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THE ECSTATIC MANIFESTATIONS OF LORD ÇRÉ
CAITANYA MAHÄPRABHU
Texts 15
5-39: Expression
n of separation byy Çrématé Rädhäräëé

9
TEXT 29
vaàçé-gänämååta-dhäma, lävaaëyämåta-janma--thäna,
yee nä dekhe se cäì
ìda vadana
se nayane kibä
k
käja, paòu
uka tära muëòe väja,
se nayana rahe kki käraëa
“Of whaat use are the eyes of one who doees not see the facee of Kåñëa, which
h
resembles the moon and
d is the birthplacee of all beauty and
d the reservoir off
the necttarean songs of His flute? Oh, leet a thunderbolt strike his head!!
Why do
oes he keep such eyes?
e

1

Lesson 1: Krish
hna’s form is the root of all beautty.

PURPO
ORT: TEXT 29

9 If eyes
e
are not engaaged in seeing the beautiful face of
o Kåñëa, it would
d
be better for them to
t be struck by a thunderbolt.
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TEXT 31
kåñëera madhura väëé, amåtera taraìgiëé,
tära praveça nähi ye çravaëe
käëäkaòi-chidra sama, jäniha se çravaëa,
tära janma haila akäraëe
“Topics about Kåñëa are like waves of nectar. If such nectar does not enter
one’s ear, the ear is no better than the hole of a damaged conchshell. Such
an ear is created for no purpose.

2

Lesson 2: Purpose of ears is to hear about Krishna

PURPORT: TEXT 31
äyur harati vai puàsäm udyann astaà ca yann asau
tasyarte yat-kñaëo néta uttama-çloka-värtayä
“Both by rising and setting, the sun decreases the duration of life of
everyone except one who utilizes the time by discussing topics of the allgood Personality of Godhead. (SB 2.3.17)
taravaù kià na jévanti bhasträù kià na çvasanty uta
na khädanti na mehanti kià gräme paçavo ’pare
Do the trees not live? Do the bellows of the blacksmith not breathe? All
around us, do the beasts not eat and discharge semen? (SB 2.3.18)
çva-viò-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù
na yat-karëa-pathopeto jätu näma gadägrajaù
Men who are like dogs, hogs, camels and asses praise those men who
never listen to the transcendental pastimes of Lord Çré Kåñëa, the deliverer
from evils. (SB 2.3.19)
bile batorukrama-vikramän ye na çåëvataù karëa-puöe narasya
jihväsaté därdurikeva süta na copagäyaty urugäya-gäthäù
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One wh
ho has not listened to the meessages about th
he prowess and
d
marvelo
ous acts of the Personality of Godh
head and has nott sung or chanted
d
loudly the
t worthy songss about the Lord
d should be consiidered to possesss
ears likee the holes of snaakes and a tonguee like that of a fro
og. (SB 2.3.20)
bh
häraù paraà paööa
a-kiréöa-juñöam
apy u
uttamäìgaà na namen
n
mukundam
m
çäävau karau no kurrute saparyäà
haarer lasat-käïcana
a-kaìkaëau vä
The upper portion of the body,
h a silk turban, iss
thouggh crowned with
only a heavy burden if not bowed
d
n before the Personality off
down
Godh
head, who can
n award muktii
[freed
dom]. And the hands, though
h
decorrated with glitterring bangles, aree
like those of a deead man if nott
s
of thee
engagged in the service
Perso
onality of Godh
head Hari. (SB
B
2.3.21)
barhäyite te naya
ane naräëäà liìggäni viñëor na nirrékñato ye
pädau
u nåëäà tau drum
ma-janma-bhäjau kñeträëi nänuvra
ajato harer yau
The eyees which do no
ot look at the symbolic representations of thee
Personaality of Godhead Viñëu [His form
ms, names, qualities, etc.] are likee
those prrinted on the plum
mes of a peacock
k, and the legs wh
hich do not movee
to the holy
h
places [where the Lord is reemembered] are considered to bee
like treee trunks. (SB 2.3.2
22)
jévaï
ï-chavo bhägavattäìghri-reëuà
na jätu
j
martyo ’bhilaabheta yas tu
çré-vviñëu-padyä manu
ujas tulasyäù
çvasaï
ï-chavo yas tu naa veda gandham
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The person who
T
o has not at an
ny time received
d
u
upon
his head tthe dust from th
he feet of a puree
d
devotee
of the Lo
ord is certainly a dead body. And
d
t person who has never experiienced the flavorr
the
o the tulasé leavves from the lotuss feet of the Lord
of
d
i also a dead body, although
is
h breathing. (SB
B
2
2.3.23)
tad açma-säraà
a
hådaayaà batedaà
yad gåhyamäëair
g
harii-nämadheyaiù
n vikriyetätha yaadä vikäro
na
netre jalaà gätra-ru
uheñu harñaù
s
whicch, in spite of on
ne’s chanting thee
Certainlly that heart is steel-framed
holy naame of the Lord
d with concentraation, does not change and feell
ecstasy, at which time teears fill the eyes and the hairs staand on end.” (SB
B
2.3.24)
Texts 53
3-76: Feelings off separation & eccstatic changes
8
TEXT 58
am
müny adhanyäni ddinäntaräëi
ha
are tvad-älokanam
m antareëa
anä
ätha-bandho karu
uëaika-sindho
hä hanta
h
hä hanta kaathaà nayämi
“‘O My Lord, O Supremee Personality of G
Godhead, O friend
d of the helpless!!
n of mercy! Because I have no
ot met You, Myy
You aree the only ocean
inauspiccious days and niights have becom
me unbearable. I do
d not know how
w
I shall pass
p the time.’
TEXT 59
9
matta-gaja bhä
äva-gaëa, prabbhura deha—ikñu
u-vana,
g
gaja-yuddhe
vaneera dalana
prabhura haila divyonmäda, tanu-manera avasäda,
bhäväveçe kare saambodhana
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The bod
dy of the Lord waas just like a field
d of sugarcane intto which the mad
d
elephan
nts of ecstasy enteered. There was a fight amongst th
he elephants, and
d
in the process the en
ntire field of ssugarcane was destroyed. Thuss
ndental madness was awakened iin the body of th
he Lord, and Hee
transcen
experien
nced despondenccy in mind and bo
ody. In this ecstaatic condition, Hee
began to
o speak as followss.

