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All glories to Advaitacandra!
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THE LORD TRAVELS TO VÅNDÄVANA
(CC Madhya-lélä : Chapter 17)

Texts 1-11: Caitanya Mahäprabhu proposes to travel alone





Forest path (TEXT 5)
Stop anyone (TEXT 6)
Permit Me and be happy (TEXT 7)
Rämänanda Räya and Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé: take 1
brähmaëa – collect alms, cook prasädam (TEXT 11)

Texts 12-20: Caitanya Mahäprabhu rejects proposal
TEXT 13: Principle of not taking associates
prabhu kahe,—nija-saìgé käìho nä la-iba
eka-jane nile, änera mane duùkha ha-iba
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, “I shall not take any of My associates with
Me, because if I choose someone, all the others will be unhappy.
TEXT 14: Condition for making Exception
nütana saìgé ha-ibeka,—snigdha yäìra mana
aiche yabe päi, tabe la-i ‘eka’ jana
“Such a person must be a new man, and he must have a peaceful mind. If I
can obtain such a man, I shall agree to take him with Me.”
PURPORT: TEXT 14
9 Qualification for the associate to travel: NEW and NEUTRAL.
9 History of Kälä Kåñëadäsa, therefore “peaceful in mind”.
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1

Lesson 1: One
O whose mind is not peaceful iss agitated by
certain drives,, especially sex d
desire, even thou
ugh he be in the
c
company
of Caitaanya Mahäprabhu
u.

PURP
PORT: TEXT 14

9 Such
S
a man will become a victim
m of women and
d will fall down
even
e
in the compaany of the Suprem
me Personality off Godhead.
9 Mäyä
M
is so strongg that unless one is determined no
ot to fall victim,
even
e
the Supremee Personality of G
Godhead cannot give
g protection.
9 The
T Supreme Lord and His reprresentative alwayys want to give
protection,
p
but a person must taake advantage off their personal
contact.
c
9 Iff one thinks thaat the Supreme Personality of Godhead
G
or His
representative is an
a ordinary man, he will certainly fall down.
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Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s choice for personal servant
Determination

Peace of Mind

Unagitated by ulterior motives

TEXT 15
svarüpa kahe,—ei balabhadra-bhaööäcärya
tomäte su-snigdha baòa, paëòita, sädhu, ärya
Svarüpa Dämodara then said, “Here is Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya, who has
great love for You. He is an honest, learned scholar, and he is advanced in
spiritual consciousness.
Qualifications of Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya
1.
2.
3.
4.

Morally – Honest – sädhu
Emotionally - great love for You – su-snigdha
Intellectually – learned scholar – paëòita
Spiritually – advanced in spiritual consciousness

PURPORT: TEXT 15
9 Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé had studied Balabhadra
Bhaööäcärya thoroughly – great love for Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu, was not duplicitous + advanced in Kåñëa
consciousness.
9 ati bhakti corera lakñaëa: “Too much devotion is a symptom of
a thief.”

2

Lesson 2: A person who assumes himself to be a great
devotee but mentally is thinking of something else is
duplicitous. One who is not duplicitous is called sädhu.
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PURPORT: TEXT 15
1

9 Svarüpa snigdh
ha (“very peacefull”)
ffectionate”)
9 su-snigdha (“aff
ÇB 1.1.8: brüyyuù snigdhasya çiññyasya guravo gu
uhyam apy uta
“A
A disciple who haas actual love for his spiritual masster is endowed, by
b
th
he blessings of thee spiritual masterr, with all confideential knowledge.”

9 snigdhasya meaans prema-vataù – great love for hiis spiritual masteer.
 Background: from
m Bengal, he cam
me with you. (TEX
XT 16)
 Desire: to visit and
a see all the h
holy places of pilgrimage. (TEXT
T
16)
od, we happy if 2,
2 no difficulty orr
 Another brähmaëa – servant, foo
inconvenience. (TEXT 17-18)
T 19)
 Other brähmaëa – carries cloth & waterpot (TEXT
EXT 19)
 Balabhadra Bhaöööäcärya - collect aalms & cook (TE
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Texts 21-81:
2
Caitanyaa Mahäprabhu b
begins journey
 Night – Jagannäätha’s permission
n; end of night, Lord
L
got up and
d
started (TEXT 21
1)
 Devotees search in anxiety. (TEXTS 22)
nt knowing Lord’ss
 Svarüpa Dämodaara restrained – evveryone fell silen
mind (TEXT 23))
b bypass – foresst. (TEXT 24)
 No public road but
phants gave waay, rhinoceros and
a
boars camee
 Tigers and elep
(TEXTS 25-26)
uch afraid to seee them, but byy
 Balabhadra Bhaöööäcärya very mu
Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s influence, all animals stood to one side.
(TEXT 27)
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(i) Tiger

 Caitanya Mahäprabhu makes tiger chant and dance “Kåñëa!
Kåñëa!” by touching with feet. (TEXT 28-29)
(ii) Elephant
 A herd of maddened elephants
TEXT 31
prabhu jala-kåtya kare, äge hasté äilä
‘kåñëa kaha’ bali’ prabhu jala pheli’ märilä
While the Lord was bathing and murmuring the Gäyatré mantra, the
elephants came before Him. The Lord immediately splashed some water
on the elephants and asked them to chant the name of Kåñëa.
PURPORT: TEXT 31
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu – mahä-bhägavata no distinction between
friends and enemies. (vidyä-vinaya-sampanne brähmaëe gavi
hastini…)

3

Lesson 3: The test of advanced spiritual consciousness is
that one becomes fearless, envies no one, always engaged in
the Lord’s service.

PURPORT: TEXT 31
9 Svarüpa snigdha He sees every jiva as an eternal part and parcel of
the Lord, rendering service according to his capacity by the will of
the Supreme Lord.
9 Kåñëa is dictating, and the living entity is following His dictations
(sarvasya cähaà hådi sanniviñöo…)
9 Kåñëa is within the heart of the tiger, elephant and boar. Therefore
Kåñëa tells them, “Here is a mahä-bhägavata. Please do not disturb
him.”
9 Why should animals be envious of a great personality?
Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana
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4

Lesson 4: Those who are neophytes or even a little
progressed in devotional service should not try to imitate
the mahä-bhägavata. Rather, they should only follow in his
footsteps. The word anukara means “imitating,” and
anusara means “trying to follow in the footsteps.”

