEXTS 108 – 109)
9. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya explains reason for mahä-prasäd quanity
(texts 110) – devotee beyond rules
“Understanding that all the devotees have come, Lord Caitanya gave the
sign, and therefore Väëénätha and the others have brought such great
quantities of mahä-prasädam.”
10. Pratäpa Rudra Mahäraja’s fourth doubt (TEXT 111)
TEXT 111
räjä kahe,—upaväsa, kñaura—térthera vidhäna
tähä nä kariyä kene khäiba anna-päna
“Why have the devotees not observed the regulations for visiting the
pilgrimage place, such as fasting, shaving and so on? Why have they first
eaten prasädam?”
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11. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya explains (TEXTS 112-118)
TEXT 112
Vidhi
marg

Celibate, shaving, fasting,
bath in a river, unload the
reactions of their sinful lives

But rägamärg

There are subtle intricacies
involved in the execution of
religious principles.

What you
have said is?

32

Lesson 32: The common man leaves his sins in the holy
place, and a saintly person or devotee cleanses these sins
simply by his presence.

PURPORT: TEXT 112

Common
man

Visits
Holy
Places

Unload sinful
reactions +
Overload holy
places with
sinful activities

Pure
devotee

Visits
Holy
Places

Absorbs the
sinful effects
left by common
men + purifies
the holy places
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PURPORT: TEXT 112
9 The devotees of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu
1. Were not common men
2. Could not be subjected to the rules and regulations governing
the visiting of holy places.
3. Rather, they exhibited their spontaneous love for Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu by
Immediately upon arrival at the holy place, they went to see
Lord Caitanya
By His order they took mahä-prasädam without following
the regulations governing holy places.
TEXT 113
éçvarera parokña äjïä—kñaura, upoñaëa
prabhura säkñät äjïä—prasäda-bhojana
“The scriptural injunctions for shaving and fasting are indirect orders of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. However, when there is a direct
order from the Lord to take prasädam, naturally the devotees take
prasädam as their first duty.”
TEXT 114
tähäì upaväsa, yähäì nähi mahä-prasäda
prabhu-äjïä-prasäda-tyäge haya aparädha
“When mahä-prasädam is not available, there must be fasting, but when
the Supreme Personality of Godhead directly orders one to take prasädam,
neglecting such an opportunity is offensive.”
TEXT 115
viçeñe çré-haste prabhu kare pariveçana
eta läbha chäòi’ kon kare upoñaëa
“When Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is distributing prasädam with His
transcendental hand, who will neglect such an opportunity and accept the
regulative principle of fasting?
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 Bhaööäcärya - “Previously the Lord gave me mahä-prasädam rice - I ate
it on my bed - without having washed my mouth.” (TEXT 116)
 Bhaööäcärya - “The man to whom the Lord shows His mercy by
inspiring him within the heart takes shelter only of Lord Kåñëa and
abandons all Vedic and social customs.” (TEXT 117)
TEXT 118
yadä yam anugåhëäti
bhagavän ätma-bhävitaù
sa jahäti matià loke
vede ca pariniñöhitäm
“‘When one is inspired by the Lord, who is sitting in everyone’s heart, he
does not care for social custom or Vedic regulative principles.’” (SMB
4.29.46)

33

Lesson 33: Without the mercy of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead one cannot extricate himself from the fruitive
activities that are under the jurisdiction of the Vedas.