4
TEXT 74
märaù svayyaà nu madhura--dyuti-maëòalaà
à nu
mädhuryyam eva nu mano-nayanämåtaà nu
u
veëé-m
måjo nu mama jévita-vallabho nu
kåñëo ’yyam abhyudayatee mama locanäya
häräëé, Çré Caitaanya Mahäprabh
hu addressed thee
In the attitude of Rädh
Kåñëa, Cupid perssonified, who hass
gopés: “‘My dear friends,, where is that K
o is sweetness itsself, the nectar off
the effulgence of a kadamba flower, who
he hair of the go
opés, who is thee
My eyess and mind, He who loosens th
supremee source of transccendental bliss an
nd My life and so
oul? Has He comee
before My
M eyes again?’”
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Texts 83-85: Glories of Caitanya Caritamrita
TEXT 83
kahibära kathä nahe, kahile keha nä bujhaye,
aiche citra caitanyera raìga
sei se bujhite päre, caitanyera kåpä yäìre,
haya täìra däsänudäsa-saìga
Such topics are not to be discussed freely because if they are, no one will
understand them. Such are the wonderful pastimes of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu. Unto one who is able to understand, Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu has shown mercy by giving him the association of the servant
of His own servant.

3

Lesson 3: Qualification 1: Only servant of servant can
understand Gaura lélä

PURPORT: TEXT 83
9 Even learned scholars in the academic field cannot understand
the transcendental bliss and ecstasy exhibited by Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu and His pure devotees.
9 Disciplic succession – Source of Caitanya-caritämåta
TEXT 84
caitanya-lélä-ratna-sära, svarüpera bhäëòära,
teìho thuilä raghunäthera kaëöhe
tähäì kichu ye çuniluì, tähä ihäì vistäriluì,
bhakta-gaëe diluì ei bheöe
The pastimes of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu are the topmost of jewels. They
have been kept in the storehouse of Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé, who has
explained them to Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé, who has repeated them to
me. Whatever little I have heard from Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé I have
described in this book, which is presented to all devotees.
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TEXT 85
5
yadi keha heena kaya, grantha kaila çloka-m
maya,
itara jane näribee bujhite
prabhurra yei äcaraëa, sei kari varëana
a,
sarva-citta näri ärädhite
If one says that Çré Caaitanya-caritämåtta is full of San
nskrit verses and
d
thereforre not understand
dable by a comm
mon man, I reply that what I havee
describeed are the pastim
mes of Çré Caitanyya Mahäprabhu an
nd that for me to
o
satisfy everyone
e
is not po
ossible.

