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Getting to Know Çré Kåñëa is dedicated to
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda,
Founder-äcärya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
By the potency and mercy of his personal example, teachings and process
even the most troublesome mind can become enamored by Kåñëa and His
associates and pastimes and become a happy and helpful companion on
the journey Back Home, Back to Çré Kåñëa.
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Çré Maìgaläcaraëa
Çré Guru Praëäma
oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
cakñur unmilitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù
I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master who, with the
torchlight of knowledge, has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the
darkness of ignorance.
Çré Rüpa Praëäma
çré-caitanya-mano-’bhéñöaà sthäpitaà yena bhü-tale
svayaà rüpaù kadä mahyaà dadäti sva-padäntikam
When will Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé Prabhupäda, who has established within
this material world the mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya, give
me shelter under his lotus feet?
Maìgaläcaraëa
vande ‘haà çré-guroù çré-yuta-pada-kamalaà çré-gurün vaiñëaväàç ca
çré-rüpaà sägrajätaà saha-gaëa-raghunäthänvitaà taà sa-jévam
sädvaitaà sävadhütaà parijana-sahitaà kåñëa-caitanya-devaà
çré-rädhä-kåñëa-pädän saha-gaëa-lalitä-çré-viçäkhänvitäàç ca
I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master
and of all the other preceptors on the path of devotional service. I offer my
respectful obeisances unto all the Vaiñëavas and unto the six Gosvämés,
including Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, Çré Sanätana Gosvämé, Raghunätha däsa
Gosvämé, Jéva Gosvämé, and their associates. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto Çré Advaita Äcärya Prabhu, Çré Nityänanda Prabhu, Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and all His devotees, headed by Çréväsa Öhäkura.
I then offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of Lord Kåñëa,
Çrématé Rädhäräëé, and all the gopés, headed by Lalitä and Viçäkhä.
nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
çrémate bhaktivedänta-svämin iti nämine
I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swämé Prabhupäda, who is very dear to Lord Kåñëa having
taken shelter at His lotus feet.
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namas te särasvate deve gaura-väné-pracäriëe
nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of
Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord
Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with
impersonalism and voidism.
nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
çrémate bhaktisiddhänta-sarasvatéti nämine
I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté, who is very dear to Lord Kåñëa having taken shelter at His lotus
feet.
çré-värñabhänavé-devé-dayitäya kåpäbdhaye
kåñëa-sambandha-vijïäna-däyine prabhave namaù
I offer my respectful obeisances to Çré Värñabhänavé-devé-dayita däsa, who
is favored by Çrématé Rädhäräëé and who is an ocean of transcendental
mercy and the deliverer of the science of Kåñëa.
mädhuryojjvala-premäòhya-çré-rüpänuga-bhaktida
çré-gaura-karuëä-çakti-vigrahäya namo ‘stu te
I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, the personified energy of Çré
Caitanya’s mercy, who delivers devotional service which is enriched with
conjugal love of Rädhä and Kåñëa, coming exactly in the line of revelation
of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé.
namas te gaura-väëé-çré-mürtaye déna-täriëe
rüpänuga-viruddhäpasiddhänta-dhvänta-häriëe
I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are the personified
teachings of Lord Caitanya. You are the deliverer of the fallen souls. You
do not tolerate any statement which is against the teachings of devotional
service enunciated by Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé.
namo-gaura-kiçoräya säkñäd-vairägya-mürtaye
vipralambha-rasämbhode pädämbujäya te namaù
I offer my respectful obeisances unto Gaurakiçora däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja,
who is renunciation personified. He is always merged in feelings of
separation and love for Kåñëa.
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namo bhaktivinodäya sac-cid-änanda-nämine
gaura-çakti-svarüpäya rüpänuga-varäya te
I offer my respectful obeisances unto Saccidänanda Bhaktivinoda, who is
a transcendental energy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He is a strict
follower of the Gosvämés, headed by Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé.
gaurävirbhäva-bhümes tvaà nirdeñöä saj-jana-priyaù
vaiñëava-särvabhaumaù çré-jagannäthäya te namaù
I offer my respectful obeisances to Jagannätha däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja, who
is respected by the entire Vaiñëava community and who discovered the
place where Lord Caitanya appeared.
çré-rüpa çré sanätana bhaööa-raghunäth
çré-jéva gopäla-bhaööa däsa-raghunäth
All glories to Çré Rüpa Gosvämé, Sanätana Gosvämé, Raghunätha Bhaööa
Gosvämé, Çré Jéva Gosvämé, Gopäla Bhaööa Gosvämé, and Raghunätha
däsa Gosvämé.
ei chay gosäir kori caraëa vandan
jähä hoite bighna-näç abhéñöa-püraë
I offer my obeisances to the feet of these six Gosvämés. By offering them
my obeisances all obstacles to devotion are destroyed and all spiritual
desires are fulfilled.
väïchä-kalpatarubhyaç ca kåpä-sindhubhya eva ca
patitänäà pävanebhyo vaiñëavebhyo namo namaù
I offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaiñëava devotees of the
Lord. They are just like desire trees who can fulfill the desires of everyone,
and they are full of compassion for the fallen conditioned souls.
Çré Gauräìga Praëäma
namo mahä-vadänyäya kåñëa-prema-pradäya te
kåñëäya kåñëa-caitanya-nämne gaura-tviñe namaù
O most munificent incarnation! You are Kåñëa Himself appearing as Çré
Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu. You have assumed the golden colour of
Çrématé Rädhäräëé, and You are widely distributing pure love of Kåñëa.
We offer our respectful obeisances unto You.
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Çré Païca-tattva Praëäma
païca-tattvätmakaà kåñëaà bhakta-rüpa-svarüpakam
bhaktävatäraà bhaktäkhyaà namämi bhakta-çaktikam
I offer my obeisances unto the Supreme Lord, Kåñëa, who is nondifferent
from His features as a devotee, devotional incarnation, devotional
manifestation, pure devotee, and devotional energy.
Çré Kåñëa Praëäma
he kåñëa karuëä-sindho déna-bandho jagat-pate
gopeça gopikä-känta rädhä-känta namo ‘stu te
O my dear Kåñëa, ocean of mercy, You are the friend of the distressed and
the source of creation. You are the master of the cowherdmen and the
lover of the gopés, especially Rädhäräëé. I offer my respectful obeisances
unto You.
Çré Rädhä Praëäma
tapta-käïcana-gauräìgi rädhe våndävaneçvari
våñabhänu-sute devé praëamämi hari-priye
I offer my respects to Rädhäräëé, whose bodily complexion is like molten
gold and who is the Queen of Våndävana. She is the daughter of King
Våñabhänu, and very dear to Lord Kåñëa.
sambandhädhideva Praëäma
jayatäà suratau paìgor mama manda-mater gaté
mat-sarvasva-padämbhojau rädhä-madana-mohanau
Glory to the all-merciful Rädhä and Madana-mohana! I am lame and ill
advised, yet They are my directors, and Their lotus feet are everything to
me.
abhidheyädhideva Praëäma
dévyad-våndäraëya-kalpa-drumädhaù
çrémad-ratnägära-siàhäsana-sthau
çrémad-rädhä-çréla-govinda-devau
preñöhälébhiù sevyamänau smarämi
In a temple of jewels in Våndävana, underneath a desire tree, Çré Çré
Rädhä-Govinda, served by Their most confidential associates sit upon an
effulgent throne. I offer my humble obeisances unto Them.
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prayojanädhideva Praëäma
çrémän räsa-rasärambhé vaàçé-vaöa-taöa-sthitaù
karñan veëu-svanair gopér gopénäthaù çriye ‘stu naù
Çréla Gopénätha, who originated the transcendental mellow of the räsa
dance, stands on the shore at Vaàçévaöa and attracts the attention of the
cowherd damsels with the sound of His celebrated flute. May they all
confer upon us their benediction.
PAÏCA-TATTVA MAHÄ-MANTRA
(jaya) çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu nityänanda
çré-advaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda
HARE KÅÑËA MAHÄ-MANTRA
Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare
Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare
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Prayers to the Personification of
Sambandha, Abhidheya and Prayojana

Sambandhädhideva Praëäma
jayatäà suratau paìgor mama manda-mater gaté
mat-sarvasva-padämbhojau rädhä-madana-mohanau
Glory to the all-merciful Rädhä and Madana-mohana! I am lame and ill
advised, yet They are my directors, and Their lotus feet are everything to
me.
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Abhidheyädhideva Praëäma
dévyad-våndäraëya-kalpa-drumädhaù
çrémad-ratnägära-siàhäsana-sthau
çrémad-rädhä-çréla-govinda-devau
preñöhälébhiù sevyamänau smarämi
In a temple of jewels in Våndävana, underneath a desire tree, Çré Çré
Rädhä-Govinda, served by Their most confidential associates, sit upon an
effulgent throne. I offer my humble obeisances unto Them.
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Prayojanädhideva Praëäma
çrémän räsa-rasärambhé vaàçé-vaöa-taöa-sthitaù
karñan veëu-svanair gopér gopénäthaù çriye ‘stu naù
Çré Çréla Gopénätha, who originated the transcendental mellow of the räsa
dance, stands on the shore at Vaàçévaöa and attracts the attention of the
cowherd damsels with the sound of His celebrated flute. May they all
confer upon us their benediction.
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The Simple and Sublime

Success Formula
for This Age of Kali
One should always keep himself near You by the process of hearing and
chanting Your transcendental glories. Simply by being attached to
hearing and chanting Your glories, one can attain the highest
perfectional stage of entering into Your kingdom. If a person, therefore,
always keeps in touch with You by hearing and chanting Your glories
and offers the results of his work for Your satisfaction only, he very
easily and happily attains entrance into Your supreme abode. You are
realizable by persons who have cleansed their hearts of all
contamination. This cleansing of the heart is made possible by chanting
and hearing the glories of Your Lordship.
⎯ Kåñëa Book (Prayers Offered by Lord Brahmä to Lord Kåñëa)

One can very easily associate with Kåñëa simply by remembering His
transcendental pastimes. That Kåñëa should be the object of love is the
central point of Kåñëa consciousness. By constantly chanting the Hare
Kåñëa mantra and remembering the transcendental pastimes of Kåñëa,
one can be fully in Kåñëa consciousness and thus make his life sublime
and fruitful.
⎯ Kåñëa Book (The Gopés’ Feelings of Separation)

So What Should Be the Mood of Our Chanting?
When we chant we should…
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WHOLE HEARTEDLY

CRY OUT FOR HELP!
ayi nanda-tanüja kiìkaraà
patitaà mäà viñame bhavämbudhau
kåpayä tava päda-paìkajasthita-dhülé-sadåçaà vicintaya
O My Lord, O Kåñëa, son of Mahäräja Nanda, I am Your
eternal servant, but because of My own fruitive acts I have
fallen into this horrible ocean of nescience. Now please be
causelessly merciful to Me. Consider Me a particle of dust
at Your lotus feet.
⎯ Çikñäñöakam 5

Everything is carried out by Your sweet will, but we
foolish living entities think we are doing everything. What
can a living entity do if You do not inspire him? We can
only desire, and it is only by Your mercy that we can fulfil
our desires.
⎯ Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çaraëägati
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AND WHOLE HEARTEDLY
CRY OUT FOR PROTECTION!
These three words, namely Hare, Kåñëa, and Räma, are the
transcendental seeds of the mahä-mantra. The chanting is a
spiritual call for the Lord and His internal energy, Harä, to
give protection to the conditioned soul. This chanting is
exactly like the genuine cry of a child for its mother. Mother
Harä helps the devotee achieve the grace of the supreme
father, Hari, or Kåñëa, and the Lord reveals Himself to the
devotee who chants this mantra sincerely.
No other means of spiritual realization, therefore, is as
effective in this age as chanting the mahä-mantra: Hare
Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma,
Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare.
⎯ Purport by Çréla Prabhupäda
O Lord! Please give me the strength so that I can always
keep these misconceptions of “I” and “mine” far away
from my mind. Today I take shelter at Your lotus feet,
which award fearlessness to all. I dedicate myself
completely to You. May this mood of surrendering
myself to You remain deeply rooted within my heart. Let
it not be a temporary sentiment, like the elephant’s
desire to bathe.
⎯ Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çaraëägati
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A World-view Mood-setter Message
from the Memory Master
⎯ Çré Prahläda Mahäräja ⎯
svasty astu viçvasya khalaù prasédatäà
dhyäyantu bhütäni çivaà mitho dhiyä
manaç ca bhadraà bhajatäd adhokñaje
äveçyatäà no matir apy ahaituké

May there be good fortune throughout the universe, and may all
envious persons be pacified. May all living entities become calm
by practicing bhakti-yoga, for by accepting devotional service they
will think of each other’s welfare. Therefore let us all engage in
the service of the supreme transcendence, Lord Çré Kåñëa, and
always remain absorbed in thought of Him.
⎯ ÇB 5.18.9
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A Serious Sädhaka’s
Mood-setter Message
from Çréla Narottama Däsa Öhäkura
guru-mukha-padma-väkya, cittete koriyä aikya,
är nä koriha mane äçä
çré-guru-caraëe rati, ei se uttama-gati,
je prasäde püre sarva äçä
Make the teachings emanating from the lotus mouth of your
spiritual master one with your heart, and do not desire anything
else. Attachment to his lotus feet is the best means of spiritual
advancement. By his mercy, all desires for spiritual perfection are
fulfilled.
⎯ Çré Guru-vandanä, Verse 2
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A Practical Mood-setter Message
from Çréla Prabhupäda
Intelligent persons factually dip into the ocean of Your nectarean
activities and very patiently hear about them. Thus they are
immediately freed from the contamination of the material
qualities; they do not have to undergo severe penances and
austerities for advancement in spiritual life. This chanting and
hearing of Your transcendental pastimes is the easiest process for
self-realization…..The devotee who wants to elevate himself
simply by the process of devotional activities, especially by hearing
and chanting, very soon comes out of the clutches of the dualities
of material existence. By this simple process of penance and
austerity, the Supersoul within the devotee’s heart is very much
pleased and gives the devotee directions so that he may go back
home, back to Godhead.
⎯ Kåñëa Book (Prayers by the Personified Vedas)
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Çré Kåñëa’s Pastimes
⎯ A Brief Introduction ⎯
Kåñëa’s age is considered in three periods: from His appearance day to the
end of His fifth year is called kaumära, from the beginning of the sixth year
up to the end of the tenth year is called paugaëòa, and from the eleventh
to the end of the fifteenth year is called kaiçora.
As far as Kåñëa’s transcendental pastimes are concerned, they are mostly
executed during the kaumära, paugaëòa and kaiçora periods. His
affectionate pastimes with His parents are executed during His kaumära
age. His friendship with the cowherd boys is exhibited during the paugaëòa
period. And His friendship with the gopés is exhibited during the age of
kaiçora.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 26
(Stimulation for Ecstatic Love)

One can very easily associate with Kåñëa simply by remembering His
transcendental pastimes. Everyone has a tendency to love someone. That
Kåñëa should be the object of love is the central point of Kåñëa
consciousness. By constantly chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra and
remembering the transcendental pastimes of Kåñëa, one can be fully in
Kåñëa consciousness and thus make his life sublime and fruitful.
⎯ Kåñëa Book (The Gopés’ Feelings of Separation)
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Getting to Know Baby Kåñëa
⎯ An Introduction to His Kaumära- lélä ⎯
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Getting to Know Baby Kåñëa
⎯ An Introduction to His Kaumära- lélä ⎯
The childhood ages of Kåñëa are divided into three periods: the beginning
of the kaumära age, the middle of the kaumära age and the end of the
kaumära age.
During the beginning and middle of the kaumära age, Kåñëa’s thighs are
fatty, and the inner parts of His eyes are whitish. There are signs of teeth
coming out, and He is very mild and gentle. He is described as follows:
“When Kåñëa had only three or four teeth coming out of His gums, His
thighs were fatty, His body was very, very short, and He began to enhance
the parental love of Nanda Mahäräja and Mother Yaçodä with the
activities of His childish body. He was sometimes stepping with His legs
again and again, sometimes crying, sometimes smiling, sometimes sucking
His thumb and sometimes lying down flat. These are some of the different
activities of the child Kåñëa. When Kåñëa was lying down flat, sometimes
sucking the toes of His feet, sometimes throwing His legs upward,
sometimes crying and sometimes smiling, Mother Yaçodä, seeing her son
in such pastimes, did not show any sign of restricting Him, but rather began
to watch her child with eagerness, enjoying these childhood pastimes.” In
the beginning of Kåñëa’s kaumära age, the nails of tigers were set in a
golden necklace about His neck. There was protective tilaka on His
forehead, black mascara around His eyes and silk thread around His waist.
These are the descriptions of Kåñëa’s dress at the beginning of the kaumära
age.
When Nanda Mahäräja saw the beauty of child Kåñëa, with tiger nails on
His chest, a complexion like the new-grown tamäla tree, beautifully
decorated tilaka made with cow’s urine, arm decorations of nice silk thread,
and silk clothes tied around His waist—when Nanda Mahäräja saw his child
like this, he never became satiated by the child’s beauty.
In the middle kaumära age, the upper portion of Kåñëa’s hair falls around
His eyes. Sometimes He is covered with cloth around the lower part of His
body, and sometimes He is completely naked. Sometimes He tries to walk,
taking step by step, and sometimes He talks very sweetly, in broken
language. These are some of the symptoms of His middle kaumära age. He
is thus described when Mother Yaçodä once saw Him in His middle
kaumära age: His scattered hairs were touching His eyebrows, and His eyes
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were restless, but He could not express His feelings with proper words; still,
when He was talking, His talk was so nice and sweet to hear. When Mother
Yaçodä looked at His little ears and saw Him naked, trying to run very
quickly with His little legs, she was merged into the ocean of nectar. Kåñëa’s
ornaments at this age are a pearl hanging from the septum of His nose,
butter on His lotuslike palms, and some small bells hanging from His waist.
It is stated that when Mother Yaçodä saw that the child was moving,
ringing the bells on His waist, smiling at her with a pearl between His
nostrils and with butter on His hands, she became wonderfully pleased to
see her little child in that fashion.
While Kåñëa was in the middle of His kaumära age, His waist became
thinner, His chest became broader, and His head was decorated with His
curly hair hanging down and resembling the wings of a crow. These
wonderful features of Kåñëa’s body never failed to astonish Mother
Yaçodä.
At the end of His kaumära age, Kåñëa carried a small stick in His hand,
His clothing was a little longer, and He had a knot around His waist,
resembling the hood of a snake. In that dress He used to take care of the
calves near the house, and sometimes He played with cowherd boys of
about the same age. He had a slender flute and a buffalo-horn bugle, and
sometimes He played on a flute made from the leaves of trees. These are
some of the symptoms of the end of Kåñëa’s kaumära age.
When Kåñëa was a little grown up and was taking care of the small calves,
He would often go near the forest. And when He was a little bit late returning
home, Nanda Mahäräja would immediately get up on the candra-çälikä (a
small shed built on the roof for getting a bird’s-eye view all around), and he
would watch for Him. Worrying about the late arrival of his little son, Nanda
Mahäräja would remain on the candra-çälikä until he could indicate to his
wife that Kåñëa, surrounded by His little cowherd friends, was coming back
with the calves. Nanda Mahäräja would point out the peacock feather on his
child’s head and would inform his beloved wife how the child was pleasing
his eyes.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 43
(Parenthood)
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1. Child Kåñëa is Pious ⎯ And So Are We!
When the gopés saw the Tåëävarta demon killed and child Kåñëa very
happily playing on his body, they immediately picked Kåñëa up with
great affection. The cowherd men and women became very happy to get
back their beloved child Kåñëa. At that time they began to talk about
how wonderful it was that the demon had taken away the child to
devour Him but could not do so; instead he fell down dead. Some of
them supported the situation: “This is proper because those who are
too sinful die from their sinful reactions, and child Kåñëa is pious;
therefore He is safe from all kinds of fearful situations. And we too
must have performed great sacrifices in our previous lives, worshiping
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, giving great wealth in charity
and acting philanthropically for the general welfare of men. Because
of such pious activities, the child is safe from all danger.”
The gopés assembled there spoke among themselves: “What sort of
austerities and penances we must have undergone in our previous lives!
We must have worshiped the Supreme Personality of Godhead, offered
different kinds of sacrifices, made charities and performed many
welfare activities for the public, such as growing banyan trees and
excavating wells. As a result of these pious activities, we have gotten
back our child, even though He was supposed to be dead. Now He has
come back to enliven His relatives.”
⎯ The Salvation of Tåëävarta
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2. Baby Balaräma and Kåñëa at Play
Balaräma and Kåñëa began to crawl on Their hands and knees. When
They were crawling like that, They pleased Their mothers. The bells
tied to Their waist and ankles sounded fascinating, and They would
move around very pleasingly. Sometimes, just like ordinary children,
They would be frightened by others and would immediately hurry to
Their mothers for protection. Sometimes They would fall into the clay
and mud of Våndävana and would approach Their mothers smeared
with clay and saffron. They were actually smeared with saffron and
sandalwood pulp by Their mothers, but due to crawling over muddy
clay, They would simultaneously smear Their bodies with clay. As soon
as They would come crawling to Their mothers, Yaçodä and Rohiëé
would take Them on their laps and, covering Them with the lower
portion of their saris, allow Them to suck their breasts. When the babies
were sucking their breasts, the mothers would see small teeth coming
in. Thus their joy would be intensified to see their children grow.
Sometimes the naughty babies would crawl up to the cowshed, catch the
tail of a calf and stand up. The calves, being disturbed, would
immediately begin running here and there, and the children would be
dragged over clay and cow dung. To see this fun, Yaçodä and Rohiëé
would call all their neighborhood friends, the gopés. Upon seeing these
childhood pastimes of Lord Kåñëa, the gopés would be merged in
transcendental bliss. In their enjoyment they would laugh very loudly.
⎯ Vision of the Universal Form

21

3. Naughty Kåñëa and Balaräma
All the gopé friends of Yaçodä and Rohiëé enjoyed the naughty childish
activities of Kåñëa and Balaräma in Våndävana. In order to enjoy
further transcendental bliss, they all assembled and went to Mother
Yaçodä to lodge complaints against the restless boys. When Kåñëa was
sitting before Mother Yaçodä, all the elder gopés began to lodge
complaints against Him so that Kåñëa could hear. They said, “Dear
Yaçodä, why don’t you restrict your naughty Kåñëa? He comes to our
houses along with Balaräma every morning and evening, and before
the milking of the cows They let loose the calves, and the calves drink
all the milk of the cows. So when we go to milk the cows, we find no
milk, and we have to return with empty pots. If we warn Kåñëa and
Balaräma about doing this, They simply smile so charmingly that we
cannot do anything. Also, your Kåñëa and Balaräma find great
pleasure in stealing our stock of yogurt and butter from wherever we
keep it. When Kåñëa and Balaräma are caught stealing the yogurt and
butter, They say, ‘Why do you charge Us with stealing? Do you think
that butter and yogurt are in scarcity in Our house?’ Sometimes They
steal butter, yogurt and milk and distribute them to the monkeys. When
the monkeys are well fed and do not take any more, then your boys
chide, ‘This milk and butter and yogurt are useless—even the monkeys
won’t take it.’ And They break the pots and throw them hither and
thither. If we keep our stock of yogurt, butter and milk in a solitary
dark place, your Kåñëa and Balaräma find it in the darkness by the
glaring effulgence of the ornaments and jewels on Their bodies. If by
chance They cannot find the hidden butter and yogurt, They go to our
little babies and pinch their bodies so that they cry, and then They go
away. If out of fear of these naughty boys we keep our stock of butter
and yogurt high on the ceiling, hanging on a swing, although it is
beyond Their reach They arrange to reach it by piling all kinds of

wooden planks over the grinding machine. And if They cannot
reach, They make a hole in the pot. We think therefore that
you’d better take all the jeweled ornaments from the bodies of
your children.”
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On hearing this, Yaçodä would say, “All right, I will take all the

jewels from Kåñëa so that He cannot see the butter hidden in
the darkness.” Then the gopés would say, “No, no, don’t do this.
What good will you do by taking away the jewels? We do not
know what kind of boys these are, but even without ornaments
They spread some kind of effulgence so that even in darkness
They can see everything.”
⎯ Vision of the Universal Form
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4. Just Open Your Mouth!
Another day, when Kåñëa and Balaräma were playing with Their
friends, all the boys joined Balaräma and complained to Mother Yaçodä
that Kåñëa had eaten clay. On hearing this, Mother Yaçodä caught hold
of Kåñëa’s hand and said, “My dear Kåñëa, why have You eaten earth
in a solitary place? Just see, all Your friends, including Balaräma, are
complaining about You.” Being afraid of His mother, Kåñëa replied,
“My dear mother, all these boys, including My elder brother,
Balaräma, are speaking lies against Me. I have never eaten any clay.
My elder brother, Balaräma, while playing with Me today, became
angry, and therefore He has joined with the other boys to complain
against Me. They have all combined together to complain so you will
be angry and chastise Me. If you think they are truthful, then you can
look within My mouth to see whether I have eaten clay or not.” His
mother replied, “All right, if You have actually not eaten any clay,
then just open Your mouth. I shall see.”
⎯ Vision of the Universal Form
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5. Mother Yaçodä Churns Butter
Once upon a time, seeing that her maidservant was engaged in different
household duties, Mother Yaçodä personally took charge of churning
butter. And while she churned butter, she sang the childhood pastimes
of Kåñëa and enjoyed thinking of her son. The end of her sari was tightly
wrapped while she churned, and on account of her intense love for her
son, milk automatically dripped from her breasts, which moved as she
labored very hard, churning with two hands. The bangles and bracelets
on her hands tinkled as they touched each other, and her earrings and
breasts shook. There were drops of perspiration on her face, and the
flower garland which was on her head scattered here and there. Before
this picturesque sight, Lord Kåñëa appeared as a child. He felt hungry,
and to increase His mother’s love, He wanted her to stop churning. He
indicated that her first business was to let Him suck her breast, and then
she could churn butter later. And so, Mother Yaçodä took her son on
her lap.
⎯ Mother Yaçodä Binds Lord Kåñëa
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6. Still Two Inches Too Short!
(Later in the morning, Kåñëa stole butter. And Mother Yaçodä chased
after Him to punish Him). When He was caught, Kåñëa was almost on
the point of crying. He smeared His hands over His eyes, which were
anointed with black eye cosmetics. The child saw His mother’s face
while she stood over Him, and His eyes became restless from fear.
Mother Yaçodä could understand that Kåñëa was unnecessarily afraid,
and for His benefit she wanted to allay His fears. Being the topmost
well-wisher of her child, Mother Yaçodä thought, “If the child is too
fearful of me, I don’t know what will happen to Him.” Mother Yaçodä
then threw away her stick. In order to punish Him, she thought to bind
His hands with some ropes. She did not know the power of her child or
that it was actually impossible for her to bind the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Mother Yaçodä was thinking that Kåñëa was her tiny child;
she did not know that the child had no limitation. There is no inside or
outside of Him, nor beginning or end. He is unlimited and all-pervading.
Indeed, He is Himself the whole cosmic manifestation. Still, Mother
Yaçodä was thinking of Kåñëa as her child. Although He is beyond the
reach of all senses, she endeavored to bind Him to a wooden grinding
mortar. But when she tried to bind Him, she found that the rope she was
using was too short—by two inches. So she gathered more ropes from
the house and added to it, but still she found the same shortage. In this
way she collected all the ropes available at home, but when the final
knot was added, she saw that the rope was still two inches too short.
Mother Yaçodä was smiling, but she was astonished. How was it
happening?
In attempting to bind her son, she became tired. She was perspiring, and
the garland on her head fell down. Then Lord Kåñëa appreciated the
hard labor of His mother, and being compassionate upon her, He agreed
to be bound up by the ropes.
⎯ Mother Yaçodä Binds Lord Kåñëa
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7. Mischievous Kåñëa
After binding her son, Mother Yaçodä engaged herself in household
affairs. At that time, bound up to the wooden mortar, Kåñëa could see a
pair of trees before Him which were known as arjuna trees. The great
reservoir of pleasure, Lord Çré Kåñëa, thus thought to Himself, “Mother
Yaçodä first of all left without feeding Me sufficient milk, and therefore
I broke the pot of yogurt and distributed the stock butter in charity to
the monkeys. Now she has bound Me up to a wooden mortar. So I shall
do something more mischievous than before.” And thus He thought of
pulling down the two very tall arjuna trees.
⎯ Mother Yaçodä Binds Lord Kåñëa
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8. A Puppet in Their Hands
When the twin arjuna trees fell to the ground, making a sound like the
falling of thunderbolts, all the inhabitants of Gokula, including Nanda
Mahäräja, immediately came to the spot. They were very much
astonished to see how the two great trees had suddenly fallen. Because
they could find no reason for their falling down, they were puzzled.
When they saw child Kåñëa bound up to the wooden mortar by the ropes
of Mother Yaçodä, they thought that it must have been caused by some
demon. Otherwise, how was it possible? At the same time, they were
very much perturbed because such uncommon incidents were always
happening to child Kåñëa. While the cowherd men were thus
contemplating, the small children who were playing there informed the
men that the trees had fallen because Kåñëa had pulled the wooden
mortar with the rope binding Him. “Kåñëa came in between the two
trees,” they explained, “and the wooden mortar was topsy-turvied and
stuck in between the trees. Kåñëa pulled the rope, and the trees fell
down. When the trees fell down, two very dazzling men came out of the
trees, and they said something to Kåñëa.”
Most of the cowherd men did not believe the statement of the children.
They could not believe that such things were at all possible. Some of the
men, however, believed them and told Nanda Mahäräja, “Your child is
different from all other children. He just might have done it.” Nanda
Mahäräja smiled to hear about the extraordinary abilities of his son. He
came forward and untied the knot just to free his wonderful child. After
being freed by Nanda Mahäräja, Kåñëa was taken onto the laps of the
elder gopés. They took Him away to the courtyard of the house and
began to clap, praising His wonderful activities. Kåñëa danced along
with their clapping, just like an ordinary child. The Supreme Lord
Kåñëa, being completely controlled by the gopés, sang and danced just
like a puppet in their hands.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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9. Sweet Childish Dealings
Sometimes Mother Yaçodä used to ask Kåñëa to bring her a wooden
plank for sitting. Although the wooden plank was too heavy to be carried
by a child, still somehow or other Kåñëa would bring it to His mother.
Sometimes His father, while worshiping Näräyaëa, would ask Him to
bring his wooden slippers, and Kåñëa, with great difficulty, would put the
slippers on His head and bring them to His father. When He was asked
to lift some heavy article and was unable to lift it, He would simply move
His arms. In this way, daily, at every moment, He was the reservoir of all
pleasure for His parents. The Lord was exhibiting such childish dealings
with the inhabitants of Våndävana because He wanted to show the great
philosophers and sages searching after the Absolute Truth how the
Supreme Absolute Truth Personality of Godhead is controlled by and
subject to the desires of His pure devotees.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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10. A Few Grains in His Palms
One day, a fruit vendor came before the house of Nanda Mahäräja. Upon
hearing the vendor call, “If anyone wants fruits, please come and take
them from me!” child Kåñëa immediately took some grains in His palms
and went to get fruits in exchange. In those days exchange was by barter;
therefore Kåñëa might have seen His parents acquire fruits and other
things by bartering grain, and so He imitated. But His palms were very
small, and He was not very careful to hold the grains tight, so He was
dropping them. The vendor who came to sell fruits saw this and was very
much captivated by the beauty of the Lord, so she immediately accepted
whatever few grains were left in His palms and filled His hands with
fruits. In the meantime, the vendor saw that her whole basket of fruit had
become filled with jewels.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura

30

11. Your Father is Waiting for You!
One day Lord Kåñëa was playing with Balaräma and the other children
on the bank of the Yamunä, and because it was already late in the
morning, Rohiëé, the mother of Balaräma, went to call them back home.
But Balaräma and Kåñëa were so engrossed in playing with Their friends
that They did not wish to go back; They just engaged Themselves in
playing more and more. When Rohiëé was unable to take Them back
home, she went home and sent Mother Yaçodä to call Them again.
Mother Yaçodä was so affectionate toward her son that as soon as she
came out to call Him back home, her breasts filled up with milk. She
loudly cried, “My dear child, please come back home. Your time for
lunch is already past.” She then said, “My dear Kåñëa, O my dear lotuseyed child, please come and suck my breast. You have played enough.
You must be very hungry, my dear little child. You must be tired from
playing for so long.” She also addressed Balaräma thus: “My dear
Räma, the glory of Your family, my dear child, please come back with
Your younger brother Kåñëa immediately. You have been engaged in
playing since early morning, and You must be very tired. Please come
back and take Your lunch at home. Your father Nandaräja is waiting
for You. He has to eat, so You must come back so that he can eat.”
As soon as Kåñëa and Balaräma heard that Nanda Mahäräja was waiting
for Them and could not take his food in Their absence, They started to
return.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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12. Are You a Street Boy?!
But then Their playmates complained, “Kåñëa is leaving us just at the
point when our playing is at the summit. Next time we shall not allow
Him to leave.”
His playmates then threatened not to allow Him to play with them again.
Kåñëa became afraid, and instead of going back home, He went back
again to play with the boys. At that time, Mother Yaçodä scolded the
children and told Kåñëa, “My dear Kåñëa, do You think that You are a
street boy? You have no home? Please come back to Your home! I see
that Your body has become very dirty from playing since early morning.
Now come home and take Your bath. Besides, today is Your birthday
ceremony; therefore You should come back home and give cows in
charity to the brähmaëas. Don’t You see how Your playmates are
decorated with ornaments by their mothers? You should also be
cleansed and decorated with nice dress and ornaments. Please,
therefore, come back, take Your bath, dress Yourself nicely, and then
again You may go on playing.”….When Mother Yaçodä’s children,
Kåñëa and Balaräma, came home, she bathed Them very nicely and
dressed Them with ornaments. She then called for the brähmaëas, and
through her children she gave many cows in charity for the occasion of
Kåñëa’s birthday. In this way she performed the birthday ceremony of
Kåñëa at home.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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13. Let’s Start Immediately for Våndävana!
After Kåñëa’s birthday ceremony, all the elder cowherd men assembled
together, and Nanda Mahäräja presided. They began to consult amongst
themselves how to stop the great disturbances in Mahävana on account
of the demons. In this meeting, Upananda, the brother of Nanda
Mahäräja, was present. He was considered to be learned and
experienced, and he was a well-wisher of Kåñëa and Balaräma. He was a
leader, and he addressed the meeting as follows: “My dear friends! Now
we should leave here for another place because we are continually
finding that great demons are coming here to disturb the peaceful
situation, and they are especially attempting to kill the small children.
Just consider Pütanä and Kåñëa. It was simply by the grace of Lord
Hari that Kåñëa was saved from the hands of such a great demon. Next
the whirlwind demon took Kåñëa away into the sky, but by the grace of
Lord Hari He was saved, and the demon fell down on a stone slab and
died. Very recently, this child was playing between two trees, and the
trees fell down violently, and yet there was no injury to the child. So
Lord Hari saved Him again. Just imagine the calamity if this child or
any other child playing with Him were crushed by the falling trees!
Considering all these incidents, we must conclude that this place is no
longer safe. Let us leave. We have all been saved from different
calamities by the grace of Lord Hari. Now we should be cautious and
leave this place and reside somewhere where we can live peacefully. I
think that we should all go to the forest known as Våndävana, where
just now there are newly grown plants and herbs. It is very suitable for
pasturing ground for our cows, and we and our families, the gopés with
their children, can very peacefully live there. Near Våndävana is
Govardhana Hill, which is very beautiful, and there are newly grown
grass and fodder for the animals, so there will be no difficulty in living
there. I therefore suggest that we start immediately for that beautiful
place, as there is no need to waste any more time. Let us prepare all our
carts immediately, and, if you like, let us go, keeping all the cows in
front.”
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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14. The Journey to Våndävana
On hearing the statement of Upananda, all the cowherd men
immediately agreed. “Let us immediately go there.” Everyone then
loaded all their household furniture and utensils onto the carts and
prepared to go to Våndävana. All the children, women and old men of
the village were arranged on seats, and the cowherd men equipped
themselves with bows and arrows to follow the carts. All the cows and
bulls were placed in the front along with their calves, and the men, with
their bows and arrows, surrounded the herds and carts and began to blow
on their horns and bugles. In this way, with tumultuous sound, they
started for Våndävana.
And who can describe the damsels of Vraja? They were all seated on the
carts and were very beautifully dressed with ornaments and costly saris.
They chanted the pastimes of child Kåñëa as usual. Mother Yaçodä and
Mother Rohiëé were seated on a separate cart, and Kåñëa and Balaräma
were seated on their laps. While Mother Rohiëé and Yaçodä were riding
on the cart, they talked to Kåñëa and Balaräma, and feeling the pleasure
of such talks, they looked very, very beautiful.
In this way, after reaching Våndävana, where everyone lives eternally,
very peacefully and happily, they encircled Våndävana, drew all the carts
together in a half circle, and in this way constructed a temporary
residence. When Kåñëa and Balaräma saw the beautiful appearance of
Våndävana, Govardhana Hill and the banks of the river Yamunä, They
felt very happy. As They grew up They began talking with Their parents
and others in childish language, and thus They gave great pleasure to all
the inhabitants of Våndävana.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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15. Kåñëa and Balaräma Take Charge of the Calves
Soon Kåñëa and Balaräma had grown sufficiently to be given charge of
the calves. Cowherd boys, from the very beginning of their childhood,
are trained to take care of the cows, and their first responsibility is to take
care of the little calves. So along with the other little cowherd boys, Kåñëa
and Balaräma went into the pasturing ground and took charge of the
calves, and there They played with Their playmates. While taking charge
of the calves, sometimes the two brothers played on Their flutes. And
sometimes They played with ämalaka fruits and bael fruits, just as small
children play with balls. Sometimes They danced and made tinkling
sounds with Their ankle bells. Sometimes They made Themselves into
bulls and cows by covering Themselves with blankets. Thus Kåñëa and
Balaräma played. The two brothers also used to imitate the sounds of
bulls and cows and play like two bulls fighting. Sometimes They used to
imitate the sounds of various animals and birds. In this way, They
enjoyed Their childhood pastimes apparently like ordinary, mundane
children.
⎯ Killing the Demons Vatsäsura and Bakäsura
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16. Kåñëa and His Friends Go to the Forest
Once Kåñëa desired to go early in the morning with all His cowherd
boyfriends to the forest, where they were to assemble together and take
lunch. As soon as He got up from bed, He blew His buffalo-horn bugle
and called all His friends together. Keeping the calves before them, they
started for the forest in a great procession. In this way, Lord Kåñëa
assembled thousands of His boyfriends. They were each equipped with a
stick, flute and horn, as well as a lunch bag, and each of them was taking
care of thousands of calves. All the boys appeared very jolly and happy
in that excursion. Each and every one of them, including Kåñëa, was
attentive to his personal calves as he herded them in the different places
in the forest. The boys were fully decorated with various kinds of golden
ornaments, yet out of sporting propensities they began to pick up flowers,
leaves, twigs, peacock feathers and red clay from different places in the
forest and further decorate themselves in different ways. While passing
through the forest, one boy stole another boy’s lunch package and passed
it to a third. And when the boy whose lunch package was stolen came to
know of it, he tried to take it back. But the boy who had it threw it to
another boy. This sportive playing went on amongst the boys as
childhood pastimes.
⎯ The Killing of the Aghäsura Demon
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17. Kåñëa and His Friends Play in the Forest
When Kåñëa went ahead to a distant place in order to see some specific
scenery, the boys behind Him ran to try to catch up and be the first to
touch Him. So there was a great competition. One would say, “I will go
there and touch Kåñëa,” and another would say, “Oh, you cannot go.
I’ll touch Kåñëa first.” Some of them played on their flutes or vibrated
bugles made of buffalo horn. Some of them gladly followed the peacocks
and imitated the onomatopoetic sounds of the cuckoo. While the birds
were flying in the sky, the boys ran after the birds’ shadows along the
ground and tried to follow their exact courses. Some of them went to the
monkeys and silently sat down by them, and some of them imitated the
dancing of the peacocks. Some of them caught monkeys by the tail and
played with them, and when the monkeys jumped into a tree, the boys
followed. When a monkey showed its face and teeth, a boy imitated and
showed his teeth to the monkey. Some of the boys played with the frogs
on the bank of the Yamunä, and when, out of fear, the frogs jumped into
the water, the boys immediately dove in after them, and when the boys
came out of the water and saw their own shadows, they would stand
imitating, making caricatures and laughing. They would also go to an
empty well and make loud sounds, and when the echo came back, they
would call it ill names and laugh.
⎯ The Killing of the Aghäsura Demon
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18. Just See ⎯ It’s a Big Snake!
A demon in the shape of a big fat serpent expanded his lips from land to
sky; his lower lip was touching the ground, and his upper lip was touching
the clouds. His jaws appeared like a big mountain cave, without
limitation, and his teeth appeared just like mountain summits. His tongue
appeared to be a broad traffic way, and he was breathing just like a
hurricane. His eyes were blazing like fire. At first the boys thought that
the demon was a statue, but after examining it they saw that it was a big
serpent lying down on the road and widening his mouth. The boys began
to talk among themselves: “Dear friends, this figure appears to be a
great animal, and he is sitting in such a posture just to swallow us all.
Just see—is it not a big snake that has widened his mouth to eat all of
us?”
One of them said, “Yes, what you say is true. This animal’s upper lip
appears to be just like the sunshine, and its lower lip is just like the
reflection of red sunshine on the ground. Dear friends, just look to the
right- and left-hand side of the mouth of the animal. Its mouth appears
to be like a big mountain cave, and its height cannot be estimated. The
chin is also raised just like a mountain summit. That long highway
appears to be its tongue, and inside the mouth it is as dark as in a
mountain cave. The hot wind that is blowing like a hurricane is his
breathing, and the fishy bad smell coming out from his mouth is the
smell of his intestines.”
Then they further consulted among themselves: “If we all at one time
entered into the mouth of this great serpent, how could it possibly
swallow all of us? And even if it were to swallow all of us at once, it
could not swallow Kåñëa. Kåñëa will immediately kill him, as He did
Bakäsura.” Talking in this way, all the boys looked at the beautiful
lotuslike face of Kåñëa, and they began to clap and smile. And so they
marched forward and entered the mouth of the gigantic serpent.
⎯ The Killing of the Aghäsura Demon
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19. Let’s Take Lunch Here
After saving His friends from the mouth of Aghäsura and killing the demon,
Lord Kåñëa brought His friends to the bank of the Yamunä and addressed
them as follows: “My dear friends, just see how this spot is very nice for
taking lunch and playing on the soft, sandy Yamunä bank. You can see
how the lotus flowers in the water are beautifully blown and how they
distribute their fragrance all around. The chirping of the birds along with
the cooing of the peacocks, surrounded by the whispering of the leaves in
the trees, combine and present sound vibrations that echo one another.
And this just enriches the beautiful scenery created by the trees here. Let
us have our lunch in this spot because it is already late and we are feeling
hungry. Let the calves remain near us, and let them drink water from the
Yamunä. While we engage in our lunch-taking, the calves may engage in
eating the soft grasses that are in this spot.”
⎯ The Stealing of the Boys and Calves by Brahmä
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20. Kåñëa Enjoys Lunch with His Friends
On hearing this proposal from Kåñëa, all the boys became very glad and
said, “Certainly, let us all sit down here to take our lunch.” They then
let loose the calves to eat the soft grass. Sitting down on the ground and
keeping Kåñëa in the center, they began to open their lunch boxes
brought from home. Lord Çré Kåñëa was seated in the center of the circle,
and all the boys kept their faces toward Him. They ate and constantly
enjoyed seeing the Lord face to face. Kåñëa appeared to be the whorl of
a lotus flower, and the boys surrounding Him appeared to be its different
petals. The boys collected flowers, leaves of flowers and the bark of trees
and placed their lunch on them, as well as in their boxes, and thus they
began to eat their lunch, keeping company with Kåñëa. While taking
lunch, each boy began to manifest different kinds of relations with Kåñëa,
and they enjoyed each other’s company with joking words. While Lord
Kåñëa was thus enjoying lunch with His friends, His flute was pushed
within the belt of His cloth on His right side, and His bugle and cane were
pushed in on the left-hand side of His cloth. In His left palm He was
holding a lump of food prepared with yogurt, butter, rice and pieces of
fruit salad, which could be seen through His petallike finger-joints. He
was laughing and joking, enjoying lunch with His friends in Våndävana.
⎯ The Stealing of the Boys and Calves by Brahmä
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21. The Boys Immediately Cried Out, “Kåñëa”!
At that time, the calves that were pasturing nearby entered into the deep
forest, allured by new grasses, and gradually went out of sight. When the
boys saw that the calves were not nearby, they became afraid for their
safety, and they immediately cried out, “Kåñëa!”. By crying out the word
“Kåñëa,” the boys at once transcended the fearful situation. Out of His
great affection, Kåñëa did not want His friends to give up their pleasing
lunch engagement and go searching for the calves. He therefore said,
“My dear friends, you need not interrupt your lunch. Go on enjoying. I
am going personally to find the calves.” Thus Lord Kåñëa, still carrying
the lump of yogurt-and-rice preparation in His left hand, immediately
started to search out the calves in the caves and bushes. He searched in
the mountain holes and in the forests, but nowhere could He find them.
⎯ The Stealing of the Boys and Calves by Brahmä
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22. When Kåñëa’s Magic Is His Sweet Mercy
(Kåñëa expanded Himself as all the stolen boys and calves). And then,
after entering the village of Våndävana, all the calves entered their
respective cowsheds, and the boys went to their respective mothers and
homes.
The mothers of the boys heard the vibration of their flutes before their
entrance, and to receive them, they came out of their homes and
embraced them. And out of maternal affection, milk was flowing from
their breasts, and they allowed the boys to drink it. However, their
offering was not exactly to their boys but to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who had expanded Himself into such boys. This was a chance
for all the mothers of Våndävana to feed the Supreme Personality of
Godhead with their own milk. Therefore not only did Lord Kåñëa give
Yaçodä the chance to feed Him, but this time He gave the chance to all
the other elder gopés.
All the boys dealt with their mothers as usual, and the mothers also, on
the approach of evening, bathed their respective children, decorated
them with tilaka and ornaments and gave them necessary food after the
day’s labor. The cows also, who had been away in the pasturing ground,
returned in the evening and called their respective calves. The calves
immediately came to their mothers, and the mothers began to lick the
bodies of the calves. These relations of the cows and the gopés with their
calves and boys remained unchanged, although actually the original
calves and boys were not there. Actually the cows’ affection for their
calves and the elder gopés’ affection for their boys causelessly increased.
Their affection increased naturally, even though the calves and boys were
not their offspring. Although the cows and elder gopés of Våndävana had
greater affection for Kåñëa than for their own offspring, after this
incident their affection for their offspring increased unlimitedly, exactly
as it did for Kåñëa. For one year continuously, Kåñëa Himself expanded
as the calves and cowherd boys and was present in the pasturing ground.
⎯ The Stealing of the Boys and Calves by Brahmä
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23. An Extraordinary Show of Affection
One day, a few days before a year had passed (since Brahmä had stolen
the boys and calves), Kåñëa and Balaräma were maintaining the calves in
the forest. They saw some cows grazing on the top of Govardhana Hill.
And the cows could see down into the valley where the calves were being
taken care of by the boys. Suddenly, on sighting the calves, the cows
began to run toward them. They leaped downhill with joined front and
rear legs. The cows were so melted with affection for the calves that they
did not care about the rough path from the top of Govardhana Hill down
to the pasturing ground. They approached the calves with their milk bags
full of milk, and they raised their tails upwards. When they were coming
down the hill, their milk bags were pouring milk on the ground out of
intense maternal affection for the calves, although they were not their
own calves. These cows had their own calves, and the calves that were
grazing beneath Govardhana Hill were larger; they were not expected to
drink milk directly from the milk bag but were satisfied with the grass.
Yet all the cows came immediately and began to lick their bodies, and
the calves also began to suck milk from the milk bags. There appeared to
be a great bond of affection between the cows and calves.
When the cows were running down from the top of Govardhana Hill, the
men who were taking care of them tried to stop them. Older cows are
taken care of by the men, and the calves are taken care of by the boys;
and as far as possible, the calves are kept separate from the cows so that
the calves do not drink all the available milk. Therefore the men who
were taking care of the cows on the top of Govardhana Hill tried to stop
them, but they failed. Baffled by their failure, they were feeling ashamed
and angry. They were very unhappy, but when they came down and saw
their children taking care of the calves, they all of a sudden became very
affectionate toward the children. It was very astonishing. Although the
men came down disappointed, baffled and angry, as soon as they saw
their own children, their hearts melted with great affection. At once their
anger, dissatisfaction and unhappiness disappeared. They began to show
paternal love for the children, and with great affection they lifted them
in their arms and embraced them. They began to smell their children’s
heads and enjoy their company with great happiness. After embracing
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their children, the men took the cows back to the top of Govardhana Hill.
Along the way they began to think of their children, and affectionate
tears fell from their eyes.
When Balaräma saw this extraordinary exchange of affection between
the cows and the calves and between the fathers and their children—
when neither the calves nor the children needed so much care—He
began to wonder why this extraordinary thing had happened. He was
astonished to see all the residents of Våndävana so affectionate to their
own children, exactly as they had been to Kåñëa. Similarly, the cows had
grown affectionate to the calves—as much as to Kåñëa. Balaräma
therefore concluded that the extraordinary show of affection was
something mystical, either performed by the demigods or by some
powerful man. Otherwise, how could this wonderful change take place?
He concluded that this mystical change must have been caused by Kåñëa.
He thought, “It was arranged by Kåñëa, and even I could not check its
mystic power.” Thus Balaräma understood that all those boys and calves
were only expansions of Kåñëa.
⎯ The Stealing of the Boys and Calves by Brahmä
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24. Kåñëa, You Have Come Back So Quickly!
As soon as Brahmä (offered his prayers of repentance and) left, Lord Çré
Kåñëa immediately returned to the bank of the Yamunä and rejoined His
calves and cowherd boyfriends, who were situated just as they had been
on the very day they had vanished. Kåñëa had left His friends on the bank
of the Yamunä while they were engaged in lunch, and although He
returned exactly one year later, the cowherd boys thought that He had
returned within a second…..When Kåñëa appeared before the boys, they
thought, “Kåñëa has returned within a minute.” They began to laugh,
thinking that Kåñëa was not willing to leave their lunchtime company.
They were very jubilant and invited Him, “Dear friend Kåñëa, You have
come back so quickly! All right, we have not as yet begun our lunch,
not even taken one morsel of food. So please come and join us, and let
us eat together.” Kåñëa smiled and accepted their invitation, and He
began to enjoy the lunchtime company of His friends. While eating,
Kåñëa was thinking, “These boys believe that I have come back within
a second, but they do not know that for the last year I have been
involved with the mystic activities of Lord Brahmä.”
⎯ Prayers Offered by Lord Brahmä to Lord Kåñëa
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25. Kåñëa and His Friends Return Home
After finishing their lunch, Kåñëa and His friends and calves began to
return to their Vrajabhümi homes. While passing (by), they enjoyed
seeing the dead carcass of Aghäsura in the shape of a gigantic serpent.
When Kåñëa returned home to Vrajabhümi, He was seen by all the
inhabitants of Våndävana. He was wearing a peacock feather in His
helmet, which was also decorated with forest flowers. Kåñëa was also
garlanded with flowers and painted with different colored minerals
collected from the caves of Govardhana Hill. Govardhana Hill is always
famous for supplying natural red oxides, and Kåñëa and His friends
painted their bodies with them. Each of them had a bugle made of buffalo
horn and a stick and a flute, and each called his respective calves by their
particular names. The cowherd boys were so proud of Kåñëa’s wonderful
activities that, while entering the village, they all sang His glories. All the
gopés in Våndävana saw beautiful Kåñëa entering the village. The boys
composed nice songs describing how they were saved from being
swallowed by the great serpent and how the serpent was killed. Some
described Kåñëa as the son of Yaçodä, and others as the son of Nanda
Mahäräja. “He is so wonderful that He saved us from the clutches of the
great serpent and killed him,” they said. But little did they know that
one year had passed since the killing of Aghäsura.
⎯ Prayers Offered by Lord Brahmä to Lord Kåñëa
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Getting to Know a Boy Called Kåñëa
⎯ An Introduction to His Paugaëòa-lélä ⎯
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Getting to Know a Boy Called Kåñëa
⎯ An Introduction to His Paugaëòa-lélä ⎯
Kåñëa’s paugaëòa age can be further divided into three periods—namely
the beginning, middle and end. In the beginning of the paugaëòa age there
is a very nice reddish luster on His lips, His abdomen is very thin, and on
His neck are circles like those on a conchshell. Sometimes, some outside
visitors would return to Våndävana to see Kåñëa and, upon seeing Him
again, would exclaim, “My dear Mukunda, Your beauty is gradually
increasing, just like the leaf on a banyan tree! My dear lotus-eyed one, Your
neck is gradually manifesting circles like those of the conchshell. And in the
shining moonlight Your teeth and cheeks are competing with the padmaräga
jewels in their beautiful arrangement. I am sure that Your beautiful bodily
development is now giving much pleasure to Your friends.”
At this age Kåñëa was garlanded with various kinds of flowers. He used to
put on a silk dress, colored with various kinds of dye. Such beautiful
decorations are considered cosmetics for Kåñëa. Kåñëa would wear this
dress when He used to go into the forest to tend the cows. Sometimes He
would wrestle there with His different friends, and sometimes they would
dance all together in the forest. These are some of the specific activities of
the paugaëòa age.
The cowherd friends of Kåñëa were so happy in His company that they
expressed their transcendental feelings within themselves thus: “Dear
Kåñëa, You are always busy tending the cows which are scattered all over
beautiful Våndävana. You have a beautiful garland, a peacock feather on
Your turban, yellow-colored silk cloth, decorations of karëikära flowers on
Your ears and a mallikä flower garland on Your chest. Appearing so
beautiful, when You pretend, just like an actor, to be fighting with us, You
give us unlimited transcendental bliss.”
When Kåñëa is more grown up, in the middle age of paugaëòa, His nails
become finely sharp, and His chubby cheeks become lustrous and round.
On the two sides of His waist above His belt there are three distinct lines
of folded skin, called tribalé.
At (this) time the tip of His nose defeated the beauty of sesame flowers,
the luster of His cheeks defeated the glow of pearls, and the two sides of
His body were exquisitely beautiful. In this age Kåñëa wore a silk dress that
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glittered like lightning, His head was decorated with a silk turban covered
with gold lace, and in His hand He carried a stick about fifty-six inches
long. Seeing this exquisitely beautiful dress of Kåñëa, one devotee
addressed his friend in this manner: “My dear friend, just look at Kåñëa!
See how He is carrying in His hand a stick which is bound up and down
with golden rings, how His turban with golden lace is showing such a
beautiful luster, and how His dress is giving His friends the highest
transcendental pleasure!”
At the end of Kåñëa’s paugaëòa age, Kåñëa’s hair sometimes hangs down
to His hips, and sometimes it becomes scattered. In this age His two
shoulders become higher and broader, and His face is always decorated
with marks of tilaka. When His beautiful hair scatters over His shoulders,
it appears to be a goddess of fortune embracing Him, and this embracing
is highly relished by His friends. Subala once addressed Him in this way:
“My dear Keçava, Your round turban, the lotus flower in Your hand, the
vertical marks of tilaka on Your forehead, Your kuìkuma-scented musk
and all of Your beautiful bodily features are defeating me today, although I
am usually stronger than You or any of our friends. Since this is so, I do not
know how these features of Your body can fail to defeat the pride of all the
young girls of Våndävana. When I am so defeated by this beauty, what
chance is there for those who are naturally very simple and flexible?”
At this age Kåñëa took pleasure in whispering into the ears of His friends,
and the subject of His talks was the beauty of the gopés, who were just
tarrying before them. Subala once addressed Kåñëa thus: “My dear Kåñëa,
You are very cunning. You can understand the thoughts of others; therefore
I am whispering within Your ear that all of these five gopés, who are most
beautiful, have been attracted by Your dress. And I believe that Cupid has
entrusted them with the responsibility of conquering You.” In other words,
the beauty of the gopés was capable of conquering Kåñëa, although Kåñëa
is the conqueror of all universes.
Kåñëa played with His intimate friends sometimes by fighting or wrestling
with their arms, sometimes by playing ball and sometimes by playing chess.
Sometimes they carried one another on their shoulders, and sometimes
they exhibited their expertness at whirling logs. And the cowherd friends
used to please Kåñëa by sitting together with Him on couches or on swings,
by lying together on their beds, by joking together and by swimming in the
pool. All these activities are called anubhäva. Whenever all the friends
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would assemble in the company of Kåñëa, they would immediately engage
in all these functions, especially in dancing together.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 42
(Fraternal Loving Affairs)
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26. Entering Våndävana Forest
Çré Kåñëa, along with His elder brother Balaräma, passed the childhood
age known as kaumära and stepped into the age of paugaëòa, from the
sixth year up to the tenth. At that time, all the cowherd men conferred and
agreed to give those boys who had passed their fifth year charge of the
cows in the pasturing ground. Given charge of the cows, Kåñëa and
Balaräma traversed Våndävana, purifying the land with Their lotus
footprints.
Accompanied by the cowherd boys and Balaräma, Kåñëa brought forward
the cows and played on His flute as He entered the forest of Våndävana,
which was full of flowers, vegetation and pasturing grass. The Våndävana
forest was as sanctified as the clear mind of a devotee and was full of bees,
flowers and fruits. There were chirping birds and clear-water lakes, with
waters that could relieve one of all fatigue. Sweet-smelling breezes blew
always, refreshing the mind and body. Kåñëa, with His friends and
Balaräma, entered the forest and, seeing the favorable situation, desired
to enjoy the atmosphere to the fullest extent. Kåñëa saw all the trees,
overloaded with fruits and fresh twigs, bending down to touch the ground
as if welcoming Him by touching His lotus feet. He was very much pleased
by the behavior of the trees, fruits and flowers, and He began to smile,
realizing their desires.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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27. Kåñëa Glorifies His Big Brother
Kåñëa then spoke to His elder brother Balaräma as follows: “My dear
brother, You are superior to all of us, and Your lotus feet are worshiped
by the demigods. Just see how these trees, full with fruits and flowers,
have bent down to worship Your lotus feet. It appears that they are trying
to get out of the darkness that has obliged them to accept the form of
trees. Having held the impersonal point of view in their past lives, they
have been put into this stationary condition of life, but now they have the
opportunity of seeing You in Våndävana, and they are praying for further
advancement in spiritual life through Your personal association.
Generally, living entities in the mode of darkness obtain the bodies of
trees. The impersonalist philosophers are in that darkness, but they
eradicate it by taking full advantage of Your presence. I think the drones
that are buzzing all around You must have been Your devotees in their
past lives. They cannot leave Your company because no one can be a
better, more affectionate master than You. You are the supreme and
original Personality of Godhead, and the drones are just trying to spread
Your glories by chanting at every moment. I think some of them must be
great sages, devotees of Your Lordship, and they are disguising themselves
in the form of drones because they are unable to give up Your company
even for a moment. My dear brother, You are the supreme worshipable
Godhead. Just see how the peacocks are dancing before You in great
ecstasy. The deer, whose behavior is just like that of the gopés, are
welcoming You with the same affection. And the cuckoos who are
residing in this forest are welcoming You with their joyful, sweet cries
because they consider that Your appearance in their home is so
auspicious. Even though they are trees and animals, these residents of
Våndävana are glorifying You. They are prepared to welcome You to the
best of their ability, as is the practice of great souls in receiving another
great soul at home. As for the land, it is so pious and fortunate because
the footprints of Your lotus feet are marking its body. It is quite natural
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for these Våndävana inhabitants to thus receive a great personality like
You.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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28. Fun in the Forest
In this way, Lord Kåñëa and Balaräma began to enjoy the residents of
Våndävana to Their full satisfaction as They herded the calves and cows
on the bank of the Yamunä. In some places Kåñëa and Balaräma were
accompanied by Their friends. The boys were singing, imitating the
humming sound of the drones and accompanying Kåñëa and Balaräma,
who were garlanded with forest flowers. While walking, the boys
sometimes imitated the quacking sound of the swans in the lakes, or when
they saw the peacocks dancing, they imitated them before Kåñëa. Kåñëa
also moved His neck, imitating the dancing and making His friends laugh.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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29. Kåñëa’s Pastimes in the Forest with His Friends
The cows taken care of by Kåñëa had different names, and Kåñëa would
call them with love. After hearing Kåñëa calling, the cows would
immediately respond by mooing, and the boys would enjoy this exchange
to their hearts’ content. They would all imitate the sound vibrations made
by the different kinds of birds, especially the cakoras, peacocks, cuckoos
and bhäradväjas. Sometimes, when they would see the weaker animals
fleeing out of fear of the sounds of tigers and lions, the boys, along with
Kåñëa and Balaräma, would imitate the animals and run away with them.
When they felt some fatigue, they would sit down, and Balaräma would
put His head on the lap of one of the boys just to take rest, and Kåñëa
would immediately come and begin massaging the legs of Balaräma. And
sometimes Kåñëa would take a palm fan and fan the body of Balaräma,
causing a pleasing breeze to relieve Him of His fatigue. Other boys would
sometimes dance or sing while Balaräma took rest, and sometimes they
would wrestle amongst themselves or jump. When the boys were thus
engaged, Kåñëa would immediately join them, and catching their hands,
He would enjoy their company and laugh and praise their activities. When
Kåñëa would feel tired and fatigued, He would sometimes take shelter of
the root of a big tree or the lap of a cowherd boy and lie down. When He
would lie down with a boy or a root as His pillow, some of the boys would
come and massage His legs, and some would fan His body with a fan made
from leaves. Some of the more talented boys would sing in very sweet
voices to please Him. Thus very soon His fatigue would go away.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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30. Kåñëa Returns Home
When Kåñëa and Balaräma entered the village of Våndävana along with
Their friends, They played Their flutes, and the boys praised Their
uncommon activities in the forest. Their faces were decorated with tilaka
and smeared with the dust raised by the cows, and Kåñëa’s head was
decorated with a peacock feather. Both He and Balaräma played Their
flutes, and the young gopés were joyous to see Kåñëa returning home. All
the gopés in Våndävana remained very morose on account of Kåñëa’s
absence. All day they were thinking of Kåñëa in the forest or of Him
herding cows in the pasture. When they saw Kåñëa returning, all their
anxieties were immediately relieved, and they began to look at His face
the way drones hover over the honey of the lotus flower. When Kåñëa
entered the village, the young gopés smiled and laughed. And Kåñëa, while
playing the flute, enjoyed the beautiful smiling faces of the gopés.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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31. Yaçodä and Rohiëé Care for Their Sons
Then Kåñëa and Balaräma were immediately received by Their affectionate
mothers, Yaçodä and Rohiëé, who, according to the time’s demands, began
to fulfill the desires of their affectionate sons. Simultaneously, the mothers
rendered service and bestowed benediction upon their transcendental sons.
They took care of their children by bathing Them and dressing Them very
nicely. Kåñëa was dressed in yellowish garments, and Balaräma was dressed
in bluish garments, and They were given all sorts of ornaments and flower
garlands. Being relieved of the fatigue of Their day’s work in the pasturing
ground, They looked refreshed and very beautiful. They were given
palatable dishes by Their mothers, and They pleasantly ate everything.
After eating, They were seated nicely on clean bedding, and the mothers
began to sing various songs of Their activities. As soon as They lay down
on the bedding, They very quickly fell fast asleep. In this way, Kåñëa and
Balaräma used to enjoy Våndävana life as cowherd boys.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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32. Kåñëa’s Merciful Glance
Sometimes Kåñëa used to go with His boyfriends and Balaräma, and
sometimes He used to go alone with His friends to the bank of the Yamunä
and tend the cows. Gradually, the summer season arrived, and one day,
while in the field, the boys and cows became very thirsty and began to drink
the water of the Yamunä. The river, however, had been made poisonous by
the venom of the great serpent known as Käliya. Because the water was so
poisonous, the boys and cows became visibly affected immediately after
drinking. They suddenly fell down on the ground, apparently dead. Then
Kåñëa, who is the life of all that lives, simply cast His merciful glance over
them, and all the boys and cows regained consciousness and began to look
at one another with great astonishment. They could understand that by
drinking the water of the Yamunä they had died and that the merciful
glance of Kåñëa had restored their lives.
⎯ The Killing of Dhenukäsura
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33. Kåñëa Jumps Into the Yamunä
Lord Kåñëa saw the effect of the great serpent’s poison: the whole river that
ran before Våndävana was now deadly.
He immediately climbed up into a big kadamba tree on the bank of the
Yamunä. The kadamba is a tree bearing round yellow flowers that is
generally seen only in the Våndävana area. After climbing to the top of the
tree, He tightened His belt cloth and, slapping His arms just like a wrestler,
jumped into the midst of the poisonous lake. The kadamba tree from which
Kåñëa jumped was the only tree there which was not dead. Some
commentators say that due to being touched by the lotus feet of Kåñëa, the
tree immediately became alive. In some other Puräëas it is stated that
Garuòa, the eternal carrier of Viñëu, knew that Kåñëa would take this
action in the future, and so he put some nectar on this tree to preserve it.
When Lord Kåñëa jumped into the water, the river overflooded its banks
to a distance of one hundred yards, as if something very large had fallen
into it. This exhibition of Kåñëa’s strength is not at all uncommon, because
He is the reservoir of all strength.
⎯ Subduing Käliya
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34. Käliya Grabbed Kåñëa In His Coils
When Kåñëa was swimming about just like a great strong elephant, He
made a tumultuous sound, which the great black serpent Käliya could hear.
The tumult was intolerable for him, and he could understand that this was
an attempt to attack his home. Therefore he immediately came before
Kåñëa. Käliya saw that Kåñëa was indeed worth seeing because His body
was so beautiful and delicate; its color resembled that of a cloud, and His
feet resembled lotus flowers. He was decorated with Çrévatsa, jewels and
yellow garments. He was smiling with a beautiful face and playing in the
river Yamunä with great strength. But in spite of Kåñëa’s beautiful features,
Käliya felt great anger within his heart, and thus he grabbed Kåñëa with his
mighty coils.
Seeing the incredible way in which Kåñëa was enveloped in the coils of the
serpent, the affectionate cowherd boys and other inhabitants of Våndävana
immediately became stunned out of fear. They had dedicated everything to
Kåñëa: their lives, property, affection, activities—everything was for
Kåñëa—and when they saw Him in that condition, they became
overwhelmed with fear and fell down on the ground. All the cows, bulls and
small calves became overwhelmed with grief, and they began to look at
Him with great anxiety. Out of fear they could only cry in agony and stand
erect on the bank, unable to help their beloved Kåñëa.
⎯ Subduing Käliya
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35. All the Inhabitants of Våndävana Overwhelmed with Grief
All the inhabitants of Våndävana came out of the village to see Kåñëa. The
assembly consisted of children, old men, women, animals and all living
entities; they knew that Kåñëa was their only means of sustenance. While
this was happening, Balaräma, who is the master of all knowledge, stood
there simply smiling. He knew how powerful His younger brother was and
that there was no cause for anxiety when Kåñëa was fighting with an
ordinary serpent of the material world. He did not, therefore, personally
take any part in their sorrow. On the other hand, all the inhabitants of
Våndävana, being disturbed, began to search out Kåñëa by following the
impression of His footprints on the ground, and thus they moved hastily
toward the bank of the Yamunä. Finally, by following the footprints
marked with flag, bow and conchshell, the inhabitants of Våndävana
arrived at the riverbank and saw that all the cows and boys were weeping
to behold Kåñëa enwrapped in the coils of the black serpent. Then they
became still more overwhelmed with grief. While Balaräma was smiling to
see their lamentation, all the inhabitants of Vrajabhümi merged into the
ocean of grief because they thought that Kåñëa was finished. Although the
residents of Våndävana did not know much about Kåñëa, their love for Him
was beyond comparison. As soon as they saw that Kåñëa was in the river
Yamunä enveloped by the serpent Käliya and that all the boys and cows
were lamenting, they simply began to think of Kåñëa’s friendship, His
smiling face, His sweet words and His dealings with them. Thinking of all
these and seeing that their Kåñëa was now within the clutches of Käliya,
they at once felt that the three worlds had become vacant.
⎯ Subduing Käliya
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36. All the Inhabitants of Gokula Were Just on the Point of Death
When Mother Yaçodä arrived, she wanted to enter the river Yamunä, and
being checked, she fainted. Her friends, who were equally aggrieved, were
shedding tears like torrents of rain or waves of the river, but in order to
bring Mother Yaçodä to consciousness, they began to speak loudly about
the transcendental pastimes of Kåñëa. Mother Yaçodä remained still, as if
dead, because her consciousness was concentrated on the face of Kåñëa.
Nanda and all the other cowherd men, who had dedicated everything,
including their lives, to Kåñëa, were ready to enter the waters of the
Yamunä, but Lord Balaräma checked them because He was in perfect
knowledge that there was no danger. For two hours Kåñëa remained like
an ordinary child gripped in the coils of Käliya, but when He saw that all
the inhabitants of Gokula—including His mother and father, the gopés, the
boys and the cows—were just on the point of death and that they had no
shelter for salvation from imminent death, Kåñëa immediately freed
Himself.
⎯ Subduing Käliya
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37. Summer In Våndävana
While Kåñëa and Balaräma were enjoying life in Våndävana in the midst of
the cowherd boys and girls, the season gradually changed to summer. The
summer season in India is not very much welcomed because of the
excessive heat, but in Våndävana everyone was pleased because summer
there appeared just like spring. This was possible only because Lord Kåñëa
and Balaräma, who are the controllers even of Lord Brahmä and Lord Çiva,
were residing there. In Våndävana there are many falls which are always
pouring water, and the sound is so sweet that it covers the sound of the
crickets. And because water flows all over, the forest always looks very
green and beautiful.
The inhabitants of Våndävana were never disturbed by the scorching heat
of the sun or the high summer temperatures. The lakes of Våndävana are
surrounded by green grasses, and various kinds of lotus flowers bloom
there, such as the kahlära, kaïja and utpala, and the air blowing in
Våndävana carries the aromatic pollen of those lotus flowers. When the
particles of water from the waves of the Yamunä, the lakes and the
waterfalls touched the bodies of the inhabitants of Våndävana, they
automatically felt a cooling effect. Therefore they were practically