PURPORT: TEXT 31
9 No imitation
9 Our best efforts should be exerted in trying to follow them
according to our ability.
9 Mahä-bhägavata’s heart is completely freed from material
contamination, and he can become very dear even to fierce
animals like tigers and elephants.
 Elephants – cried “Kåñëa! Kåñëa!”, fell to the ground screaming in
ecstasy. (TEXTS 32-33)
(iii) Does
 Does followed (patted them) (TEXTS 34-35)
TEXT 36
dhanyäù sma müòha-matayo ’pi hariëya etä
yä nanda-nandanam upätta-vicitra-veçam
äkarëya veëu-raëitaà saha-kåñëa-säräù
püjäà dadhur viracitäà praëayävalokaiù
“‘Blessed are all these foolish deer because they have approached Mahäräja
Nanda’s son, who is gorgeously dressed and is playing on His flute.
Indeed, both the does and the bucks worship the Lord with looks of love
and affection.’”
(iv) Tiger
 While Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu was passing through jungle, 5-7
tigers, joining the deer followed the Lord. (TEXT 37)
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 Seeing tigers & deer follow, Caitanya Mahäprabhu remembered
Våndävana.
TEXT 39
yatra naisarga-durvairäù
sahäsan nå-mågädayaù
miträëéväjitäväsadruta-ruö-tarñaëädikam
“‘Våndävana is the transcendental abode of the Lord. There is no hunger,
anger or thirst there. Though naturally inimical, human beings and fierce
animals live together there in transcendental friendship.’”
(Kåñëa was still busy with His cowherd boyfriends and animals and was
not disturbed.)
 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu said “Chant ‘Kåñëa! Kåñëa!’” the tigers
and deer began to chant “Kåñëa!” and dance. (TEXT 40)
 When all the tigers and does danced and jumped, Balabhadra
Bhaööäcärya saw them and was struck with wonder. (TEXT 41)
 Tigers & deer began to embrace, kiss one another (TEXT 42)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu saw, smiled, left animals and continued
(TEXT 43)
(v) Peacock
 Various birds, peacock, saw Caitanya Mahäprabhu, followed Him,
chanting and dancing, maddened by holy name (TEXT 44)
(vi) Trees and Creepers
TEXT 45
‘hari-bola’ bali’ prabhu kare ucca-dhvani
våkña-latä—praphullita, sei dhvani çuni,
When the Lord loudly chanted “Haribol!” the trees and creepers became
jubilant to hear Him.
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5

Lesson 5: Loud
L
chanting off the Hare Kåñëa mantra is so
powerful th
hat it can even p
penetrate the earss of trees and
creepers, what
w
to speak off those of animalss and human
beings.

 Haridäsa Öhäku
ura once told Caitanya Mahääprabhu, “Loud
d
chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mah
hä-mantra would benefit not onlyy
trees and plants but
b insects and alll other living beiings.”

6

Lesson 6: One should therefo
ore not be disturb
bed by the loud
chanting of Hare Kåñëa, for it is beneficial not only to the
o gets an opportu
unity to hear.
chanter butt to everyone who
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(vi) All living entities
TEXT 46
‘jhärikhaëòe’ sthävara-jaìgama äche yata
kåñëa-näma diyä kaila premete unmatta
Thus all living entities in the forest of Jhärikhaëòa—some moving and
some standing still—became maddened by hearing the holy name of Lord
Kåñëa vibrated by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
(vii) All villages
 Purified and awakened to ecstatic love of God. (TEXT 47)
 Heard chanting from Caitanya Mahäprabhu: 1 person… 2nd …
3rd… (TEXTS 48-49)
PURPORT: TEXTS 48-49
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
no one can claim His potency.
9 If one is a pure devotee, hundreds and thousands of men can be
purified by his vibration.

7

Lesson 7:
This potency is within every living being, provided he chants
the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra offenselessly and without
material motives.

8

Lesson 8:
When a pure devotee chants offenselessly, another person
will become a Vaiñëava, and from him another Vaiñëava will
emerge. This is the paramparä system.
TEXT 50
yadyapi prabhu loka-saìghaööera träse
prema ‘gupta’ karena, bähire nä prakäçe
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The Lord did not always manifest His ecstasy. Being afraid of a great
assembly of people, the Lord kept His ecstasy concealed.
TEXT 51
tathäpi täìra darçana-çravaëa-prabhäve
sakala deçera loka ha-ila ‘vaiñëave’
Although Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu did not manifest His natural ecstatic
love, everyone became a pure devotee simply by seeing and hearing Him.
PURPORT: TEXT 51
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu is not physically present now, but simply by
chanting His holy name (çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu-nityänanda çréadvaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda) people are
becoming devotees.
9 Why is a pure devotee empowered by the Lord?
A pure devotee can see the Lord at every moment.
tathäpi täìra darçana-çravaëa-prabhäve

9

Lesson 9: Caitanya Mahäprabhu appeared 500 years ago, but
it cannot be said that now the potency of the Hare Kåñëa
mahä-mantra is less than it was in His presence. By hearing
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu through the paramparä system,
one can be purified.

PURPORT: TEXT 51 Cntd…
9 It is not that everyone is able to see Kåñëa or Çré Kåñëa Caitanya
Mahäprabhu physically, but if one hears about Him through
books like Çré Caitanya-caritämåta and through the paramparä
system of pure Vaiñëavas, there is no difficulty in becoming a
pure Vaiñëava, free from mundane desires and personal
motivations.
Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana
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(viii) Bheels – uncivilized low class
 Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu gave them an opportunity
o to chant the holy name
o come to the platform of ecstatic love
o delivered all of them (TEXT 54)
 Who has power to understand transcendental pastimes of the
Lord? (TEXT 54)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s consciousness: He treated
o Jhärikhaëòa forest – Våndävana
o Hills – Govardhana (TEXT 55)
o River – Yamunä
o In forest – filled with ecstatic love, danced, fell down
crying. (TEXT 56)
 Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya’s seva – collecting spinach, roots & fruits
(TEXT 57)
 Few brähmaëas—five or seven—invite the Lord. (TEXT 58)
 Some bring grain, others – milk & yogurt, ghee and sugar. (TEXT
59)
(ix) çüdra-brähmaëa
TEXT 60
yähäì vipra nähi tähäì ‘çüdra-mahäjana’
äsi’ sabe bhaööäcärye kare nimantraëa
In some villages there were no brähmaëas; nonetheless, devotees born in
non-brähmaëa families came and extended invitations to Balabhadra
Bhaööäcärya.
 Acceptance of invitations by a Mäyävädé and a Vaiñëava
Mäyävädé
Brähmaëa Vaiñëava
Brähmaëa Non-Vaiñëava

Vaiñëava
Non-Brähmaëa Vaiñëava
Brähmaëa Vaiñëava
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PURPORT: TEXT 60
9 Sannyäsé or brähmaëa will not accept an invitation extended by a
person born in a lower family.
9 There are many devotees who are raised to the platform of
brähmaëa by their initiation – çüdra-mahäjanas.
9 One who is born in a non-brähmaëa family has accepted the
brähmaëa status by initiation.
9 Such devotees extended invitations to Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya.

10

Lesson 10: Caitanya Mahäprabhu Himself accepted
invitations from çüdra-mahäjanas, and this confirms the fact
that anyone initiated by a Vaiñëava mantra can be accepted
as a brähmaëa.

 Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya’s seva to the Lord (TEXTS 61-65)
o Cook grain and vegetables
o Lord – happy to eat these vegetables
o Even happier in a solitary place
o Service like a menial servant
 Lord – 3 times bath in warm waterfalls, heat Himself morning and
evening with a fire made with the limitless wood. (TEXT 66)
Lord appreciates his servant and the servant glorifies the master
Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu said
 Traveled through forest – no trouble. (TEXT 68)
 Kåñëa is very merciful – forest path – gave great pleasure. (TEXT
69)
 Before this – mother, Ganges and other devotees (TEXT 70)
 See & meet all devotees and take them to Våndävana. (TEXT 71)
 Bengal – mother, Ganges, 1000s of devotees followed (TEXT 7273)
Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana

15

Çré Caitanya-caritämåta: Madhya-lélä

 Sanätana Goswami’s advice – making some impediment – this path
(TEXT 74)
TEXT 75
kåpära samudra, déna-héne dayämaya
kåñëa-kåpä vinä kona ‘sukha’ nähi haya“
“Kåñëa is an ocean of mercy. He is especially merciful to the poor and
fallen. Without His mercy, there is no possibility of happiness.”
TEXT 76
bhaööäcärye äliìgiyä täìhäre kahila
‘tomära prasäde ämi eta sukha päila’
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu then embraced Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya and
told him, “It is only by your kindness that I am now so happy.”
Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya replied
 You are Kåñëa – merciful. I am fallen jéva, but You bestowed great
favor (TEXT 77)
 I am most fallen – brought me – accepted food prepared by me
(TEXT 78).
TEXT 79
adhama-käkere kailä garuòa-samäna
‘svatantra éçvara’ tumi—svayaà bhagavän”
“You have made me Your carrier Garuòa, although I am no better than a
condemned crow. Thus You are the independent Personality of Godhead,
the original Lord.”
“APPRECIATION vs. NO CREDIT”

Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana
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Texts 82-145: Caitanya Mahäprabhu in Väräëasé
(i) Arrival at Maëikarëikä ghat
PURPORT: TEXT 82
9 Jeweled earring fell from ear of Lord Viñëu or Çiva
9 Lord Viçvanätha is the great physician who cures the disease of
material existence by delivering a person through the ear, which
receives the vibration of the holy name of Lord Räma –
Maëikarëikä
9 Ganges – Maëikarëikä – very dear to Lord Viçvanätha
(ii) Tapana Miçra sees the Lord at Maëikarëikä ghat
 Tapana Miçra – “Caitanya Mahäprabhu accepted renounced
order.” (TEXT 84)
 Clasped Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s lotus feet, cried, Lord raised &
embraced him. (TEXT 85)
 Temples of Viçveçvara and Bindu Mädhava (Veëé Mädhava)
(TEXT 86)
 Bindu Mädhava temple: 5 rivers – Dhütapäpä, Kiraëä, Sarasvaté,
Gaìgä and Yamunä. Deities: 4-handed Näräyaëa & Lakñmé. Çré
Garuòa, and Lord Räma, Sétä, Lakñmaëa and Çré Hanumänjé.
(TEXT 86 PURPORT)
 Çrémanta Bäläsäheb Pantha Mahäräja – expenses born by Sätärä Mahäräja Jagatjévana Räo Säheb. (TEXT 86 PURPORT)
(iii) Tapana Miçra brings Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu to his home
 Seva, dance, waving his cloth in jubiliation, washed lotus feet of
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, drank wash water. (TEXTS 87-88)
 Tapana Miçra invited Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu to take lunch at
his home, and he had Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya cook. (TEXT 89)
 Topography: tomb of Vallabhäcärya
Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana
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 Caitanya Mahäprabhu – Bindu Mädhava temple – lunch at Tapana
Miçra’s house.
 Near temple is big banyan tree – after eating, the Lord used to rest
beneath the tree. (PURPORT: TEXT 89)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu rest – Tapana Miçra’s son, Raghu, used to
massage His legs. (TEXT 90)
 Remnants of food left by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu taken by whole
family of Tapana Miçra (TEXT 91)
 News spread that Lord came, Candraçekhara came to see the Lord
(TEXT 92)
(iv) Candraçekhara came to see Caitanya Mahäprabhu
 Candraçekhara
o Cook friend of Tapana Miçra
o Physician by caste
o Clerk by profession (TEXT 92)
 Fell at lotus feet, cried, embraced (TEXT 93)
(v) Candraçekhara offers prayers to Caitanya Mahäprabhu
 You have bestowed Your causeless mercy upon me because I am
Your old servant. Indeed, You have come here personally to give
me Your audience. (TEXT 94)
TEXT 95
äpana-prärabdhe vasi’ väräëasé-sthäne
‘mäyä’, ‘brahma’ çabda vinä nähi çuni käëe
“Due to my past deeds, I am residing at Väräëasé, but here I do not hear
anything but the words ‘mäyä’ and ‘Brahman.’”

Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana
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PURPORT: TEXT 95
9 Candraçekhara was a devotee – always eager to hear about Kåñëa
and His transcendental pastimes.
9 Benares – impersonalists, Saivaites, païcopäsanä 3 types.
9 païcopäsakas are not devotees of anyone. As it is said, to be a
servant of everyone is to be a servant of no one.
9 Käçé – chief holy place of pilgrimage for impersonalists, and it is
not at all suitable for devotees.
9 Vaiñëava likes to live in a viñëu-tértha
9 Väräëasé – 100s & 1000s of Lord Çiva’s temples – unhappiness as
he informed Lord Caitanya that he was obliged to live at Benares
due to his past misdeeds.
9 Due to past misdeeds, one takes birth on a lower platform
9 References:
 karmäëi nirdahati kintu ca bhakti-bhäjäm
- Brahma-saàhitä (5.54)
 kleça-ghné çubha-dä mokña-laghutä-kåt su-durlabhä
sändränanda-viçeñätmä çré-kåñëäkarñiëé ca sä
- Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu (1.1.17)
 sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja
ahaà tväà sarva-päpebhyo mokñayiñyämi mä çucaù
- Bhagavad-gétä (18.66)
 aprärabdha-phalaà päpaà küöaà béjaà phalonmukham
krameëaiva praléyeta viñëu-bhakti-ratätmanäm
- Padma Puräëa
9 Three types of devotees
 nitya-siddha
 sädhana-siddha
 sädhaka
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 No talk at Väräëasé other than 6 philosophical theses (Vaiçeñika,
Nyäya, Yoga, Säìkhya, Karma-mémäàsä, Brahma-mémäàsä, or
Vedänta). Tapana Miçra is very kind to me, speaks about topics
relating to Lord Kåñëa (TEXT 96)
 We two think of Your lotus feet incessantly. Although You are the
omniscient Supreme Personality of Godhead, You have granted us
Your audience. (TEXT 97)
 You are going to Våndävana. Please stay here at Väräëasé for some
days and deliver us, for we are Your two servants. (TEXT 98)
(vi) Tapana Miçra requests the Lord
TEXT 99
miçra kahe,—‘prabhu, yävat käçéte rahibä
mora nimantraëa vinä anya nä mänibä’
Tapana Miçra then said, “My dear Lord, as long as You stay at Väräëasé,
please do not accept any invitation other than mine.”
TEXT 100
ei-mata mahäprabhu dui bhåtyera vaçe
icchä nähi, tabu tathä rahilä dina-daçe
Even though He had not made such a plan, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
remained for ten days at Väräëasé, being obligated by the requests of His
two servants.
(vii) Maharashtriyan brähmaëa astonished to see Lord’s beauty and
ecstatic love (TEXT 101)
(viii) Caitanya Mahäprabhu refuses Mäyävädé brähmaëas’ lunch
invitations
TEXT 102
vipra saba nimantraya, prabhu nähi mäne
prabhu kahe,—‘äji mora haïäche nimantraëe’
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When the brähmaëas of Väräëasé would invite Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
to lunch, the Lord would not accept their invitations. He would reply, “I
have already been invited somewhere else.”
TEXT 103
ei-mata prati-dina karena vaïcana
sannyäséra saìga-bhaye nä mänena nimantraëa
Every day Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu refused their invitations because He
feared associating with Mäyävädé sannyäsés.
PURPORT: TEXT 103
9 Vaiñëava sannyäsé never accepts an invitation from a party who
considers Mäyävädé sannyäsés and Vaiñëava sannyäsés to be one
and the same.
9 Vaiñëava sannyäsés do not at all like to associate with Mäyävädé
sannyäsés, to say nothing of eating with them.
9 This principle must be followed by the sannyäsés of the Kåñëa
consciousness movement.
9 That is the instruction of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, given by His
personal behavior.
(viii) Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté, brähmaëa and Caitanya Mahäprabhu