Texts 119-126: Preparations before meeting the Lord
 Pratäparudra came down - called Käçé Miçra and inspector of temple
(TEXT 119)
 Told them – “Provide all devotees comfortable residences, convenient
eating facilities and visiting arrangements at the temple.” (TEXTS 120121)
 “Orders of Lord Caitanya must be carefully carried out. Although the
Lord may not give direct orders – still fulfill His desires by
understanding His indications” (TEXT 122)
 The King gave them permission to leave. Bhaööäcärya went to see the
assembly of all the Vaiñëavas. (TEXT 123)
 From a distant place, Gopénätha Äcärya and Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya
watched the meeting of all the Vaiñëavas with Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu. (TEXT 124)
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 All the Vaiñëavas began to proceed toward the house of Käçé Miçra.
(TEXT 125)
 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, accompanied by His personal associates,
met all the Vaiñëavas on the road with great jubilation. (TEXT 126)
Texts 127-130: Dealings between Lord & his devotees
 First Advaita Äcärya offered prayers to the lotus feet of the Lord - Lord
immediately embraced Him in ecstatic love. (TEXT 127)
 Lord Caitanya and Advaita Äcärya displayed agitation due to ecstatic
love - Lord Caitanya remained patient. (TEXT 128)
 All the devotees, headed by Çréväsa Öhäkura, offered prayers to the
lotus feet of the Lord - Lord embraced each and every one of them in
great love and ecstasy. (TEXT 129)
 The Lord addressed all the devotees and took all of them into His
house. (TEXT 130)
Texts 130-183: Reciprocation of Lord with His devotees in Gambhirä
 Gambhirä was insufficient - all the assembled devotees were
overcrowded. (TEXT 131)
 Lord Caitanya made all the devotees sit at His side - With His own
hand offered them garlands and sandalwood pulp. (TEXT 132)
 Gopénätha Äcärya and Bhaööäcärya met all the Vaiñëavas at Gambhirä
(TEXT 133)
1. Lord’s dealings with Advaita Äcärya (TEXTS 134-136)
 Lord Caitanya – “Today I have become perfect because of Your
arrival.”(TEXT 134)
 Advaita Äcärya – “Natural characteristic of Supreme Lord - Personally
full in all opulences – still takes transcendental pleasure in His
devotees’ association - with whom He has a variety of eternal
pastimes.” (TEXTS 135-136)
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2. Lord’s dealings with Väsudeva Datta (TEXTS 137-143)
 Lord Caitanya - “Although Mukunda is My friend from childhood, I
nonetheless take greater pleasure in seeing you than in seeing
him.”(TEXTS 137-138)
 Väsudeva – “Mukunda got Your association in the beginning - Took
shelter at Your lotus feet - That is his transcendental rebirth Although Mukunda is my junior - he first received Your favor Consequently transcendentally senior to me - Besides that, You very
much favored Mukunda - Thus superior in all good qualities.”
(TEXTS 139-140)
 Lord Caitanya – “For your sake only brought two books [the Brahmasaàhitä and Çré Kåñëa-karëämåta] – can get them copied” (TEXTS
141-142)
3. Lord’s dealings with Çréväsa and his brothers (TEXTS 144-145)
 Lord - “I am so obliged that I am purchased by you four brothers.”
(TEXT 144)
 Çréväsa – “Speaking contradictory - We have been purchased by Your
mercy.” (TEXT 145)
4. Lord’s dealings with Dämodara Paëòita & his brother (TEXTS 146148)
 Lord Caitanya – “My affection for you is with awe and reverence Thus keep your younger brother Çaìkara - he is connected to Me by
pure unalloyed love.” (TEXT 146-147)
 Dämodara Paëòita - “Çaìkara is my younger brother, but from today
he becomes elder - because of Your special mercy upon him.” (TEXT
148)
5. Lord’s dealings with Çivänanda Sena (TEXTS 149-151)
 Lord – “Your affection for Me has been very great.” (TEXT 149)
 Çivänanda Sena began to recite the following text. (TEXT 150)
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TEXT 151
nimajjato ’nanta bhavärëaväntaç
ciräya me külam iväsi labdhaù
tvayäpi labdhaà bhagavann idäném
anuttamaà pätram idaà dayäyäù
“‘O my Lord! O unlimited one! Although I was merged in the ocean of
nescience, I have now, after a long time, attained You, just as one may
attain the seashore. My dear Lord, by getting me, You have obtained the
