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Çrimad Bhägavatam, Canto 10
INTRODUCTION

Çukadeva Goswämi explained to Mahäräja Parékçit, “This incident of Kåñëa's saving Himself
and His associates from death and of giving deliverance to Aghäsura, who had assumed the
form of a python, took place when Kåñëa was five years old. It was disclosed in Vrajabhümi
after one year, as if it had taken place on that very day”(SMB 10.12.37) Immediately
Mahäräja Parékñit inquired, “O great sage, how could things done in the past have been
described as being done at the present? Lord Çré Kåñëa performed this pastime of killing
Aghäsura during His kaumära age. How then, during His paugaëòa age, could the boys have
described this incident as having happened recently?” (SMB 10.12.41) What happened was
this. After killing Aghäsura, Kåñëa, along with His associates the cowherd boys, went for a
picnic within the forest. The calves, being allured by green grasses, gradually went far away,
and therefore Kåñëa's associates became a little agitated. Kåñëa, however, encouraged the
boys and left to search for them. Then, just to examine the potency of Kåñëa, Lord Brahmä
took away all the calves and cowherd boys and kept them in a secluded place.
When Kåñëa was unable to find the calves and boys, He could understand that this was a
trick performed by Brahmä. Then the Supreme Personality of Godhead expanded Himself to
become the calves and boys, exactly as they were before. In this way, He discovered another
pastime. After nearly a year, Baladeva observed that all the cowherd boys and calves were
expansions of Kåñëa. Thus He inquired from Kåñëa and was informed of what had happened.
When one full year had passed, Brahmä returned and saw that Kåñëa was still engaged as
usual with His friends and the calves and cows. Then Kåñëa exhibited all the calves and
cowherd boys as four-armed forms of Näräyaëa. Brahmä could then understand Kåñëa's
potency, and he was astonished by the pastimes of Kåñëa Kåñëa, however, bestowed His
causeless mercy upon Brahmä and released him from illusion.
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CANTO 10, CHAPTER 13

THE STEALING OF THE BOYS AND CALVES BY BRAHMÄ
SECTIONS
VERSES
Çukadeva Goswämi glorifying Mahäräja Parikçit’s qualities
1-3
Krishna’s proposal to His friends
4-6
Krishna eats lunch with friends in forest
7-11
Krishna goes to search calves in forest
12-14
Lord Brahmä steals boys and calves in forest
15
Krishna expands Himself to solve the problems
16-19
Krishna enters Vraja and pastimes with Vrajvasis
20-27
Lord Baladeva witnesses an amazing scene
28-39
Brahmäji returns and he is bewildered
40-45
Brahmäji witnesses Vishnu murtis
46-55
Brahmäji’s response on seeing Vishnu murtis
56-58
Brahmäji has darçana of Vrindävana
59-60
Brahmäji offers obeisances to Lord in repentance
61-64
MAHÄRÄJA PARIKÇIT’S QUESTION – VERY INTELLIGENT

1. CURIOSITY
çré-räjoväca
brahman käläntara-kåtaà
tat-kälénaà kathaà bhavet
yat kaumäre hari-kåtaà
jaguù paugaëòake 'rbhakäù
“Maharaja Pariksit inquired: O great sage, how could things done in the past have been
described as things done at the present? Lord Sri Krishna performed this pastime of killing
Aghäsura during His kaumara age. How then during His pauganda age, could the boys have
described this incident as having happened recently?” (SMB 10.12.41)
2. EAGERNESS
tad brühi me mahä-yogin
paraà kautühalaà guro
nünam etad dharer eva
mäyä bhavati nänyathä
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“O greatest yogi, my spiritual master, kindly describe why this happened. I am very much
curious to know about it. I think tat it was nothing but another illusion due to Krishna.”
(SMB 10.12.42)
Krishna’s pastimes are enacted through His potencies.
paräsya çaktir vividhaiva çrüyate
3. GRATITUDE & HUMILITY
vayaà dhanyatamä loke
guro 'pi kñatra-bandhavaù
vayaà pibämo muhus tvattaù
puëyaà kåñëa-kathämåtam
“O my lord, my spiritual master, although we are the lowest of kñatriyas, we are glorified and
benefited because we have the opportunity of always hearing from you the nectar of the
pious activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (SMB 10.12.43)
3.1 Only very fortunate persons can hear the confidential acts of Krishna.
3.2 A disciple should present himself with submissiveness and humility
Although the general quality of the kñatriya is éçvara-bhäva, the tendency to rule, a
kñatriya is not supposed to rule over a brähmaëa. Thus Mahäräja Parékñit regretted
that he had wanted to rule over the brähmaëas and had therefore been cursed. He
considered himself the lowest of the kñatriyas, remembering his act of wrapping a
dead serpent around the neck of a brähmaëa.
3.3 A student and disciple has the right to ask the guru about any confidential service,
and it is the duty of the guru to explain these confidential matters to his disciple.
ÇUKADEVA GOSWÄMI’S RESPONSE

1. TRANSCENDENTAL ECSTASY
çré-süta uväca
itthaà sma påñöaù sa tu bädaräyaëis
tat-smäritänanta-håtäkhilendriyaù
kåcchrät punar labdha-bahir-dåçiù çanaiù
pratyäha taà bhägavatottamottama
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“Süta Gosvämé said: O Çaunaka, greatest of saints and devotees, when Mahäräja Parékñit
inquired from Çukadeva Gosvämé in this way, Çukadeva Gosvämé, immediately remembering
subject matters about Kåñëa within the core of his heart, externally lost contact with the
actions of his senses. Thereafter, with great difficulty, he revived his external sensory
perception and began to speak to Mahäräja Parékñit about kåñëa-kathä.” (SMB 10.12.44)
Great souls merge in ocean of ecstasy while remembering Krishna.
ÇUKADEVA GOSWÄMI GLORIFIES MAHÄRÄJA PARIKSIT’S QUALITIES
(VERSES 1-3)