undisturbed by the summer season.
⎯ Killing the Demon Pralambäsura
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38. Våndävana Is Such a Nice Place
Våndävana is such a nice place. Flowers are always blooming, and there are
even various kinds of decorated deer. Birds are chirping, peacocks are
crowing and dancing, and bees are humming. The cuckoos there sing nicely
in five kinds of tunes.
Kåñëa, the reservoir of pleasure, blowing His flute, accompanied by His
elder brother Balaräma and the other cowherd boys and the cows, entered
the beautiful forest of Våndävana to enjoy the atmosphere. They walked
into the midst of newly grown leaves of trees whose flowers resembled
peacock feathers. They were garlanded by those flowers and decorated
with saffron chalk. Sometimes they were dancing and singing and
sometimes wrestling with one another. While Kåñëa danced, some of the
cowherd boys sang and others played on flutes; some bugled on buffalo
horns or clapped their hands, praising Kåñëa, “Dear brother, You are
dancing very nicely”….. Up to that time, neither Balaräma nor Kåñëa had
undergone the haircutting ceremony; therefore Their hair was clustered
like crows’ feathers. They were always playing hide-and-seek with Their
boyfriends or jumping or fighting with them. Sometimes, while His friends
were chanting and dancing, Kåñëa would praise them, “My dear friends,
you are dancing and singing very nicely.” The boys played at catching ball
with fruits such as bael and ämalaka. They played blindman’s buff,
challenging and touching one another. Sometimes they imitated the forest
deer and various kinds of birds. They joked with one another by imitating
croaking frogs, and they enjoyed swinging underneath the trees. Sometimes
they would play amongst themselves like a king and his subjects. In this
way, Balaräma and Kåñëa, along with all Their friends, played all kinds of
sports and enjoyed the soothing atmosphere of Våndävana, full of rivers,
lakes, rivulets, fine trees and excellent gardens filled with fruits and flowers.
⎯ Killing the Demon Pralambäsura
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39. Maybe He Is the Supreme Personality of Godhead
One day, without understanding the intricacies of Kåñëa, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and without knowing His uncommon spiritual
opulences, the innocent cowherd boys and men of Våndävana began to
discuss His wonderful activities, which surpass the activities of all men.
One of them said, “My dear friends, considering His wonderful activities,
how is it possible that such an uncommon boy would come and live with
us in Våndävana? It is really not possible. Just imagine! He is now only
seven years old! How is it possible for Him to lift Govardhana Hill in
one hand and hold it up just as the king of elephants holds a lotus flower?
To lift a lotus flower is a most insignificant thing for an elephant, and
similarly Kåñëa lifted Govardhana Hill without exertion. When He was
simply a small baby and could not even see properly, He killed a great
demon, Pütanä. While sucking her breast, He also sucked out her life air.
Kåñëa killed the Pütanä demon exactly as eternal time kills a living
creature in due course. When He was only three months old, He was
sleeping underneath a hand-driven cart. Being hungry for His mother’s
breast, He began to cry and throw His legs upwards. And from the kicking
of His small feet the cart immediately broke apart and fell to pieces.
When He was only one year old, He was carried away by the Tåëävarta
demon disguised as a whirlwind, and although He was taken very high in
the sky, He simply hung on the neck of the demon and forced him to fall
from the sky and immediately die. Once His mother, being disturbed by
His stealing butter, tied Him to a wooden mortar, and the child pulled it
toward a pair of trees known as yamala-arjuna and caused them to fall.
Once, when He was engaged in tending the calves in the forest along with
His elder brother, Balaräma, a demon named Bakäsura appeared, and
Kåñëa at once bifurcated the demon’s beak. When the demon known as
Vatsäsura entered among the calves tended by Kåñëa with a desire to kill
Him, He immediately detected the demon, killed him and threw him into
a tree. When Kåñëa, along with His brother, Balaräma, entered the
Tälavana forest, the demon known as Dhenukäsura, in the shape of an
ass, attacked Them and was immediately killed by Balaräma, who
caught his hind legs and threw him into a palm tree. Although the
Dhenukäsura demon was assisted by his cohorts, also in the shape of
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asses, all were killed, and the Tälavana forest was then open for the use
of the animals and inhabitants of Våndävana. When Pralambäsura
entered amongst Kåñëa’s cowherd boyfriends, Kåñëa caused him to be
killed by Balaräma. Thereafter, Kåñëa saved His friends and cows from
a severe forest fire, and He chastised the Käliya serpent in the lake of the
Yamunä River and forced him to leave the vicinity of the Yamunä; He
thereby made the water of the Yamunä poisonless.”
Another one of the friends of Nanda Mahäräja said, “My dear Nanda, we
do not know why we are so attracted by your son Kåñëa. We want to forget
Him, but this is impossible. Why are we so naturally affectionate toward
Him? Just imagine how wonderful it is! On one hand He is only a boy of
seven years, and on the other hand there is a huge hill like Govardhana
Hill, and He lifted it so easily! O Nanda Mahäräja, we are now in great
doubt—your son Kåñëa must be one of the demigods. He is not at all an
ordinary boy. Maybe He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
⎯ Wonderful Kåñëa
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Getting to Know Kåñëa, the Adolescent
⎯ An Introduction to His Kaiçora-lélä ⎯
Kåñëa is beautiful at His different ages—namely His childhood, His
boyhood and His youth. Out of these three, His youth is the reservoir of
all pleasures and is the time when the highest varieties of devotional
service are acceptable. At that age, Kåñëa is full with all transcendental
qualities and is engaged in His transcendental pastimes. Therefore,
devotees have accepted the beginning of His youth as the most attractive
feature in ecstatic love.
At this age Kåñëa is described as follows: “The force of Kåñëa’s youth was
combined with His beautiful smile, which defeated even the beauty of the
full moon. He was always nicely dressed, in beauty surpassing even Cupid,
and He was always attracting the minds of the gopés, who were thereby
always feeling pleasure.”
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 21
(Qualities of Çré Kåñëa)
It is at this age that devotees generally most appreciate Kåñëa. Kåñëa with
Rädhäräëé is worshiped as Kiçora-kiçoré. Kåñëa does not increase His age
(and) although He is the oldest personality and has innumerable different
forms, His original form is always youthful. In the pictures of Kåñëa on the
Battlefield of Kurukñetra we can see that He is youthful, although at that
time He was old enough to have sons, grandsons and great-grandsons.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 42
(Fraternal Loving Affairs)
Kåñëa’s kaiçora age may be divided into three parts. In the beginning of
His kaiçora age—that is, at the beginning of His eleventh year—the luster
of His body becomes so bright that it becomes an impetus for ecstatic love.
Similarly, there are reddish borders around His eyes, and a growth of soft
hairs on His body. In describing this early stage of His kaiçora age,
Kundalatä, one of the residents of Våndävana, said to her friend, “My dear
friend, I have just seen an extraordinary beauty appearing in the person of
Kåñëa. His blackish bodily hue appears just like the indranéla jewel. There
are reddish signs on His eyes, and small soft hairs are coming out on His
body. The appearance of these symptoms has made Him extraordinarily
beautiful.”
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In this connection, in the Tenth Canto, 21st Chapter, 5th verse, of ÇrémadBhägavatam, Çukadeva Gosvämé tells King Parékñit, “My dear King, I shall
try to describe how the minds of the gopés became absorbed in thought of
Kåñëa. The gopés would meditate on Kåñëa’s dressing Himself just like a
dancing actor and entering the forest of Våndävana, marking the ground
with His footprints. They meditated on Kåñëa’s having a helmet with a
peacock feather and wearing earrings on His ears and yellow-gold colored
garments covered with jewels and pearls. They also meditated on Kåñëa’s
blowing His flute and on all the cowherd boys’ singing of the glories of the
Lord.” That is the description of the meditation which the gopés used to
perform.
Sometimes the gopés would think about His soft nails, His moving
eyebrows and His teeth, which were catechu-colored from chewing pan.
One description was given by a gopé to her friend: “My dear friend, just see
how the enemy of Agha has assumed such wonderful features! His brows
are just like the bow of Cupid, and they are moving just as though they were
dancing. The tips of His nails are so soft—it is as if they were dried bamboo
leaves. His teeth are reddish, and so it appears that He has assumed a feature
of anger. Under the circumstances, where is the chance for a young girl not
to be attracted by such beautiful features and not to be afraid of becoming a
victim to such beauty?”
When Kåñëa arrived at the age of thirteen to fourteen years, His two arms
and chest assumed an unspeakable beauty, and His whole form became
simply enchanting. When Kåñëa attained thirteen years of age, His two
thighs were challenging the trunks of elephants, His rising chest was trying
to come to peace talks with doors of jewels, and His two arms were
minimizing the value of the bolts found on doors. Who can describe the
wonderful beauty of these features of Kåñëa? The special beauty of
Kåñëa’s body was His mild smiling, His restless eyes and His world
enchanting songs. These are the special features of this age.
There is a statement in this connection that Kåñëa, on arriving at this age,
manifested such beautiful bodily features that His restless eyes became the
playthings of Cupid, and His mild smile resembled the newly grown lotus
flower. The enchanting vibration of His songs became a great impediment
to the young girls, who were supposed to remain chaste and faithful to their
husbands.
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At this age Kåñëa enjoyed the räsa-lélä, exhibiting His power of joking with
the cowherd girls and enjoying their company in the bushes of the gardens
by the bank of the Yamunä.
There is the following statement by one gopé, describing Kåñëa’s attractive
feature during this age: “My dear friend, just see how all of a sudden in the
sky of Kåñëa there is a powerful rising sun and how this rising sun is
minimizing the rays of our chastity moon. Our attraction for Kåñëa is so
intense that it is drying up the lotus flower of our discrimination, and we are
losing our senses in deciding whether we shall continue as chaste women or
be victimized by the beauty of Kåñëa. My dear friend, I think that we have
lost all hope of life!”
In the kaiçora age, beginning from the eleventh year and continuing up to
the end of the fifteenth year, Kåñëa’s arms, legs and thighs became marked
with three divisional lines. At that time Kåñëa’s chest challenged a hill of
marakata jewels, His arms challenged pillars of the indranéla jewel, the
three lines of His waist challenged the waves of the river Yamunä, and His
thighs challenged beautiful bananas. One gopé said, “With all these
exquisite features of His body, Kåñëa is too extraordinarily beautiful, and
therefore I am always thinking of Him to protect me, because He is the killer
of all demons.”
The idea expressed in this statement is that the gopés were comparing their
attraction for Kåñëa to an attack by demons; and to counteract their
attraction for the beauty of Kåñëa, they were also turning to Kåñëa
hopefully, because He is the killer of all kinds of demons. In other words,
they were perplexed, because on one hand they were attracted by the
beauty of Kåñëa, and on the other they needed Kåñëa to drive away the
demon of such attraction.
This kaiçora age can be translated as adolescence. At the end of this period
all the gopés said, “Kåñëa is the killer of the attraction of Cupid, and as such
He disturbs the patience of all newly married girls. Kåñëa’s bodily features
have become so exquisite—it is as if they were all manifesting an artistic
sense of the highest sort. His dancing eyes have dimmed the brilliance of the
most expert dancer, and so there is no longer any comparison to the beauty
of Kåñëa.” Learned scholars therefore describe the features of His body at
this time as nava-yauvana, newly invented youthfulness. At this stage of
Kåñëa’s bodily features, the conjugal loving affairs with the gopés and
similar pastimes become very prominent.
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There are six features of conjugal loving affairs, called peacemaking,
picking a quarrel, going to meet one’s lover, sitting together, separation
and support. Lord Kåñëa expanded an empire of these six features, of
which He was the ruling prince. Somewhere He was picking quarrels with
the young girls, somewhere He was scratching them with the nails of
parrots, somewhere He was busy going to visit the gopés, and somewhere
He was negotiating through cowherd friends to take shelter of the gopés.
Some of the gopés addressed Him thus: “Dear Kåñëa, because of Your
adolescent age, You have just become the spiritual master of these young
girls, and You are teaching them to whisper among themselves. You are
teaching them to offer solemn prayers, as well as training them to cheat their
husbands and to join You in the gardens at night, without caring for the
instructions of their superiors. You are enthusing them by the vibration of
Your enchanting flute; and, as their teacher, You are teaching them all the
intricacies of loving affairs.”
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 26 (Stimulation for Ecstatic Love)
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40. Kåñëa Vibrates His Transcendental Flute
With the arrival of the beautiful autumn season, the waters in the lakes
and rivers became as clear as crystal and filled with fragrant lotus flowers,
and breezes blew very pleasantly. At that time Kåñëa entered the forest of
Våndävana with the cows and cowherd boys. Kåñëa was very much pleased
with the atmosphere of the forest, where flowers bloomed and bees and
drones hummed very jubilantly. While the birds, trees and plants were all
looking very happy, Kåñëa, tending the cows and accompanied by Çré
Balaräma and the cowherd boys, began to vibrate His transcendental flute.
After hearing the vibration of the flute of Kåñëa, the gopés in Våndävana
remembered Him and began to talk amongst themselves about how nicely
Kåñëa was playing His flute. When the gopés were describing the sweet
vibration of Kåñëa’s flute, they also remembered their pastimes with Him;
thus their minds became disturbed, and they were unable to describe
completely the beautiful vibration. While discussing the transcendental
vibration, they remembered also how Kåñëa dressed, decorated with a
peacock feather on His head, just like a dancing actor, and with blue
flowers pushed over His ear. His garment glowed yellow-gold, and He was
garlanded with a Vaijayanté necklace. Dressed in such an attractive way,
Kåñëa filled up the holes of His flute with the nectar emanating from His
lips. So they remembered Him, entering the forest of Våndävana, which is
always glorified by the footprints of Kåñëa and His companions.
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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41. The Gopés Are Captivated by the Sound of Kåñëa’s Flute
Kåñëa was very expert in playing the flute, and the gopés were captivated
by the sound vibration, which was attractive not only to them but to all
living creatures who heard it. One of the gopés told her friends, “The
highest perfection of the eyes is to see Kåñëa and Balaräma entering the
forest and playing Their flutes and tending the cows with Their
friends”…..Another gopé expressed her opinion that Kåñëa and Balaräma,
while tending the cows with the cowherd boys, appeared just like actors
going to play on a dramatic stage. Kåñëa was dressed in glowing garments
of yellow, Balaräma in blue, and They held new twigs of mango tree,
peacock feathers and bunches of flowers in Their hands. Dressed with
garlands of lotus flowers, They were sometimes singing very sweetly
among Their friends. One gopé told her friends, “How is it Kåñëa and
Balaräma are looking so beautiful?” Another gopé said, “My dear
friends, we cannot even think of His bamboo flute—what sort of pious
activities did it execute so that it is now enjoying the nectar of the lips of
Kåñëa, which is actually the property of us gopés?” Kåñëa sometimes
kisses the gopés; therefore the transcendental nectar of His lips is available
only to them. So the gopés asked, “How is it possible that the flute, which
is nothing but a bamboo rod, is always engaged in enjoying the nectar
from Kåñëa’s lips? Because the flute is engaged in the service of the
Supreme Lord, the mother and the father of the flute must be happy.”
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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42. Everyone Is Captivated!
Another gopé spoke thus to her friends about Kåñëa: “Dear friend, our
Våndävana is proclaiming the glories of this entire earth because this
planet is glorified by the lotus footprints of the son of Devaké. Besides
that, when Govinda plays His flute, the peacocks immediately become
mad, as if they had heard the rumbling of a new cloud. When all the
animals and trees and plants, either on the top of Govardhana Hill or in
the valley, see the dancing of the peacocks, they all stand still and listen
to the transcendental sound of the flute with great attention. We think
that this boon is not possible or available on any other planet.”
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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43. The Deer Are Especially Fortunate.
Another gopé said, “My dear friends, just see the deer! Although they are
dumb animals, they have approached the son of Mahäräja Nanda, Kåñëa.
Not only are they attracted by the dress of Kåñëa and Balaräma, but as
soon as they hear the playing of the flute, the deer, along with their
husbands, offer respectful obeisances unto the Lord by looking at Him
with great affection.” The gopés were envious of the deer because the deer
were able to offer their service to Kåñëa along with their husbands. The
gopés thought themselves not so fortunate because whenever they wanted
to go to Kåñëa, their husbands were not very happy.
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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44. Even the Cows and Calves Are Charmed by Kåñëa’s Fluteplaying
Another gopé said to her friends, “My dear friends, the cows are also
charmed as soon as they hear the transcendental sound of the flute of
Kåñëa. It sounds to them like the pouring of nectar, and they immediately
spread their long ears just to catch the liquid nectar of the flute. As for the
calves, they are seen with the nipples of their mothers pressed in their
mouths, but they cannot suck the milk. They remain struck with devotion,
and tears glide down from their eyes, illustrating vividly how they are
embracing Kåñëa heart to heart.” These phenomena indicate that even the
cows and calves in Våndävana knew how to cry for Kåñëa and embrace
Him heart to heart. Actually, the perfection of Kåñëa consciousness can be
culminated in the shedding of tears from the eyes.
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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45. The Birds and the Yamunä Are Also Captivated
Another young gopé told her mother, “My dear Mother, the birds, who
are all looking at Kåñëa playing on His flute, are sitting very attentively
on the branches and twigs of different trees. From their features it appears
that they have forgotten everything and are engaged only in hearing
Kåñëa’s flute. This proves that they are not ordinary birds; they are great
sages and devotees, and just to hear Kåñëa’s flute they have appeared in
Våndävana forest as birds”….. Even the river Yamunä, very much
desiring to embrace the lotus feet of Kåñëa after hearing the
transcendental vibration of His flute, broke her fierce waves to flow very
nicely with lotus flowers in her hands, just to present flowers to Mukunda
with deep feeling.
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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46. How Fortunate Is Govardhana Hill
Another gopé began to praise the unique position of Govardhana Hill in
this way: “How fortunate is this Govardhana Hill, for it is enjoying the
association of Lord Kåñëa and Balaräma, who are accustomed to
walking on it. Thus Govardhana is always in touch with the lotus feet of
the Lord. And because Govardhana Hill is so obliged to Lord Kåñëa and
Balaräma, it is supplying different kinds of fruits, roots and herbs, as
well as very pleasing crystal water from its lakes, in presentation to the
Lord. The best presentation offered by Govardhana Hill, however, is
newly grown grass for the cows and calves. Govardhana Hill knows how
to please the Lord by pleasing His most beloved associates, the cows and
the cowherd boys.”
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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47. Everything Appears Wonderful When Kåñëa and Balaräma
Play on Their Flutes
Another gopé said, “Everything appears wonderful when Kåñëa and
Balaräma travel in the forest of Våndävana playing Their flutes and
making intimate friendship with all kinds of moving and nonmoving
living creatures. When Kåñëa and Balaräma play on Their transcendental
flutes, the moving creatures become stunned and stop their activities, and
the nonmoving living creatures, like trees and plants, begin to shiver with
ecstasy. These are the wonderful reactions to the vibration of the
transcendental flutes of Kåñëa and Balaräma.”
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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48. The Gopés Were Always Absorbed in Thinking of Kåñëa
While Kåñëa was engaged in tending the cows in the forest of Våndävana
or on Govardhana Hill, the gopés in the village were always absorbed in
thinking of Him and discussing His different pastimes. This is the perfect
example of Kåñëa consciousness: to somehow or other remain always
engrossed in thoughts of Kåñëa….. The gopés were not born in very high
brähmaëa or kñatriya families; they were born in the families of vaiçyas,
and not in big mercantile communities but in the families of cowherd men.
They were not very well educated, although they heard all sorts of
knowledge from the brähmaëas, the authorities of Vedic knowledge. The
gopés’ only purpose was to remain always absorbed in thoughts of Kåñëa.
⎯ The Gopés Attracted by the Flute
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49. Please Come Alone and Take Your Clothes
Early in the morning, the gopés used to go to the bank of the Yamunä to
take a bath. They would assemble together and, holding one another’s
hands, loudly sing of the wonderful pastimes of Kåñëa. It is an old system
among Indian girls and women that when they take a bath in the river they
place their garments on the bank and dip into the water completely naked.
The portion of the river where the girls and women bathe was strictly
prohibited to any male, and this is still the system…..Appearing on the
scene, Kåñëa immediately collected all the garments of the gopés, climbed
up into a nearby tree, and with a smiling face began to speak to them.
“My dear girls,” He said, “please come here one after another and pray
for your garments and then take them away. I’m not joking with you. I’m
just telling the truth. I have no desire to play any joke with you, for you
are tired from observing the regulative principles for one month by
worshiping Goddess Kätyäyané. Please do not come here all at once.
Come alone; I want to see each of you in your complete beauty, for you
all have thin waists. I have requested you to come alone. Now please
comply.”
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50. The Gopés’ Dilemma
When the girls in the water heard such joking words from Kåñëa, they
began to look at one another and smile. They were very joyous to hear
such a request from Kåñëa because they were already in love with Him.
Out of shyness, they looked at one another, but they could not come out
of the water because they were naked. Due to remaining in the water for
a long time, they felt cold and were shivering, yet upon hearing the
pleasing joking words of Govinda, their minds were perturbed with great
joy. They told Kåñëa, “Dear son of Nanda Mahäräja, please do not joke
with us in that way. It is completely unjust to us. You are a very
respectable boy because You are the son of Nanda Mahäräja, and You
are very dear to us, but You should not play this joke on us, because now
we are all shivering from the cold water. Kindly deliver our garments
immediately; otherwise we shall suffer.” They then began to appeal to
Kåñëa with great submission. “Dear Çyämasundara,” they said, “we are
all Your eternal servitors. Whatever You order us to do, we are obliged to
perform without hesitation because we consider it our religious duty. But
if You insist on putting this proposal to us, which is impossible to
perform, then certainly we will have to go to Nanda Mahäräja and lodge
a complaint against You. If Nanda Mahäräja does not take action, then
we shall tell King Kaàsa about Your misbehavior.”
Upon hearing this appeal by the unmarried gopés, Kåñëa answered, “My
dear girls, if you think that you are My eternal servitors and you are
always ready to execute My order, then My request is that, with your
smiling faces, you please come here alone, one after another, and take
away your garments. If you do not come here, however, and if you lodge
complaints with My father, I shall not care anyway, for I know My father
is old and cannot take any action against Me.”
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51. The Gopés’ Innermost Desire Fulfilled
When the gopés saw that Kåñëa was strong and determined, they had no
alternative but to abide by His order. One after another they came out of
the water, but because they were completely naked, they tried to cover
their nakedness by placing their left hand over their pubic area. In that
posture they were all shivering. Their simple presentation was so pure that
Lord Kåñëa immediately became pleased with them. All the unmarried
gopés who prayed to Kätyäyané to have Kåñëa as their husband were thus
satisfied. A woman cannot be naked before any male except her husband.
The unmarried gopés desired Kåñëa as their husband, and He fulfilled their
desire in this way. Being pleased with them, He took their garments on His
shoulder and began to speak as follows: “My dear girls, you have
committed a great offense by going naked in the river Yamunä. Because
of this, the predominating deity of the Yamunä, Varuëadeva, has become
displeased with you. Please, therefore, just touch your foreheads with
folded palms and bow down before the demigod Varuëa in order to be
excused from this offensive act.” The gopés were all simple souls, and
whatever Kåñëa said they took to be true. In order to be freed from the
wrath of Varuëadeva, as well as to fulfill the desired end of their vows and
ultimately to please their worshipable Lord, Kåñëa, they immediately
abided by His order. Thus they became the greatest lovers of Kåñëa, and
His most obedient servitors.
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52. Just Look at These Most Fortunate Trees of Våndävana
Later Kåñëa, in the company of His cowherd boyfriends, took shelter of
the shade of some trees and became very happy. Thus He addressed the
inhabitants of Våndävana: “My dear Stoka-kåñëa, My dear Varüthapa,
My dear Bhadrasena, My dear Çrédämä, My dear Subala, My dear
Arjuna, My dear Viçäla, My dear Våñabha—just look at these most
fortunate trees of Våndävana. They have dedicated their lives to the
welfare of others. Individually they are tolerating all kinds of natural
disturbances, such as hurricanes, torrents of rain, scorching heat and
piercing cold, but they are very careful to relieve our fatigue and give us
shelter. My dear friends, I think they are glorified in this birth as trees.
They are so careful to give shelter to others that they are like noble, highly
elevated charitable men who never deny charity to one who approaches
them. No one is denied shelter by these trees. They supply various kinds
of facilities to human society, such as leaves, flowers, fruit, shade, roots,
bark, flavor extracts and fuel. They are the perfect example of noble life.
They are like a noble person who has sacrificed everything possible—his
body, mind, activities, intelligence and words—for the welfare of all
living entities.”
Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead walked on the bank of the
Yamunä, touching the leaves of the trees and their fruits, flowers and twigs
and praising their glorious welfare activities.
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53. The Brähmaëas’ Wives Saw Kåñëa Face to Face
The brähmaëas’ wives (entered the forest and) saw Kåñëa with a blackish
complexion, wearing a garment that glittered like gold. He wore a nice
garland of forest flowers and a peacock feather on His head. He was also
painted with the minerals found in Våndävana, and He looked exactly like
a dancing actor on a theatrical stage. They saw Him resting one hand on
the shoulder of His friend, and in His other hand He was holding a lotus
flower. His ears were decorated with lilies, He wore marks of tilaka, and
He was smiling charmingly. With their very eyes the wives of the
brähmaëas saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead, of whom they had
heard so much, who was so dear to them, and in whom their minds were
always absorbed. Now they saw Him eye to eye and face to face, and Kåñëa
entered within their hearts through their eyes. Within themselves they
began to embrace Kåñëa to their hearts’ content, and the distress of
separation was mitigated immediately.
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54. Kåñëa Desires to Dance with the Gopés
When Kåñëa, the supreme enjoyer, desired to enjoy the company of the
gopés on that full-moon night of the çarat season, exactly at that very
moment the moon, the lord of the stars, appeared in the sky, displaying its
most beautiful features…..When the full moon rose in the east, it tinged
everything with a reddish color. With the rising of the moon, the whole sky
appeared smeared by red kuìkuma. When a husband long separated from
his wife returns home, he decorates the face of his wife with red kuìkuma.
This long-expected moonrise of the çarat season was thus smearing the
eastern sky. The appearance of the moon increased Kåñëa’s desire to dance
with the gopés. The forests were filled with fragrant flowers. The
atmosphere was cooling and festive. When Lord Kåñëa began to blow His
flute, the gopés all over Våndävana became enchanted. Their attraction to
the vibration of the flute increased a thousand times due to the rising full
moon, the red horizon, the calm and cool atmosphere and the blossoming
flowers. All the gopés were by nature very much attracted to Kåñëa’s
beauty, and when they heard the vibration of His flute, they became
apparently lustful to satisfy the senses of Kåñëa.
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55. The Gopés Immediately Rush to Vaàçévaöa
Immediately upon hearing the vibration of the flute, the gopés all left their
respective engagements and proceeded to the spot where Kåñëa was
standing. While they ran very swiftly, their earrings swung back and forth.
They all rushed toward the place known as Vaàçévaöa. Some of them were
engaged in milking cows, but they left their milking business half finished
and immediately went to Kåñëa. One of them had just collected milk and
put it in a milk pan on the stove to boil, but she did not care whether the
milk overboiled and spilled—she immediately left to go see Kåñëa. Some
of them were breast-feeding their small babies, and some were engaged in
distributing food to the members of their families, but they left all such
engagements and immediately rushed toward the spot where Kåñëa was
playing His flute. Some were engaged in serving their husbands, and some
were themselves engaged in eating, but caring neither to serve their
husbands nor eat, they immediately left. Some of them wanted to decorate
their faces with cosmetic ointments and to dress themselves very nicely
before going to Kåñëa, but unfortunately they could not finish their
cosmetic decorations or put on their clothes in the right way because of
their anxiety to meet Kåñëa immediately. Their faces were decorated
hurriedly and were haphazardly finished; some even put the lower part of
their clothes on the upper part of their bodies and the upper part on the
lower part.
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56. Just Like Perfect Yogés
While all the gopés were hurriedly leaving their respective places (after
hearing Kåñëa’s flute song) , their husbands, brothers and fathers were all
struck with wonder to know where they were going. Being young girls, they
were protected either by husbands, elder brothers or fathers. All their
guardians forbade them to go to Kåñëa, but they disregarded them…..
Some of the gopés were factually detained from going to Kåñëa by their
husbands and were locked up by force within their rooms. Being unable to
go to Kåñëa, they began to meditate upon His transcendental form by
closing their eyes. They already had the form of Kåñëa within their
minds….. The gopés who could not personally go to Kåñëa began to
meditate on Him as perfect yogés.
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57. A Master of Word Jugglery
When all the gopés assembled before Kåñëa, He began to speak to them,
welcoming them as well as discouraging them by word jugglery…..“O
ladies of Våndävana,” Kåñëa said, “you are very fortunate, and you are
very dear to Me. I am very much pleased that you have come here, and I
hope everything is well in Våndävana. Now please order Me. What can I
do for you? What is the purpose of your coming here in the dead of night?
Kindly take your seats and let Me know what I can do for you.”
The gopés had come to Kåñëa to enjoy His company, to dance with Him,
embrace Him and kiss Him, and when Kåñëa began to receive them very
officially, showing all kinds of etiquette, they were surprised. He was
treating them like ordinary society women. Therefore they began to smile
among themselves, and though they very eagerly listened to Kåñëa talk in
that way, they were surprised. Then Kåñëa began to instruct them: “My
dear friends, you must know that it is now the dead of night and the forest
is very dangerous. At this time all the ferocious jungle animals—the
tigers, bears, jackals and wolves—are prowling in the forest. Therefore it
is very dangerous for you. You cannot select a secure place now.
Everywhere you go you will find that all these animals are loitering to
find their prey. I think, therefore, that you are taking a great risk in
coming here in the dead of night. Please turn back immediately, without
delay…..My dear friends, I can understand that you have left your homes
without the permission of your guardians; therefore I think your mothers,
your fathers, your elder brothers and even your sons, and what to speak
of your husbands, must be very anxious to find you. As long as you are
here, they must be searching in different places, and their minds must be
very agitated. So don’t tarry. Please go back and make them peaceful.”
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58. Have You Come to See the Beautiful Våndävana Forest?
When the gopés appeared to be a little bit disturbed and angry from
hearing the free advice of Kåñëa, they diverted their attention to looking
at the beauty of the forest. At that time the whole forest was illuminated
by the bright shining of the moon, and the air was blowing very silently
over the blooming flowers, and the green leaves of the trees were moving
in the breeze. Kåñëa took the opportunity of their looking at the forest to
advise them. “I think you have come out to see the beautiful Våndävana
forest on this night,” He said, “but you must now be satisfied. So return
to your homes without delay. I understand that you are all very chaste
women, so now that you have seen the beautiful atmosphere of the
Våndävana forest, please return home and engage in the faithful service
of your respective husbands. Some of you must have babies by this time,
although you are very young. You must have left your small babies at
home, and they must be crying. Please immediately go back home and
just feed them with your breast milk. I can also understand that you have
very great affection for Me, and out of that transcendental affection you
have come here, hearing My playing on the flute. Your feelings of love
and affection for Me are very appropriate because I am the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. All living creatures are My parts and parcels,
and naturally they are affectionate to Me. So this affection for Me is very
welcome, and I congratulate you for this. Now you can go back to your
homes.”
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59. The Gopés Became Full of Anxiety
When Kåñëa spoke in such a discouraging way to the gopés, they became
very sad, for they thought that their desire to enjoy the räsa dance with
Kåñëa would be frustrated. Thus they became full of anxiety. Out of great
sadness, the gopés began to breathe very heavily. Instead of looking at
Kåñëa face to face, they bowed their heads and looked at the ground, and
they began to draw various types of curved lines on the ground with their
toes. They were shedding heavy tears, and their cosmetic decorations were
being washed from their faces. The water from their eyes mixed with the
kuìkuma on their breasts and fell to the ground. They could not say
anything to Kåñëa but simply stood there silently. By their silence they
expressed that their hearts were grievously wounded….. Although they
were depressed by the words of Kåñëa, they did not like to use harsh words
against Him. Yet they wanted to rebuke Kåñëa for His unkind words, and
therefore they began to speak in faltering voices. They did not like to use
harsh words against Kåñëa because He was their dearmost, their heart and
soul. The gopés had only Kåñëa within their hearts. They were completely
surrendered and dedicated souls. Naturally, when they heard such unkind
words, they tried to reply, but in the attempt torrents of tears fell from
their eyes. Finally they managed to speak…..
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60. Please Don’t Talk in Such a Cruel Way!
“Kåñëa,” they said, “You are very cruel! You should not talk like that.
We are full-fledged surrendered souls. Please accept us, and don’t talk in
that cruel way. Of course, You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and can do whatever You like, but it is not worthy of Your position to
treat us in such a cruel way. We have come to You, leaving everything
behind, just to take shelter of Your lotus feet. We know that You are
completely independent and can do whatever You like, but we request
You, don’t reject us. We are Your devotees.…..O dear Kåñëa,” they
continued, “You are the supreme instructor. There is no doubt about it.
Your instructions to women to be faithful to their husbands and merciful
to their children, to take care of household affairs and to be obedient to
the elder members of the family, are surely just according to the tenets of
the çästras. But we know that one may perfectly observe all these
instructions of the çästras by keeping oneself under the protection of Your
lotus feet. Our husbands, friends, family members and children are all
dear and pleasing to us only because of Your presence, for You are the
Supersoul of all living creatures. Without Your presence, one is worthless.
When You leave the body, the body immediately dies, and according to
the injunction of the çästras, a dead body must immediately be thrown
into a river or burned. Therefore, ultimately You are the dearmost
personality in this world. By placing our faith and love in Your
personality, we are assured of never being bereft of husband, friends, sons
or daughters. If a woman accepts You as the supreme husband, then she
will never be bereft of her husband, as in the bodily concept of life. If we
accept You as our ultimate husband, then there is no question of being
separated, divorced or widowed. You are the eternal husband, eternal son,
eternal friend and eternal master, and one who enters into a relationship
with You is eternally happy. Since You are the teacher of all religious
principles, Your lotus feet have to be worshiped first. Accordingly, the
çästras state, äcärya-upäsanä: the worship of Your lotus feet is the first
principle. Besides that, as stated in the Bhagavad-gétä, You are the only
enjoyer, You are the only proprietor, and You are the only friend. As such,
we have come to You, leaving aside all so-called friends, society and love,
and now You have become our enjoyer. Let us be everlastingly enjoyed
by You. Be our proprietor, for that is Your natural claim, and be our
supreme friend, for You are naturally so. Let us thus embrace You as the
supreme beloved.”
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61. Oh Kåñëa, We Are Captivated Simply by Seeing You!
“Dear Kåñëa, we have simply been captivated by seeing You with tilaka
and with earrings and by seeing Your beautiful face covered with
scattered hair and bearing Your extraordinary smile. Not only that, but
we are also attracted by Your arms, which always give assurance to the
surrendered souls. And although we are also attracted by Your chest,
which is always embraced by the goddess of fortune, we do not wish to
take her position. We shall simply be satisfied by being Your
maidservants. If You accuse us, however, of encouraging prostitution,
then we can only ask, Where is that woman within these three worlds who
is not captivated by Your beauty and the rhythmic songs vibrated by Your
transcendental flute?....Within these three worlds there is no distinction
between men and women in relation to You because both men and women
belong to the marginal potency, or prakåti. No one is actually the enjoyer,
or the male; everyone is meant to be enjoyed by You. There is no woman
within these three worlds who cannot but deviate from her path of
chastity once she is attracted to You, because Your beauty is so sublime
that not only men and women but also cows, birds, beasts and even trees,
fruits and flowers—everyone and everything—become enchanted, and
what to speak of ourselves?”
Upon hearing the anxious plea of the gopés, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead smiled, and being very kind to the gopés, the Lord, although selfsufficient, began to embrace them and kiss them as they desired. When
Kåñëa, smiling, looked at the faces of the gopés, the beauty of their faces
became a hundred times enhanced. When He was enjoying them in their
midst, He appeared just like the full moon surrounded by millions of
shining stars. Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead, surrounded by
hundreds of gopés and decorated with a flower garland of many colors,
began to wander within the Våndävana forest, sometimes singing to
Himself and sometimes singing with the gopés.
The gopés, however, soon began to feel very proud, thinking themselves to
be the most fortunate women in the universe due to being favored by the
company of Kåñëa. Lord Kåñëa, who is known as Keçava, could
immediately understand their pride caused by their great fortune of
enjoying Him personally, and in order to show them His causeless mercy
and to curb their false pride, He immediately disappeared from the scene.
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62. The Gopés Chanted Kåñëa’s Name Very Loudly as They
Searched for Him
When Kåñëa suddenly disappeared from the company of the gopés, they
searched for Him everywhere. After not finding Him anywhere, they
became afraid and almost mad after Him. They were simply thinking of
the pastimes of Kåñëa in great love and affection. Being absorbed in
thought of Him, they experienced loss of memory, and with dampened
eyes they began to see the very pastimes of Kåñëa—His beautiful talks with
them, His embracing, kissing and other activities. Being so attracted to
Kåñëa, they imitated His dancing, His walking and His smiling, as if they
themselves were Kåñëa. Due to Kåñëa’s absence, they all became crazy;
each one of them told the others that she was Kåñëa Himself. Soon they all
assembled together and chanted Kåñëa’s name very loudly as they moved
from one part of the forest to another, searching for Him.
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63. Please Tell Us, Which Way Has Kåñëa Gone?
The gopés then addressed the tulasé plants: “Dear tulasé, you are much
beloved by Lord Kåñëa because your leaves are always at His lotus feet.
Dear mälaté flower, dear mallikä flower, dear jasmine flower, all of you
must have been touched by Kåñëa while He was passing this way after
giving us transcendental enjoyment. Have you seen Mädhava passing this
way? O mango trees, O trees of jackfruit, O pear trees and äsana trees!
O blackberries and bael trees and trees of the kadamba flower—you are
all very pious trees to be living on the bank of the Yamunä. Kåñëa must
have passed through this way. Will you kindly let us know which way He
has gone?”
The gopés then looked upon the ground they were traversing and began to
address the earth: “Dear earthly planet, we do not know how many
penances and austerities you have undergone to be now living with the
footprints of Lord Kåñëa upon you. You are very jolly; the hairs on your
body are these jubilant trees and plants. Lord Kåñëa must have been very
much pleased with you; otherwise how could He have embraced you in
the form of Varäha the boar? When you were submerged in water, He
delivered you, taking the whole weight of your existence on His tusks.”
After addressing the innumerable trees and plants and the earth, they
turned their faces toward the beautiful deer, who were looking at them
very pleasingly. “It appears,” they addressed the deer, “that Kåñëa…..
must have passed through here and touched your bodies, and thus you are
feeling so pleasant and are looking toward us with sympathy. Will you
kindly, therefore, inform us which way Kåñëa has gone? Kåñëa is the wellwisher of Våndävana. He is as kind to you as to us; therefore after leaving
us, He must have been present in your company.”
⎯ Kåñëa’s Hiding from the Gopés