right person upon whom to bestow Your causeless mercy.’” (Stotra-ratna
21)
PURPORT: TEXT 151
9 The Lord, being very kind to fallen souls, is always anxious to get
the living entity out of the ocean of nescience.
9 If the living entity understands his position and surrenders to the
Lord, his life becomes successful.
6. Lord’s dealings with Muräri-Gupta (TEXTS 152-158)
 Muräri Gupta first did not meet the Lord - remained outside - falling
down like a stick to offer obeisances. (TEXT 152)
 Lord inquired - Many people immediately went to Muräri to take him
to the Lord. (TEXT 153)
 With two bunches of straw in his teeth -went before Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu - Lord Caitanya went up to him, but Muräri began to run
away (TEXTS 154-155)
 Muräri - “My Lord, please do not touch me. I am most abominable and
am not fit for You to touch because my body is sinful.” (TEXT 156)
 Lord – “Restrain your unnecessary humility. My mind is disturbed to
see your meekness.” (TEXT 157)
 Lord embraced Muräri and had him sit down by His side - Began to
cleanse his body with His own hands. (TEXT 158)
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7. Lord’s dealings with other devotees (TEXTS 159-160)
 Lord embraced all the devotees, including Äcäryaratna, Vidyänidhi,
Paëòita Gadädhara, Gaìgädäsa, Hari Bhaööa and Äcärya Purandara described their good qualities and glorified them again and again.
(TEXTS 159-160)
8. Lord’s dealings with Haridäsa Öhäkura (TEXTS 161-167)
 Not seeing Haridäsa Öhäkura, He inquired, “Where is Haridäsa?”
(TEXT 161)
 Lord saw in the distance that Haridäsa Öhäkura was lying down flat on
the road offering obeisances. (TEXT 162)
 Haridäsa Öhäkura did not come to the Lord’s meeting place but
remained fallen flat on the common road at a distance. (TEXT 163)
 All the devotees went - Lord wants to meet you. Please come
immediately. (TEXT 164)
TEXT 165
haridäsa kahe,—muïi néca-jäti chära
mandira-nikaöe yäite mora nähi ädhikära
Haridäsa Öhäkura replied, “I cannot go near the temple because I am a
low-caste, abominable person. I have no authority to go there.”
PURPORT: TEXT 165
9 Although Haridäsa Öhäkura was such a highly exalted Vaiñëava, he
still did not like to disturb the common sense of the general
populace.
9 The spiritual master is generally called gosäïi, and öhäkura is used
to address the paramahaàsas
9 The Jagannätha temple still accepts only those Hindus who are in
varëäçrama order. Other castes, especially those who are not Hindu,
are not allowed to enter temple.
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PURPORT: TEXT 165
9 Vaishnava humility: Haridäsa Öhäkura respected long-standing
regulation and although certainly competent and qualified to enter
the temple, he didn’t want to go near it.
 Haridäsa Öhäkura – “If I could just get a solitary place near the temple,
I could stay there alone and pass my time. I do not wish the servants
of Lord Jagannätha to touch me. I would remain there in the garden
alone. That is my desire.” (TEXTS 166-167)
 Lord Caitanya was very happy to hear that (TEXT 168)
9. Lord arranging residence & prasadam for devotees (TEXTS 169-174)
 Käçé Miçra, along with the superintendent of the temple, came and
offered his respects unto the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya. With great
happiness they met with the devotees in a befitting manner. (TEXTS
169-170)
 They said to Lord – “Give us orders to make proper arrangements for
accomodation and mahä-prasädam.” (TEXTS 171-172)
 Lord told Gopénätha Äcärya – “Go with Vaiñëavas and accommodate
them in residences Käçé Miçra and the temple superintendent offer.”
(TEXT 173)
 “Give Jagannätha’s remnants to Väëénätha Räya - He can take care of
Vaiñëavas and distribute mahä-prasädam to them.” (TEXT 174)
10. Lord Caitanya requests for solitary place (TEXTS 175-176)
 Lord –“Nearby My place, in this garden of flowers, is a single solitary
room” (TEXT 175)
TEXT 176
sei ghara ämäke deha’—äche prayojana
nibhåte vasiyä tähäì kariba smaraëa
“Please give that room to Me, for I have a need for it. Indeed, I shall
remember the lotus feet of the Lord sitting in that solitary place.”
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34