1. VERY ADVANCED
çré-çuka uväca
sädhu påñöaà mahä-bhäga
tvayä bhägavatottama
yan nütanayaséçasya
çåëvann api kathäà muhuù
“Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé said: O best of devotees, most fortunate Parékñit, you have inquired
very nicely, for although constantly hearing the pastimes of the Lord, you are perceiving His
activities to be newer and newer.” (VERSE 1)
Symptoms of advanced devotee
1. Feel ecstasy from hearing more and more.
2. Appreciate the topics as ever fresher and newer.(Nityaà nava-naväya-mänam)
Unless one is very advanced in Kåñëa consciousness, one cannot stick to hearing the
pastimes of the Lord constantly
2. ACCEPTS ESSENCE
satäm ayaà sära-bhåtäà nisargo
yad-artha-väëé-çruti-cetasäm api
prati-kñaëaà navya-vad acyutasya yat
striyä viöänäm iva sädhu värtä
“Paramahaàsas, devotees who have accepted the essence of life, are attached to Kåñëa in the
core of their hearts, and He is the aim of their lives. It is their nature to talk only of Kåñëa at
Brahma-Vimohana Lilä

6

ISKCON desire tree

Çrimad Bhägavatam, Canto 10

every moment, as if such topics were newer and newer. They are attached to such topics, just
as materialists are attached to topics of women and sex” (VERSE 2)

Attached to
Krishna with in
the core of their
h

Krishna is the aim
of their life

Paramahaàsas
(sära-bhåtäm)

Nature to talk only of Krishna at every
moment as if such topics are newer and
newer
Swans accept milk from a mixture of milk and water, similarly paramahaàsas accepts
Krishna from worldly mixtures.


Käma (desires), krodha (anger) and bhaya (fear):
1. Kämaà kåñëa-karmärpaëe: The desire of the paramahaàsas, therefore, is to
act always for Kåñëa.
2. Krodhaà bhakta-dveñi jane: They use anger against the nondevotees
3. Bhaya, or fear, into fear of being deviated from Kåñëa consciousness.



Sweet vs. poison

For paramahaàsas, Krishna is everything and for materialists women and money are
everything.

3. SUBMISSIVE
çåëuñvävahito räjann
api guhyaà vadämi te
brüyuù snigdhasya çiñyasya
guravo guhyam apy uta
“O King, kindly hear me with great attention. Although the activities of the Supreme Lord
are very confidential, no ordinary man being able to understand them, I shall speak about
them to you, for spiritual masters explain to a submissive disciple even subject matters that
are very confidential and difficult to understand.” (VERSE 3)
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KRISHNA’S PROPOSAL TO FRIENDS (VERSES 4-6)

“Then, after saving the boys and calves from the mouth of Aghäsura, who was death
personified, Lord Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, brought them all to the bank
of the river and spoke the following words.” (VERSE 4)
1. BEAUTY OF VRAJA
aho 'tiramyaà pulinaà vayasyäù
sva-keli-sampan måduläccha-bälukam
sphuöat-saro-gandha-håtäli-patrikadhvani-pratidhväna-lasad-drumäkulam
“My dear friends, just see how this riverbank is extremely beautiful because of its pleasing
atmosphere. And just see how the blooming lotuses are attracting bees and birds by their
aroma. The humming and chirping of the bees and birds is echoing throughout the beautiful
trees in the forest. Also, here the sands are clean and soft. Therefore, this must be considered
the best place for our sporting and pastimes.” (VERSE 5)
Vrindavana forest has a transcendental ambience where Krishna Balarama temple is
Everyone who visits this temple is pleased to hear the chirping of the birds as
dscribed here (küjat-kokila-haàsa-särasa).
2. LUNCH PROPOSAL
“I think we should take our lunch here, since we are already hungry because the time is very
late. Here the calves may drink water and go slowly here and there and eat the grass.”
(VERSE 6)
KRISHNA EATS LUNCH WITH HIS FRIENDS (VERSES 7-11)

Accepting Lord Kåñëa's proposal, the cowherd boys
1. Allowed the calves to drink water from the river
2. Tied them to trees where there was green, tender grass.
3. Then the boys opened their baskets of food and began eating with Kåñëa in great
transcendental pleasure. (VERSE 7)
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LORD KRISHNA EATING WITH COWHERD BOYS
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kåñëasya viñvak puru-räji-maëòalair
abhyänanäù phulla-dåço vrajärbhakäù
sahopaviñöä vipine virejuç
chadä yathämbhoruha-karëikäyäù

“Like the whorl of a lotus flower surrounded by its petals and leaves, Kåñëa sat in the center,
encircled by lines of His friends, who all looked very beautiful. Every one of them was trying
to look forward toward Kåñëa, thinking that Kåñëa might look toward him. In this way they
all enjoyed their lunch in the forest.” (VERSE 8)
ISKCON is an attempt to keep Kåñëa in the center, for if this is done all activities will
automatically become beautiful and blissful.
“Among the cowherd boys, some placed their lunch on flowers, some on leaves, fruits, or
bunches of leaves, some actually in their baskets, some on the bark of trees and some on
rocks. This is what the children imagined to be their plates as they ate their lunch.” (VERSE
9)
“All the cowherd boys enjoyed their lunch with Kåñëa, showing one another the different
tastes of the different varieties of preparations they had brought from home. Tasting one
another's preparations, they began to laugh and make one another laugh.” (VERSE 10)
bibhrad veëuà jaöhara-paöayoù çåìga-vetre ca kakñe
väme päëau masåëa-kavalaà tat-phaläny aìguléñu
tiñöhan madhye sva-parisuhådo häsayan narmabhiù svaiù
svarge loke miñati bubhuje yajïa-bhug bäla-keliù
“Kåñëa is yajïa-bhuk—that is, He eats only offerings of yajïa—but to exhibit His childhood
pastimes, He now sat with His flute tucked between His waist and His tight cloth on His right
side and with His horn bugle and cow-driving stick on His left. Holding in His hand a very
nice preparation of yogurt and rice, with pieces of suitable fruit between His fingers, He sat
like the whorl of a lotus flower, looking forward toward all His friends, personally joking
with them and creating jubilant laughter among them as He ate. At that time, the denizens of
heaven were watching, struck with wonder at how the Personality of Godhead, who eats only
in yajïa, was now eating with His friends in the forest.” (VERSE 11)
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Yajïa-bhuk as bhuk: Inhabitants of the higher planets were astonished at how the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who eats only when yajïa is offered, was now
eating like an ordinary child with His friends in the forest.
KRISHNA GOES OUT TO SEARCH FOR CALVES (VERSES 12-14)