95

64. The Gopés Were Absorbed in Thoughts of Kåñëa
After searching for Kåñëa here and there, the gopés became fatigued, and
then they began to talk like madwomen. They could satisfy themselves
only by imitating the different pastimes of Kåñëa. One of them imitated
the demon Pütanä, and one of them imitated Kåñëa and sucked her breast.
One gopé imitated a hand-driven cart, and another gopé lay down beneath
the cart and threw up her legs, touching the wheels of the cart, as Kåñëa
did to kill the demon Çakaöäsura. One gopé imitated child Kåñëa and lay
down on the ground, and one gopé became the demon Tåëävarta and
carried the small child Kåñëa by force into the sky; and one of the gopés
began to imitate Kåñëa while He was attempting to walk, ringing His ankle
bells. Two gopés imitated Kåñëa and Balaräma, and many others imitated
Their cowherd boyfriends. One gopé assumed the form of Bakäsura, and
another forced her to fall down as the demon Bakäsura did when he was
killed; similarly, another gopé defeated Vatsäsura. Just as Kåñëa used to
call His cows by their different names, so the gopés imitated Him, calling
the cows by their respective names. One of the gopés began to play on a
flute, and another praised her the way Kåñëa’s boyfriends praised Him
while He played on His flute. One of the gopés took another gopé on her
shoulders, just as Kåñëa used to take His boyfriends. Absorbed in thoughts
of Kåñëa, the gopé who was carrying her friend began to boast that she was
Kåñëa herself: “All of you just see my movement!” One of the gopés raised
her hand with her covering garments and said, “Now don’t be afraid of
the torrents of rain and severe hurricanes. I’ll save you!” In this way she
imitated the lifting of Govardhana Hill. One gopé forcibly put her feet on
the head of another gopé and said, “You rascal Käliya! I shall punish you
severely. You must leave this place. I have descended to this earth to
punish all kinds of miscreants!” Another gopé told her friends, “Just see!
The flames of the forest fire are coming to devour us. Please close your
eyes and I shall immediately save you from this imminent danger.” In
this way all the gopés were madly feeling the absence of Kåñëa.
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65. And They Chanted Kåñëa’s Glories
Then all the gopés, including Rädhäräëé, proceeded further into the forest,
until they could no longer see the moonlight. When they saw that it was
getting gradually darker, they stopped. Their mind and intelligence
became absorbed in thoughts of Kåñëa; they all imitated the activities of
Kåñëa and His speeches. Due to their heart and soul being completely
given to Kåñëa, they began to chant His glories, completely forgetting their
family interests. In this way, all the gopés returned to the bank of the
Yamunä and assembled there, and expecting that Kåñëa must return to
them, they simply engaged in chanting the glories of Çré Kåñëa—
Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare /
Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare.
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66. And Finally Kåñëa Reappeared to the Gopés
When Lord Kåñëa finally reappeared among the assembled gopés, He
looked very beautiful…..and when He entered the forest on the bank of
the river Yamunä, the moonlight dissipated the surrounding darkness.
Due to the season, flowers like the kunda and kadamba were blooming,
and a gentle breeze was carrying their aroma. Due to the aroma, the bees
were also flying in the breeze, thinking that the aroma was honey. The
gopés made a seat for Kåñëa by leveling the soft sand and placing cloths
over it…... Sitting on the seat amongst the gopés, Kåñëa became more
beautiful….. Kåñëa was sitting by the side of each gopé, unseen by the
others. Kåñëa was so kind to the gopés that instead of sitting in their hearts
to be appreciated in yogic meditation, He seated Himself by their sides. By
seating Himself outside, He showed special favor to the gopés, who were
the selected beauties of all creation. Having gotten their most beloved
Lord, the gopés began to please Him by moving their eyebrows and
smiling, and also by suppressing their anger. Some of them took His lotus
feet in their laps and massaged them. And while smiling, they
confidentially expressed their suppressed anger.
⎯ Kåñëa Returns to the Gopés