Lesson 34: Neophyte students are not to imitate sitting in a
solitary place and remembering the lotus feet of the Lord by
chanting the mahä-mantra

PURPORT: TEXT 176
9 It was Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu Himself who wanted such a place,
either for Himself or Haridäsa Öhäkura.
9 Only an exalted person like Haridäsa Öhäkura or Lord Caitanya,
who is personally exhibiting the proper behavior for an äcärya, can
engage in such a practice.

35

Lesson 35: Neophyte students must act and work very
laboriously under the direction of spiritual master and thus
preach the cult of Lord Caitanya.Only after maturing in
devotion can he sit down in a solitary place to chant

PURPORT: TEXT 176
9 Some members of ISKCON are tending to leave their preaching
activities in order to sit in a solitary place. Çréla Sarasvaté Öhäkura
has condemned this process for neophytes.
pratiñöhära tare, nirjanera ghare, tava hari-näma kevala kaitava
“Sitting in a solitary place intending to chant the Hare Kåñëa mahämantra is considered a cheating process.”
9 Lord Caitanya to teach us did two things:
1. Traveled all over India continuously for six years and only then
retired at Jagannätha Puré.
2. Even at Jagannätha Puré the Lord chanted the Hare Kåñëa mahämantra in great meetings at the Jagannätha temple.
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36

Lesson 36: The requisites to chant alone are 1. Become
mature in devotion 2. Receive the approval of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu.

PURPORT: TEXT 176
4 Warnings in case of premature nirjana-bhajana:

1. Disturb

4. Fall
Warnings
3. Sleep

2. Fatigue

1. Disturb: Senses are very strong enemies. They will disturb him
2. Fatigue: They will also fatigue him
3. Sleep: Instead of chanting Hare Kåñëa, the neophyte will simply
sleep soundly
4. Fall: Fall down, just like the sahajiyäs in Våndävana

11. Käçé Miçra told Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu (TEXTS 177-181)
 “Everything belongs to You. What is the use of Your begging? By Your
own will You can take whatever You like. My Lord, we are Your two
servants and are here just to carry out Your orders. By Your mercy,
please tell us to do whatever You want.” (TEXTS 177-178)
 Käçé Miçra and inspector left - Gopénätha and Väëénätha went with
them- Gopénätha was shown all the residential places - Väëénätha was
given large quantities of mahä-prasädam - Väëénätha returned with
Lord Jagannätha’s food remnants, including cakes and other good
eatables - Gopénätha returned after cleansing all the quarters. (TEXT
179-181)
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12. Caitanya Mahäprabhu to vaishnaväs (TEXTS 182-184)
 “Go to residential quarters - sea and bathe - look at cakra - come back
herefor lunch.” (TEXTS 182-183)
 Offered obeisances to Lord Caitanya - departed for their residences Gopénätha Äcärya showed them quarters. (TEXT 184)
Texts 185-195: Lord Caitanya & Haridäs Thäkura
 Lord Caitanya went to meet Haridäsa - saw him chanting in ecstasy
(TEXT 185)
 Haridäsa Öhäkura saw Lord - immediately fell down like a stick to
offer obeisances- Lord raised and embraced him. (TEXT 186)
1. Reciprocation of love (TEXTS 187-192)
TEXT 187
dui-jane premäveçe karena krandane
prabhu-guëe bhåtya vikala, prabhu bhåtya-guëe
“Then both the Lord and His servant began to cry in ecstatic love. Indeed,
the Lord was transformed by the qualities of His servant, and the servant
was transformed by the qualities of his master.”
PURPORT (TEXT 187):
9 Mäyävädés: Transformation of Lord and jiva => Lord = jiva
If the living entity is pleased, the Lord is also pleased, and if the
living entity is displeased, the Lord is also displeased, since no
difference
9 prabhu-guëe bhåtya vikala, prabhu bhåtya-guëe: Lord and the
living entity are not equal, for the Lord is always the master, and
the living entity is always the servant.
9 Transformation takes place due to transcendental qualities. It is
thus said that the servant of the Lord is the heart of the Lord, and
the Lord is the heart of the servant.
9 The Lord is always eager to congratulate the servant because of the
servant’s transcendental qualities.
9 The servant pleasingly renders service unto the Lord, and the Lord
also very
pleasingly
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TEXT 188
haridäsa kahe,—prabhu, nä chuìio more
muïi—néca, aspåçya, parama pämare
Haridäsa Öhäkura said, “My dear Lord, please do not touch me, for I am
most fallen and untouchable and am the lowest among men.”
TEXT 189
prabhu kahe,—tomä sparçi pavitra ha-ite
tomära pavitra dharma nähika ämäte
The Lord said, “I wish to touch you just to be purified, for your purified
activities do not exist in Me.”