A.

Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté used to teach Vedänta philosophy to many
followers. (TEXT 104)
PURPORT: 104
9 Impersonalism – Denying Lord’s form – cut off hands & legs of
Lord.
9 Mäyävädés
o Rascals – Do not accept Lord’s form (Vedas)
o Demons – Describe vedic knowledge as imperonal
o Cutters – Cut Lord’s form to pieces
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9 Bhagavad-gétä (15.15),
o Lord’s form – factual – veddaiç ca sarvair ah
ham eva vedyaù.
o ‘aham’ – ‘I am’ – ‘The Persson’
o ‘eva’ – co
onclusive verificattion
phy, one must co
ome to know thee
9 By studying the Vedanta philosop
Supreme Personaality of Godhead..
9 Vedic knowledgee as impersonal – näräyaëaù paro ’vyaktät
9 Worship form off the Lord – one iis purified
9 Mäyävädé – impeersonalists
o no sufficient reason for beeing impersonalissts
o blindly follow
f
a princip
ple that cannot be
b supported byy
reason orr argument

B. A bräähmaëa who saw
w Caitanya Mahäp
prabhu’s wonderfful characteristicss

came to Prakäçänanda Saarasvaté and desccribed, “Sannyäsé from Jagannäthaa
Puré – I cannot describe His wonderful in
nfluence and gloriies.”
Rupa:
XT 107
TEX
sakala dekhiye täì
ìte adbhuta-kathana
pra
akäëòa-çaréra, çu
uddha-käïcana-vaaraëa
“Everyth
hing is wonderfu
ul about that san
nnyäsé. He
has a veery well built an
nd luxuriant bodyy, and His
complex
xion is like purifiied gold.
TEX
XT 108
äjänu-lambita
ä
bhu
uja, kamala-nayaana
yata
y
kichu éçvarerra sarva sal-lakñaaëa
“He hass arms that exteend to His kneess, and His
eyes aree like the petals of
o a lotus. In His p
person are
all the transcendental symptoms
s
of thee Supreme
Personaality of Godhead.
When one
o sees – Näräyaëa (TEXT 109)
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Karma:
TEXT 111
‘nirantara kåñëa-näma’ jihvä täìra gäya
dui-netre açru vahe gaìgä-dhärä-präya
“His tongue is always chanting the holy name of Kåñëa, and from His eyes
tears incessantly fall like the flowing Ganges.
TEXT 112
kñaëe näce, häse, gäya, karaye krandana
kñaëe huhuìkära kare,—siàhera garjana
“Sometimes He dances, laughs, sings and cries,
and sometimes He roars like a lion.”
Nama:
TEXT 113
jagat-maìgala täìra ‘kåñëa-caitanya’-näma
näma, rüpa, guëa täìra, saba—anupama
“His name, Kåñëa Caitanya, is all-auspicious for the world. Everything
about Him—His name, form and qualities—is unparalleled.

C. Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté joked and laughed at the brähmaëa, he began
to speak as follows. (TEXT 115)
 Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté said about the Lord (TEXTS 116-121)
o Sannyäsé from Bengal
o Very sentimental
o Bhäraté-sampradäya
o Disciple of Keçava Bhäraté
o Pretender
o Name is Caitanya
o Accompanied by many sentimentalists
o Followers dance with Him
o Tours from country to country and village to village.
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Whoever sees accepts as Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Hypnotizes
Whoever sees Him becomes illusioned.
“Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya – learned scholar, but become
madman due to Caitanya;s association.
sannyäsé in name
first-class magician
sentimentalism cannot be very much in demand in Käçé.
Do not go to see Caitanya.
continue hearing Vedänta
if associate with upstarts - lost in this world and in the
next.
TEXT 116
“çuniyächi gauòa-deçera sannyäsé—‘bhävuka’
keçava-bhäraté-çiñya, loka-pratäraka

Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté said, “Yes, I have heard about Him. He is a
sannyäsé from Bengal, and He is very sentimental. I have also heard that
He belongs to the Bhäraté-sampradäya, for He is a disciple of Keçava
Bhäraté. However, He is only a pretender.”
PURPORT: TEXT 116
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu – bhävuka (sentimental) because He was
always seen in the bhäva stage.
9 Emotional imitators exhibit certain symptoms, but immediately
after their exhibition, they are attracted to smoking and other
things.
9 Mäyävädés cannot understand transcendental symptoms exhibited
by a devotee; therefore when such symptoms are manifest, the
Mäyävädés equate them with temporary emotional feelings.
9 Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté’s statement is offensive – päñaëòé.
9 According to Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, since Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté
was not engaged in the Lord’s devotional service, his sannyäsa is
to be considered phalgu-vairägya.
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TEXT 118
yei täìre dekhe, sei éçvara kari’ kahe
aiche mohana-vidyä—ye dekhe se mohe
“Whoever sees Him accepts Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Since He has some mystic power by which He hypnotizes people, everyone
who sees Him becomes illusioned.
TEXT 119
särvabhauma bhaööäcärya—paëòita prabala
çuni’ caitanyera saìge ha-ila pägala
“Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya was a very learned scholar, but I have heard
that he also has become a madman due to his association with this
Caitanya.
TEXT 120
‘sannyäsé’—näma-mätra, mahä-indrajälé!
‘käçépure’ nä vikäbe täìra bhävakäli
“This Caitanya is a sannyäsé in name only. Actually He is a first-class
magician. In any case, His sentimentalism cannot be very much in demand
here in Käçé.
TEXT 121
‘vedänta’ çravaëa kara, nä yäiha täìra päça
ucchåìkhala-loka-saìge dui-loka-näça“
“Do not go to see Caitanya. Just continue hearing Vedänta. If you associate
with upstarts, you will be lost in this world and in the next.”
yaù çästra-vidhim utsåjya vartate käma-kärataù…

D.

 When brähmaëa heard Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté speak like this
about Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, he became very much grief-
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stricken. Chanting the holy name of Kåñëa, he immediately left.
(TEXT 122)
 He went to Caitanya Mahäprabhu & described what took place
before the Mäyävädé sannyäsé Prakäçänanda. (TEXT 123)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu smiled, brähmaëa, “I uttered Your name, he
knew Your name” (TEXTS 124-125)
 “While finding fault with You, he uttered Your name three times,
saying ‘Caitanya, Caitanya, Caitanya.’” (TEXT 126)
TEXT 127
tina-bäre ‘kåñëa-näma’ nä äila tära mukhe
‘avajïä’te näma laya, çuni’ päi duùkhe
“Although he spoke Your name three times, he did not utter the name
‘Kåñëa.’ Because he uttered Your name in contempt, I was very much
aggrieved.
PURPORT: TEXT 127
9 Mäyävädi favourites: brahma, caitanya, ätmä, paramätmä, jagadéça,
éçvara, viräö, vibhu, bhümä, viçvarüpa and vyäpaka all indirectly
indicate Kåñëa.
9 Misconceptions of Mäyävädis
 Cannot understand that the holy name of the Lord is identical
with the Lord.
 Considers Lord’s names material due to a poor fund of
knowledge.
 Cannot understand the existence of spiritual world and the
blissful variegatedness there.
 Conclude that Kåñëa’s transcendental activities are mäyä.
9 To avoid this misconception one has to directly cultivate
knowledge about the holy name of the Lord.
 “Why could Prakäçänanda not utter the names ‘Kåñëa’ and ‘Hari’?
He chanted ‘Caitanya’ thrice. As far as I am concerned, simply by
seeing You I am moved to chant ‘Kåñëa’ and ‘Hari.’” (TEXT 128)
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TEXT 129
prabhu kahe,—“mäyävädé kåñëe aparädhé
‘brahma’, ‘ätmä’ ‘caitanya’ kahe niravadhi
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu replied, “The Mäyävädé impersonalists are great
offenders unto Lord Kåñëa; therefore they simply utter the words
‘Brahman,’ ‘ätmä’ and ‘caitanya.’
 Lord’s name, His form and His personality – same – No difference
between them – Absolute. (TEXT 132)
PURPORT: TEXT 132
9 Offenders – Mäyävädé impersonalists
 Holy name ‘Kåñëa’ doesn’t manifest in their mouths. (TEXT
130)
 Can’t understand living entity = Supreme Personality of
Godhead in quality.
 Think – jiva has been falsely divided from Brahman due to
mäyä.
 Believe that Absolute Truth is ultimately impersonal.
 Incarnation – think He is covered by mäyä
 Think Lord’s form is product of this material world
 Cannot understand – Kåñëa has no body separate from
Himself.
9 Effect of Offenses
 Do not utter “Kåñëa”, the original name of the Absolute
Truth.
 Utter name of impersonal Brahman
 Indulge in indirect indications of the Absolute Truth.
 Even if they utter “Govinda,” “Kåñëa” or “Mädhava,” –
cannot understand that these names are as good as Govinda,
Kåñëa or Mädhava the person.
 They are ultimately impersonalists
 Their uttering of the personal name has no potency.
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 Do not believe in Kåñëa, consider names to be material
vibrations
 Not able to appreciate holy name
 Utter indirect names like Brahman, ätmä and caitanya.
TEXT 133
näma cintämaëiù kåñëaç
caitanya-rasa-vigrahaù
pürëaù çuddho nitya-mukto
’bhinnatvän näma-näminoù
“‘The holy name of Kåñëa is transcendentally blissful. It bestows all
spiritual benedictions, for it is Kåñëa Himself, the reservoir of all pleasure.
Kåñëa’s name is complete, and it is the form of all transcendental mellows.
It is not a material name under any condition, and it is no less powerful
than Kåñëa Himself. Since Kåñëa’s name is not contaminated by the
material qualities, there is no question of its being involved with mäyä.
Kåñëa’s name is always liberated and spiritual; it is never conditioned by
the laws of material nature. This is because the name of Kåñëa and Kåñëa
Himself are identical.’
TEXT 136
ataù çré-kåñëa-nämädi
na bhaved grähyam indriyaiù
sevonmukhe hi jihvädau
svayam eva sphuraty adaù
“‘Therefore material senses cannot appreciate Kåñëa’s holy name, form,
qualities and pastimes. When a conditioned soul is awakened to Kåñëa
consciousness and renders service by using his tongue to chant the Lord’s
holy name and taste the remnants of the Lord’s food, the tongue is
purified, and one gradually comes to understand who Kåñëa really is.’
TEXT 139
brahmänanda haite pürëänanda kåñëa-guëa
ataeva äkarñaye ätmärämera mana
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“The transcendental qualities of Çré Kåñëa are completely blissful and
relishable. Consequently Lord Kåñëa’s qualities attract even the minds of
self-realized persons from the bliss of self-realization.
TEXT 140
ätmärämäç ca munayo
nirgranthä apy urukrame
kurvanty ahaitukéà bhaktim
ittham-bhüta-guëo hariù
“‘Those who are self-satisfied and unattracted by external material desires
are also attracted to the loving service of Çré Kåñëa, whose qualities are
transcendental and whose activities are wonderful. Hari, the Personality of
Godhead, is called Kåñëa because He has such transcendentally attractive
features.’
TEXT 141
ei saba rahu—kåñëa-caraëa-sambandhe
ätmärämera mana hare tulaséra gandhe
“Apart from the pastimes of Lord Kåñëa, when tulasé leaves are offered at
the lotus feet of Çré Kåñëa, even the aroma of the leaves attracts the minds
of self-realized persons.
TEXT 142
tasyäravinda-nayanasya padäravindakiïjalka-miçra-tulasé-makaranda-väyuù
antar-gataù sva-vivareëa cakära teñäà
saìkñobham akñara-juñäm api citta-tanvoù
“‘When the breeze carrying the aroma of tulasé leaves and saffron from the
lotus feet of the lotus-eyed Personality of Godhead entered through the
nostrils into the hearts of those sages [the Kumäras], they experienced a
change in both body and mind, even though they were attached to the
impersonal Brahman understanding.’
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PURPORT: TEXT 142
9 Those who are actually on the platform of Brahman realization
and who have not offended the lotus feet of Kåñëa can
immediately become Vaiñëavas simply by smelling the aroma of
the Lord’s lotus feet.
9 But those who are offenders or demons are never attracted to the
Lord’s personal feature.
 Mäyävädés – offenders and atheistic philosophers – holy name
does not come from their mouth. (TEXT 143)
PURPORT: TEXT 143
9 If one is an offender, he cannot be converted even by the
association of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
TEXT 144
bhävakäli vecite ämi äiläìa käçépure
grähaka nähi, nä vikäya, laïä yäba ghare
“I have come here to sell My emotional ecstatic sentiments in this city of
Käçé, but I cannot find any customers. If they are not sold, I must take
them back home.”
TEXT 145
bhäré bojhä laïä äiläìa, kemane laïä yäba?
alpa-svalpa-mülya päile, ethäi veciba
“I have brought a heavy load to sell in this city. To take it back again is a
very difficult job; therefore if I get but a fraction of the price, I shall sell it
here in this city of Käçé.”
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PURPORT: TEXT 145
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu – selling divya näma – Käçé – Mäyävädés –
not chant – disappointed – “How could He teach Mäyävädés?”
9 The attraction for chanting the holy name of the Lord belongs
absolutely to pure devotees, and there was no possibility of finding
pure devotees at Käçé.
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s commodity was heavy. Though, there
were no pure devotees in Käçé, if someone was a little inclined to
chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra, He would deliver this big load,
although the proper price was not paid.
9 When we came to New York in 1965, we never expected that the
Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra would be accepted in this country.
9 Invited people to storefront – chanting – attracted fortunate youth.
9 Mission started with insignificant capital – going nicely.