98

67. I Cannot Repay Your Love for Me
“My dear friends,” Kåñëa continued, “you might be aggrieved by My
words and acts, but you must know that sometimes I do not reciprocate
My devotees’ dealings with Me. My devotees are very much attached to
Me, but sometimes I do not reciprocate their feelings properly in order to
increase their love for Me more and more. If I can very easily be
approached by them, they might think, ‘Kåñëa is so easily available.’ So
sometimes I do not respond. If a person has no money but after some time
accumulates some wealth and then loses it, he will think of the lost
property twenty-four hours a day. Similarly, in order to increase the love
of My devotees, sometimes I appear to be lost to them, and instead of
forgetting Me, they feel their loving sentiments for Me increase. My dear
friends, do not think for a moment that I have been dealing with you as
I do with ordinary devotees. I know what you are. You have forsaken all
kinds of social and religious obligations; you have given up all
connection with your parents. Without caring for social convention and
religious obligations, you have come to Me and loved Me, and I am so
much obliged to you that I cannot treat you as ordinary devotees. Do not
think that I was away from you. I was near to you. I was simply seeing
how much you were anxious for Me in My absence. So please do not try
to find fault with Me. Because you consider Me so dear to you, kindly
excuse Me if I have done anything wrong. I cannot repay your continuous
love for Me, even throughout the lifetimes of the demigods in the heavenly
planets. It is impossible to repay you or show enough gratitude for your
love; therefore please be satisfied by your own pious activities. You have
displayed exemplary attraction for Me, overcoming the greatest
difficulties arising from family connections. Please be satisfied with your
highly exemplary character, for it is not possible for Me to repay My debt
to you.”
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68. Kåñëa and the Gopés Sang and Danced
Kåñëa’s räsa dance should never be compared to any kind of material
dance, such as a ball dance or a society dance. The räsa dance is a
completely spiritual performance. In order to establish this fact, Kåñëa, the
supreme mystic, expanded Himself into many forms and stood beside each
gopé. Placing His hands on the shoulders of the gopés on both sides of Him,
He began to dance in their midst. The mystic expansions of Kåñëa were
not perceived by the gopés because Kåñëa appeared alone to each of them.
Each gopé thought that Kåñëa was dancing with her alone. Above that
wonderful dance flew many airplanes carrying the denizens of the
heavenly planets, who were very eager to see the wonderful dance of
Kåñëa with the gopés. The Gandharvas and Kinnaras began to sing, and,
accompanied by their respective wives, all the Gandharvas began to
shower flowers on the dancers.
As the gopés and Kåñëa danced together, a very blissful musical sound was
produced from the tinkling of their bells, ornaments and bangles. It
appeared that Kåñëa was a greenish sapphire locket in the midst of a
golden necklace decorated with valuable stones. While Kåñëa and the
gopés danced, they displayed extraordinary bodily features. The
movements of their legs, their placing their hands on one another, the
movements of their eyebrows, their smiling, the movements of the gopés’
breasts, clothes and earrings, their cheeks, their hair with flowers—as
Kåñëa and the gopés sang and danced these combined to appear like
clouds, thunder, snow and lightning. Kåñëa’s bodily features appeared just
like a group of clouds, the gopés’ songs were like thunder, their beauty
appeared to be just like lightning in the sky, and the drops of perspiration
visible on their faces appeared like falling snow. In this way, the gopés and
Kåñëa fully engaged in dancing.
⎯ Description of the Räsa Dance
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69. Kåñëa Then Enjoyed the Company of the Gopés in the
Yamunä
The gopés and Kåñëa entered the water of the Yamunä just to relieve their
fatigue from the räsa dance. The lily-flower garlands around the necks of
the gopés were strewn to pieces due to the gopés’ embracing the body of
Kåñëa, and the flowers were reddish from being smeared with the
kuìkuma on their breasts. The bumblebees were humming about in order
to get honey from the flowers. Kåñëa and the gopés entered the water of
the Yamunä just as an elephant enters a water tank with his many female
companions. Both the gopés and Kåñëa forgot their real identities, playing
in the water, enjoying each other’s company and relieving the fatigue of
räsa dancing. The gopés began to splash water on the body of Kåñëa, all the
while smiling, and Kåñëa enjoyed this. Then, Lord Kåñëa and the gopés
came out of the water and began to stroll along the bank of the Yamunä,
where a nice breeze was blowing, carrying the aroma of different kinds of
flowers over the water and land. While strolling on the bank of the
Yamunä, Kåñëa recited various kinds of poetry. He thus enjoyed the
company of the gopés in the soothing moonlight of autumn.
⎯ Description of the Räsa Dance
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70. Beautiful All-Attractive Kåñëa
The gopés of Våndävana were so attached to Kåñëa that they were not
satisfied simply with the räsa dance at night. They wanted to associate with
Him and enjoy His company during the daytime also. When Kåñëa went
to the forest with His cowherd boyfriends and cows, the gopés did not
physically take part, but their hearts went with Him. And because their
hearts went, they were able to enjoy His company through strong feelings
of separation….. The gopés used to discuss Kåñëa amongst themselves, and
their talks were as follows. “My dear friends,” one gopé said, “do you
know that when Kåñëa lies on the ground He rests on His left elbow and
His head rests on His left hand? He moves His attractive eyebrows while
playing His flute with His delicate fingers, and the sound He produces
creates such a nice atmosphere that the denizens of the heavenly planets,
who travel in space with their wives and beloveds, stop their airplanes,
for they are stunned by the vibration of the flute. The wives of the
demigods who are seated in the planes then become very much ashamed
of their singing and musical qualifications. Not only that, but they
become afflicted with conjugal love, and their hair and tight clothes
immediately loosen.”
Another gopé said, “My dear friends, Kåñëa is so beautiful that the
goddess of fortune always remains on His chest, and He is always
adorned with a golden necklace. Beautiful Kåñëa plays His flute in order
to enliven the hearts of many devotees. He is the only friend of the
suffering living entities. When He plays His flute, all the cows and other
animals of Våndävana, although engaged in eating, simply take a morsel
of food in their mouths and stop chewing. Their ears raise up and they
become stunned. They do not appear alive but like painted animals.
Kåñëa’s flute-playing is so attractive that even the animals become
enchanted, and what to speak of ourselves.”
⎯ The Gopés’ Feelings of Separation
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71. Everyone Charmed by Kåñëa’s Flute-Playing
When Kåñëa walked on the bank of the Yamunä, He was seen nicely
decorated with tilaka on His face. He was garlanded with different kinds
of forest flowers, and His body was smeared with the pulp of sandalwood
and tulasé leaves. The bumblebees became mad after the fragrance and
sweetness of the atmosphere and began to hum. Being pleased by the
humming sound of the bees, Kåñëa would play His flute, and together the
sounds became so sweet to hear that aquatic birds like cranes, swans and
ducks were charmed. Instead of swimming or flying, they became stunned.
They closed their eyes and entered a trance of meditation in worship of
Kåñëa.
One gopé said, “My dear friends, Kåñëa and Balaräma are nicely dressed
with earrings and pearl necklaces. They enjoy Themselves on the top of
Govardhana Hill, and everything becomes absorbed in transcendental
pleasure when Kåñëa plays on His flute, charming the whole created
manifestation. When He plays, the clouds stop their loud thundering out
of fear of disturbing the vibration of His flute. Instead they respond with
mild thunder and so congratulate Kåñëa, their friend.”
Another gopé said, “My dear friends, when Kåñëa returns home with His
cows, the footprints of the soles of His feet—with flag, thunderbolt,
trident and lotus flower—relieve the pain the earth feels when the cows
traverse it. He walks in a stride which is so attractive, and He carries His
flute. Just by looking at Him we become lusty to enjoy His company. At
that time, our movements cease. We become just like trees and stand
perfectly still, unaware that our hair and clothes are loosening.”
⎯ The Gopés’ Feelings of Separation
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72. Kåñëa Gladdens the Hearts of All
When Kåñëa finally returns in the evening, it appears that He is fatigued,
but He still tries to gladden the inhabitants of Våndävana by His auspicious
presence. When Kåñëa returns, garlanded with flowers, His face looks
beautiful, adorned with golden earrings. He walks into Våndävana with a
stride just like the elephant’s and slowly enters His home. Upon His return,
the men, women and cows of Våndävana immediately forget the scorching
heat of the day…..
Such descriptions of Kåñëa’s transcendental pastimes and activities were
remembered by the gopés during His absence from Våndävana. They give
us some idea of how attractive Kåñëa is, not only to human beings but to
all animate and inanimate objects. In Våndävana, everyone and everything
is attracted to Kåñëa, including the trees, the plants, the water, and animals
like the deer and cows. That is the perfect description of Kåñëa’s allattractiveness.
⎯ The Gopés’ Feelings of Separation
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73. But One Day the Gopés Became Overwhelmed with Anxiety
When the gopés heard that Akrüra had come to take Kåñëa and Balaräma
away to Mathurä, they became overwhelmed with anxiety. Some of them
became so aggrieved that their faces turned black and they began to
breathe warmly and had palpitations of the heart. They discovered that
their hair and clothes immediately loosened. Hearing the news that Kåñëa
and Balaräma were leaving for Mathurä, others, who were engaged in
household duties, stopped working, as if they had forgotten everything,
like a person who is called forth to die and leave this world at once. Others
immediately fainted due to separation from Kåñëa. Remembering His
attractive smile and His talks with them, the gopés became overwhelmed
with grief. They all remembered the characteristics of the Personality of
Godhead, how He moved within the area of Våndävana and how, with
joking words, He attracted all their hearts. Thinking of Kåñëa and of their
imminent separation from Him, the gopés assembled together with heavily
beating hearts. They were completely absorbed in thought of Kåñëa, and
with tears falling from their eyes, they spoke as follows…..
⎯ Akrüra’s Return Journey
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74. O Providence, You Are So Cruel!
“O Providence, you are so cruel! It appears that you do not know how to
show mercy to others. By your arrangement, friends contact one another,
but before they can fulfill their desires you separate them. This is exactly
like a child’s game that has no meaning. It is very abominable that you
arrange to show us beautiful Kåñëa, whose bluish curling hair beautifies
His broad forehead and sharp nose, and who is always smiling to
minimize all grief in this material world, and then arrange to separate
Him from us. O Providence, you are so cruel! But most astonishingly you
appear now as Akrüra, which means ‘not cruel.’ In the beginning we
appreciated your workmanship in giving us these eyes to see the beautiful
face of Kåñëa, but now, just like a foolish creature, you are taking away
our eyes by not letting us see Kåñëa here anymore. Kåñëa, the son of
Nanda Mahäräja, is also very cruel! He must always have new friends;
He does not like to keep friendship for a long time with anyone. We gopés
of Våndävana, having left our homes, friends and relatives, have become
Kåñëa’s maidservants, but He is neglecting us and going away. He does
not even look upon us, although we are completely surrendered unto Him.
Now all the young girls in Mathurä will have the opportunity. They are
expecting Kåñëa’s arrival, and they will enjoy His sweet smiling face and
will drink its honey. Although we know that Kåñëa is very steady and
determined, we are afraid that as soon as He sees the beautiful faces of
the young girls in Mathurä, He will forget Himself. We fear He will
become controlled by them and will forget us, for we are simple village
girls. He will no longer be kind to us. We therefore do not expect Kåñëa
to return to Våndävana. He will not leave the company of the girls in
Mathurä.”
⎯ Akrüra’s Return Journey
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75. Kåñëa Is Our Life and Soul!
The gopés prayed to the demigods to create some natural disturbance, such
as a hurricane, storm or heavy rainfall, so that Kåñëa could not go to
Mathurä. They then began to consider, “Despite our parents and
guardians, we shall personally stop Kåñëa from going to Mathurä. We
have no alternative but to take this direct action. Everyone has gone
against us to take away Kåñëa from our sight. Without Him we cannot
live for a moment.” The gopés thus decided to obstruct the passage
through which the chariot of Kåñëa was supposed to pass. They began to
talk among themselves: “We have passed a very long night—which seemed
only a moment—engaged in the räsa dance with Kåñëa. We looked at His
sweet smile and embraced Him and talked with Him. Now, how shall we
live even for a moment if He goes away from us? At the end of the day,
in the evening, along with His elder brother Balaräma, Kåñëa would
return home with His friends. His face would be smeared with the dust
raised by the hooves of the cows, and He would smile and play on His
flute and look upon us so kindly. How shall we be able to forget Him?
How shall we be able to forget Kåñëa, who is our life and soul? He has
already taken away our hearts in so many ways throughout our days and
nights, and if He goes away, there is no possibility of our continuing to
live.” Thinking like this, the gopés became more and more grief-stricken
at Kåñëa’s leaving Våndävana. They could not check their minds, and they
began to cry loudly, calling the different names of Kåñëa, “O dear
Dämodara! Dear Mädhava!”
The gopés cried all night before the departure of Kåñëa.

(Next morning) in spite of Kåñëa’s asking the gopés not to obstruct the way,
they all surrounded the chariot and stood up to see Kåñëa with pitiable
eyes. Kåñëa was very much affected upon seeing the plight of the gopés, but
His duty was to start for Mathurä, for this was foretold by Närada. Kåñëa
therefore consoled the gopés. He told them that they should
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not be aggrieved: He was coming back very soon after finishing His
business. But they could not be persuaded to disperse. The chariot,
however, began to head west, and as it proceeded, the minds of the gopés
followed it as far as possible. They watched the flag on the chariot as long
as it was visible; finally they could see only the dust of the chariot in the
distance.
The gopés did not move from their places but stood until the chariot could
not be seen at all. They remained standing still, as if they were painted
pictures. All the gopés decided that Kåñëa was not returning immediately,
and with greatly disappointed hearts they returned to their respective
homes. Being greatly disturbed by the absence of Kåñëa, they simply
thought all day and night about His pastimes and thus derived some
consolation.
⎯ Akrüra’s Return Journey

Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare
Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare
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Çré Kåñëa’s Qualities and Personality
⎯ And Other Things That Will Help You Fall In Love with Him ⎯

To be attracted by the qualities of Kåñëa means to be attracted by Kåñëa Himself,
because there is no real distinction between Kåñëa and His qualities.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 26
(Stimulation for Ecstatic Love)

Section Three: Getting to Know Çré Kåñëa
1. Kåñëa’s Qualities
Personal features can be divided into two: one feature is covered (disguised), and the
other feature is manifested. When Kåñëa is covered by different kinds of dress, His
personal feature is covered. There is an example of His covered personal feature in
Çrémad-Bhägavatam in connection with His dvärakä-lélä (His residence in Dvärakä
as its king). Sometimes Lord Kåñëa began to play by dressing Himself like a woman.
Seeing this form, Uddhava said, “How wonderful it is that this woman is attracting
my ecstatic love exactly as Lord Kåñëa does. I think she must be Kåñëa covered by
the dress of a woman!”
(And in Våndävana) Kåñëa once dressed Himself up exactly like Rädhäräëé, just to
create fun among His friends. He put on golden earrings, and because He was blackish,
He smeared the pulp of kuìkuma all over His body in order to become as fair as She.
By seeing this dress, Kåñëa’s friend Subala became very astonished. (NOD, Ch 42)
One devotee praised the bodily features of Kåñëa when he saw the Lord in His
manifested personal feature. He exclaimed, “How wonderful is the personal feature
of Lord Kåñëa! How His neck is just like a conchshell! His eyes are so beautiful, as
though they themselves were encountering the beauty of a lotus flower. His body is
just like the tamäla tree, very blackish. His head is protected with a canopy of hair.
There are the marks of Çrévatsa on His chest, and He is holding His conchshell. By
such beautiful bodily features, the enemy of the demon Madhu has appeared so
pleasing that He can bestow upon me transcendental bliss simply by my seeing His
transcendental qualities.”
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, after consulting various scriptures, has enumerated the
transcendental qualities of the Lord as follows: (1) beautiful features of the entire
body; (2) marked with all auspicious characteristics; (3) extremely pleasing; (4)
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effulgent; (5) strong; (6) ever youthful; (7) wonderful linguist; (8) truthful; (9) talks
pleasingly; (10) fluent; (11) highly learned; (12) highly intelligent; (13) a genius; (14)
artistic; (15) extremely clever; (16) expert; (17) grateful; (18) firmly determined; (19)
an expert judge of time and circumstances; (20) sees and speaks on the authority of
Vedas, or scriptures; (21) pure; (22) self-controlled; (23) steadfast; (24) forbearing;
(25) forgiving; (26) grave; (27) self-satisfied; (28) possessing equilibrium; (29)
magnanimous; (30) religious; (31) heroic; (32) compassionate; (33) respectful; (34)
gentle; (35) liberal; (36) shy; (37) the protector of surrendered souls; (38) happy; (39)
the well-wisher of devotees; (40) controlled by love; (41) all-auspicious; (42) most
powerful; (43) all-famous; (44) popular; (45) partial to devotees; (46) very attractive
to all women; (47) all-worshipable; (48) all-opulent; (49) all-honorable; (50) the
supreme controller. The Supreme Personality of Godhead has all these fifty
transcendental qualities in fullness as deep as the ocean. In other words, the extent
of His qualities is inconceivable.
Besides all of the above-mentioned fifty qualities, Lord Kåñëa possesses five more,
which are sometimes partially manifested in the persons of Lord Brahmä or Lord
Çiva. These transcendental qualities are as follows: (51) changeless; (52) allcognizant; (53) ever fresh; (54) sac-cid-änanda (possessing an eternal blissful body);
(55) possessing all mystic perfections.
Kåñëa also possesses five other qualities, which are manifest in the body of Näräyaëa,
and they are listed as follows. (56) He has inconceivable potency. (57) Uncountable
universes generate from His body. (58) He is the original source of all incarnations.
(59) He is the giver of salvation to the enemies whom He kills. (60) He is the attractor
of liberated souls. All these transcendental qualities are manifest wonderfully in the
personal feature of Lord Kåñëa.
Besides these sixty transcendental qualities, Kåñëa has four more, which are not
manifest even in the Näräyaëa form of Godhead, what to speak of the demigods or
living entities. They are as follows. (61) He is the performer of wonderful varieties of
pastimes (especially His childhood pastimes). (62) He is surrounded by devotees
endowed with wonderful love of Godhead. (63) He can attract all living entities all
over the universes by playing on His flute. (64) He has a wonderful excellence of
beauty which cannot be rivaled anywhere in the creation.
Adding to the list these four exceptional qualities of Kåñëa, it is to be understood that
the aggregate number of qualities of Kåñëa is sixty-four. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has
attempted to give evidences from various scriptures about all sixty-four qualities
present in the person of the Supreme Lord.

1. Beautiful Bodily Features
Any comparison of the different parts of the Lord’s body to different material objects
cannot factually be a complete comparison. Ordinary persons, who cannot
understand how exalted are the bodily features of the Lord, are simply given a chance
to understand by a material comparison. It is said that Kåñëa’s face is as beautiful as
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the moon, His thighs are powerful just like the trunks of elephants, His arms are just
like two pillars, His palms are expanded like lotus flowers, His chest is just like a
doorway, His hips are dens, and the middle of His body is a terrace.

2. Auspicious Characteristics
There are certain characteristics of different limbs which are considered to be very
auspicious and are fully present in the body of the Lord. In this connection, one friend
of Nanda Mahäräja, speaking about Lord Kåñëa’s auspicious bodily symptoms, said,
“My dear King of the cowherds, I can find thirty-two auspicious symptoms on the
body of your son! I am wondering how this boy could have taken His birth in a family
of cowherd men.” Generally, when Lord Kåñëa appears He does so in a family of
kñatriyas (kings), as did Lord Rämacandra, and sometimes in a family of brähmaëas.
But Kåñëa accepted the role of son to Mahäräja Nanda, despite the fact that Nanda
belonged to the vaiçya community. The business of the vaiçya community is trade,
commerce and the protection of cows. Therefore his friend, who may have been born
into a brähmaëa family, expressed his wonder at how such an exalted child could take
birth in a family of vaiçyas. Anyway, he pointed out the auspicious signs on the body
of Kåñëa to the boy’s foster father.
He continued, “This boy has a reddish luster in seven places—His eyes, the palms of
His hands, the soles of His feet, His palate, His lips, His tongue and His nails. A
reddish luster in these seven places is considered to be auspicious. Three parts of His
body are very broad: His waist, forehead and chest. Three parts of His body are short:
His neck, thighs and genitals. Three parts of His body are very deep: His voice,
intelligence and navel. There is highness in five parts of His body: His nose, arms,
ears, forehead and thighs. In five parts of His body there is fineness: His skin, the
hairs on His head and on the other parts of His body, His teeth and His fingertips.
The aggregate of all these bodily features is manifest only in the bodies of great
personalities.”
The fate lines on the palm are also considered to be auspicious bodily symptoms. In
this connection, one old gopé informed King Nanda, “Your son possesses various
wonderful fate lines on His palms. There are the signs of lotus flowers and wheels on
His palms, and on His soles there are the signs of a flag, a thunderbolt, a fish, a rod
for controlling elephants, and a lotus flower. Please observe how auspicious these
signs are!”

3. Pleasing
Beautiful bodily features which automatically attract the eyes are called rucira
(pleasing). Kåñëa possesses this attractive feature of rucira in His personal features.
In the Third Canto, Second Chapter, verse 13, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, there is a
statement about this. “The Supreme Personality of Godhead, in His pleasing dress,
appeared at the scene of the sacrificial arena when King Yudhiñöhira was performing
the Räjasüya sacrifice. All-important personalities from different parts of the
universe had been invited to the sacrificial arena, and all of them, upon beholding
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Kåñëa there, considered that the Creator had ended all of His craftsmanship in the
creation of this particular body of Kåñëa.”
It is said that the transcendental body of Kåñëa resembles the lotus flower in eight
parts—namely His face, His two eyes, His two hands, His navel and His two feet. The
gopés and inhabitants of Våndävana used to see the luster of lotus flowers
everywhere, and they could hardly withdraw their eyes from such a vision.

4. Effulgent
The effulgence pervading the universe is considered to be the rays of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The supreme abode of Kåñëa is always throwing off the
effulgence known as brahma-jyoti, and that effulgence is emanating from His body.
The luster of the hosts of jewels fixed on the chest of the Lord can defeat even the
luster of the sun, and still, when compared with the bodily luster of the Lord, that
crest of jewels appears to be only as bright as one of the stars in the sky. Therefore
the transcendental influence of Kåñëa is so great that it can defeat anyone. When
Kåñëa was present in the sacrificial arena of His enemy King Kaàsa, the wrestlers
present, although appreciating the softness of the body of Çré Kåñëa, were afraid and
perturbed when they thought of engaging with Him in battle.

5. Strong
A person who has extraordinary bodily strength is called baléyän. When Kåñëa killed
Ariñöäsura, some of the gopés said, “My dear friends, just see how Kåñëa has killed
Ariñöäsura! Although he was stronger than a mountain, Kåñëa plucked him up just
like a piece of cotton and threw him away without any difficulty!” There is another
passage wherein it is said, “O my dear devotees of Lord Kåñëa, may the left hand of
Lord Kåñëa, which has lifted Govardhana Hill like a ball, save you from all dangers.”

6. Ever Youthful
Kåñëa is beautiful at His different ages—namely His childhood, His boyhood and His
youth. Out of these three, His youth is the reservoir of all pleasures and is the time
when the highest varieties of devotional service are acceptable. At that age, Kåñëa is
full with all transcendental qualities and is engaged in His transcendental pastimes.
Therefore, devotees have accepted the beginning of His youth as the most attractive
feature in ecstatic love.
At this age Kåñëa is described as follows: “The force of Kåñëa’s youth was combined
with His beautiful smile, which defeated even the beauty of the full moon. He was
always nicely dressed, in beauty surpassing even Cupid, and He was always attracting
the minds of the gopés, who were thereby always feeling pleasure.”

7. Wonderful Linguist
Rüpa Gosvämé says that a person who knows the languages of different countries,
especially the Sanskrit language, which is spoken in the cities of the demigods—as
well as other worldly languages, including those of the animals—is called a
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wonderful linguist. It appears from this statement that Kåñëa can also speak and
understand the languages of the animals. An old woman in Våndävana, present at the
time of Kåñëa’s pastimes, once stated in surprise, “How wonderful it is that Kåñëa,
who owns the hearts of all the young girls of Vrajabhümi, can nicely speak the
language of Vrajabhümi with the gopés, while in Sanskrit He speaks with the
demigods, and in the language of the animals He can even speak with the cows and
buffalo! Similarly, in the language of the Kashmir Province, and with the parrots and
other birds, as well as in most common languages, Kåñëa is so expressive!” She
inquired from the gopés as to how Kåñëa had become so expert in speaking so many
different types of languages.

8. Truthful
A person whose word of honor is never broken is called truthful. Kåñëa once
promised Kunté, the mother of the Päëòavas, that He would bring her five sons back
from the Battlefield of Kurukñetra. After the battle was finished, when all the
Päëòavas had come home, Kunté praised Kåñëa because His promise was so nicely
fulfilled. She said, “Even the sunshine may one day become cool and the moonshine
one day become hot, but still Your promise will not fail.” Similarly, when Kåñëa,
along with Bhéma and Arjuna, went to challenge Jaräsandha, He plainly told
Jaräsandha that He was the eternal Kåñëa, present along with two of the Päëòavas.
The story is that both Kåñëa and the Päëòavas—in this case Bhéma and Arjuna—
were kñatriyas (warrior-kings). Jaräsandha was also a kñatriya and was very charitable
toward the brähmaëas. Thus Kåñëa, who had planned to fight with Jaräsandha, went
to him with Bhéma and Arjuna in the dress of brähmaëas. Jaräsandha, being very
charitable toward the brähmaëas, asked them what they wanted, and they expressed
their desire to fight with him. Then Kåñëa, dressed as a brähmaëa, declared Himself
to be the same Kåñëa who was the King’s eternal enemy.

9. Pleasing Talker
A person who can speak sweetly even with his enemy just to pacify him is called a
pleasing talker. Kåñëa was such a pleasing talker that after defeating His enemy
Käliya in the water of the Yamunä, He said, “My dear King of the snakes, although
I have given you so much pain, please do not be dissatisfied with Me. It is My duty to
protect these cows, which are worshiped even by the demigods. Only in order to save
them from the danger of your presence have I been obliged to banish you from this
place.”
Käliya was residing within the water of the Yamunä, and as a result the back portion
of that river had become poisoned. Thus so many cows who had drunk the water had
died. Therefore Kåñëa, even though He was only four or five years old, dipped
Himself into the water, punished Käliya very severely and then asked him to leave
the place and go elsewhere.

10. Fluent
A person who can speak meaningful words and with all politeness and good qualities
is called vävadüka, or fluent. There is a nice statement in Çrémad-Bhägavatam
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regarding Kåñëa’s speaking politely. When Kåñëa politely bade His father, Nanda
Mahäräja, to stop the ritualistic offering of sacrifice to the rain-god, Indra, a wife of
one village cowherd man became captivated. She later thus described the speaking
of Kåñëa to her friends: “Kåñëa was speaking to His father so politely and gently that
it was as if He were pouring nectar into the ears of all present there. After hearing
such sweet words from Kåñëa, who will not be attracted to Him?”
Kåñëa’s speech, which contains all good qualities in the universe, is described in the
following statement by Uddhava: “The words of Kåñëa are so attractive that they can
immediately change the heart of even His opponent. His words can immediately solve
all of the questions and problems of the world. Although He does not speak very
long, each and every word from His mouth contains volumes of meaning. These
speeches of Kåñëa are very pleasing to my heart.”