1. OBSERVES
“O Mahäräja Parékñit, while the cowherd boys, who knew nothing within the core of their
hearts but Kåñëa, were thus engaged in eating their lunch in the forest, the calves went far
away, deep into the forest, being allured by green grass. (VERSE 12)
2. CONSOLES
tän dåñövä bhaya-santrastän
üce kåñëo 'sya bhé-bhayam
miträëy äçän mä viramatehäneñye vatsakän aham
When Kåñëa saw that His friends the cowherd boys were frightened, He, the fierce controller
even of fear itself, said, just to mitigate their fear, "My dear friends, do not stop eating. I shall
bring your calves back to this spot by personally going after them Myself." (VERSE 13)
In the presence of Kåñëa's friendship, a devotee cannot have any fear.
bhayaà dvitéyäbhiniveçataù syäd
éçäd apetasya viparyayo 'småtiù
tan-mäyayäto budha äbhajet taà
bhaktyaikayeçaà guru-devatätmä
“Fear arises when a living entity misidentifies himself as the material body because of
absorption in the external, illusory energy of the Lord. When the living entity thus turns
away from the Supreme Lord, he also forgets his own constitutional position as a servant of
the Lord. This bewildering, fearful condition is effected by the potency for illusion, called
mäyä. Therefore, an intelligent person should engage unflinchingly in the unalloyed
devotional service of the Lord, under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, whom he
should accept as his worshipable deity and as his very life and soul.” (SB 11.2.37)
samäçritä ye pada-pallava-plavaà
Brahma-Vimohana Lilä

11

ISKCON desire tree

Çrimad Bhägavatam, Canto 10
mahat-padaà puëya-yaço muräreù
bhavämbudhir vatsa-padaà paraà padaà
padaà padaà yad vipadäà na teñäm

“For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is the shelter of the
cosmic manifestation and is famous as Muräri, the enemy of the Mura demon, the ocean of
the material world is like the water contained in a calf's hoof-print. Their goal is paraà
padam, Vaikuëöha, the place where there are no material miseries, not the place where there
is danger at every step.” (SMB 10.14.58)
3. SERVES
ity uktvädri-daré-kuïjagahvareñv ätma-vatsakän
vicinvan bhagavän kåñëaù
sapäëi-kavalo yayau
"Let Me go and search for the calves," Kåñëa said. "Don't disturb your enjoyment." Then,
carrying His yogurt and rice in His hand, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa,
immediately went out to search for the calves of His friends. To please His friends, He began
searching in all the mountains, mountain caves, bushes and narrow passages.” (VERSE 13)
Krishna takes care of His friends (devotees) personally and He takes care of the world
through His energies.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead has nothing to do personally (na tasya käryaà
karaëaà ca vidyate) because He is doing everything through His energies and
potencies

(paräsya

çaktir

vividhaiva

çrüyate)

(Çvetäçvatara

Upaniñad

6.8).

Nonetheless, He took personal care to find the calves of His friends. This was Kåñëa's
causeless mercy.
LORD BRAHMÄ STEALS BOYS AND CALVES (VERSE 15)

ambhojanma-janis tad-antara-gato mäyärbhakasyeçitur
drañöuà maïju mahitvam anyad api tad-vatsän ito vatsapän
nétvänyatra kurüdvahäntaradadhät khe 'vasthito yaù purä
dåñöväghäsura-mokñaëaà prabhavataù präptaù paraà vismayam
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“O Mahäräja Parékñit, Brahmä, who resides in the higher planetary system in the sky, had
observed the activities of the most powerful Kåñëa in killing and delivering Aghäsura, and he
was astonished. Now that same Brahmä wanted to show some of his own power and see the
power of Kåñëa, who was engaged in His childhood pastimes, playing as if with ordinary
cowherd boys. Therefore, in Kåñëa's absence, Brahmä took all the boys and calves to another
place. Thus he became entangled, for in the very near future he would see how powerful
Kåñëa was.” (VERSE 15)
Ambhojanma-janis: Anyone born through the material energy must be subject to the
four material deficiencies
1. When Aghäsura was being killed by Kåñëa, who was accompanied by His associates,
Brahmä was astonished, but when he saw that Kåñëa was very much enjoying His
pastimes of lunch, he was even more astonished and wanted to test whether Kåñëa
was actually there
2. A lotus is also material
Krishna’s potency is transcendental, defeats Brahma’s maya.
1. Cowherd boys were but expansions of Kåñëa's personal self
änanda-cinmaya-rasa-pratibhävitäbhiù
2. Kåñëa has a transcendental potency called hlädiné çakti. He does not enjoy anything
that is a product of the material energy
Hlädiné çaktir asmät
Brahmä could show some extraordinary opulence to the mäyä boys, not to Kåñëa's
associates
mäyä Sétä vs. mäyärbhakäù
Anyone materially born is subject to bewilderment.
1. Mäyärbhakasya éçituù. This bewilderment, this mäyä, was caused by the supreme
controller, prabhavataù—the all-potent Supreme person, Kåñëa—and we shall see the
result.
2. Mohitaà näbhijänäti mäm ebhyaù param avyayam (Bg. 7.13). Materially born persons
cannot fully understand Kåñëa.
3. Even the demigods cannot understand Him (muhyanti yat sürayaù).
4. Everyone, from Brahmä down to the small insect, must take lessons from Kåñëa.
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LORD BRAHMÄ STEALS BOYS AND CALVES (VERSES 16-19)
1. IGNORANCE
“Thereafter, when Kåñëa was unable to find the calves, He returned to the bank of the river,
but there He was also unable to see the cowherd boys. Thus He began to search for both the
calves and the boys, as if He could not understand what had happened.” (VERSE 16)
2. KNOWLEDGE
“When Kåñëa was unable to find the calves and their caretakers, the cowherd boys, anywhere
in the forest, He could suddenly understand that this was the work of Lord Brahmä.” (VERSE
17)
3. EXPANSION
“Thereafter, just to create pleasure both for Brahmä and for the mothers of the calves and
cowherd boys, Kåñëa, the creator of the entire cosmic manifestation, expanded Himself as
calves and boys.” (VERSE 18)
Krishna proves the Vedic aphorism ekaà bahu syäm
4. CONCLUSION
yävad vatsapa-vatsakälpaka-vapur yävat karäìghry-ädikaà
yävad yañöi-viñäëa-veëu-dala-çig yävad vibhüñämbaram
yävac chéla-guëäbhidhäkåti-vayo yävad vihärädikaà
sarvaà viñëumayaà giro 'ìga-vad ajaù sarva-svarüpo babhau
“By His Väsudeva feature, Kåñëa simultaneously expanded Himself into the exact number of
missing cowherd boys and calves, with their exact bodily features, their particular types of
hands, legs and other limbs, their sticks, bugles and flutes, their lunch bags, their particular
types of dress and ornaments placed in various ways, their names, ages and forms, and their
special activities and characteristics. By expanding Himself in this way, beautiful Kåñëa
proved the statement samagra-jagad viñëumayam: "Lord Viñëu is all-pervading." (VERSE 19)
Krishna proves Acintya-bhedäbheda-tattva
advaitam acyutam anädim ananta-rüpam
ädyaà puräëa-puruñaà nava-yauvanaà ca
vedeñu durlabham adurlabham ätma-bhaktau
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govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi

“I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is inaccessible to the Vedas, but obtainable
by pure unalloyed devotion of the soul, who is without a second, who is not subject to
decay, is without a beginning, whose form is endless, who is the beginning, and the
eternal puruña; yet He is a person possessing the beauty of blooming youth.” (BS 5.33)
Although ananta-rüpam, not fall down from original form of Krishna (acyuta)
Kåñëa proved that He is everything, that He can become everything, (Sarvaà
viñëumayaà jagat, Sarvaà khalv idaà brahma.) but that still He is personally different
from everything (mat-sthäni sarva-bhütäni na cähaà teñv avasthitaù)
1. Kåñëa is always complete, and although He can create millions of universes, all of
them full in all opulences, He remains as opulent as ever, without any change
(advaitam).
2. This is explained by different Vaiñëava äcäryas through philosophies such as
viçuddhädvaita, viçiñöädvaita and dvaitädvaita.
KRISHNA

ENTERS

VRINDÄVANA

AND

PERFORMS

PASTIMES

WITH

VRAJVÄSIS (VERSES 20-27)

1. KRISHNA EXPANDING HIMSELF (VERSES 20-21)

Cowsheds
calves
Krishna expands
Himself

+

Appear
as their
leader

Enters
Vraja

boys

Homes

2. KRISHNA PERFORMING PASTIME WITH VRAJGOPIS (VERSES 22-23)
Kåñëa personally took the role of their sons and fulfilled their desire.
While thus bewildering Brahmä, He enjoyed the special transcendental pleasure
created by yogamäyä between all the other mothers and Himself.
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Hear sounds of
flute and bugles

Feed with breast
milk

Rose from
household

Lifted boys on
their lap

Embraced them
with both arms

Special pleasure in feeding Krishna. Krishna
drank the milk as if it were a nectarean beverage

Massing with oil
Bathing them
Smearing
Sandalwood pulp
Krishna returned in
the evening and
entered each
cowherd boy’s home

Mothers took
care of the boys

Decorating with
ornaments
Chanting
protective mantras

Decorating with
tilaka
Giving them
food
3. KRISHNA PERFORMING PASTIME WITH COWS (VERSE 24)
Mooing loudly

Cows and
calves

Licking calves
again and again
Feeding them
with milk
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4. GOPI-VIMOHANA (VERSES 25-27)
Their affection for Krishna
exceeded that for their own sons
GopiVimohana

No limit to the increment of
their affection for their sons
For 1 year, Krishna maintained
Himself by Himself – continued
pastimes in Vrindavana and forest

LORD BALARÄMA WITNESSES AN AMAZING SCENE (VERSES 28-39)
1. BALARÄMA AMAZED (VERSES 28-35)
Krishna entered into the
forest with Balaräma just
5-6 nights before the
completion of year

Cows atop
Govardhana looked
down to find green
grass

Saw calves pasturing
near Vrindavana

Forgot themselves + caretakers due
to increased affection

Balaräma got
surprised and
could not ascertain

Although path was rough, they ran
towards calves forcefully as if one
pair of legs, to feed them,

Cows were more intimate to older
calves then younger ones.
Gradually ceased embracing and
returned to forest. As they remembered
sons, tears roll down from their eyes.

Overwhelmed by
affection, anger
disappeared.
Lifted, embraced
sons and smelled
their heads

Cowherd man angry
and ashamed being
unable to check cows,
crossed rough road,
came down and saw
their sons

Milk bags full and flowing with
milk, heads and tails raised, humps
moving with their necks

Increased affection for older calves,
allowed them to drink milk and
licking calves in anxiety as if
wanting to swallow them
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LORD BALARÄMA WITNESSES AN AMAZING SCENE
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2. BALARÄMA COMING TO CONCLUSION (VERSES 36-39)

Who is this mystic
power, and from
where she came?
She must be the
illusory energy of
My Lord Kåñëa

What is this wonderful
phenomenon? The
affection of everyone
including Me for these
calves and boys has
increased as never before!
Lord Balaräma
began to
consider

Krishna explained and
Balaräma understood
everything

Although spirit and matter ultimately come from the same one source, they cannot be
made one.
1. Spirit and matter cannot be made one, for actually they are superior and inferior
energies
Analogy There are many things that come from our bodies, but although they come from
the same source, they cannot be made one.
2. Difference between Mäyäväda and Vaiñëava philosophies
3. çakti-çaktimatayor abhedaù: Because the potency is nondifferent from the potent, the
potency and the potent are one
4. cid-acit-samanvayaù: spirit and matter are one. This is a wrong conception.
BRAHMÄJI RETURNS AND HE IS BEWILDERED (VERSES 40-45)