11

Lesson 11: The attraction for chanting the holy name of the
Lord belongs absolutely to pure devotees

12

Lesson 12: The spreading of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra in
the West has become successful because the young people
were not offenders.

PURPORT: TEXT 145 Cntd…
9 The youths who joined this movement were not very advanced as
far as purity is concerned, nor were they very well educated in
Vedic knowledge, but because they were not offenders, they could
accept the importance of the Hare Kåñëa movement.
9 Mlecchas and yavanas of the Western countries are more purified
than offensive Mäyävädés or atheistic impersonalists.

Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana

31

Çré Caitanya-caritämåta: Madhya-lélä

Texts 146-233: Caitanya Mahäprabhu in Mathurä
(i) Caitanya Mahäprabhu leaves for Mathurä
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu started for Mathurä – all 3 devotees started
to go with Him - Lord forbade them to accompany Him - asked to
return home (TEXTS 146-147)
 Feeling separation from Lord, 3 used to meet and glorify holy
qualities of Lord. (TEXT 148)
 Veëé Mädhava – Yamunä – caught Lord and raised Him – Prayäga
holy name – delivered many people; (TEXTS 149-152)
 South India tour, western India tour – converted many people to
Vaiñëavism. (TEXT 153)
 Many times in Yamunä – jump in – unconscious – in water – in
ecstatic love. (TEXT 154)
(ii) Caitanya Mahäprabhu enters Mathurä
 Bath at Viçräma-ghäöa.
 Visited Kåñëa’s birthplace – saw Keçavajé - obeisances (TEXT 156)
 1 brähmaëa fell at lotus feet of Caitanya Mahäprabhu – chant &
dance – embrace – uproar – priest offers garland (TEXT 158-160)
 People “Such transcendental love is never an ordinary thing” – by
seeing Caitanya Mahäprabhu, everyone is maddened with love of
Kåñëa – laughing, crying, dancing, chanting… (TEXT 161-162)
(iii) Caitanya Mahäprabhu and brähmaëa
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu “You are an elderly brähmaëa, sincere,
advanced in spiritual life. Wherefrom have you gotten this
transcendental opulence of ecstatic love for Kåñëa?” (TEXT 165)
 Brähmaëa, “HH Mädhavendra Puré came to Mathurä on tour –
visited my house – accepted me as disciple – lunch at home –
render seva – Gopäla at Govardhana Hill (TEXT 166-168)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu offered obeisances to brähmaëa, Brähmaëa
also immediately fell at Lord’s feet. (TEXT 169)
 Mahäprabhu - “You are on the platform of My spiritual master,
and I am your disciple. not befitting - obeisances.” (TEXT 170)
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 Brähmaëa afraid and said (TEXT 171-173)
o ‘Why do You speak like this? You are sannyäsé.’
o You must have some relationship with Mädhavendra Puré.
o Ecstatic love can be experienced only when one has
relationship with Mädhavendra Puré.
o Without him, a scent of such transcendental ecstatic love is
impossible.
 Balabhadra
Bhaööäcärya explained relationship between
Mädhavendra Puré and Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu – brähmaëa
began to dance. (TEXT 174)
 Brähmaëa took Caitanya Mahäprabhu to his home – served the
Lord in various ways. (TEXT 175)
(iv) Interaction with respect to Mahajan
TEXT 176
bhikñä lägi’ bhaööäcärye karäilä randhana
tabe mahäprabhu häsi’ balilä vacana
He asked Balabhadra Bhaööäcärya to cook Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s
lunch. At that time the Lord, smiling, spoke as follows.
TEXT 177
“puré-gosäïi tomära ghare karyächena bhikñä
more tumi bhikñä deha,—ei mora ‘çikñä’”
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, “Mädhavendra Puré has already taken
lunch at your place. Therefore you may cook and give Me the food. That is
My instruction.”
TEXT 178
yad yad äcarati çreñöhas
tat tad evetaro janaù
sa yat pramäëaà kurute
lokas tad anuvartate
“Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow. And
whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues.”
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TEXT 179
yadyapi ‘sanoòiyä’ haya seita brähmaëa
sanoòiyä-ghare sannyäsé nä kare bhojana
The brähmaëa belonged to the Sanoòiyä brähmaëa community, and a
sannyäsé does not accept food from such a brähmaëa.
PURPORT: TEXT 179
Vaiçyas
Ägarwälä
First-class vaiçyas
Banking profession
From Ayodha

Kälawäras
Wine & other
intoxicants
Lower class

Sänwäòa
lower

9 Priests who guide Kälawäras and Sänwäòas are called Sanoòiyä
brähmaëas.
9 Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura: sänoyäòa = suvarëa-vaëik = bankers – gold
& silver.
9 A sannyäsé is not allowed to take alms or food from them.
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu accepted lunch cooked by a Sanoòiyä
brähmaëa simply because he belonged to Mädhavendra Puré’s
community.
9 A spiritual relationship is established on the spiritual platform,
without consideration of material inferiority or superiority.
TEXT 180
tathäpi puré dekhi’ täìra ‘vaiñëava’-äcära
‘çiñya’ kari’ täìra bhikñä kaila aìgékära
Although the brähmaëa belonged to the Sanoòiyä community, Çréla
Mädhavendra Puré had seen that he behaved like a Vaiñëava and had
therefore accepted him as his disciple. The food he had cooked had also
been accepted by Mädhavendra Puré.
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TEXT 181
mahäprabhu täìre yadi ‘bhikñä’ mägila
dainya kari’ sei vipra kahite lägila
Therefore Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu willingly requested food from the
brähmaëa, and the brähmaëa, feeling natural humility, began to speak as
follows.
TEXT 182
tomäre ‘bhikñä’ diba—baòa bhägya se ämära
tumi—éçvara, nähi tomära vidhi-vyavahära
“It is a great fortune for me to offer You food. You are the Supreme Lord,
and being in the transcendental position, You are not restricted in any
way.
TEXT 183
‘mürkha’-loka karibeka tomära nindana
sahite nä pärimu sei ‘duñöe’ra vacana
“Foolish people will blaspheme You, but I shall not tolerate the words of
such mischievous people.”
PURPORT: TEXT 183
9 Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura: although the brähmaëa
did not belong to a superior community, he fearlessly chastised socalled caste brähmaëas because he was situated on the platform of
pure devotional service.
9 There are people who are opposed to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s
accepting a Vaiñëava belonging to a lower caste. Such people do
not consider mahä-prasädam transcendental, and therefore they
are described here as
 mürkha (foolish)
 duñöa (mischievous)
Chapter 17: The Lord travels to Våndävana

35

Çré Caitanya-caritämåta: Madhya-lélä

13

Lesson 13: A pure devotee has the power to challenge such
high-caste people, and his brave statements are not to be
considered proud or puffed up. On the contrary, he is to be
considered straightforward.