11. Highly Learned
When a person is highly educated and acts strictly on moral principles, he is called
highly learned. A person conversant in different departments of knowledge is called
educated, and because he acts on moral principles, he is called morally stout.
Together, these two factors constitute learning.
Kåñëa’s receiving education from Sändépani Muni is described by Çré Närada Muni as
follows: “In the beginning, Lord Brahmä and others are like clouds of evaporated
water from the great ocean of Kåñëa. In other words, Brahmä first received the Vedic
education from Kåñëa, as the clouds receive water from the ocean. That Vedic
education or instruction which was spoken by Brahmä to the world was then reposed
upon the mountain of Sändépani Muni. Sändépani Muni’s instructions to Kåñëa are
like a reservoir of water on the mountain, which flows as a river and goes again to
mix with the source, the ocean of Kåñëa.” To be more clear, the idea is that Kåñëa
actually cannot be instructed by anyone, just as the ocean does not receive water from
any source but itself. It only appears that the rivers are pouring water into the ocean.
So it is clear that Brahmä received his education from Kåñëa, and from Brahmä, via
the disciplic succession, this Vedic instruction was distributed. Sändépani Muni is
likened to the river which is flowing down again to that same original ocean of Kåñëa.
Regarding His moral principles, it is stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam that Kåñëa is
ruling over Våndävana as death personified to the thieves, as pleasing bliss to the
pious, as the most beautiful Cupid to the young girls and as the most munificent
personality to the poor men. He is as refreshing as the full moon to His friends, and
to His opponents He is the annihilating fire generated from Lord Çiva. Kåñëa is
therefore the most perfect moralist in His reciprocal dealings with different kinds of
persons.

12. Highly Intelligent
A man is called intelligent if he has a sharp memory and fine discretion. As far as
Kåñëa’s memory is concerned, it is said that when He was studying in the school of
Sändépani Muni in Avantépura, He showed such a sharp memory that by once taking
instructions from the teacher He immediately became perfect in any subject.
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Kåñëa’s fine discretion was exhibited when He was fighting with the untouchable king
who attacked the city of Mathurä. According to Vedic rites, those who are
untouchable are not to be touched by the kñatriya kings, not even for killing.
Therefore, when the untouchable king seized the city of Mathurä, Kåñëa did not think
it wise to kill him directly with His own hand. Still the king had to be killed, and
therefore Kåñëa decided with fine discretion that He should flee from the battlefield
so that the untouchable king would chase Him. He could then lead the king to the
mountain where Mucukunda was lying asleep. Mucukunda had received a
benediction from Kärttikeya to the effect that when he awoke from his sleep,
whomever he might see would at once be burnt to ashes. Therefore Kåñëa thought it
wise to lead the untouchable king to that cave, so that the king’s presence would
awaken Mucukunda and he would at once be burnt to ashes.

13. Genius
A person is called a genius when he can refute any kind of opposing element with
newer and newer arguments. In this connection there is a statement in Padyävalé
which contains the following conversation between Kåñëa and Rädhä. One morning,
when Kåñëa came to Rädhä, Rädhä asked Him, “My dear Keçava, where is Your väsa
at present?” The Sanskrit word väsa has three meanings: one meaning is residence,
one meaning is fragrance, and another meaning is dress.
Actually Rädhäräëé inquired from Kåñëa, “Where is Your dress?” But Kåñëa took
the meaning as residence, and He replied to Rädhäräëé, “My dear captivated one, at
the present moment My residence is in Your beautiful eyes.”
To this Rädhäräëé replied, “My dear cunning boy, I did not ask You about Your
residence. I inquired about Your dress.”
Kåñëa then took the meaning of väsa as fragrance and said, “My dear fortunate one,
I have just assumed this fragrance in order to be associated with Your body.”
Çrématé Rädhäräëé again inquired from Kåñëa, “Where did You pass Your night?”
The exact Sanskrit word used in this connection was yäminyämuñitaù. Yäminyäm
means “at night,” and uñitaù means “pass.” Kåñëa, however, divided the word
yäminyämuñitaù into two separate words, namely yäminyä and muñitaù. By dividing
this word into two, it came out to mean that He was kidnapped by Yäminé, or night.
Kåñëa therefore replied to Rädhäräëé, “My dear Rädhäräëé, is it possible that night
can kidnap Me?” In this way He was answering all of the questions of Rädhäräëé so
cunningly that He gladdened this dearest of the gopés.

14. Artistic
One who can talk and dress himself very artistically is called vidagdha. This
exemplary characteristic was visible in the personality of Çré Kåñëa. It is spoken of by
Rädhäräëé as follows: “My dear friend, just see how Kåñëa has nicely composed songs
and how He dances and speaks funny words and plays on His flute, wearing such nice
garlands. He has dressed Himself in such an enchanting way, as though He had
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defeated all kinds of players at the chessboard. He lives wonderfully at the topmost
height of artistic craftsmanship.”

15. Clever
A person who can perform various types of work at once is called clever. In this
connection one of the gopés said, “My dear friends, just see the clever activities of Çré
Kåñëa! He has composed nice songs about the cowherd boys and is pleasing the cows.
By the movement of His eyes He is pleasing the gopés, and at the same time, He is
fighting with demons like Ariñöäsura. In this way, He is sitting with different living
entities in different ways, and He is thoroughly enjoying the situation.”

16. Expert
Any person who can quickly execute a very difficult task is called expert. About the
expertise of Kåñëa there is a statement in the Tenth Canto, Fifty-ninth Chapter, verse
17, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, wherein Çukadeva Gosvämé tells Mahäräja Parékñit, “O
best of the Kurus, Çré Kåñëa cut to pieces all the different weapons used by different
fighters.” Formerly, fighting was done by releasing different kinds of arrows. One
party would release a certain arrow, and the other party had to defeat it by
counteracting it with another arrow. For example, one party might release an arrow
which would cause water to pour from the sky, and to counteract this the opposing
party would have to release an arrow which could immediately turn the water into
clouds. So from this statement it appears that Kåñëa was very expert in counteracting
the enemy’s arrows. Similarly, at the räsa dance, each and every gopé requested that
Kåñëa individually become her partner, and Kåñëa immediately expanded Himself
into so many Kåñëas in order to be coupled with each and every gopé. The result was
that each gopé found Kåñëa by her side.

17. Grateful
Any person who is conscious of his friend’s beneficent activities and never forgets his
service is called grateful. In the Mahäbhärata, Kåñëa says, “When I was away from
Draupadé, she cried with the words, ‘He Govinda!’ This call for Me has put Me in her
debt, and that indebtedness is gradually increasing in My heart!” This statement by
Kåñëa gives evidence of how one can please the Supreme Lord simply by addressing
Him, “He Kåñëa! He Govinda!”
The mahä-mantra (Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma,
Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare) is also simply an address to the Lord and His
energy. So to anyone who is constantly engaged in addressing the Lord and His
energy, we can imagine how much the Supreme Lord is obliged. It is impossible for
the Lord to ever forget such a devotee. It is clearly stated in this verse that anyone
who addresses the Lord immediately attracts the attention of the Lord, who always
remains obliged to him.
Another instance of Kåñëa’s feeling of obligation is stated in connection with His
dealings with Jämbavän. When the Lord was present as Lord Rämacandra,
Jämbavän, the great king of the monkeys, rendered very faithful service to Him.
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When the Lord again appeared as Lord Kåñëa, He married Jämbavän’s daughter and
paid him all the respect that is usually given to superiors. Any honest person is
obliged to his friend if some service has been rendered unto Him. Since Kåñëa is the
supreme honest personality, how can He forget an obligation to His servitor?

18. Determined
Any person who observes regulative principles and fulfills his promises by practical
activity is called determined. As far as the Lord’s determination is concerned, there
is an example in His dealings in the Hari-vaàça. This is in connection with Lord
Kåñëa’s fighting the King of heaven, Indra, who was forcibly deprived of the pärijäta
flower. Pärijäta is a kind of lotus flower grown on the heavenly planets. Once,
Satyabhämä, one of Kåñëa’s queens, wanted that lotus flower, and Kåñëa promised to
deliver it; but Indra refused to part with his pärijäta flower. Therefore there was a
great fight, with Kåñëa and the Päëòavas on one side and all of the demigods on the
other. Ultimately, Kåñëa defeated all of them and took the pärijäta flower, which He
presented to His queen. So, in regard to that occurrence, Kåñëa told Närada Muni,
“My dear great sage of the demigods, now you can declare to the devotees in general,
and to the nondevotees in particular, that in this matter of taking the pärijäta flower,
all the demigods—the Gandharvas, the Nägas, the demon Räkñasas, the Yakñas, the
Pannagas—tried to defeat Me, but none could make Me break My promise to My
queen.”
There is another promise by Kåñëa in Bhagavad-gétä to the effect that His devotee
will never be vanquished. So a sincere devotee who is always engaged in the
transcendental loving service of the Lord should know for certain that Kåñëa will
never break His promise. He will always protect His devotees in every circumstance.
Kåñëa showed how He fulfills His promise by delivering the pärijäta flower to
Satyabhämä, by saving Draupadé from being insulted and by freeing Arjuna from the
attacks of all enemies.
The promise of Kåñëa that His devotees are never vanquished had also previously
been admitted by Indra when he was defeated in the govardhana-lélä. When Kåñëa
stopped the villagers of Vraja (Våndävana) from worshiping Indra, Indra became
angry and therefore inundated Våndävana with continuous rain. Kåñëa, however,
protected all of the citizens and animals of Våndävana by lifting Govardhana Hill,
which served as an umbrella. After the incident was over, Indra surrendered to Kåñëa
with many prayers, in which he admitted, “By Your lifting Govardhana Hill and
protecting the citizens of Våndävana, You have kept Your promise that Your
devotees are never to be vanquished.”

19. Expert Judge of Time and Circumstances
Kåñëa was very expert in dealing with people according to circumstances, country,
time and paraphernalia. How He could take advantage of a particular time,
circumstance and person is expressed by Him while talking to Uddhava about His
räsa dance with the gopés. He says, “The most opportune time is the full-moon night
in autumn, like tonight. The best place within the universe is Våndävana, and the
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most beautiful girls are the gopés. So, My dear friend Uddhava, I think I should now
take advantage of all these circumstances and engage Myself in the räsa dance.”

20. Seer by the Authority of the Scriptures
A person who acts exactly according to the tenets of scripture is called çästra-cakñus.
Çästra-cakñus means one who sees through the eyes of the authorized scriptures. So,
although Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and can see all that is past,
present and future, to teach the people in general He used to always refer to the
scriptures. For example, in Bhagavad-gétä, although Kåñëa was speaking as the
supreme authority, He still mentioned and quoted Vedänta-sütra as authority. There
is a statement in Çrémad-Bhägavatam wherein a person jokingly says that Kåñëa, the
enemy of Kaàsa, is known as the seer through the çästras. In order to establish His
authority, however, He is now engaged in seeing the gopés, whereby the gopés are
becoming maddened.

21. Pure
There are two kinds of supreme purity. When one type is possessed, one is able to
deliver a sinful person. When the other type is possessed, one does not do anything
which is impure. A person who possesses either of these qualities is called supremely
pure. Kåñëa is both; He can deliver all sinful conditioned souls, and at the same time,
He never does anything by which He can be contaminated.
In this connection, Vidura, while trying to detach his elder brother, Dhåtaräñöra, from
his familial attachments, said, “My dear brother, you just fix your mind on the lotus
feet of Kåñëa, who is worshiped with beautiful, erudite verses by great sages and
saintly persons. Kåñëa is the supreme deliverer among all deliverers. Undoubtedly
there are great demigods like Lord Çiva and Lord Brahmä, but their positions as
deliverers depend always upon the mercy of Kåñëa.” Therefore Vidura advised his
elder brother, Dhåtaräñöra, to concentrate his mind and worship only Kåñëa. If one
simply chants the holy name of Kåñëa, this holy name will rise within one’s heart like
the powerful sun and will immediately dissipate all the darkness of ignorance. Vidura
advised Dhåtaräñöra to therefore think always of Kåñëa, so that the volumes of
contaminations due to sinful activities would be washed off immediately. In
Bhagavad-gétä also Kåñëa is addressed by Arjuna as paraà brahma paraà dhäma
pavitram [Bg. 10.12]—the supreme pure. There are many other instances exhibiting
Kåñëa’s supreme purity.

22. Self-controlled
A person who can control his senses fully is called vaçé, or self-controlled. In this
connection it is stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam, “All the sixteen thousand wives of
Kåñëa were so exquisitely beautiful that their smiling and shyness were able to
captivate the minds of great demigods like Lord Çiva. But still they could not even
agitate the mind of Kåñëa, in spite of their attractive feminine behavior.” Every one
of the thousands of wives of Kåñëa was thinking that Kåñëa was captivated by her
feminine beauty, but this was not the case. Kåñëa is therefore the supreme controller
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of the senses, and this is admitted in Bhagavad-gétä, where He is addressed as
Håñékeça—the master of the senses.

23. Steadfast
A person who continues to work until his desired goal is achieved is called steadfast.
There was a fight between Kåñëa and King Jämbavän, and Kåñëa was to take the
valuable Syamantaka jewel from the King. The King tried to hide himself in the
forest, but Kåñëa would not become discouraged. Kåñëa finally got the jewel by
seeking out the King with great steadfastness.

24. Forbearing
A person who tolerates all kinds of troubles, even though such troubles appear to be
unbearable, is called forbearing.
When Kåñëa was residing at the place of His spiritual master, He did not mind taking
all troubles in rendering service to His guru, although His body was very soft and
delicate. It is the duty of the disciple to execute all services unto the spiritual master,
despite all kinds of difficulties. The disciple living at the residence of the spiritual
master has to go begging from door to door and bring everything back to the spiritual
master. When prasäda is being served, the spiritual master is supposed to call each
and every disciple to come eat. If by chance the spiritual master forgets to call a
disciple to partake of the prasäda, it is enjoined in the scriptures that the student
should fast on that day rather than accept food on his own initiative. There are many
such strictures. Sometimes, also, Kåñëa went to the forest to collect dry wood for fuel.

25. Forgiving
A person who can tolerate all kinds of offenses from the opposite party is known to
be forgiving.
Lord Kåñëa’s forgiving quality is described in the Çiçupäla-vadha in connection with
His forbidding the killing of Çiçupäla. King Çiçupäla was the monarch of the Cedi
kingdom, and although he happened to be a cousin of Kåñëa’s, he was always envious
of Him. Whenever they would meet, Çiçupäla would try to insult Kåñëa and call Him
ill names as much as possible. In the arena of the Räjasüya sacrifice of Mahäräja
Yudhiñöhira, when Çiçupäla began to call Lord Kåñëa ill names, Kåñëa did not care
and remained silent. Some of the people at the arena were prepared to kill Çiçupäla,
but Kåñëa restricted them. He was so forgiving.
Çré Yämunäcärya praises the Lord’s power of forgiveness with the following
statement: “My dear Lord Rämacandra, You are so merciful to have excused the
crow’s clawing on the nipples of Jänaké simply because of his bowing down before
You.” Once Indra, the King of heaven, assumed the form of a crow and attacked Sétä
(Jänaké), Lord Rämacandra’s wife, by striking her on the breast. This was certainly
an insult to the universal mother, Sétä, and Lord Rämacandra was immediately
prepared to kill the crow. But because later on the crow bowed down before the Lord,
the Lord excused his offense. Çré Yämunäcärya further says in his prayer that the
120

forgiving power of Lord Kåñëa is even greater than that of Lord Rämacandra,
because Çiçupäla was always in the habit of insulting Kåñëa—not only in one lifetime,
but continually throughout three lives. Still, Kåñëa was so kind that He gave Çiçupäla
the salvation of merging into His existence. From this we can understand that the
goal of the monist to merge into the effulgence of the Supreme is not a very difficult
problem. Persons like Çiçupäla who are consistently inimical to Kåñëa can also get
this liberation.

26. Grave
A person who does not express his mind to everyone, or whose mental activity and
plan of action are very difficult to understand, is called grave. After Lord Çré Kåñëa
had been offended by Brahmä, Brahmä prayed to Him to be excused. But in spite of
his offering nice prayers to Kåñëa, Brahmä could not understand whether Kåñëa was
satisfied or still dissatisfied. In other words, Kåñëa was so grave that He did not take
the prayers of Brahmä very seriously. Another instance of Kåñëa’s gravity is found in
connection with His loving affairs with Rädhäräëé. Kåñëa was always very silent about
His loving affairs with Rädhäräëé, so much so that Baladeva, Kåñëa’s elder brother
and constant companion, could not understand the transformations of Kåñëa on
account of His gravity.

27. Self-satisfied
A person who is fully satisfied in himself, without any hankering, and who is not
agitated even in the presence of serious cause for distress, is called self-satisfied.
An example of Kåñëa’s self-satisfaction was exhibited when He, Arjuna and Bhéma
went to challenge Jaräsandha, the formidable king of Magadha, and Kåñëa gave all
credit to Bhéma for the killing of Jaräsandha. From this we can understand that Kåñëa
never cares at all for fame, although no one can be more famous.
An example of His not being disturbed was shown when Çiçupäla began to call Him
ill names. All the kings and brähmaëas assembled at the sacrificial arena of Mahäräja
Yudhiñöhira became perturbed and immediately wanted to satisfy Kåñëa by offering
nice prayers. But all these kings and brähmaëas could not discover any disturbance
in Kåñëa’s person.

28. Possessing Equilibrium
A person who is unaffected by attachment and envy is said to possess equilibrium.
An example of Kåñëa’s equilibrium is given in the Tenth Canto, Sixteenth Chapter,
verse 33, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam in connection with His chastising Käliya, the
hundred-headed serpent. While Käliya was being severely punished, all of his wives
appeared before the Lord and prayed as follows: “Dear Lord, You have descended
to punish all kinds of demoniac living creatures. Our husband, this Käliya, is a greatly
sinful creature, and so Your punishment for him is quite appropriate. We know that
Your punishment for Your enemies and Your dealings with Your sons are both the
same. We know that it is in thinking of the future welfare of this condemned creature
that You have chastised him.”
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In another prayer it is said, “My dear Lord Kåñëa, best of all the Yadu dynasty, You
are so impartial that if even Your enemy is qualified, You will reward him; and if one
of Your sons is a culprit, You will chastise him. This is Your business, because You
are the supreme author of the universes. You have no partiality. If anyone finds any
partiality in Your characteristics, he is surely mistaken.”

29. Magnanimous
Any person who is very charitably disposed is called magnanimous.
When Kåñëa was reigning over Dvärakä, He was so magnanimous and charitably
disposed that there was no limit to His charity. In fact, so great was His charity in
Dvärakä that even the spiritual kingdom, with all of its opulence of cintämaëi
(touchstone), desire trees and surabhi cows, was surpassed. In the spiritual kingdom
of Lord Kåñëa, named Goloka Våndävana, there are surabhi cows which give
unlimited quantities of milk. There are desire trees from which anyone can take all
kinds of fruits, as much as he may desire. The land is made of touchstone, which when
touched to iron will transform it into gold. In other words, although in the spiritual
kingdom, the abode of Kåñëa, everything is wonderfully opulent, still when Kåñëa was
in Dvärakä His charity exceeded the opulences of Goloka Våndävana. Wherever
Kåñëa is present, the limitless opulence of Goloka Våndävana is automatically
present.
It is also stated that while Lord Kåñëa was living in Dvärakä, He expanded Himself
into 16,108 forms, and each and every expansion resided in a palace with a queen.
Not only was Kåñëa happily living with His queens in those palaces, but He was giving
in charity from each palace an aggregate number of 13,054 cows completely
decorated with nice clothing and ornaments. From each of Kåñëa’s 16,108 palaces,
these cows were being given in charity by Kåñëa every day. No one can estimate the
value of such a large number of cows given in charity, but that was the system of
Kåñëa’s daily affairs while He was reigning in Dvärakä.

30. Religious
A person who personally practices the tenets of religion as they are enjoined in the
çästras and who also teaches others the same principles is called religious. Simply
professing a kind of faith is not a sign of religiousness. One must act according to
religious principles, and by his personal example he should teach others. Such a
person is to be understood as religious.
When Kåñëa was present on this planet, there was no irreligion. In this connection,
Närada Muni once addressed Kåñëa jokingly, “My dear Lord of the cowherd boys,
Your bulls [bulls are the representation of religion], while eating grass from the
pasturing ground and moving on their four legs, have certainly eaten up all the grass
of irreligion!” In other words, by the grace of Kåñëa, religious principles were so well
cared for that hardly any irreligious activities could be found.
It is said that because Kåñëa was constantly performing various types of sacrifices and
was inviting the demigods from the higher planetary systems, the demigods were
almost always absent from their consorts. Therefore the wives of the demigods,
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regretting the absence of their husbands, began to pray for the appearance of Lord
Buddha, Kåñëa’s ninth incarnation, who appears in the Age of Kali. In other words,
instead of being pleased that Lord Kåñëa had come, they began to pray for Lord
Buddha, who is the ninth incarnation, because Lord Buddha stopped the ritualistic
ceremonies and sacrifices recommended in the Vedas in order to discourage animalkilling. The demigods’ wives thought that if Lord Buddha appeared, all kinds of
sacrifices would be stopped, and thus their husbands would not be invited to such
ceremonies and would not be separated from them.

31. Heroic
A person who is very enthusiastic in military activities and expert in releasing
different kinds of weapons is called heroic.
Regarding Kåñëa’s heroism in fighting, there is the following statement: “My dear
killer of the enemy, just as the elephant while taking bath in the lake destroys all the
lotus stems within the water by swinging its trunk, so simply by moving Your arms,
which are compared to the trunks of elephants, You have killed so many lotuslike
enemies.”
Regarding Kåñëa’s expertise in releasing weapons, when Jaräsandha and thirteen
divisions of soldiers attacked Kåñëa’s army, they were unable to hurt even one soldier
on the side of Kåñëa. This was due to Kåñëa’s expert military training. This is unique
in the history of military art.

32. Compassionate
A person who is unable to bear another’s distress is called compassionate.
Kåñëa’s compassion for distressed persons was exhibited when He released all of the
kings imprisoned by Magadhendra. While dying, Grandfather Bhéñma prayed to
Kåñëa and described Him as the sun which eradicated darkness. The kings
imprisoned by Magadhendra were put into dark cells, and when Kåñëa appeared
there, the darkness immediately disappeared, just as if the sun had risen. In other
words, although Magadhendra was able to imprison so many kings, upon the
appearance of Kåñëa they were all released. Kåñëa released the kings out of His
sincere compassion for them.
Kåñëa’s compassion was also exhibited when Grandfather Bhéñma was lying on the
bed of arrows which had been shot through his body. While lying in this position,
Bhéñma was very anxious to see Kåñëa, and thus Kåñëa appeared there. Upon seeing
the pitiable condition of Bhéñma, Kåñëa began speaking with tears in His eyes. Not
only was He shedding tears, but He also forgot Himself in His compassion. Therefore,
instead of offering obeisances to Kåñëa directly, devotees offer obeisances to His
compassionate nature. Actually, because Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, it is very difficult to approach Him. But the devotees, taking advantage of
His compassionate nature, which is represented by Rädhäräëé, always pray to
Rädhäräëé for Kåñëa’s compassion.
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33. Respectful
A person who shows adequate respect to a spiritual master, a brähmaëa and an old
person is to be understood as being respectful.
When superior persons assembled before Kåñëa, Kåñëa first of all offered respect to
His spiritual master, then to His father, and then to His elder brother, Balaräma. In
this way Lord Kåñëa, the lotus-eyed, was completely happy and pure at heart in all of
His dealings.

34. Gentle
Any person who neither becomes impudent nor exhibits a puffed-up nature is called
gentle.
The example of Kåñëa’s gentle behavior was manifested when He was coming to the
arena of the Räjasüya sacrifice arranged by Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, Kåñëa’s older
cousin. Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira knew that Kåñëa was the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and he was attempting to get down from his chariot to receive Kåñëa. But
before Yudhiñöhira could get down, Lord Kåñëa got down from His own chariot and
immediately fell at the feet of the King. Even though Kåñëa is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, He never forgets to show social etiquette in His dealings.

35. Liberal
Any person who is by his natural behavior very mild is called liberal.
A statement by Uddhava after the Syamantaka jewel plundering confirms that Kåñëa
is so kind and favorable that if a servitor is accused even of great offenses, Kåñëa does
not take this into consideration. He simply considers the service that is rendered by
His devotee.

36. Shy
A person who sometimes exhibits humility and bashfulness is called shy.
As described in the Lalita-mädhava, Kåñëa’s shyness was manifested when He lifted
Govardhana Hill by the little finger of His left hand. All of the gopés were observing
Kåñëa’s wonderful achievement, and Kåñëa was also smiling at seeing the gopés.
When Kåñëa’s glance went over the breasts of the gopés, His hand began to shake,
and upon seeing His hand shake, all of the cowherd men underneath the hill became
a little disturbed. Then there was a tumultuous roaring sound, and they all began to
pray to Kåñëa for safety. At this time Lord Balaräma was smiling, thinking that these
cowherd men had been frightened by the shaking of Govardhana Hill. But, seeing
Balaräma smile, Kåñëa thought that Balaräma had understood His mind in observing
the breasts of the gopés, and He immediately became bashful.

37. Protector of Surrendered Souls
Kåñëa is the protector of all surrendered souls.
Some enemy of Kåñëa’s was enlivened with the thought that he needn’t fear Kåñëa,
because if he simply surrendered unto Him, Kåñëa would give him all protection.
Kåñëa is sometimes compared to the moon, which does not hesitate to distribute its
soothing rays, even on the houses of the caëòälas and other untouchables.
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38. Happy
Any person who is always joyful and untouched by any distress is called happy.
As far as Kåñëa’s enjoyment is concerned, it is stated that the ornaments which
decorated the bodies of Kåñëa and His queens were beyond the dreams of Kuvera,
the treasurer of the heavenly kingdom. The constant dancing before the doors of
Kåñëa’s palaces was not to be imagined even by the demigods in the heavenly
kingdom. In the heavenly kingdom, Indra always sees the dancing of the society girls.
But even Indra could not imagine how beautiful were the dances being performed at
the gates of Kåñëa’s palaces. Gauré means “white woman,” and Lord Çiva’s wife is
called Gauré. The beautiful women residing within the palaces of Kåñëa were so much
whiter than Gauré that they were compared to the moonshine, and they were
constantly visible to Kåñëa. Therefore, no one can be enjoying more than Kåñëa. The
conception of enjoyment is beautiful women, ornaments and riches. And all of these
were fabulously present in the palaces of Kåñëa, defeating even the imagination of
Kuvera, Lord Indra or Lord Çiva.
Not even a slight distress can touch Kåñëa. Once some of the gopés went to the place
where the brähmaëas were performing sacrifices and said, “Dear wives of the
brähmaëas, you must know that not even a slight smell of distress can touch Kåñëa.
He knows no loss, He knows no defamation, He has no fear, He has no anxiety, and
He does not know calamity. He is simply encircled by the dancers of Vraja and is
enjoying their company in the räsa dance.”

39. Well-wisher of His Devotees
It is said of Kåñëa’s devotees that if they offer even a little water or a tulasé leaf in
devotion to Lord Viñëu, Lord Viñëu is so kind that He will sell Himself to them.
Kåñëa’s favoritism toward His devotees was exhibited in His fight with Bhéñma. When
Grandfather Bhéñma was lying at the point of death on the bed of arrows, Kåñëa was
present before him, and Bhéñma was remembering how Kåñëa had been kind to him
on the battlefield. Kåñëa had promised that in the Battle of Kurukñetra He would not
even touch a weapon to help either side; He would remain neutral. Although Kåñëa
was Arjuna’s charioteer, He had promised that He would not help Arjuna by using
any weapons. But one day Bhéñma, in order to nullify Kåñëa’s promise, exhibited his
fighting spirit so magnificently against Arjuna that Kåñëa was obliged to get down
from His chariot. Taking up a broken chariot wheel, He ran toward Grandfather
Bhéñma as a lion runs toward an elephant to kill it. Grandfather Bhéñma remembered
this scene, and He later praised Kåñëa for His glorious favoritism toward His devotee,
Arjuna, even at the risk of breaking His own promise.