“When Lord Brahmä returned after a moment of time had passed (according to his own
measurement), he saw that although by human measurement a complete year had passed,
Lord Kåñëa, after all that time, was engaged just as before in playing with the boys and
calves, who were His expansions.” (VERSE 40)
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A moment of Lord Brahma is equal to 1 year on earth. Ex, satellite
When one plays with fire, one is in anxiety. Therefore Brahma returned quickly.
Balaräma was absent since mother had kept Him back on His appearance day
“Lord Brahmä thought: Whatever boys and calves there were in Gokula, I have kept them
sleeping on the bed of my mystic potency, and to this very day they have not yet risen again.
A similar number of boys and calves have been playing with Kåñëa for one whole year, yet
they are different from the ones illusioned by my mystic potency. Who are they? Where did
they come from?” (VERSES 41-42)
evam eteñu bhedeñu
ciraà dhyätvä sa ätma-bhüù
satyäù ke katare neti
jïätuà neñöe kathaïcana
“Thus Lord Brahmä, thinking and thinking for a long time, tried to distinguish between
those two sets of boys, who were each separately existing. He tried to understand who was
real and who was not real, but he couldn't understand at all.” (VERSE 43)
1. Has Krishna created these sets of boys and calves?
2. Or, He transfers them?
1. BRAHMA-VIMOHANA LEELÄ
evaà sammohayan viñëuà
vimohaà viçva-mohanam
svayaiva mäyayäjo 'pi
svayam eva vimohitaù
“Thus because Lord Brahmä wanted to mystify the all-pervading Lord Kåñëa, who can never
be mystified, but who, on the contrary, mystifies the entire universe, he himself was put into
bewilderment by his own mystic power.” (VERSE 44)
1.1 We should not try to overcome Kåñëa. Rather, instead of endeavoring to surpass Him, we
should surrender to Him
Brahmä himself was mystified
If Lord Brahma was mystified what to speak of scientists and philosophers.
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1.2 We should give up all our tiny efforts to defy the arrangement of Kåñëa.
We should give up all our tiny efforts to defy the arrangement of Kåñëa. Instead,
whatever arrangements He proposes, we should accept. This will make us happy. The
more we try to defeat the arrangement of Kåñëa, the more we become implicated in
Kåñëa's mäyä (daivé hy eñä guëa-mayé mama mäyä duratyayä)
Analogy1 The power of Kåñëa is just like a government that cannot be overcome. First of
all there are laws, and then there is police power, and beyond that is military power.
Therefore, what is the use of trying to overcome the power of the government?
1.3 Kåñëa cannot be defeated by any kind of mystic power.
If one gets even a little power of scientific knowledge, one tries to defy God, but
actually no one is able to bewilder Kåñëa. When Brahmä, the chief person within the
universe, tried to bewilder Kåñëa, he himself was bewildered and astonished.
Viñëum: Viñëu pervades the entire material world, whereas Brahmä merely occupies one
subordinate post.
Näthäù: Plural because there are innumerable universes and innumerable brahmäs.
Analogy 2 Brahmä in Dvärakä - a mosquito in the midst of many elephants.
2. WARNING
tamyäà tamovan naihäraà
khadyotärcir ivähani
mahatétara-mäyaiçyaà
nihanty ätmani yuïjataù
“ As the darkness of snow on a dark night and the light of a glowworm in the light of day
have no value, the mystic power of an inferior person who tries to use it against a person of
great power is unable to accomplish anything; instead, the power of that inferior person is
diminished.” (VERSE 45)
When one wants to supersede a superior power, one's own inferior power becomes
ludicrous. One should not try to exhibit one's insignificant opulence before a greater
power.
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Analogy Darkness of snow on a dark night and the light of glowworm in the day have no
value. Similarly, Brahmä's mystic power became worthless in the presence of Kåñëa, for
greater mystic power condemns inferior mystic power.
LORD BRAHMÄ WITNESSES VIÇNU-MURTIS (VERSES 46-55)

1. DESCRIPTION OF VIÇNU-MURTIS (VERSES 46-49)

Bluish
complexion

Calves
and boys

4 arms, holding conchshell, disc, mace and lotus flower
Helmets, earrings & garlands. Çrévatsa, armlets, Kaustubha
gem, bracelets on Their wrists, bangles on Their ankles,
ornaments on Their feet, and sacred belts around Their
waists, fresh, tender garlands of tulasé leaves
Wearing yellow
garments

Viñëu Himself is included within Kåñëa. Consequently for Kåñëa to demonstrate so many
Viñëu forms was actually not very astonishing.
catur-bhujäù çaìkha-cakragadä-räjéva-päëayaù
kiréöinaù kuëòalino
häriëo vana-mälinaù
“All those personalities had four arms, holding conchshell, disc, mace and lotus flower in
Their hands. They wore helmets on Their heads, earrings on Their ears and garlands of
forest flowers around Their necks.”
All The calves and the boys were direct expansions of Krishna
çrévatsäìgada-do-ratnakambu-kaìkaëa-päëayaù
“On the upper portion of the right side of Their chests was the emblem of the goddess of
fortune. Furthermore, They wore armlets on Their arms, the Kaustubha gem around
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Their necks, which were marked with three lines like a conchshell, and bracelets on
Their wrists.”
Difference between Lord Viñëu and devotees who have attained särüpya-mukti

äìghri-mastakam äpürëäs
tulasé-nava-dämabhiù
komalaiù sarva-gätreñu
bhüri-puëyavad-arpitaiù
“Every part of Their bodies, from Their feet to the top of Their heads, was fully decorated
with fresh, tender garlands of tulasé leaves offered by devotees engaged in worshiping the
Lord by the greatest pious activities, namely hearing and chanting” (VERSE 49)
Bhakti, devotional service, is the engagement of those who have performed highly
developed pious activities
itthaà satäà brahma-sukhänubhütyä
däsyaà gatänäà para-daivatena
mäyäçritänäà nara-därakeëa
säkaà vijahruù kåta-puëya-puïjäù
"Those who are engaged in self-realization, appreciating the Brahman effulgence of the
Lord, and those engaged in devotional service, accepting the Supreme Personality of
Godhead as master, as well as those who are under the clutches of mäyä, thinking the
Lord an ordinary person, cannot understand that certain exalted personalities—after
accumulating volumes of pious activities—are now playing with the Lord in friendship as
cowherd boys." (SMB 10.12.11)
In our Kåñëa-Balaräma Temple in Våndävana, there is a tamäla tree. Before there was a
temple the tree was lying neglected, but now it has developed very luxuriantly,
covering the whole corner of the courtyard. This is a sign of bhüri-puëya.
2. GLANCE AND SMILE OF THE LORD (VERSE 50)
candrikä-viçada-smeraiù
säruëäpäìga-vékñitaiù
svakärthänäm iva rajaùsattväbhyäà srañöå-pälakäù
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“Those Viñëu forms, by Their pure smiling, which resembled the increasing light of the
moon, and by the sidelong glances of Their reddish eyes, created and protected the desires of
Their own devotees, as if by the modes of passion and goodness.”
Viñëu forms blessed the devotees with Their clear glances and smiles, which resembled
the increasingly full light of the moon.
As maintainers, They glanced upon Their devotees, embracing them and protecting them
by smiling.
Their smiles resembled the mode of goodness, protecting all the desires of the devotees.
The glancing of Their eyes resembled the mode of passion. Actually, in this verse the
word rajaù means not "passion" but "affection."
In the material world, affection is contaminated by rajo-guëa and tamo-guëa, but in the
çuddha-sattva the affection that maintains the devotees is transcendental.
Svakärthänäm (eagerness to serve Kåñëa): A pure devotee has no desires. Thus the Lord's
sidelong glances create variegated desires in relation to Kåñëa and devotional service.
In the material world, desire is a product of rajo-guëa and tamo-guëa, but desire in the
spiritual world gives rise to a variety of everlasting transcendental service.
In Våndävana there is a place where there was no temple, but a devotee desired, "Let
there be a temple and sevä, devotional service." Therefore, what was once an empty
corner has now become a place of pilgrimage. Such are the desires of a devotee.
3. ALL LIVING ENTITIES WORSHIPPING KRISHNA (VERSE 51)
ätmädi-stamba-paryantair
mürtimadbhiç caräcaraiù
nåtya-gétädy-anekärhaiù
påthak påthag upäsitäù
“All beings, both moving and nonmoving, from the four-headed Lord Brahmä down to the
most insignificant living entity, had taken forms and were differently worshiping those
viñëu-mürtis, according to their respective capacities, with various means of worship, such as
dancing and singing.”
Every jiva is serving according to his ability and karma – No one who is not serving.
Denial of the service of the Lord is mäyä.
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ekale éçvara kåñëa, ära saba bhåtya
yäre yaiche näcäya, se taiche kare nåtya

"Only Kåñëa is the supreme master, and all others are His servants. As Kåñëa desires,
everyone dances according to His tune.' (Cc. Ädi 5.142)
One receives a form according to the way one worships the Lord.
Body one receives is guided by the demigods. (prakåteù kriyamäëäni (BG 3.27))
According to the laws of nature one is controlled by the demigods.
All living entities are serving Kåñëa in different ways, but when they are Kåñëa conscious,
their service is fully manifest.
Analogy: As a flower in the bud gradually fructifies and yields its desired aroma and
beauty, so when a living entity comes to the platform of Kåñëa consciousness, the beauty
of his real form comes into full blossom. That is the ultimate beauty and the ultimate
fulfillment of desire.
4. ALL OPULENCES, MYSTIC POTENCIES & ELEMENTS WORSHIPPING KRISHNA
(VERSE 52)
“All the viñëu-mürtis were surrounded by the opulences, headed by aëimä-siddhi; by the
mystic potencies, headed by Ajä; and by the twenty-four elements for the creation of the
material world, headed by the mahat-tattva.”
5. CAUSES FOR MATERIAL BONDAGE WORSHIPPING KRISHNA (VERSE 53)
käla-svabhäva-saàskärakäma-karma-guëädibhiù
sva-mahi-dhvasta-mahibhir
mürtimadbhir upäsitäù
“Then Lord Brahmä saw that käla (the time factor), svabhäva (one's own nature by
association), saàskära (reformation), käma (desire), karma (fruitive activity) and the guëas
(the three modes of material nature), their own independence being completely subordinate
to the potency of the Lord, had all taken forms and were also worshiping those viñëumürtis.”
No one is independent, for everything is part and parcel of Kåñëa and is acting and
moving by the supreme desire of Kåñëa.
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This understanding, this consciousness, is Kåñëa consciousness.
ekale éçvara kåñëa, ära saba bhåtya
yäre yaiche näcäya, se taiche kare nåtya
"Only Kåñëa is the supreme master, and all others are His servants. As Kåñëa desires,
everyone dances according to His tune.' (Cc. Ädi 5.142)
By hearing and discussing Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the rajo-guëa and tamo-guëa are
subdued, so that only sattva-guëa remains. Then rajo-guëa and tamo-guëa cannot do us
any harm.
1. Svabhäva, or one's own nature, is formed according to the association of the material
qualities.
2. We should gradually come to the sattva-guëa and this can be done if we regularly
discuss Çrémad-Bhägavatam and hear about Kåñëa's activities.
One should be brought to sattva-guëa by the establishment of varëäçrama-dharma and
should develop the brahminical qualifications of being very neat and clean, rising early in
the morning and seeing maìgala-ärätrika, and so on
Opportunity for purification is special feature of human life.
1. By engagement in the service of Väsudeva, one very quickly renounces material life.
2. Example, members of Krishna Consciousness movement
Käla-svabhäva-saàskära-käma-karma-guëä: All these items cause material entanglement.
1. Käla, or the time factor, agitates the modes of material nature, and svabhäva is the
result of association with these modes.
2. If one associates with bhaktas, then one's svabhäva, or nature, will change.
Saàskära, or reformation: Possible by good association -> develops good habits -> habit
becomes second nature -> Thus bhakta-sane väsa: let people have the chance to live with
bhaktas -> Else hari hari viphale janama goìäinu:
käma and karma—desires and activities -> Käraëaà guëa-saìgo 'sya sad-asad-yoni
janmasu: As per the association of different natures, one receives a particular type of
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body-> Thus bhakta-sane väsa: Associate with devotees -> Able to cultivate knowledge,
hence one's character will change
6. LORD IS UNDERSTOOD ONLY BY DEVOTION (VERSE 54)
satya-jïänänantänandamätraika-rasa-mürtayaù
aspåñöa-bhüri-mähätmyä
api hy upaniñad-dåçäm
“The viñëu-mürtis all had eternal, unlimited forms, full of knowledge and bliss and existing
beyond the influence of time. Their great glory was not even to be touched by the jïänés
engaged in studying the Upaniñads.”
Only one who is favored or shown mercy by the Lord can understand Him.
näyam ätmä pravacanena labhyo
na medhasä na bahunä çrutena
yam evaiña våëute tena labhyas
tasyaiña ätmä vivåëute tanuà sväm
"The Supreme Lord is not obtained by expert explanations, by vast intelligence, or even
by much hearing. He is obtained only by one whom He Himself chooses. To such a
person, He manifests His own form."( Muëòaka Upaniñad 3.2.3)
1. Mere çästra jïäna, or knowledge in the Vedas, does not help anyone understand the
Personality of Godhead.
2. Brahman and Paramätmä can actually he understood only through devotion
(bhaktyäham ekayä grähyaù (SMB 11.14.21))
Although Kåñëa cannot be seen through the Upaniñads, in some places it is said
Aupaniñadaà puruñam: "He is known by the Upaniñads." How is that?
1. This means that when one is purified by Vedic knowledge, one is then allowed to
enter into devotional understanding
brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä
na çocati na käìkñati
samaù sarveñu bhüteñu
mad-bhaktià labhate param
Brahma-Vimohana Lilä