PURPORT: TEXT 183 Cntd…
9 Such a person does not like to flatter high-class brähmaëas who
belong to the non-Vaiñëava community.
TEXT 184
prabhu kahe,—çruti, småti, yata åñi-gaëa
sabe ‘eka’-mata nahe, bhinna bhinna dharma
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu replied, “The Vedas, Puräëas and great learned
sages are not always in agreement with one another. Consequently there
are different religious principles.
PURPORT: TEXT 184

14
9
9
9
9

15

Lesson 14: Unless one comes to the Absolute Truth, there is
no possibility of agreement.
Näsäv åñir yasya mataà na bhinnam
BG: bhaktyä mäm abhijänäti yävän yaç cäsmi tattvataù.
BG: sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja.
SB: dharmaù projjhita-kaitavo ‘tra.
Lesson 15:
The genuine religious system is that which enables one to
become a lover of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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PURPORT: TEXT 183
9 When a person has no ulterior motive, there is certainly oneness
and agreement of principles. (savai pumsam…)
9 Since everyone has a different body and mind, different types of
religions are needed.
9 But when one is situated on the spiritual platform, there are no
bodily and mental differences.
TEXT 185
dharma-sthäpana-hetu sädhura vyavahära
puré-gosäïira ye äcaraëa, sei dharma sära
“A devotee’s behavior establishes the true purpose of religious principles.
The behavior of Mädhavendra Puré Gosvämé is the essence of such
religious principles.”
PURPORT: TEXT 185
 Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura says
TYPES OF MAHÄJAN
Para 1: Who is Spiritual mahäjan?
A sädhu, or honest man, is called a mahäjana or a mahätmä.
mahätmänas tu mäà pärtha daivéà prakåtim äçritäù
bhajanty ananya-manaso jïätvä bhütädim avyayam
“O son of Påthä, those who are not deluded, the great souls, are under the
protection of the divine nature. They are fully engaged in devotional
service because they know Me as the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
original and inexhaustible.” (BG 9.13)
Para 2: Who is Material mahäjan?
Mahätmä: understood in different ways by different religionists.
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Mundaner
Sense gratifiers
Ex: businessman
Karmés desiring material
enjoyment
Yogés desiring to control senses
Jïänés
Demons
Anthropologists

His mahäjan
According to the proportion of sense
gratification one offers
Ex: banker
Philosophers like Jaimini
Pataïjali Åñi
Atheist Kapila, Vasiñöha, Durväsä,
Dattätreya and other impersonalists
Hiraëyäkña, Hiraëyakaçipu, Rävaëa,
Meghanäda, Jaräsandha
Darwin

9 Scientists who are bewildered by Kåñëa’s external energy have no
relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, yet they
are accepted by some as mahäjanas.
9 Similarly, philosophers, historians, literary men, public speakers
and social and political leaders are sometimes accepted as
mahäjanas.
9 Such mahäjanas are respected by certain men who have been
described in Çrémad-Bhägavatam (2.3.19):
çva-viò-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù
na yat-karëa-pathopeto jätu näma gadägrajaù
“Men who are like dogs, hogs, camels and asses praise those men who
never listen to the transcendental pastimes of Lord Çré Kåñëa, the
deliverer from evils.”
Para 3: Further types of cheating mahäjanas
a) Animalistic leaders are worshiped by animals.
b) Physicians, psychiatrists and social workers try to mitigate bodily
pain, distress and fear, but they have no knowledge of spiritual
identity and are bereft of a relationship with God.
c) Self-deceived persons accept leaders from a priestly order that has
been officially appointed by the codes of material life – deceived
by official priests.
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d) Dhaìga-vipras – imposter brähmaëas - imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura,
and envy him who was a mahäjana. Make great artificial
endeavors, advertising themselves as great devotees of the Lord or
as mystic hypnotists knowledgeable in witchcraft, hypnotism and
miracles.
e) Demons like Pütanä, Tåëävarta, Vatsa, Baka, Aghäsura, Dhenuka,
Käléya and Pralamba.
f) Imitators & adversaries – Pauëòraka, Çågäla Väsudeva, Çukräcärya
g) Atheists like Cärväka, King Vena, Sugata and Arhat.
Some people accept godless cheaters who present themselves as
incarnations of God and cheat foolish people within the material world by
word jugglery. Thus many rascals are accepted as mahäjanas.
Para 4: Karma- kändi Vedic mahäjanas
Those who are devoid of devotional service who sometimes mistakenly
accept persons with mundane motives as mahäjanas.
“Only motive must be kåñëa-bhakti”
Çrémad-Bhägavatam (6.3.25):
präyeëa veda tad idaà na mahäjano ‘yaà
devyä vimohita-matir bata mäyayälam
trayyäà jaòé-kåta-matir madhu-puñpitäyäà
vaitänike mahati karmaëi yujyamänaù
9 The mundane intelligence and mental speculative methods of such
foolish people are under the control of the three modes of material
nature.
9 Fruitive actors – entangled in material activities disguised as
spiritual activities. veda-väda-ratäù (BG)
9 Supposed followers of Vedas – do not understand the real purport
of the Vedas, yet they think of themselves as Vedic authorities.
9 People versed in Vedic knowledge must know Kåñëa as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Vedaiç ca sarvair aham eva
vedyaù. (Bg. 15.15)
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Para 5: Conclusion 1
9 karma-véra – successful fruitive worker
9 jïäna-véra – hero in mental speculation
9 vairagya- véra – famous renunciant.
neha yat karma dharmäya na virägäya kalpate
na tértha-pada-seväyai jévann api måto hi saù
“Anyone whose work is not meant for elevating him to religious life,
anyone whose religious ritualistic performances do not raise him to
renunciation, and anyone situated in renunciation that does not lead him
to devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead must be
considered dead, although he is breathing.” (ÇB 3.23.56)
Para 6: Conclusion 2
9 One may serve his country, people and society, the varëäçramadharma system, the sick, the poor, the rich, women, demigods and
so on. All this service comes under the heading of sense
gratification.
9 People are attracted by such material activity and leaders of these
activities are accepted as mahäjanas, great ideal leaders.
9 Actually they are only misleaders, but an ordinary man cannot
understand how he is being misled.
Para 7: What does following mahäjan mean?
9 Narottama däsa Öhäkura: sädhu-çästra-guru-väkya, cittete kariyä
aikya: “One should accept as one’s guide the words of the sädhus,
the çästra and the guru.”