40. Controlled by Love
Kåñëa becomes obliged to the loving spirit of the devotee and not exactly to the
service rendered. No one can serve Kåñëa completely. He is so complete and selfsufficient that He has no need of any service from the devotee. It is the devotee’s
attitude of love and affection for Kåñëa that makes Him obliged. A very nice example
of this obligatory behavior was manifested when Sudämä Vipra went to Kåñëa’s
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palace. Sudämä Vipra had been a class friend of Kåñëa’s, and due to his poverty he
was induced by his wife to see Kåñëa to request some aid. When Sudämä Vipra
reached Kåñëa’s palace, Kåñëa received him very well, and both He and His wife
washed the feet of Sudämä Vipra, showing respect to the brähmaëa. Remembering
His loving affairs with Sudämä in their childhood, Kåñëa began to shed tears while
receiving him.
Another instance of Kåñëa’s obligation to His devotee is described in the Tenth
Canto, Ninth Chapter, verse 18, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, where Çukadeva Gosvämé
tells King Parékñit, “My dear King, when Mother Yaçodä was perspiring, tired of
trying to bind Kåñëa up with rope, Kåñëa agreed to allow her to bind Him.” Kåñëa, as
a child, was disturbing His mother by His naughty activities, and she wanted to bind
Him up. Mother Yaçodä brought some rope from the house and tried to tie up the
child, but she could not tie a knot due to the shortness of the rope. She tied together
many ropes, but when she finished still the rope was too short. After a while she felt
very tired and began to perspire. At that time Kåñëa agreed to be bound up by His
mother. In other words, no one can bind Kåñëa by any means other than love. He is
bound only by obligation to His devotees, because of their ecstatic love for Him.

41. All-auspicious
A person who is always engaged in auspicious welfare activities for everyone is
known as all-auspicious.
After the disappearance of Lord Kåñëa from this planet, Uddhava began to
remember the activities of the Lord and said, “Kåñëa satisfied all great sages by His
wonderful pastimes. He demolished all of the demoniac activities of the cruel royal
order, protected all pious men and killed all cruel fighters on the battlefield.
Therefore He is all-auspicious for all men.”

42. Most Powerful
A person who can always put his enemy into calamities is called powerful.
When Kåñëa was present on this planet, just as the powerful sun drives all darkness
to take shelter in caves, He drove away all of His enemies, who fled like owls to take
shelter beyond His sight.

43. All-famous
A person who becomes well known due to his spotless character is called famous.
It is stated that the diffusion of Kåñëa’s fame is like the moonshine, which turns
darkness into light. In other words, if Kåñëa consciousness is preached all over the
world, the darkness of ignorance and the anxiety of material existence will turn into
the whiteness of purity, peacefulness and prosperity.
When the great sage Närada was chanting the glories of the Lord, the bluish line on
the neck of Lord Çiva disappeared. Upon seeing this, Gauré, the wife of Lord Çiva,
suspected Lord Çiva of being someone else disguised as her husband, and out of fear
she immediately left his company. Upon hearing the chanting of Kåñëa’s name, Lord
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Balaräma saw that His dress had become white, although He was generally
accustomed to a bluish dress. And the cowherd girls saw all of the water of the
Yamunä River turn into milk, so they began to churn it into butter. In other words,
by the spreading of Kåñëa consciousness, or the glories of Kåñëa, everything became
white and pure.

44. Popular
Any person who is very dear to people in general is called a popular man.
As for Kåñëa’s popularity, there is a statement in the First Canto, Eleventh Chapter,
verse 9, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, that deals with His returning home from the capital
of Hastinäpura. While He had been absent from Dvärakä at the Battle of Kurukñetra,
all the citizens of Dvärakä had become morose. Then, when He returned, the citizens
joyfully received Him and said, “Dear Lord, while You were absent from the city, we
passed our days in the darkness of night. As in the darkness of night every moment
appears to be a long duration of time, so while You were gone every moment
appeared to us like millions of years. Your separation is completely unbearable to
us.” This statement shows how popular Kåñëa was all over the country.
A similar incident occurred when Kåñëa entered the arena of sacrifice arranged by
King Kaàsa for His death. As soon as He entered the place, all the sages began to
cry, “Jaya! Jaya! Jaya!” (which means “Victory!”). Kåñëa was a boy at that time, and
all the sages offered their respectful blessings to Him. The demigods who were
present also began to offer beautiful prayers to Kåñëa. And the ladies and girls
present expressed their joy from all corners of the arena. In other words, there was
no one in that particular place with whom Kåñëa was not very popular.

45. Partiality to Devotees
Although Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and is therefore not partial
to anyone, it is stated in Bhagavad-gétä that He has special attraction for a devotee
who worships His name in love and affection. When Kåñëa was on this planet, one
devotee expressed his feeling in this way: “My dear Lord, if You had not appeared
on this planet, then the asuras [demons] and atheists would have surely created havoc
against the activities of the devotees. I cannot imagine the magnitude of such
devastation prevented by Your presence.” From the very beginning of His
appearance, Kåñëa was the greatest enemy of all demoniac persons, although Kåñëa’s
enmity toward the demons is actually comparable to His friendship with the devotees.
This is because any demon who is killed by Kåñëa receives immediate salvation.

46. Very Attractive to All Women
Any person who has special qualifications becomes immediately very attractive to
women.
A devotee made the following statement about the queens of Dvärakä: “How shall I
describe the glories of the queens of Dvärakä, who were personally engaged in the
service of the Lord? The Lord is so great that simply by chanting His name all the
great sages like Närada can enjoy transcendental bliss. So what can be said about
those queens, who were at every moment seeing the Lord and serving Him
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personally?” Kåñëa had 16,108 wives in Dvärakä, and each and every one of them
was attracted to Kåñëa just as iron is attracted by a magnet. There is a statement by a
devotee: “My dear Lord, You are just like a magnet, and all the damsels of Vraja are
just like iron: in whichever direction You are moving they are following You, as iron
is attracted by magnetic force.”

47. All-worshipable
A person who is respected and worshiped by all kinds of human beings and demigods
is called sarvärädhya, or all-worshipable.
Kåñëa is worshiped not only by all living entities, including the great demigods like
Lord Çiva and Lord Brahmä, but also by Viñëu expansions (forms of Godhead) such
as Baladeva and Çeña. Baladeva is a direct expansion of Kåñëa, but He still accepts
Kåñëa as worshipable. When Kåñëa appeared in the arena of the Räjasüya sacrifice
organized by Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, to all present, including great sages and
demigods, Kåñëa became the cynosure, the center of attraction, and everyone offered
Him respects.

48. All-opulent
Kåñëa is full in all opulences—namely strength, wealth, fame, beauty, knowledge and
renunciation. When Kåñëa was present in Dvärakä, His family, which is known as the
Yadu dynasty, consisted of 560 million members. And all of these family members
were very obedient and faithful to Kåñëa. There were more than 900,000 big palatial
buildings there to house all the people, and everyone in them respected Kåñëa as the
most worshipable. Devotees were astonished to see the opulence of Kåñëa.
This was verified by Bilvamaìgala Öhäkura when in Kåñëa-karëämåta he addressed
Kåñëa thus: “My dear Lord, what can I say about the opulence of Your Våndävana?
Simply the ornaments on the legs of the damsels of Våndävana are more than
cintämaëi, and their dresses are as good as the heavenly pärijäta flowers. And the
cows exactly resemble the surabhi cows in the transcendental abode. Therefore Your
opulence is just like an ocean that no one can measure.”

49. All-honorable
A person who is chief among all important persons is called all honorable.
When Kåñëa was living at Dvärakä, demigods like Lord Çiva, Lord Brahmä, Indra
the King of heaven and many others used to come to visit Him. The doorkeeper, who
had to manage the entrance of all these demigods, one very busy day said, “My dear
Lord Brahmä and Lord Çiva, please sit down on this bench and wait. My dear Indra,
please desist from reading your prayers. This is creating a disturbance. Please wait
silently. My dear Varuëa, please go away. And my dear demigods, do not waste your
time uselessly. Kåñëa is very busy; He cannot see you!”

50. The Supreme Controller
There are two kinds of controllers, or lords: one who is independent is called
controller, and one whose orders cannot be neglected by anyone is called controller.
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Regarding Kåñëa’s complete independence and lordship, Çrémad-Bhägavatam says
that although Käliya was a great offender, Kåñëa still favored him by marking his
head with His lotus feet, whereas Lord Brahmä, although having prayed to Kåñëa
with so many wonderful verses, still could not attract Him.
This contradictory treatment by Kåñëa is just befitting His position, because in all the
Vedic literature He is described as the complete independent. In the beginning of
Çrémad-Bhägavatam the Lord is described as svaräö, which means “completely
independent.” That is the position of the Supreme Absolute Truth. The Absolute
Truth is not only sentient, but is also completely independent.
As for Kåñëa’s orders not being neglected by anyone, in Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Third
Canto, Second Chapter, verse 21, Uddhava tells Vidura, “Lord Kåñëa is the master
of the three modes of material nature. He is the enjoyer of all opulences, and
therefore there is no one equal to or greater than Him.” All the great kings and
emperors used to come before Him, offer their gifts and pay obeisances with their
helmets at the feet of the Lord. One devotee said, “My dear Kåñëa, when You order
Brahmä, ‘Now you may create the universe,’ and when You order Lord Çiva, ‘Now
you dissolve this material manifestation,’ You are in this way creating and dissolving
the material creation Yourself. Simply by Your orders and by Your partial
representation of Viñëu, You are maintaining the universes. In this way, O Kåñëa, O
enemy of Kaàsa, there are so many Brahmäs and Çivas who are simply carrying out
Your orders.”

51. Changeless
Kåñëa does not change His constitutional position, not even when He appears in this
material world. Ordinary living entities have their constitutional spiritual positions
covered. They appear in different bodies, and under the different bodily concepts of
life they act. But Kåñëa does not change His body. He appears in His own body and
is therefore not affected by the modes of material nature. In the First Canto, Eleventh
Chapter, verse 38, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is stated that the special prerogative of
the supreme controller is that He is not at all affected by the modes of nature. The
practical example of this is that devotees who are under the protection of the Lord
are also not affected by material nature. To overcome the influence of material
nature is very difficult, but the devotees or the saintly persons who are under the
protection of the Lord are not affected. So what need is there to speak of the Lord
Himself? To be more clear, although the Lord sometimes appears in this material
world, He has nothing to do with the modes of material nature, and He acts with full
independence in His transcendental position. This is the special quality of the Lord.

52. All-cognizant
Any person who can understand the feelings of all persons and incidents in all places
at all times is called all-cognizant.
A nice example of the all-cognizant quality of the Lord is described in ÇrémadBhägavatam, First Canto, Fifteenth Chapter, verse 11, in connection with Durväsä
Muni’s visit to the house of the Päëòavas in the forest. Following a calculated plan,
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Duryodhana sent Durväsä Muni and his ten thousand disciples to be guests of the
Päëòavas in the forest. Duryodhana arranged for Durväsä and his men to reach the
place of the Päëòavas just when the Päëòavas’ lunchtime ended, so that the Päëòavas
would be caught without sufficient means to feed such a large number of guests.
Knowing Duryodhana’s plan, Kåñëa came to the Päëòavas and asked their wife,
Draupadé, if there were any remnants of food which she could offer to Him. Draupadé
offered Him a container in which there was only a little fragment of some vegetable
preparation, and Kåñëa at once ate it. At that moment all of the sages accompanying
Durväsä were taking bath in the river, and when Kåñëa felt satisfaction from eating
Draupadé’s offering, they also felt satisfaction, and their hunger was gone. Because
Durväsä and his men were unable to eat anything more, they went away without
coming into the house of the Päëòavas. In this way the Päëòavas were saved from the
wrath of Durväsä. Duryodhana had sent them because he knew that since the
Päëòavas would not be able to receive such a large number, Durväsä would become
angry, and the Päëòavas would be cursed. But Kåñëa saved them from this calamity
by His trick and by His all-cognizant quality.

53. Ever Fresh
Kåñëa is always remembered, and His name is always chanted by millions of devotees,
but the devotees never become satiated. Instead of becoming disinterested in
thinking of Kåñëa and in chanting His holy name, the devotees get newer and newer
impetus to continue the process. Therefore Kåñëa is ever fresh. Not only Kåñëa
Himself, but also Kåñëa’s knowledge is ever fresh. Bhagavad-gétä, which was
imparted five thousand years ago, is still being read repeatedly by many, many men,
and still new light is always being found in it. Therefore, Kåñëa and His name, fame,
qualities—and everything in relationship with Him—is ever fresh.
All the queens at Dvärakä were goddesses of fortune. It is said in ÇrémadBhägavatam, First Canto, Eleventh Chapter, verse 33, that the goddesses of fortune
are very fickle and restless, so no one can consistently captivate them. Thus one’s
luck will always change sometime. Yet the goddesses of fortune could not leave Kåñëa
for even a moment when they were residing with Him at Dvärakä. This means that
Kåñëa’s attraction is ever fresh. Even the goddesses of fortune cannot leave His
company.
Regarding Kåñëa’s attractive features being ever fresh, there is a statement by
Rädhäräëé in the Lalita-mädhava in which Kåñëa is compared to the greatest
sculptor, because He is expert in chiseling at the chastity of women. In other words,
although chaste women may follow the rules and regulations of Vedic principles to
become ever faithful to their husbands, Kåñëa is able to break their stonelike chastity
with the chisel of His beauty. Most of the girlfriends of Kåñëa were married, but
because Kåñëa was their friend before their marriages, they could not forget His
attractive features, which were always fascinating to them, even after their marriages.

54. Sac-cid-änanda-vigraha
Kåñëa’s transcendental body is eternal, full of knowledge and bliss. Sat means everexisting for all time and in all places; in other words, all-pervading in time and space.
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Cit means full of knowledge. Kåñëa has nothing to learn from anyone. He is
independently full of all knowledge. Änanda means the reservoir of all pleasure.
Those who realize the self, or become brahma-bhüta [ÇB 4.30.20], are only preparing
themselves for the platform of joyfulness. That joyfulness can be actually achieved
only when one comes into contact with Kåñëa.

55. Possessing All Mystic Perfections
There are many standards of perfection. The highest material perfections, obtained
by perfect yogés, are listed as eight: to become the smallest of the small, to become
the greatest of the great, etc. All of these material perfections, as well as all spiritual
perfections, can be found fully in Kåñëa’s personality.

56. Kåñëa’s Inconceivable Potencies
Kåñëa is present everywhere, not only within the universe, not only within the hearts
of all living entities, but also within every atom. In the prayers of Queen Kunté we
find mention of this inconceivable potency of Kåñëa. While Kåñëa was talking with
Kunté, He simultaneously entered the womb of Uttarä, who was in danger due to the
atomic weapon of Açvatthämä. Kåñëa can illusion even Lord Brahmä and Lord Çiva,
and He can protect all surrendered devotees from the reactions of sinful activities.
These are some of the examples of His inconceivable potencies.
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé therefore offers his obeisances unto Kåñëa by saying, “Kåñëa,
who is present as a human being, has as His mere shadow the whole material nature.
He has expanded Himself into so many cows, calves and cowherd boys, and He has
again manifested Himself in all of them as the four-handed Näräyaëa. He has taught
millions of Brahmäs self-realization, and thus He is worshipable not only by the heads
of all universes, but by everyone else also. Therefore let me always accept Him as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
When Indra was defeated by Kåñëa in the matter of taking the pärijäta plant from
heaven, Närada met Indra and criticized him, “O Indra, great King of heaven, Kåñëa
has already defeated Lord Brahmä and Lord Çiva. So what can be said of an
insignificant demigod like you?” Närada Muni, of course, was criticizing Indra
jokingly, and Indra enjoyed it. In Närada’s statement it is confirmed that Kåñëa was
able to illusion even Lord Brahmä and Lord Çiva, as well as Indra. So there is no
question of Kåñëa’s power to do the same to lesser living entities.
A description of Kåñëa’s power in minimizing the sufferings of sinful reactions is
given in Brahma-saàhitä as follows: “Beginning from the great King of heaven down
to the ant, everyone is undergoing the reactions of past deeds. But a devotee of Kåñëa
is relieved from such reactions by the grace of Kåñëa.” This was clearly proved when
Kåñëa went to the place of Yamaräja, the Lord of death, to reclaim the dead son of
His teacher. Kåñëa’s teacher had requested Kåñëa to bring back his dead son, and to
do so Kåñëa went to the place of Yamaräja to claim that soul, who had been brought
there by Yamaräja and was being kept under his control. Kåñëa immediately ordered
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Yamaräja, “Be benefited by My order and return that soul unto Me!” The purport of
this incident is that even a person who is under the regulative principles of the laws
of nature, and is therefore punishable by Yamaräja under these laws, can be granted
complete immunity by the grace of Kåñëa.
Kåñëa’s inconceivable potencies have been described by Çukadeva Gosvämé as
follows: “Kåñëa is bewildering my intelligence because, although He is unborn, He
has appeared as the son of Nanda Mahäräja. He is all-pervading, but still He is held
on the lap of Yaçodä. In spite of His being all-pervasive, He has become limited by
the love of Yaçodä. Although He has innumerable forms, still He is moving as one
Kåñëa before His father and mother, Nanda and Yaçodä.” In the Brahma-saàhitä
also it is said that although Kåñëa is eternally living in Goloka Våndävana, His
transcendental abode, He is still present everywhere, even within the atoms.

57. Kåñëa’s Body Generates Innumerable Universes
In the Tenth Canto, Fourteenth Chapter, verse 11, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Lord
Brahmä says, “My dear Lord, false ego, intelligence, mind, sky, air, fire, water and
earth are the material ingredients of this universe, which can be compared to a
gigantic pot. In that gigantic pot my body is of insignificant measurement, and even
though one of the many universes is created by me, innumerable universes are
coming and going from the pores of Your body, just as atomic particles are seen
flickering in the sunlight. I think I am very, very insignificant before You, and I am
therefore begging Your pardon. Please be merciful toward me.”
If one takes account of only one universe, he will find so many combinations of
wonderful things within, because there are innumerable planets, innumerable
residences and places of demigods. The diameter of the universe is four billion miles,
and it is infested with many unfathomable regions known as Pätälas, or lower
planetary systems. Although Kåñëa is the origin of all this, He can always be seen in
Våndävana, exhibiting His inconceivable potencies. So who can adequately worship
such an all-powerful Lord, possessed of such inconceivable energy?

58. The Original Source of All Incarnations
Jayadeva Gosvämé, in his Géta-govinda, has sung as follows: “The Lord has saved the
Vedas in His form as a fish, and He has borne the whole universe on His back in the
form of a tortoise. He has picked up this earthly planet from the water in the form of
a boar. He has killed Hiraëyakaçipu in the form of Nåsiàha. He has cheated
Mahäräja Bali in the form of Vämana. He has annihilated all the dynasties of the
kñatriyas in the form of Paraçuräma. He has killed all the demons in the form of Lord
Räma. He has accepted the great plow in the form of Balaräma. He has annihilated
all the atheistic persons in the form of Kalki. And He has saved all the poor animals
in the form of Lord Buddha.” These are some of the descriptions of the incarnations
emanating from Kåñëa, and from Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is understood that
innumerable incarnations are always coming out from the body of Kåñëa, just like
waves in the ocean. No one can even count how many waves there are, and similarly
no one can count how many incarnations are coming from the Lord’s body.
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59. Kåñëa Gives Salvation to the Enemies That He Kills
Another name for salvation is apavarga. Apavarga is the opposite of pavarga, or the
various miserable conditions of material existence. The word pa-varga indicates the
combination of five Sanskrit letters: pa, pha, ba, bha and ma. These letters are the
first letters of the words for five different conditions, as described below. The first
letter, pa, comes from the word paräbhava, which means “defeat.” In this material
struggle for existence, we are simply meeting defeat. Actually, we have to conquer
birth, death, disease and old age, and because there is no possibility of overcoming
all these miserable conditions, due to the illusion of mäyä we are simply meeting with
paräbhava, or defeat. The next letter, pha, is taken from the word phena. Phena is the
foam which is found on the mouth when one is very tired (as is commonly observed
with horses). The letter ba comes from the word bandha, or bondage. Bha is taken
from the word bhéti, or fearfulness. Ma is taken from the word måti, or death. So the
word pavarga signifies our struggle for existence and our meeting with defeat,
exhaustion, bondage, fearfulness and, at last, death. Apavarga means that which can
nullify all of these material conditions. Kåñëa is said to be the giver of apavarga, the
path of liberation.
For the impersonalists and the enemies of Kåñëa, liberation means merging into the
Supreme. The demons and the impersonalists do not care for Kåñëa, but Kåñëa is so
kind that He gives this liberation even to His enemies and to the impersonalists.
There is the following statement in this connection: “O Muräri [Kåñëa]! How
wonderful it is that although the demons, who were always envious of the demigods,
have failed to penetrate Your military phalanx, they have penetrated the region of
mitra, the sun globe.” The word mitra is used metaphorically. Mitra means “the sun
globe,” and mitra also means “friend.” The demons who opposed Kåñëa as enemies
wanted to penetrate His military phalanx, but instead of doing this, they died in
battle, and the result was that they penetrated the planet of Mitra, or the sun planet.
In other words, they entered into the Brahman effulgence. The example of the sun
planet is given here because the sun is ever-illuminating, like the spiritual sky, where
there are innumerable illuminating Vaikuëöha planets. The enemies of Kåñëa were
killed, and instead of penetrating Kåñëa’s phalanx, they entered into the friendly
atmosphere of the spiritual effulgence. That is the mercy of Kåñëa, and therefore He
is known as the deliverer of His enemies also.

60. The Attractor of Liberated Souls
There are many examples of how Kåñëa attracted even great liberated souls like
Çukadeva Gosvämé and the Kumäras. In this connection the following statement was
given by the Kumäras: “How wonderful it is that although we are completely
liberated, free from desire and situated at the stage of paramahaàsa, we are still
aspiring to taste the pastimes of Rädhä and Kåñëa.”
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61. Performer of Wonderful Activities
In the Båhad-vämana Puräëa, the Lord says, “Although I have many fascinating
pastimes, whenever I think of the räsa-lélä, which I perform with the gopés, I become
eager to have it again.”
One devotee has said, “I know about Näräyaëa, the husband of the goddess of
fortune, and I also know about many other incarnations of the Lord. Certainly all the
pastimes of such incarnations are exciting to my mind, but still the pastimes of the
räsa-lélä performed by Lord Kåñëa Himself are wonderfully increasing my
transcendental pleasure.”

62. Kåñëa Is Surrounded by Loving Devotees
When we speak of Kåñëa, Kåñëa is not alone. “Kåñëa” means His name, His qualities,
His fame, His friends, His paraphernalia, His entourage—all of these are included.
When we speak of a king, it is to be understood that he is surrounded by ministers,
secretaries, military commanders and many other people. Similarly, Kåñëa is not
impersonal. In His Våndävana lélä especially, He is surrounded by the gopés, the
cowherd boys, His father, His mother and all the inhabitants of Våndävana.
In the Tenth Canto, Thirty-first Chapter, verse 15, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the gopés
lament, “My dear Kåñëa, during the daytime when You go out into the forest of
Våndävana with Your cows, we consider one moment to be twelve years, and it is
very difficult for us to pass the time. And again when You come back at the end of
the day, by seeing Your beautiful face we are so much attracted that we are unable
to stop looking upon You constantly. At these times, when there is occasional
blinking of our eyelids, we condemn the creator, Lord Brahmä, as a dunce, because
he does not know how to make perfect eyes!” In other words, the gopés were
disturbed by the blinking of their eyes, because for the moment that their eyes were
closed they could not see Kåñëa. This means that the gopés’ love for Kåñëa was so
great and ecstatic that they were disturbed by even His momentary absence. And
when they saw Kåñëa, they were also disturbed. This is a paradox.
One gopé, expressing herself to Kåñëa, says, “When we meet You at night, we
consider the duration of night to be very small. And why speak of only this night?
Even if we had a night of Brahmä we would consider it a very short time!” We get an
idea of Brahmä’s day from the following statement of Bhagavad-gétä (8.17): “By
human calculation, a thousand yuga cycles taken together is Brahmä’s one day. And
such also is the duration of his night.” The gopés said that even if they could have that
duration of night, it would still not be sufficient for their meeting with Kåñëa.

63. Kåñëa’s Attractive Flute
In the Tenth Canto, Thirty-fifth Chapter, verses 14-15, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the
gopés tell Mother Yaçodä, “When your son plays on His flute, Lord Çiva, Lord
Brahmä and Indra—although they are supposed to be the greatest learned scholars
and personalities—all become bewildered. Although they are all very great
personalities, by hearing the sound of Kåñëa’s flute they humbly bow down and
become grave from studying the sound vibrated.”
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In his book Vidagdha-mädhava, Çré Rüpa Gosvämé thus describes the vibration of
Kåñëa’s flute: “The sound vibration created by the flute of Kåñëa wonderfully stopped
Lord Çiva from playing his òiëòima drum, and the same flute has caused great sages
like the four Kumäras to become disturbed in their meditation. It has caused Lord
Brahmä, who was sitting on the lotus flower for the creative function, to become
astonished. And Anantadeva, who was calmly holding all the planets on His hoods,
was moving in this way and that due to the transcendental vibration from Kåñëa’s
flute, which penetrated through the covering of this universe and reached to the
spiritual sky.”

64. Kåñëa’s Exquisite Beauty
In the Third Canto, Second Chapter, verse 12, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Uddhava tells
Vidura, “My dear sir, Kåñëa’s form was most wonderful when He appeared on this
planet and exhibited the potency of His internal energy. His wonderfully attractive
form was present during His pastimes on this planet, and by His internal potency He
exhibited His opulences, which are striking to everyone. His personal beauty was so
great that there was no necessity for His wearing ornaments on His body. In fact,
instead of the ornaments’ beautifying Kåñëa, Kåñëa’s beauty enhanced the
ornaments.”
Regarding the attractiveness of Kåñëa’s bodily beauty and the sound vibration of His
flute, in the Tenth Canto, Twenty-ninth Chapter, verse 40, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam,
the gopés address Kåñëa as follows: “Although our attitude toward You resembles
loving affairs with a paramour, we cannot but wonder at how no woman can maintain
her chastity upon hearing the vibration from Your flute. And not only women, but
even stronghearted men are subject to falling down from their position at the sound
of Your flute. In fact, we have seen that in Våndävana even the cows, the deer, the
birds, the trees—everyone—has been enchanted by the sweet vibration of Your flute
and the fascinating beauty of Your person.”
In Rüpa Gosvämé’s Lalita-mädhava, it is said, “One day Kåñëa happened to see the
shadow of His beautiful form reflected on the jeweled foreground. Upon seeing this
bodily reflection, He expressed His feelings: ‘How wonderful it is that I have never
seen such a beautiful form! Although it is My own form, still, like Rädhäräëé, I am
trying to embrace this form and enjoy celestial bliss.’” This statement shows how
Kåñëa and His shadow reflection are one and the same. There is no difference
between Kåñëa and His shadow reflection, nor between Kåñëa and His picture. That
is the transcendental position of Kåñëa.
The above statements describe some of the wonderful reservoirs of pleasure within
Kåñëa, as well as the transcendental qualities of His personality. The transcendental
qualities of Kåñëa are compared to the ocean: no one can estimate the length and
breadth of the ocean. But as one can understand the ocean’s contents simply by
testing one drop of it, so these statements will give us some understanding of Kåñëa’s
transcendental position and qualities.
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In the Tenth Canto, Fourteenth Chapter, verse 7, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Lord
Brahmä says, “My dear Lord, the inconceivable qualities, beauties and activities
which You have revealed by Your presence on this planet cannot be calculated by
any material measurement. If one even tries to imagine, ‘Kåñëa may be like this,’ that
is also impossible. The day may come when the material scientist, after many, many
births or after many, many years, will be able to estimate the atomic constitution of
the whole world, or he may be able to count the atomic fragments that permeate the
sky, or he may even give an estimate of all the atoms within the universe, but still he
will never be able to count the transcendental qualities in Your reservoir of
transcendental bliss.”