37

Lesson 37: The servant thinks that he is most impure and
that the master should not touch him, and the master thinks
that because He has become impure by associating with so
many impure living entities, He should touch a pure devotee

PURPORT: TEXT 189
(1) Reciprocation of feelings between master and servant
9 Actually both the servant and the master are already purified
because neither of them is in touch with the impurities of material
existence. They are equal in quality but different in quantity
because the master is unlimited and servant is limited and always
remains subordinate.

(2) Incorrect Mäyäväda explanation
9 Mäyä is the master’s energy and is also unlimited; therefore the
limited servant is forced to remain under the master or the master’s
potency. Being freed from mäyä’s influence, one can again become
a pure servant and equal qualitatively to the Lord.
9 The relationship between master and servant continues due to their
being unlimited and limited respectively.
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TEXT 190
kñaëe kñaëe kara tumi sarva-térthe snäna
kñaëe kñaëe kara tumi yajïa-tapo-däna
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu exalted Haridäsa Öhäkura, stating, “At every
moment you take your bath in all the holy places of pilgrimage, and at
every moment you perform great sacrifices, austerity and charity.
TEXT 191
nirantara kara cäri veda adhyayana
dvija-nyäsé haite tumi parama-pävana
“You are constantly studying the four Vedas, and you are far better than
any brähmaëa or sannyäsé.”
TEXT 192
aho bata çva-paco ’to garéyän
yaj-jihvägre vartate näma tubhyam
tepus tapas te juhuvuù sasnur äryä
brahmänücur näma gåëanti ye te
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu then recited the following text: “‘My dear Lord,
one who always keeps Your holy name on his tongue becomes greater
than an initiated brähmaëa. Although he may be born in a family of dogeaters and therefore by material calculation may be the lowest among men,
he is still glorious. This is the wonderful effect of chanting the holy name
of the Lord. It is therefore concluded that one who chants the holy name
of the Lord should be understood to have performed all kinds of
austerities and great sacrifices mentioned in the Vedas. He has already
taken his bath in all the holy places of pilgrimage. He has studied all the
Vedas, and he is actually an Äryan.’” (SMB 3.33.7)
PURPORT: TEXT 192
9 Bhakti yoga provides qualifications to be Äryan or spiritually
advanced
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2. Lord shows Haridäsa Thäkura his residence (TEXT 193-196)
Lord took Haridäsa within flower garden - in secluded place - showed him
residence. (TEXT 193)
TEXT 194
ei-sthäne rahi’ kara näma saìkértana
prati-dina äsi’ ämi kariba milana
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu requested Haridäsa Öhäkura, “Remain here and
chant the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra. I shall personally come here to meet
you daily.
TEXT 195
mandirera cakra dekhi’ kariha praëäma
ei öhäïi tomära äsibe prasädänna
Remain here peacefully and look at the cakra on the top of the temple and
offer obeisances. As far as your prasädam is concerned, I shall arrange to
have that sent here.”
PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (1) Why Haridäsa Öhäkura could not enter
the temple?
a) Muslim
b) Temple restrictions
c) Although recognized by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu as Nämäcärya
Haridäsa Öhäkura, he considered himself unfit to enter the
Jagannätha temple.
d) Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu could have personally taken Haridäsa
Öhäkura into the temple if He wished, but the Lord did not like to
disturb a popular custom.