16

Lesson 16: Accepting the guidance of sädhus, çästra & guru is
the actual way of following great personalities (mahäjanas).

9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu personally followed the behavior of
Mädhavendra Puré and advised others to follow his principles.
9 Unfortunately, people are attracted to material body since time
immemorial.
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Para 8: What is the effect of deviating from Mädhavendra Puré
yasyätma-buddhiù kuëape tri-dhätuke
sva-dhéù kalaträdiñu bhauma ijya-dhéù
yat-tértha-buddhiù salile na karhicij
janeñv abhijïeñu sa eva go-kharaù
“A human being who identifies this body made of three elements with his
self, who considers the by-products of the body to be his kinsmen, who
considers his land of birth worshipable, and who goes to a place of
pilgrimage simply to take a bath rather than meet men of transcendental
knowledge there is to be considered like an ass or a cow.” (SB 10.84.13)
9 Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura therefore warns:
miche mäyära vaçe, yäccha bhese’,
khäccha häbuòubu, bhäi
jéva kåñëa-däsa, e viçväsa,
ka’rle ta’ ära duùkha näi
“Don’t be carried away by the waves of mäyä. Just surrender to the
lotus feet of Kåñëa, and all miseries will end.”
9 One’s plans for happiness will be frustrated
 Follow social customs and behavior
 Forget to follow the path chalked out by the mahäjanas
 Offenders at the feet of the mahäjanas.
 Sometimes they consider such mahäjanas very conservative,
or they create their own mahäjanas.
 Ignore the principles of the paramparä system.
9 Do not accept the instructions of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, want to be supported by so-called mahäjanas, or
authorities.
9 We cannot ascertain the real truth simply by following
speculators.
Para 9: How to identify Real mahäjanas
9 No one can ascertain the Absolute Truth by
 Säìkhya
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9
9
9
9
9
9

 Yoga system of Pataïjali
 Not accepting Lord Viñëu as Supreme Personality of
Godhead.
Ambition never fulfilled Æ attracted by external energy.
Mental speculators renowned all over the world as great
authorities, actually they are not.
Such leaders are conservative & not at all liberal.
Mädhavendra Puré – real mahäjana,
Misguided people cannot distinguish the real from the unreal.
But a person who is awakened to Kåñëa consciousness can
understand the real religious path chalked out by the Lord and His
pure devotees.

9 Çré Mädhavendra Puré was a real mahäjana because
 He understood the Absolute Truth properly
 Behaved like a pure devotee throughout his life.
9 Caitanya Mahäprabhu approved method of Mädhavendra Puré.
9 Although from the material viewpoint, Sanoòiyä brähmaëa was on
a lower platform, Caitanya Mahäprabhu considered him situated
on the highest platform of spiritual realization.
Para 10: Who are the 12 mahäjanas
Çrémad-Bhägavatam (6.3.20) states that there are twelve mahäjanas:
Brahmä, Närada, Çambhu, the four Kumäras, Kapila, Manu, Prahläda,
Janaka, Bhéñma, Bali, Çukadeva and Yamaräja.
Para 11: Select our mahäjanas in the Gauòéya-sampradäya
9 Follow in footsteps of Lord Caitanya & His representatives.
9 Çré Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé,
9 6 Gosvämés
9 Çrédhara Svämé
9 Caëòédäsa, Vidyäpati and Jayadeva
9 One who tries to imitate the mahäjanas just to become an
imitative spiritual master is certainly far away from following in
the footsteps of the mahäjanas.
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9 Sometimes people cannot understand how a mahäjana follows
other mahäjanas.
TEXT 186
tarko ‘pratiñöhaù çrutayo vibhinnä
näsäv åñir yasya mataà na bhinnam
dharmasya tattvaà nihitaà guhäyäà
mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu continued, “‘Dry arguments are inconclusive. A
great personality whose opinion does not differ from others is not
considered a great sage. Simply by studying the Vedas, which are
variegated, one cannot come to the right path by which religious
principles are understood. The solid truth of religious principles is hidden
in the heart of an unadulterated, self-realized person. Consequently, as the
çästras confirm, one should accept whatever progressive path the
mahäjanas advocate.’”
(v) Mathurävasis come to take darsan of Caitanya Mahäprabhu
 100s & 1000s came – no one can count – Caitanya Mahäprabhu
came out of the house to give audience. (TEXT 188)
 Caitanya Mahäprabhu raised arms – “Haribol!” – response –
“Hari!” (TEXT 189)
 Bathed in 24 ghats, holy places on banks of Yamunä, forests with
brähmaëa (TEXT 190-193)
 Cows sound moo - stunned with ecstatic love – lick body – cows
went – cowherd men kept cows back with difficulty – deer – birds
– trees – creepers – fruits & flowers – friends & friends – embrace
trees & creepers – they offer flowers & fruits – restless, tears,
trembling & jubilation – vibrate transcendental sound of “Hare
Kåñëa”, as if they were echoing the deep sound of Caitanya
Mahäprabhu (TEXTS 194-208)
 Necks of deer – cry – parrots – çuka-çärikä – peacocks – mind
wandered in ecstatic love of Kåñëa. “Chant! Chant!” – Balabhadra
Bhaööäcärya & brahmana began to chant (TEXTS 209-224)
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TEXT 21
14
vaàçé-dhäré jagan-närécitta-häré sa ççärike
vihäré gopa-näärébhir
jéyän madana-m
mohanaù
The malle parrot then saiid, “My dear çäré [female parrot], Çré Kåñëa carriess
a flute and
a enchants the hearts of all wom
men throughout the universe. Hee
is speciffically the enjoyerr of the beautifull gopés, and He iss the enchanter off
Cupid also.
a
Let Him be glorified!”
g
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TEXT 216
rädhä-saìge yadä bhäti
tadä ‘madana-mohanaù’
anyathä viçva-moho ‘pi
svayaà ‘madana-mohitaù’
The female parrot said, “When Lord Çré Kåñëa is with Rädhäräëé, He is the
enchanter of Cupid; otherwise, when He is alone, He Himself is enchanted
by erotic feelings even though He enchants the whole universe.”
 Brahmana – symptoms of great ecstatic love by Caitanya
Mahäprabhu (TEXT 225)
TEXT 232
tabu likhibäre näre tära eka kaëa
uddeça karite kari dig-daraçana
Since Lord Ananta Himself cannot describe even a fragment of these
pastimes, I am simply pointing out the direction.
TEXT 233
jagat bhäsila caitanya-lélära päthäre
yäìra yata çakti tata päthäre säìtäre
The whole world became merged in the inundation of the pastimes of Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu. One can swim in that water to the extent that he
has the strength.

***
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