4

Lesson 4: In deescribing pastimes of the Lord, one
o must simply
satisfy previous äcäryas
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PURPORT: TEXT 85
1. Gratification

5. Dedication

2. Satisfaction

What is Caitanyacaritämåta?

3. Qualification

4. Mundana education

PURPORT: TEXT 85
9 Gratification: Çréla Kaviräja Gosvämé and one who follows in
his footsteps do not have to cater to the public.
9 Satisfaction: Their business is simply to satisfy the previous
äcäryas and describe the pastimes of the Lord.
9 Qualification: One who is able to understand -> relish this
exalted transcendental literature -> not meant for ordinary
persons like scholars and literary men.
9 Mundane Education: Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s pastimes
recorded in the Caitanya-caritämåta -> studied in universities
and scholastic circles from a literary and historical point of
view -> not a subject matter for research workers or literary
scholars.
9 Dedication: It is simply meant for those devotees who have
dedicated their lives to the service of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu.
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Texts 86
6-95: Çréla Kaviräja Gosvämé’s m
mood in describin
ng Caitanyacaritämååta
TEXT 86
6
nähi kähäì
ì savirodha, näähi kähäì anurod
dha,
s
sahaja
vastu karii vivaraëa
yadi hayya rägoddeça, ttähäì haye äveça
a,
sa
ahaja vastu nä yääya likhana
C
åta there is,
In this Caitanya-caritämå
1) No co
ontradictory concclusion
2) Nor is
i anyone else’s opinion accepted
3) Descrribed the simple substance as I haave heard it from superiors
4) Invollvement in someeone’s likes and dislikes, cannot write the simplee
truth.

5

Lesson 5: Devo
otion to predecessor äcäryas is baasis of bhakti
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PURPORT: TEXT 86
1. Simplicity: Simplest thing for human beings is to follow their
predecessors.
2. Speculation: Judgment according to mundane senses is not a
very easy process.
3. Devotion: Whatever is awakened by attachment to one’s
predecessor is the way of devotional service as indicated by Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
4. No injection: Cannot consider the opinions of those who
become attracted or repelled by such things, because one
cannot write impartially in that way. In other words, the
author is stating that he did not inject personal opinion in the
Caitanya-caritämåta.
5. Description: He has simply described his spontaneous
understanding from superiors.
6. Sublimation: If he had been carried away by someone’s likes
and dislikes, he could not have written of such a sublime
subject matter in such an easy way. Such is the subject matter
for realization
7. Realization: Mundane scholarship and its concomitant
attachments and detachments cannot arouse spontaneous love
of Godhead.
TEXT 87
yebä nähi bujhe keha, çunite çunite seha,
ki adbhuta caitanya-carita
kåñëe upajibe préti, jänibe rasera réti,
çunilei baòa haya hita
If one does not understand in the beginning but continues to hear again
and again, the wonderful effects of Lord Caitanya’s pastimes will bring
love for Kåñëa. Gradually one will come to understand the loving affairs
between Kåñëa and the gopés and other associates of Våndävana. Everyone
is advised to continue to hear over and over again in order to greatly
benefit.
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6

Lesson 6: Mundane scholarship and its concomitant
attachments and detachments cannot arouse spontaneous
love of Godhead.

7

Lesson 7: Repeatition of Caitanya-caritämåta will arouse
love of Krishna and gradually one will come to understand
the loving affairs between Kåñëa and the gopés and other
associates of Våndävana.
TEXT 88
bhägavata—çloka-maya, öékä tära saàskåta haya,
tabu kaiche bujhe tri-bhuvana
ihäì çloka dui cäri, tära vyäkhyä bhäñä kari,
kene nä bujhibe sarva-jana

In reply to those critics who say that Çré Caitanya-caritämåta is full of
Sanskrit verses, it can be said that Çrémad-Bhägavatam is also full of
Sanskrit verses, as are the commentaries on Çrémad-Bhägavatam.
Nonetheless, Çrémad-Bhägavatam can be understood by everyone, as well
as by advanced devotees who study the Sanskrit commentaries. Why,
then, will people not understand the Caitanya-caritämåta? There are only a
few Sanskrit verses, and these have been explained in the Bengali
vernacular. What is the difficulty in understanding?

8

Lesson 8: Gaura lélä is understandable by common man
TEXT 89
çeña-lélära sütra-gaëa, kailuì kichu vivaraëa,
ihäì vistärite citta haya
thäke yadi äyuù-çeña, vistäriba lélä-çeña,
yadi mahäprabhura kåpä haya
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I have already given a synopsis of all the facts and figures of Lord Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s last pastimes, and I have a desire to describe them
elaborately. If I remain longer and am fortunate enough to receive the
mercy of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, I shall try to describe them again
more elaborately.

9

Lesson 9: One must serve with in one’s capacity and depend
on the Lord. One must do something tangible with in ones’
resources
TEXT 90
ämi våddha jarätura, likhite käìpaye kara,
mane kichu smaraëa nä haya
nä dekhiye nayane, nä çuniye çravaëe,
tabu likhi’—e baòa vismaya

I have now become too old and disturbed by invalidity. While I write, my
hands tremble. I cannot remember anything, nor can I see or hear
properly. Still I write, and this is a great wonder.

10

Lesson 10: Devotee serves in all conditions of difficulty
TEXT 91
ei antya-lélä-sära, sütra-madhye vistära,
kari’ kichu kariluì varëana
ihä-madhye mari yabe, varëite nä päri tabe,
ei lélä bhakta-gaëa-dhana

In this chapter I have to some extent described the essence of the pastimes
of Lord Caitanya at the end. If I die in the meantime and cannot describe
them in detail, at least the devotees will have this transcendental treasure.

11

Lesson 11: One must live, learn and leave legacy behind
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TEXT 92
saìkñepe ei sütra kaila, yei ihäì nä likhila,
äge tähä kariba vistära
yadi tata dina jiye, mahäprabhura kåpä haye,
icchä bhari’ kariba vicära
In this chapter I have briefly described the antya-lélä. Whatever I have not
described I shall describe extensively in the future. If by Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu’s mercy I live for so many days that I can fulfill my desires, I
will give full consideration to these pastimes.

12

Lesson 12: Devotee uses every breath in Lord’s service.
Devotee only thinks of Lord’s service in life and beyond.
TEXT 93
choöa baòa bhakta-gaëa, vandoì sabära çré-caraëa,
sabe more karaha santoña
svarüpa-gosäïira mata, rüpa-raghunätha jäne yata,
täi likhi’ nähi mora doña

I worship herewith the lotus feet of all kinds of devotees, both advanced
and neophyte. I request all of them to be satisfied with me. I am faultless
because I have written herein whatever I have understood from Svarüpa
Dämodara Gosvämé and Rüpa and Raghunätha däsa Gosvämés. I have
neither added to nor subtracted from their version.

13

Lesson 13: Success of any endeavor depends on instructions
of gurus and blessings of Vaiñëavas
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PURPORT: TEXT 93
2. Bhajana-çéla
(engaged in
devotional service)

1. Bhajana-vijïa
(experts in
devotional service)
3 kind of
devotees

3. Kåñëa-näme dékñita kåñëa-näma-käré
(initiated devotees engaged in chanting)
Neophytes:
1. Very expert in arguing though they have no sense of advanced
devotional service
2. Who think themselves very advanced because they imitate some
smärta-brähmaëa
3. Let such devotees not be displeased with me, thinking that I
have committed errors in this regard
9 I have only written what I have heard in the disciplic
succession. I personally have no desire to add or subtract
anything.
TEXT 94
çré-caitanya, nityänanda, advaitädi bhakta-vånda,
çire dhari sabära caraëa
svarüpa, rüpa, sanätana, raghunäthera çré-caraëa,
dhüli karoì mastake bhüñaëa
According to the paramparä system, I wish to take the dust from the lotus
feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, Nityänanda Prabhu, Advaita Prabhu, and
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all the associates of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu like Svarüpa Dämodara,
Rüpa Gosvämé, Sanätana Gosvämé and Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé. I wish
to take the dust of their lotus feet upon my head. In this way I wish to be
blessed with their mercy.

14

Lesson 14: Our aspiration must be to take the dust of lotus
feet of great souls
TEXT 95
päïä yäìra äjïä-dhana, vrajera vaiñëava-gaëa,
vandoì täìra mukhya haridäsa
caitanya-viläsa-sindhu- kallolera eka bindu,
tära kaëä kahe kåñëadäsa

Receiving orders from the above authorities and the Vaiñëavas of
Våndävana, especially from Haridäsa, the priest of Govindajé, I, Kåñëadäsa
Kaviräja Gosvämé, have tried to describe one small particle of one drop of
one wave of the ocean of the pastimes of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
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