27

ISKCON desire tree

Çrimad Bhägavatam, Canto 10

“One who is thus transcendentally situated at once realizes the Supreme Brahman and
becomes fully joyful. He never laments or desires to have anything. He is equally
disposed toward every living entity. In that state he attains pure devotional service unto
Me” (BG 18.54)
tac chraddadhänä munayo
jïäna-vairagya-yuktayä
paçyanty ätmani cätmänaà
bhaktyä çruta-gåhétayä
"The seriously inquisitive student or sage, well equipped with knowledge and
detachment, realizes that Absolute Truth by rendering devotional service in terms of what
he has heard from the Vedänta-çruti." (SMB 1.2.12)
Viñëu-mürtis, or Viñëu forms, were not displays of viñëu-mäyä, or Viñëu energy, but
were Viñëu Himself.
Ananlogy1 Heat, fire and warmth
Analogy 2 Reflection of sun in water pot
Discuss Çrémad-Bhägavatam daily as much as possible, and then everything will be
clarified. The more we read Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the more its knowledge becomes clear.
Each and every verse is transcendental.
VERSE 55
“Thus Lord Brahmä saw the Supreme Brahman, by whose energy this entire universe, with its
moving and nonmoving living beings, is manifested. He also saw at the same time all the
calves and boys as the Lord's expansions.”
Lord Brahmä was able to see how Kåñëa maintains the entire universe in different ways.
LORD BRAHMÄ’S RESPONSE ON SEEING VIÇNU-MURTIS (VERSES 56-58)
1. LORD BRAHMÄ GOT STUNNED (VERSE 56)
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“Then, by the power of the effulgence of those viñëu-mürtis, Lord Brahmä, his eleven senses
jolted by astonishment and stunned by transcendental bliss, became silent, just like a child's
clay doll in the presence of the village deity.”
2. LORD KRISHNA REMOVED THE CURTAIN OF YOGA-MÄYÄ (VERSE 57)
itéreçe 'tarkye nija-mahimani sva-pramitike
paraträjäto 'tan-nirasana-mukha-brahmaka-mitau
anéçe 'pi drañöuà kim idam iti vä muhyati sati
cacchädäjo jïätvä sapadi paramo 'jä-javanikäm
“The Supreme Brahman is beyond mental speculation, He is self-manifest, existing in His
own bliss, and He is beyond the material energy. He is known by the crest jewels of the
Vedas by refutation of irrelevant knowledge. Thus in relation to that Supreme Brahman, the
Personality of Godhead, whose glory had been shown by the manifestation of all the fourarmed forms of Viñëu, Lord Brahmä, the lord of Sarasvaté, was mystified. "What is this?" he
thought, and then he was not even able to see. Lord Kåñëa, understanding Brahmä's position,
then at once removed the curtain of His yogamäyä.”
2.1 Ajä refers to yogamäyä and not mahämäyä
Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura – It was yogamäyä, the potency by which Kåñëa
is sometimes manifest and sometimes not manifest. Mahämäyä is the potency which
covers the actual reality and displays something unreal.
2.2 Kåñëa's energy—His mäyä-çakti, or svarüpa-çakti—is one, but it is manifested in
varieties.
paräsya çaktir vividhaiva çrüyate
sväbhäviké jïäna-bala-kriyä ca
Kåñëa's power is variegated, and thus the same çakti, or potency, works in variegated
ways. (Cc. Madhya 13.65, purport)
Yogamäyä, mahämäyä, saàvit, sandhiné and ählädiné potencies are among the varied
individual parts of the same one potency and are working in their own ways.
Analogy1 1 tree having varieties of leaves, fruits and flowers
Analogy2 Machine made up of iron, having different elements
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2.3 Everyone wants to take pleasure in his own knowledge, thinking, "I know something."
But in the presence of Kåñëa this conception cannot stand, for one cannot bring Kåñëa
within the limitations of prakåti. One must submit. Na täàs tarkeëa yojayet
1. Brahmä wanted to understand Kåñëa's mystic power by his own limited, conceivable
power, and therefore he himself was mystified
2. Krishna’s opulence is atarkya, or inconceivable.
3. The words of çästra should be taken as they are, no change, Acintyäù khalu ye bhävä
na täàs tarkeëa yojayet: "That which is acintya cannot be ascertained by argument."
4. Thus one must accept the paramparä system (avaroha-panthä and not äroha-panthä)
3. VERSE 58
“Lord Brahmä's external consciousness then revived, and he stood up, just like a dead
man coming back to life. Opening his eyes with great difficulty, he saw the universe,
along with himself.”
BRAHMÄJI HAD DARÇANA OF VRINDÄVANA (VERSES 59-60)

sapady eväbhitaù paçyan
diço 'paçyat puraù-sthitam
våndävanaà janäjévyadrumäkérëaà samä-priyam
“Then, looking in all directions, Lord Brahmä immediately saw Våndävana before him, filled
with trees, which were the means of livelihood for the inhabitants and which were equally
pleasing in all seasons.” (VERSE 59)
yatra naisarga-durvairäù
sahäsan nå-mågädayaù
miträëéväjitäväsadruta-ruö-tarñakädikam
“Våndävana is the transcendental abode of the Lord, where there is no hunger, anger or
thirst. Though naturally inimical, both human beings and fierce animals live there together
in transcendental friendship.” (VERSE 60)
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1. Envy develops because of sense gratification, but in Våndävana there is no sense
gratification, for the only aim is Kåñëa's satisfaction.
The sädhus keep cows and supply milk to the tigers, saying, "Come here and take a
little milk."
We are horrified to hear the name of vana, the forest, but in Våndävana there is no
such horror.
Everyone there is happy by pleasing Kåñëa. Kåñëotkértana-gäna-nartana-parau. The
calf is happy, the cat is happy, the dog is happy, the man is happy—everyone.
Everyone wants to serve Kåñëa in a different capacity, and thus there is no envy.
Example, one may say that the monkeys in Våndävana are envious as they cause
mischief and steal food, but in Våndävana we find that the monkeys are allowed to
take butter, which Kåñëa Himself distributes. Kåñëa personally demonstrates that
everyone has the right to live.
Why should I live and you die? No. That is material life. The inhabitants of
Våndävana think, "Whatever is given by Kåñëa, let us divide it as prasäda and eat."
2. Without Kåñëa consciousness, happiness is impossible; one may struggle, but one cannot
have happiness.
In the material world one may collect funds all over the world in order to distribute
food freely, yet those to whom the food is given may not even feel appreciative.
An article in Durban, South Africa, the Durban Post reported, "All the devotees here
are very active in the service of Lord Kåñëa, and the results are obvious to see:
happiness, good health, peace of mind, and the development of all good qualities."
BRAHMÄJI OFFER OBEISANCES IN REPENTANCE (VERSES 61-64)

1. KRISHNA IS AGÄDHA-BODHAM, FULL OF UNLIMITED KNOWLEDGE (VERSE 61)
Analogy: Kåñëa's intelligence resembles the ocean, for one cannot imagine how vast it is.
The best course, therefore, is to surrender to Kåñëa. Don't try to measure Kåñëa.
2. KRISHNA IS ADVAYAM - ONE WITHOUT A SECOND (VERSE 61)
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Because Brahmä was overcast by Kåñëa's mäyä, he was thinking himself the Supreme.
In the material world, everyone thinks, "I am the best man in this world. I know
everything." One thinks, "Why should I read Bhagavad-gétä? I know everything. I
have my own interpretation."
3. LORD BRAHMÄ’S REALIZATION (VERSE 61)
In the beginning he was proud of being Brahmä, the lord of the universe, but now he
understood, "Here is the Lord of the universe. I am simply an insignificant agent.
Govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi
4. LORD BRAHMÄ GIVING DANDVATS (VERSE 62)
dåñövä tvareëa nija-dhoraëato 'vatérya
påthvyäà vapuù kanaka-daëòam iväbhipätya
spåñövä catur-mukuöa-koöibhir aìghri-yugmaà
natvä mud-açru-sujalair akåtäbhiñekam
“After seeing this, Lord Brahmä hastily got down from his swan carrier, fell down like a
golden rod and touched the lotus feet of Lord Kåñëa with the tips of the four crowns on his
heads. Offering his obeisances, he bathed the feet of Kåñëa with the water of his tears of joy.”
Lord Brahmä's complexion is golden, he appeared to be like a golden stick lying down
before Lord Kåñëa. When one falls down before a superior just like a stick, one's
offering of obeisances is called daëòavat.
Usually, the demigods never touch the ground, but Lord Brahmä, voluntarily giving
up his prestige as a demigod, bowed down on the ground before Kåñëa.
Although Brahmä has one head in each direction, he voluntarily brought all his heads
to the ground and touched Kåñëa's feet with the tips of his four helmets.
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LORD BRAHMÄ PRAYING TO LORD KRISHNA
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Although his intelligence works in every direction, he surrendered everything before
the boy Kåñëa.
As soon as bhakti is present, everything is purified.
Brahmä washed the feet of Kåñëa with his tears, and here the word sujalaiù indicates
that his tears were purified.
Therefore Brahmä's crying was a form of bhakty-anubhäva, a transformation of
transcendental ecstatic love.
5. REPEATED DANDVATS (VERSE 63)
utthäyotthäya kåñëasya
cirasya pädayoù patan
äste mahitvaà präg-dåñöaà
småtvä småtvä punaù punaù
“Rising and falling again and again at the lotus feet of Lord Kåñëa for a long time, Lord
Brahmä remembered over and over the Lord's greatness he had just seen.”
6. LORD BRAHMÄ PRAYS (VERSE 64)
çanair athotthäya vimåjya locane
mukundam udvékñya vinamra-kandharaù
kåtäïjaliù praçrayavän samähitaù
sa-vepathur gadgadayailatelayä
“Then, rising very gradually and wiping his two eyes, Lord Brahmä looked up at Mukunda.
Lord Brahmä, his head bent low, his mind concentrated and his body trembling, very humbly
began, with faltering words, to offer praises to Lord Kåñëa.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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