38

Lesson 38: If one is not allowed to enter the temple, or if he
thinks himself unfit to enter the temple, he can look at the
wheel from outside the temple, and that is as good as seeing
the Deity within.
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PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (2) Darçana of Viñëu wheel = Darçana of
Lord
9 Lord asked His servant simply to look at the Viñëu wheel on top of
the temple and offer obeisances (namaskära)

PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (3) Haridäsa Öhäkura’s exalted position
9 Çréla Haridäsa Öhäkura was so advanced in spiritual life that,
although considered unfit to enter the temple, he was being
personally visited by the Lord every day.
9 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu promised to come daily to see him

PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (4) Lord is the maintainer
9 Nor was there any need for his going outside his residence to collect
food.
9 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu assured Haridäsa Öhäkura that the
remnants of His food would be sent there.
9 yoga-kñemaà vahämy aham “I arrange all life’s necessities for My
devotees.” (BG 9.22)

39

Lesson 39: One must receive the order of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu or His representative before adopting such a
way of life

PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (5) Reference for imitators
9 The duty of a pure devotee or a servant of the Lord is to carry out
the order of the Lord.
9 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu gave different persons different orders,
and consequently one should not try to imitate the behavior of
Haridäsa Öhäkura without being ordered by Lord Caitanya or His
representative.
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PURPORT: TEXT 195 - (5) Reference for imitators
Nityänanda Prabhu – Go
to Bengal and preach
Lord Caitanya
gave different
persons different
orders

Rüpa and Sanätana – Go to
Våndävana - Excavate lost
places of pilgrimage
Haridäsa Öhäkura – Remain at
Jagannätha Puré – Constantly
chant holy names

9 Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura condemns such imitations
duñöa mana! tumi kisera vaiñëava?
pratiñöhära tare, nirjanera ghare,
tava hari-näma kevala kaitava
“My dear mind, you are trying to imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura and
chant in a secluded place, but you are not worth being called a
Vaiñëava because what you want is cheap popularity and not the
actual qualifications of Haridäsa Öhäkura. If you try to imitate him
you will fall down, for your neophyte position will cause you to
think of women and money. Thus you will fall into the clutches of
mäyä, and your so-called chanting in a secluded place will bring
about your downfall.”

Texts 196-211: Prasädam distribution
 Nityänanda Prabhu, Jagadänanda Prabhu, Dämodara Prabhu and
Mukunda Prabhu met Haridäsa Öhäkura - Became very pleased.
(TEXT 196)
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 Lord Caitanya returned after bathing - all the devotees, headed by
Advaita Prabhu went to bathe - returned and saw the cakra - went to
Lord’s residence to take lunch (TEXTS 197-198)
 Lord made all devotees sit - began to distribute prasädam with His
hand. (TEXT 199)
1. How much served? (TEXTS 200-201)
TEXT 200
alpa anna nähi äise dite prabhura häte
dui-tinera anna dena eka eka päte
“All the devotees were served prasädam on plantain leaves, and Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu distributed on each leaf a quantity suitable for two
or three men to eat, for His hand could not distribute less than that.”
TEXT 201
prabhu nä khäile keha nä kare bhojana
ürdhva-haste vasi’ rahe sarva bhakta-gaëa
“All the devotees kept their hands raised over the prasädam distributed to
them, for they did not want to eat without seeing the Lord eat first.”
2. Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu (TEXTS
202-205)
 “Unless You sit and take - no one will accept -Gopénätha invited all
the sannyäsés – want to take prasädam with you – already brought
sufficient remnants of food - Paramänanda Puré and Brahmänanda
Bhäraté are waiting - sit down and accept the luncheon with
Nityänanda Prabhu - I shall distribute the prasädam” (TEXTS 202205)
3. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu honoring prasädam (TEXTS 206-210)
 Lord carefully delivered some prasädam to Govinda for Haridäsa
Öhäkura. (TEXT 206)
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 Lord sat to accept lunch with sannyäsés - Gopénätha Äcärya, Svarüpa
Dämodara Gosvämé, Dämodara Paëòita and Jagadänanda began to
distribute prasädam (TEXTS 207-208)
TEXT 209
nänä piöhä-pänä khäya äkaëöha püriyä
madhye madhye ‘hari’ kahe änandita haïä
They ate all kinds of cakes and sweet rice, filling themselves up to their
throats, and at intervals they vibrated the holy name of the Lord in great
jubilation.

40

Lesson 40: One should never consider prasädam to be like
ordinary hotel cooking. Nor should one touch any kind of
food not offered to the Deity.

PURPORT: TEXT 209
9 Prasädam is not ordinary platform, it is transcendental
9 Those who are not pious cannot understand the value of mahäprasädam or the holy name of the Lord

41

Lesson 41: By worshiping the Deity, eating prasädam and
chanting the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra, one can always remain
on the spiritual platform

 After everyone finished – Lord decorated everyone with garlands and
sandalwood (TEXT 210)
 All went to take rest - in evening again met Lord Caitanya (TEXT 211)
Texts 212-242: Bedä Kirtana (Bedä nrtya = dancing surrounding temple)
 Rämänanda Räya met the lord - Lord introduced him to the Vaiñëavas.
(TEXTS 212)
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 Lord Caitanya - took them to temple - began congregational chanting
(TEXT 213)
 After dhüpa-ärati - began congregational chanting - temple
superintendent offered flower garlands and sandalwood pulp (TEXT
214)
1. Description of ecstatic kirtana (TEXTS 215-237)
 Four parties in four directions – in the middle Lord began to dance
(TEXT 215)
 Eight mådaìgas and thirty-two cymbals – Everyone - “Very good! Very
good!” (TEXT 216)
 Good fortune awakened - sound penetrated universe through the
fourteen planetary systems (TEXT 217)
 Ecstatic love overflooded - all the residents of Puré came running
(TEXT 218)
 Everyone astonished - never before such kértana and ecstatic love
(TEXT 219)
 Lord Caitanya circumambulated temple and continuously danced
(TEXT 220)
 Four kértana parties sang in front and rear - When Lord fell Nityänanda Räya Prabhu lifted (TEXT 221)
 Transformation of ecstatic love tears, jubilation etc in Lord’s body
(TEXT 222)
 Tears from Lord’s eyes came like syringe – All got moistened (TEXT
223)
 Four saìkértana groups - middle Lord Caitanya danced, jumping high
(TEXT 225)
 Lord ordered four personalities - Nityänanda Prabhu, Advaita Äcärya,
Vakreçvara Paëòita and Çréväsa Öhäkura to dance (TEXTS 226-228)
 Lord – miracle – all dancers in all directions - Lord looking at them
(TEXT 229-230)
 Someone came nearby – Lord Caitanya tightly embrace him. (TEXTS
234)
 King Pratäparudra on roof - watched performance – astonished King’s anxiety to meet Him increased unlimitedly. (TEXTS 236-237)
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2. Çrila Krishnadäsa Kaviräja Goswämi’s benediction (TEXT 242)
TEXT 242
ei ta’ kahiluì prabhura kértana-viläsa
yebä ihä çune, haya caitanyera däsa
In this way I have explained the Lord’s pastime of saìkértana, and I bless
everyone with this benediction: By listening to this description, one will
surely become a servant of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
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