After describing the different opulences of Kåñëa, Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé tries to
further describe the transcendental beauties and qualities of the Lord as decorated,
enjoying, pleasing, dependable, steady and predominating. He is also described as a
meticulous dresser and a magnanimous personality. These are generally considered
to be the qualities of great personalities.

Decorated
It is said that a person is great if he is decorated with the qualities of being very
merciful toward the unfortunate, very powerful, superior, chivalrous, enthusiastic,
expert and truthful. These decorations were manifested in the character of Kåñëa
during His govardhana-lélä. At that time the whole tract of land in Våndävana was
being disturbed by the rains sent by Indra, as described elsewhere. At first Kåñëa
thought, “Let Me retaliate against this vengeance of Indra by destroying his heavenly
kingdom,” but later on, when He thought of the insignificance of the King of heaven,
Kåñëa changed His mind and felt merciful toward Indra. No one is able to tolerate
the wrath of Kåñëa, so instead of retaliating against Indra, He simply showed His
compassion for His friends in Våndävana by lifting the whole of Govardhana Hill to
protect them.

Enjoying
When a person is seen to be always happy and is accustomed to speak smilingly, he
is considered to be in the mode of enjoyment. This trait was found in Kåñëa when He
appeared at the sacrificial arena of King Kaàsa. It is described that the lotus-eyed
Kåñëa entered among the wrestlers without being impolite to them, glanced over
them with determination and seemed to them just like an elephant attacking some
plants. Even while speaking to them, Kåñëa was still smiling, and in this way He stood
valiantly upon the wrestling dais.

Pleasing
When one’s characteristics are very sweet and desirable, his personality is called
pleasing. An example of Kåñëa’s pleasing nature is described as follows: “One day
while Kåñëa was awaiting the arrival of Çrématé Rädhäräëé by the bank of the
Yamunä, He began to make a garland of kadamba flowers. In the meantime, Çrématé
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Rädhäräëé appeared there, and at that time Muräri [Kåñëa], the enemy of Mura,
glanced over Rädhäräëé very sweetly.”

Dependable
Any person who is reliable in all circumstances is called dependable. In this
connection Rüpa Gosvämé says that even the demons were relying upon the
dependability of Kåñëa, because they were confident that Kåñëa would never attack
them without due cause. Therefore, with faith and confidence, they used to live with
their doors wide open. And the demigods, although afraid of the demons, were
confident of the protection of Kåñëa. Therefore, even in the midst of danger they
were engaged in sportive activities. Persons who had never undergone the
reformatory ritualistic ceremonies of the Vedas were confident that Kåñëa would
accept only faith and devotion, and so they were engaged in Kåñëa consciousness and
were freed from all anxieties. In other words, all kinds of men, from the demigods
down to the uncultured, can rely on the causeless mercy of the Supreme Lord.

Steady
A person who is not disturbed even in a situation of reverses is called steady. This
steadiness was observed in Kåñëa in connection with His chastising the demon known
as Bäëa. The Bäëa demon had many hands, and Kåñëa was cutting off these hands
one after another. This Bäëa was a great devotee of Lord Çiva and the goddess Durgä.
Thus, when Bäëa was being chastised, Lord Çiva and Durgä became very furious at
Kåñëa. But Kåñëa did not care for them.

Predominating
A person who can affect the mind of everyone is called predominating. As far as
Kåñëa’s predomination is concerned, in the Tenth Canto, Forty-third Chapter, verse
17, of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Kåñëa is described thus by Çukadeva Gosvämé to King
Parékñit: “My dear King, Kåñëa is a thunderbolt to the wrestlers; to the common man
He is the most beautiful human being; to the young girls He is just like Cupid; to the
cowherd men and women He is the most intimate relative; to the impious kings He
is the supreme ruler; to His parents, Nanda and Yaçodä, He is just a baby; to Kaàsa,
the King of Bhoja, He is death personified; to the dull and stupid He is just like a
stone; to the yogés He is the Supreme Absolute Truth; and to the Våñëis He is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In such a predominating position, Kåñëa appeared
in that arena along with His older brother, Balaräma.” When Kåñëa, the reservoir of
all mellows, was present in the arena of Kaàsa, He appeared differently to the
different persons who were related to Him in different mellows. It is stated in
Bhagavad-gétä that He appears to every person according to one’s relationship with
Him.
Sometimes learned scholars describe “predominating” to mean a person intolerant
of being neglected. This peculiarity in Kåñëa was visible when Kaàsa was insulting
Mahäräja Nanda. Vasudeva was asking Kåñëa’s assistance in killing Kaàsa, and
Kåñëa was glancing over Kaàsa with longing eyes, just like a prostitute, and was just
preparing to jump at the King.
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Meticulous Dresser
A person who is very fond of dressing himself is called lalita, or a meticulous dresser.
This characteristic was found in Kåñëa in two ways: sometimes He used to decorate
Çrématé Rädhäräëé with various marks, and sometimes, when He was preparing to kill
demons like Ariñöäsura, He would take care to arrange His belt very nicely.

Magnanimous
Persons who can give themselves to anyone are called magnanimous. No one could
be more magnanimous than Kåñëa, because He is always prepared to give Himself
completely to His devotee. Even to one who is not a devotee, Kåñëa in His form of
Lord Caitanya is prepared to give Himself and to grant deliverance.
Although Kåñëa is independent of everyone, out of His causeless mercy He is
dependent upon Garga Åñi for religious instruction; for learning the military art He
is dependent upon Sätyaki; and for good counsel He is dependent upon His friend
Uddhava.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 21,22,24
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2. Kåñëa’s Personality
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé states that although Lord Kåñëa is the reservoir of unlimited
pleasure and the greatest leader of all, He is still dependent upon His devotees in
three ways. According to the emotional status of the devotee, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead is appreciated in three ways: as the most perfect, as very
perfect and as perfect. When He exhibits Himself in fullness, He is appreciated by
great learned scholars as most perfect. When He exhibits Himself in lesser degrees,
He is called very perfect. And when He exhibits still less, He is called perfect. This
means that Kåñëa is appreciated for three degrees of perfection. These three degrees
of perfection are especially exhibited as follows: when He is in Goloka Våndävana
His transcendental qualities are exhibited as most perfect, when He is in Mathurä He
exhibits His qualities as very perfect, and when He is in Dvärakä He exhibits His
qualities as perfect.

Kåñëa’s personality is analyzed as dhérodätta, dhéra-lalita, dhéra-praçänta and
dhéroddhata. If one asks how a personality can be beheld in four quite opposing ways,
the answer is that the Lord is the reservoir of all transcendental qualities and
activities. Therefore, His different aspects can be analyzed according to the
exhibition of His limitless variety of pastimes, and as such there is no contradiction.

Dhérodätta
A dhérodätta is a person who is naturally very grave, gentle, forgiving, merciful,
determined, humble, highly qualified, chivalrous and physically attractive.
In this connection, the following statement given by Indra, the King of heaven, is very
significant: “My dear Lord, I admit that I have committed great offenses unto You,
but I cannot express my feelings of regret, being bewildered at seeing Your
extraordinary chivalrous spirit, Your endeavor to protect Your devotees, Your
determination, Your steadiness in lifting the great hill of Govardhana, Your beautiful
bodily features and Your astonishing characteristic of being pleased simply by
accepting the prayers of Your devotees and offenders.”
The above statement by the King of heaven is an exact corroboration of Kåñëa’s being
dhérodätta. Many learned scholars have agreed to also accept Lord Rämacandra as
dhérodätta, but all of Lord Rämacandra’s qualities are also included in the character
of Lord Kåñëa.

Dhéra-lalita
A person is called dhéra-lalita if he is naturally very funny, always in full
youthfulness, expert in joking and free from all anxieties. Such a dhéra-lalita
personality is generally found to be domesticated and very submissive to his lover.
This dhéra-lalita trait in the personality of Kåñëa is described by a Yajïa-patné, the
wife of one of the brähmaëas who were performing sacrifices in Våndävana. She tells
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her friends, “One day Çrématé Rädhäräëé, accompanied by Her associates, was taking
rest in Her garden, and at that time Lord Çré Kåñëa arrived in that assembly. After
sitting down, He began to narrate very impudently about His previous night’s
pastimes with Rädhäräëé. While He was speaking in that way, Rädhäräëé became
very embarrassed. She was feeling ashamed and was absorbed in thought, and Kåñëa
took the opportunity to mark Her breasts with different kinds of tilaka. Kåñëa proved
Himself to be very expert in that art.” In this way Kåñëa, as dhéra-lalita, was enjoying
His youthful proclivities in the company of the gopés.
Generally, those who are expert in writing drama choose to call Cupid the ideal dhéralalita, but we can more perfectly find in the personality of Kåñëa all the characteristics
of dhéra-lalita.

Dhéra-praçänta
A person who is very peaceful, forbearing, considerate and obliging is called dhérapraçänta. This dhéra-praçänta trait of Kåñëa was exhibited in His dealings with the
Päëòavas. On account of the Päëòavas’ faithful devotion to the Lord, He agreed to
become their charioteer, their advisor, their friend, their messenger and sometimes
their bodyguard. Such is an example of the result of devotional service toward Viñëu.
When Kåñëa was speaking to Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira about religious principles, He
demonstrated Himself to be a great learned scholar, but because He accepted the
position of younger cousin to Yudhiñöhira, He was speaking in a very gentle tone
which enhanced His beautiful bodily features. The movements of His eyes and the
mode of His speech proved that He was very, very expert in giving moral instruction.
Sometimes, Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira is also accepted by learned scholars as dhérapraçänta.

Dhéroddhata
A person who is very envious, proud, easily angered, restless and complacent is called
dhéroddhata by learned scholars. Such qualities were visible in the character of Lord
Kåñëa, because when He was writing a letter to Kälayavana, Kåñëa addressed him as
a sinful frog. In His letter Kåñëa advised Kälayavana that he should immediately go
and find some dark well for his residence, because there was a black snake named
Kåñëa who was very eager to devour all such sinful frogs. Kåñëa reminded Kälayavana
that He could turn all the universes to ashes simply by looking at them.
The above statement by Kåñëa seems apparently to be of an envious nature, but
according to different pastimes, places and times this quality is accepted as a great
characteristic. Kåñëa’s dhéroddhata qualities have been accepted as great because
Kåñëa uses them only to protect His devotees. In other words, even undesirable traits
may also be used in the exchange of devotional service.
Sometimes Bhéma, the second brother of the Päëòavas, is also described as
dhéroddhata.
Once, while fighting with a demon who was appearing as a deer, Kåñëa challenged
him in this way: “I have come before you as a great elephant named Kåñëa. You must
leave the battlefield, accepting defeat, or else there is death awaiting you.” This
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challenging spirit of Kåñëa’s is not contradictory to His sublime character; because
He is the Supreme Being, everything is possible in His character.
There is a nice statement in the Kürma Puräëa about these contradictory traits of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is stated there that the Supreme Person is
neither very fat nor very thin; He is always transcendental to material qualities, and
yet His bodily luster is blackish. His eyes are reddish, He is all-powerful, and He is
equipped with all different kinds of opulences. Contradictory traits in Kåñëa’s person
are not at all surprising; one should not consider the characteristics of Kåñëa, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, to be actually contradictory. One should try to
understand the traits of Kåñëa from authorities and try to understand how these
characteristics are employed by the supreme will of the Lord.
⎯ Nectar of Devotion, Ch 23
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3. Stimulants that Awaken and Nourish
Love for Çré Kåñëa
Some things which give impetus or stimulation to ecstatic love of Kåñëa are His
transcendental qualities, His uncommon activities, His smiling features, His apparel
and garlands, His flute, His buffalo horn, His leg bells, His conchshell, His footprints,
His places of pastimes (such as Våndävana), His favorite plant (tulasé), His devotee
and the periodical occasions for remembering Him. One such occasion for
remembrance is Ekädaçé, which comes twice a month on the eleventh day of the
moon, both waning and waxing. On that day all the devotees remain fasting
throughout the night and continuously chant the glories of the Lord.

Kåñëa’s Transcendental Qualities, His Uncommon Activities
⎯ and His Smile! ⎯
As far as Kåñëa’s transcendental qualities are concerned, they can be divided into
three groups: qualities pertaining to His transcendental body, qualities pertaining to
His transcendental speech and qualities pertaining to His transcendental mind.
O my Lord, the transcendental body of Kåñëa is very sweet, and His face is even
sweeter than His body. But His soft smile, which has the fragrance of honey, is
sweeter still. The beauty of Kåñëa’s smile is the sweetest feature of all. His smile is
like a full moon that spreads its rays throughout the three worlds—Goloka
Våndävana, the spiritual sky of the Vaikuëöhas, and Devé-dhäma, the material
world. Thus Kåñëa’s shining beauty spreads in all ten directions.
⎯ CC Madhya 21.136, 139
Kåñëa’s age, His transcendental bodily features, His beauty and His mildness are
qualities pertaining to His body. There is no difference between Kåñëa and His body,
and therefore the transcendental features pertaining to His body are the same as
Kåñëa Himself. But because these qualities stimulate the devotee’s ecstatic love, they
have been analyzed as separate causes of that love. To be attracted by the qualities
of Kåñëa means to be attracted by Kåñëa Himself, because there is no real distinction
between Kåñëa and His qualities. Kåñëa’s name is also Kåñëa. Kåñëa’s fame is also
Kåñëa. Kåñëa’s entourage is also Kåñëa. Kåñëa and everything related with Kåñëa
which gives stimulation to love of Kåñëa are all Kåñëa, but for our understanding
these items may be considered separately.
Kåñëa is the reservoir of all transcendental pleasure. Therefore, the impetuses to love
of Kåñëa, although seemingly different, are not actually distinct from Kåñëa Himself.
In the technical Sanskrit terms, such qualities as Kåñëa’s name and fame are accepted
both as reservoirs of and as stimulation for love of Kåñëa.

142

Kåñëa’s age is considered in three periods: from His appearance day to the end of His
fifth year is called kaumära, from the beginning of the sixth year up to the end of the
tenth year is called paugaëòa, and from the eleventh to the end of the fifteenth year
is called kaiçora. After the beginning of the sixteenth year, Kåñëa is called a yauvana,
or a youth, and this continues with no change.
As far as Kåñëa’s transcendental pastimes are concerned, they are mostly executed
during the kaumära, paugaëòa and kaiçora periods. His affectionate pastimes with
His parents are executed during His kaumära age. His friendship with the cowherd
boys is exhibited during the paugaëòa period. And His friendship with the gopés is
exhibited during the age of kaiçora. Kåñëa’s pastimes at Våndävana are finished by
the end of His fifteenth year, and then He is transferred to Mathurä and Dvärakä,
where all other pastimes are performed.
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé gives us a vivid description of Kåñëa as the reservoir of all
pleasure in his Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu. Here are some parts of that description.
Kåñëa’s kaiçora age may be divided into three parts. In the beginning of His kaiçora
age—that is, at the beginning of His eleventh year—the luster of His body becomes
so bright that it becomes an impetus for ecstatic love. Similarly, there are reddish
borders around His eyes, and a growth of soft hairs on His body. In describing this
early stage of His kaiçora age, Kundalatä, one of the residents of Våndävana, said to
her friend, “My dear friend, I have just seen an extraordinary beauty appearing in the
person of Kåñëa. His blackish bodily hue appears just like the indranéla jewel. There
are reddish signs on His eyes, and small soft hairs are coming out on His body. The
appearance of these symptoms has made Him extraordinarily beautiful.”
Sometimes the gopés would think about His soft nails, His moving eyebrows and His
teeth, which were catechu-colored from chewing pan. One description was given by a
gopé to her friend: “My dear friend, just see how the enemy of Agha has assumed such
wonderful features! His brows are just like the bow of Cupid, and they are moving just
as though they were dancing. The tips of His nails are so soft—it is as if they were dried
bamboo leaves. His teeth are reddish, and so it appears that He has assumed a feature
of anger. Under the circumstances, where is the chance for a young girl not to be
attracted by such beautiful features and not to be afraid of becoming a victim to such
beauty?”
Kåñëa’s attractive features are also described by Våndä, the gopé after whom
Våndävana was named. She told Kåñëa, “My dear Mädhava, Your newly invented
smile has so captivated the hearts of the gopés that they are simply unable to express
themselves! As such, they have become bewildered and will not talk with others. All of
these gopés have become so affected that it is as if they had offered three sprinkles of
water upon their lives. In other words, they have given up all hope for their living
condition.” According to the Indian system, when a person is dead there is a
sprinkling of water on the body. Thus, the statement of Våndä shows that the gopés
were so enchanted by the beauty of Kåñëa that because they could not express their
minds, they had decided to commit suicide.
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In this kaiçora age, beginning from the eleventh year and continuing up to the end of
the fifteenth year, Kåñëa’s arms, legs and thighs became marked with three divisional
lines. At that time Kåñëa’s chest challenged a hill of marakata jewels, His arms
challenged pillars of the indranéla jewel, the three lines of His waist challenged the
waves of the river Yamunä, and His thighs challenged beautiful bananas. One gopé
said, “With all these exquisite features of His body, Kåñëa is too extraordinarily
beautiful, and therefore I am always thinking of Him to protect me, because He is the
killer of all demons.”
The idea expressed in this statement is that the gopés were comparing their attraction
for Kåñëa to an attack by demons; and to counteract their attraction for the beauty of
Kåñëa, they were also turning to Kåñëa hopefully, because He is the killer of all kinds
of demons. In other words, they were perplexed, because on one hand they were
attracted by the beauty of Kåñëa, and on the other they needed Kåñëa to drive away
the demon of such attraction.
This kaiçora age can be translated as adolescence. At the end of this period all the
gopés said, “Kåñëa is the killer of the attraction of Cupid, and as such He disturbs the
patience of all newly married girls. Kåñëa’s bodily features have become so exquisite—
it is as if they were all manifesting an artistic sense of the highest sort. His dancing eyes
have dimmed the brilliance of the most expert dancer, and so there is no longer any
comparison to the beauty of Kåñëa.” Learned scholars therefore describe the features
of His body at this time as nava-yauvana, newly invented youthfulness. At this stage
of Kåñëa’s bodily features, the conjugal loving affairs with the gopés and similar
pastimes become very prominent.
There are six features of conjugal loving affairs, called peacemaking, picking a
quarrel, going to meet one’s lover, sitting together, separation and support. Lord
Kåñëa expanded an empire of these six features, of which He was the ruling prince.
Somewhere He was picking quarrels with the young girls, somewhere He was
scratching them with the nails of parrots, somewhere He was busy going to visit the
gopés, and somewhere He was negotiating through cowherd friends to take shelter of
the gopés.
Some of the gopés addressed Him thus: “Dear Kåñëa, because of Your adolescent age,
You have just become the spiritual master of these young girls, and You are teaching
them to whisper among themselves. You are teaching them to offer solemn prayers, as
well as training them to cheat their husbands and to join You in the gardens at night,
without caring for the instructions of their superiors. You are enthusing them by the
vibration of Your enchanting flute; and, as their teacher, You are teaching them all the
intricacies of loving affairs.”
A person is called mild when he cannot even bear the touch of the most soft thing. It
is described that every part of Kåñëa’s body was so soft that even at the touch of newly
grown leaves, the color of the touched part of His skin would change. At this kaiçora
age, Kåñëa’s endeavors were always bent toward arranging the räsa dance, as well as
toward killing the demons in the forest of Våndävana. While Kåñëa was engaged in
enjoyment with the boys and girls within the forest of Våndävana, Kaàsa used to
send his associates to kill Kåñëa, and Kåñëa would show His prowess by killing them.
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Kåñëa’s Apparel and Garlands
Generally, there are four kinds of garments on the body of Kåñëa: His shirt, turban,
belt and wearing garments. In Våndävana, He used to put on reddish garments, with
a golden shirt on His body and an orange-colored turban on His head. The different
kinds of belts, combined with His enchanting smile, used to always increase the
transcendental bliss of His associates. This dress of Kåñëa is described as gorgeous.
As a baby elephant is sometimes dressed in colorful clothing, so Kåñëa’s gorgeousness
was manifested by decoration with such colorful clothing on the different parts of His
body.
Äkalpa refers to the texture of Kåñëa’s hair, His nicely dressed body anointed with
sandalwood pulp and decorated with flower garlands, His tilaka and His chewing
pan. Kåñëa was decorated constantly in this äkalpa process. Kåñëa’s hair was
sometimes decorated with flowers (and) placed on the middle of His head, or else it
was reaching down to His back. In this way Kåñëa dressed His hair differently at
different times. As for the ointment on His body, the pulp of sandalwood generally
appeared to be white, and when it was mixed with saffron dye it appeared to be
yellow.
Kåñëa used to put a vaijayanté garland around His neck. This vaijayanté garland is
made of flowers of at least five different colors. Such a garland was always long
enough to touch Kåñëa’s knees or feet. Besides this garland of flowers, there were
other kinds of flower garlands too—sometimes decorating His head, sometimes
hanging around His neck and chest. Artistic paintings with sandalwood pulp and
colored sandalwood were also to be found on the body of Kåñëa.
One gopé addressed her friend and began to praise the bodily features of Kåñëa. She
praised His blackish complexion, the reddish color of chewing pan enhancing His
beauty hundreds of times, the curling hair on His head, the red spots of kuìkuma on
His body and the tilaka on His forehead.
His helmet, His earrings, His necklace, His four garments, the bangles on His hands,
the rings on His fingers, His ankle bells and His flute—these are the different features
of Kåñëa’s ornaments. Kåñëa, the enemy of Agha, always looked beautiful with His
incomparable helmet, His earrings made of diamonds, His necklace of pearls, His
bangles, His embroidered garments and the beautiful rings on His fingers.
Kåñëa is sometimes called vana-mälé. Vana means “forest,” and mälé means
“gardener,” so vana-mälé refers to one who extensively uses flowers and garlands on
different parts of His body. Kåñëa was dressed like this not only in Våndävana but
also on the Battlefield of Kurukñetra. Seeing such colorful dress and the garlands of
different flowers, some great sages prayed, “Lord Kåñëa was going to the Battlefield
of Kurukñetra not to fight, but to grace all of the devotees with His presence.”

Kåñëa’s Flute
As far as His flute is concerned, it is said that the vibration of this wonderful
instrument was able to break the meditation of the greatest sages. Kåñëa was thus
challenging Cupid by advertising His transcendental glories all over the world.
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There are three kinds of flutes used by Kåñëa. One is called veëu, one is called muralé,
and the third is called vaàçé. Veëu is very small, not more than six inches long, with
six holes for whistling. Muralé is about eighteen inches long with a hole at the end and
four holes on the body of the flute. This kind of flute produces a very enchanting
sound. The vaàçé flute is about fifteen inches long, with nine holes on its body. Kåñëa
used to play on these three flutes occasionally when they were needed. Kåñëa has a
longer vaàçé, which is called mahänandä, or sammohiné. When it is still longer it is
called äkarñiëé. When it is even longer it is called änandiné. The änandiné flute is very
pleasing to the cowherd boys and is technically named vaàçulé. These flutes were
sometimes bedecked with jewels. Sometimes they were made of marble and
sometimes of hollow bamboo. When the flute is made of jewels it is called sammohiné.
When made of gold, it is called äkarñiëé.

Kåñëa’s Buffalo Horn
Kåñëa used a buffalo horn as a bugling instrument. This instrument was always highly
polished and circled with gold bands, and on the middle there was a hole. Regarding
these instruments, there is a metaphorical statement about a gopé named Tärävalé. It
is said that Tärävalé was bitten by the most venomous snake of Kåñëa’s flute. Then,
in order to neutralize the poisonous effect, she drank the milk produced by the
buffalo horn in the hand of Kåñëa. But instead of decreasing the poisonous effect, it
increased it a thousand times. The gopé was thus put into the most miserable poisoned
condition.

The Attraction of Kåñëa’s Leg Bells
A certain gopé once stated to her friend, “My dear friend, when I heard the sound of
the leg bells of Çré Kåñëa, I immediately started to go out of the house to see Him. But
most regrettably, my superiors were present just before me at that time, and I could not
go out.”

Kåñëa’s Conchshell
Kåñëa’s conchshell is known as Päïcajanya. This Päïcajanya conch is also mentioned
in Bhagavad-gétä. Kåñëa sounded it before the Battle of Kurukñetra. It is said that
when Lord Kåñëa blows on His transcendental conchshell, the wives of the demons
become subject to abortions, and the wives of the demigods become blessed with all
auspiciousness. In this way, the sound of Kåñëa’s conchshell used to vibrate and
circulate all over the world.

Kåñëa’s Footprints
It is stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam that when Akrüra, who drove Kåñëa from
Våndävana to Mathurä, saw the footprints of Kåñëa on the land of Våndävana, his
ecstatic love for Kåñëa increased so much that the hairs on his body stood up. His
eyes became overflooded with tears, and in such ecstasy he jumped out of the chariot
and fell down on the ground and began to chant, “How wonderful this is! How
wonderful this is!”
Similar feelings were expressed by the gopés when they were going to the bank of the
Yamunä and saw Kåñëa’s footprints in the dust. When Kåñëa walked on the ground
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of Våndävana, the marks of His sole (flag, thunderbolt, fish, a rod for controlling
elephants, and a lotus flower) would be imprinted upon the dust of the land. The
gopés became overwhelmed simply at seeing those marks on the ground.

Kåñëa’s Places of Pastimes
One devotee has exclaimed, “Oh, I have not as yet visited the wonderful places where
the pastimes of the Lord were performed. But simply by hearing the name of Mathurä
I have become overwhelmed with joy!”

Kåñëa’s Favorite Plant: Tulasé
Lord Kåñëa is very fond of tulasé leaves and buds. Because tulasé buds are usually
offered up to the lotus feet of Kåñëa, a devotee once prayed to the tulasé buds to give
him some information about the lotus feet of the Lord. The devotee expected that
the tulasé buds would know something about the glories of Lord Çré Kåñëa’s lotus feet.

Kåñëa’s Devotees
One may sometimes become overwhelmed with joy by seeing a devotee of the Lord.
When Dhruva Mahäräja saw two associates of Näräyaëa approaching him, he
immediately stood up out of sincere respect and devotion and remained before them
with folded hands; but because of his ecstatic love, he could hardly offer them a
proper reception.
There is a statement by a gopé who addressed Subala, a friend of Kåñëa: “My dear
Subala, I know that Kåñëa is your friend and that you always enjoy smiling and joking
with Him. The other day I saw you both standing together. You were keeping your
hand upon Kåñëa’s shoulder, and both of you were joyfully smiling. When I saw the
two of you standing like that in the distance, my eyes at once became overflooded with
tears.”

Special Days for Remembering Kåñëa
There are many statements about the festive days in connection with Kåñëa’s
different activities. One of these festive days is Janmäñöamé, the day of Kåñëa’s birth.
This Janmäñöamé day is the most opulent festival day for the devotees, and it is still
observed with great pomp in every Hindu house in India. Sometimes even the
devotees of other religious groups take advantage of this auspicious day and enjoy
the performance of the ceremony of Janmäñöamé. Ecstatic love for Kåñëa is also
aroused on the days of Ekädaçé, which are other festive days in connection with
Kåñëa.
anipuëä väëé äpane näcite nä jäne
yata näcäilä, näci’ karilä viçräme
My inexperienced words do not know how to dance by themselves. The mercy of
the guru made them dance as much as possible, and now, after dancing, they have
taken rest.
⎯ CC Antya 20.149

⎯ Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda ⎯
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This revised edition of Getting to Know Çré Kåñëa
was completed on
Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé’s tirobhäva, 16th July, 2019,
in Çré Våndävana-dhäma
by the mercy, potency and will of Çréla Prabhupäda,
and for his divine pleasure, satisfaction and purpose.

(jaya) çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu-nityänanda
çré-advaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda
Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare
Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare
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May there be good fortune throughout the universe, and may all envious
persons be pacified. May all living entities become calm by practicing bhaktiyoga, for by accepting devotional service they will think of each other's
welfare. Therefore let us all engage in the service of the supreme
transcendence, Lord Çré Kåñëa, and always remain absorbed in thought of
Him.
⎯ ÇB 5.18.9

Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare
Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare

