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Dear God brothers and God sisters 

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Guru Maharaja.
        
        It gives me immense pleasure to bring to you this 
inaugural issue of “Karuna-Sindhu”, a bi-monthly e-magazine.   
“Karuna-Sindhu” establishes connectivity and develops loving 
relationship amongst the disciples of His Holiness Gopal 
Krishna Goswami Maharaja, thus, enhancing their dedication 

thto ISKCON.  This 50  year of ISKCON incorporation marks an 
auspicious start of the e-magazine “Karuna-Sindhu”.

        The e-magazine will serve the purpose of bringing 
everyone together with each other and nearer to Krishna, as 
stated by the Founder Acharya His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada in the third purpose 
of ISKCON. It will also provide a common platform for the 
disciples to synergistically work together, leaving out any 
differences, towards the auspicious Vyasa-Puja celebrations 
on the Diamond Jubilee of our Guru Maharaja, just three years 
down the line. 

        The attractive articles presented in “Karuna-Sindhu” will 
give ample opportunity to understand our Guru Maharaja's 
commitment to his Spiritual Master and the ISKCON. It will 
bring out Guru Maharaja's servant leadership approach 
reflected in his untiring services for temples, books, preaching 
and in his world tours. The e-magazine will also provide an 
opportunity for knowing the achievements of our God 
brothers and sisters under the direction of our Guru Maharaja 
in various ISKCON projects. 

        “Karuna-Sindhu” will present Guru Maharaja's message 
to the disciples in all the issues. Though we started this as a bi-
monthly magazine, we wish to convert this into a monthly  
magazine from next year. It will be possible with your 
enthusiasm and sharing of valuable inputs. 

        I thank HG Sura Das prabhu and HG Varaharupa Mataji for 
their support and encouragement in bringing out this divine 
magazine with a divine purpose. I pray to Guru Maharaja and 
all Vaishnavas for the success of Karuna-Sindhu. 
        
        We will send this e-magazine to all the disciples whose 
email ids are available in the databank of disciples . 

In the service of Sri Guru and Lord Krishna 

Dr. Vaishnavanghri Sevaka Das, Ph.D. 
Editor, Karuna-Sindhu

namah om vishnupadaya krsnapresthaya bhu-tale
srimate gopala krsna goswamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holiness 
Gopala Krishna Goswami Maharaja, who is very dear 

to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter of His lotus 
feet.

prabhupadasya sahityam yah prakasya vitirya ca
pracaram krtavana sadhu bhagavatpadaya te namah

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual 
master, you are publishing and constantly 

distributing the transcendental literature of His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

and preaching his message. 

My real desire is that you not only offer flowers but 
you become good devotees, increase taste towards 
Holy Name and scriptures and increase your service 

mood.

From Editor's heart

Pranati

My Real Desire



        is Holiness Gopal Krishna Goswami, is the first Indian H
disciple of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila 
Prabhupada. He was initiated soon after the establishment of 
ISKCON. 

 Currently, Maharaja is the Chairman and Trustee of the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which is the largest publisher and 
distributor of Vedic literature all over the world. He is also the 
Trustee of the Food Relief Foundation, a member of the 
Governing Body Commission and the Governing Body 
Commissioner of Mumbai, Northern India–(New Delhi, Haryana, 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Vrindavana, Chandigarh), Rajasthan, 
Kenya, Canada and parts of America, and many parts of Russia 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States, Burma, Pakistan, 
and the co-GBC of Manipur and Mayapur. 

Early Life
       Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja appeared on the 14th of 
August 1944, in New Delhi, India, on the auspicious day of Lord 
Hari – Annada Ekadasi. 

   After graduating from the University of Delhi, he studied 
Business Management at the Sorbonne University in Paris, on a 
scholarship from the French Government and obtained a Masters 
Degree in Business Administration from the McGill University at 
Montreal. 
 
First Meeting with his Spiritual Master 
       Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja's life changed dramatically 
after he met Srila Prabhupada in 1968. He was living in Toronto 
then. On an invitation from the President of the Montreal 
temple, he arrived there on the 30th of May, 1968. 
       
      The President Mahapurusadasa, announced that Srila 
Prabhupada would be arriving the next day- 1st June. Maharaja 
asked him if there was any service he could do. He was 
immediately sent to clean SrilaPrabhupada's room. 

“I was fortunate to receive this as my first assignment in 
devotional service,” he said. He cleaned the doors, shelves and 
windows of Srila Prabhupada's apartment. His service attitude 
for Srila Prabhupada was manifested even before he actually met 
him! 
       He first met Srila Prabhupada in the evening of 1st June, 1968.
       In December, 1967, six months before he met Srila 
Prabhupada, he felt a strong desire to surrender to the Supreme 
Lord. Maharaja said: “When I first met Srila Prabhupada, the 
motivation to surrender to God was already there in me, so two 
weeks after meeting him, I knew that Lord Krishna wanted me to 
surrender to Srila Prabhupada”. 

       Srila Prabhupada was always sympathetic and extra-merciful 
to Indians, but of all the Indians who came to listen to him, young 
Gopal Krishna was very special. During the three month period 
that Srila Prabhupada stayed and lectured in Montreal, Maharaja 
said, “Of course, I did not know the importance of hearing at that 
time, but my only small qualification was that I was very 
respectful to Srila Prabhupada from the very first day that I saw 
him. I would attend his lectures regularly and stay till he ended, 
and leave only after he had left the temple”. 

Receiving instructions and initiation 
       On the 27th of May 1969, Srila Prabhupada wrote to say, “As 
your name is already Gopal Krishna, there is no need to change it. 
You will now be known as Gopal Krishna dasa. Maharaja was only 
25 years old then! 
Later on, he moved into the temple and engaged himself fully in 
the service of Srila Prabhupada. For many years, he acted as his 
personal secretary. 

Early Mission to India 
       In 1975, Srila Prabhupada sent Maharaja to India. He made 
him the General Body Commissioner of entire India from 1975 to 
1976. Srila Prabhupada specifically instructed him to print and 
expand book distribution in India. 

        On his behalf, Srila Prabhupada entrusted Maharaja to 
oversee various important projects, such as Vrindavana,
Hyderabad, Mayapur and Mumbai, recognizing his dedicated 
service and mood of sincere surrender. 
          
       “Srila Prabhupada was anxious that book-printing in India 
should expand,” Maharaja said. “During my first two years he 
would press me again and again to print more and more books.” 

       Srila Prabhupada was extremely pleased when he presented 
him copies of the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam in Hindi. Srila 
Prabhupada encouraged Maharaja to utilize his skills for selling 
his books as widely as possible, “Now you can utilize your 
knowledge of marketing for Lord Krishna's service. This is the 
perfection of education.” 

        

Our Guru Maharaja

- by HG Amrta Devi Dasi



Dear Srila Prabhupada,

        I beg to offer my most respectful obeisances at your 
divine lotus feet. This year, we are going to celebrate your 
120th birth anniversary. First, I want to apologize for not 
having submitted my Vyas-Puja offering in time last year. I 
also admit that I am most unqualified to describe your 
unlimited transcendental glories and achievements.

        On August 13, 2015, we celebrated the Golden Jubilee 
of your Jaladuta Yatra. Our Kolkata temple organized a 
major celebration on this auspicious occasion. You 
struggled in India before starting your journey to America. 
You agreed to travel in a cargo ship. You experienced 
sickness, dizziness, headache, vomiting and lack of 
appetite during your 35 day sea voyage. You even suffered 
two heart attacks. After your 2nd heart attack, you thought 
that your mission may not be successful. Lord Krishna 
appeared to you in a dream in which He was driving the 
boat and he assured you not to fear but go ahead with 
your mission.

        This year we are celebrating the Golden Jubilee of your 
incorporating ISKCON as a legal society and the opening of 
your first ISKCON temple in New York. At the time of 
incorporation, a friend had suggested that you call your 

Guru Maharaja's  Vyasa-puja offering to 
Srila Prabhupada

society International society for GOD Consciousness. You 
insisted that the word God was vague whereas Krishna was 
exact and scientific. Two months ago, we had a big 
celebration in Mumbai in which several ISKCON leaders, 
devotees and thousands of congregational devotees 
participated. In the last week of May, we are going to have 
a big festival in Delhi in which important political dignitaries 
and over 8000 devotees will participate.

        SrilaPrabhupada, you offered the entire world a way to 
live peacefully by uniting under the banner of Krishna 
consciousness. Your transcendental fame and glories are 
increasing everyday as your movement continues to 
spread all over the world. More people are taking to 
Krishna Consciousness because of the enthusiasm of your 
devotees and the potency of your books. Your books are 
transcendental weapons that cut through all the layers of 
ignorance and false ego. Recently, I had the privilege of 
presenting the Indian Prime Minister the Deluxe edition of 
the Gita produced by Madhusevita Prabhu. The Prime 
Minister appreciated the Gita very much and was pleased 
to hear that your Gita has been translated in more than 70 
languages of the world. On several occasions, the Prime 
Minister mentioned that ISKCON was doing good work.

        Srila Prabhupada, you are the real inspiration behind all 
our activities - preaching, book distribution, temple 
construction, prasada distribution, farm development etc. 
History will recognize you as the savior of humanity.

        On this most auspicious day I want to fall at your lotus 
feet and beg for forgiveness for my countless offenses. 
Please continue to engage me in your ISKCON society birth 
after birth.

Your insignificant servant,
Gopal Krishna Goswami                          
  

       
         

        Habits

Bad habits tend to influence the execution of devotional service, however if these are detrimental to the cause 
of spiritual advancement then certainly these bad habits should be cut with the sharp blades of spiritual knowledge. 
One has to sharpen his intelligence so that one can easily cut the undesirable thoughts that may be motivating 
ones feelings in different directions.

Divine QuotesDivine Quotes



       Prabhupada says in the purport that by the study of 
authorized scriptures, one can understand how painful the 
process of birth and death is. When we preach to people 
and tell them all the process of birth and death, they don't 
believe it. When we tell people about the soul and 
transmigration, they don't believe it. Why? People don't 
believe it because they don't want to believe it. The 
moment one believes that there is something known as 
soul and its eternal nature, one will be forced to recognize 
that there is a possibility of punishment. Because one 
doesn't want to believe that there is any possibility of 
punishment for any sinful activity, one asks for proof. The 
main reason is we don't want to accept the reality that if 
we do sinful activity, there is going to be a punishment or 
reaction for that. Prabhupada said that “if we don't believe 
in scriptures, then that is very unfortunate”. He said that 
the human form of life should be used for taking 
advantage of scriptural injunctions. 

        In the purport to this verse, Prabhupada quotes the 
famous analogy. “This material world is compared to a 
turbulent ocean, human body is compared to a ship, 
spiritual master is compared to the captain of the ship, and 
the instructions of the Vedas, the spiritual master in 
disciplic succession and the sadhus are compared to 
favorable winds”. When the wind is favorable, the sailing is 
faster. The whole purport in this verse is dedicated to the 
theme that one must use the rare human form of life to 

surrender to the instructions of Lord. 

        Human body is compared to a ship because it gives us 
the opportunity to surrender to the Supreme Lord, to 
understand the cause of our suffering and to find a cure. 
Prabhupada used to say that if a man is diseased, if a 
human being is in pain, he can at once go to a doctor, but 
an animal that is in pain, just roams around in the street. 
Human life is a life of responsibility. If one doesn't use this 
human birth for self-realization, then one is considered to 
be very unfortunate.

· The illusory energy of the Lord should not be 
underestimated. The illusory energy of the Lord is 
very powerful.

· This beautiful human form of life should be utilized 
for a beautiful ending. Prabhupada used to say 
“something beautiful should not be utilized for an 
ugly ending”.

· Please be determined never to deviate from the  
auspicious path of devotional service. This 
determination will please the spiritual master, 
Prabhupada and Krishna.

· We have to be very alert, we have to be very 
careful, and this transcendental wisdom that is 
being presented should always be remembered. 

· You are never alone in ISKCON. You always have 
devotee association and most importantly, you 
have Prabhupada's books. 

· Attentive chanting and reading plus association of 
devotees give us the strength to remember Krishna 
and to face the onslaught of the illusory energy. By 
chanting your rounds, following the regulative 
principles of Bhakti-yoga, you can develop the 
ability to control the mind. 

Guru Vani

Nectarian InstructionsNectarian Instructions

Value of Human Birth



Book Release
thTwo new books are getting released on 28  August on the very auspicious

 

Book: Sadhava Sadhu-Bhushana (Hindi version of Qualities of a 
Devotee)
Pages: 192

Compiled from the lectures of Srila Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja.
A wonderful compilation of selected lectures filled with Vedic wisdom 
given in various places of the world by H.H. Gopal Krishna Goswami. 
This is a must-have book for anyone interested in spiritual life.

Book: The Highest Reality of SPIRITUAL LIFE.
Pages: 156

Compiled from the lectures of Srila Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja.
This book contains transcribed lectures given in various places of the 
world by H.H. Gopal Krishna Goswami. These lectures contain the most 
sublime and ancient Vedic wisdom. A must-have book for all spiritual 
seekers.

Available@ goldenmedia.org
Please visit www.gkgoswami.com for more information.

occasion of the Vyasa-puja of H.H. Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja. 



Transcendental Books by 
His Holiness Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja



His Deities and loving 
devotional service



A committed Servant Master 



ISKCON's Emissary 



A compassionate and caring 
Spiritual Father 



Special note to God-brothers and God-sisters

H.G. Amrita Devi Dasi H.G. Sitarani Devi Dasi

Editorial Assistance

H.G. Varaharupa Devi DasiH.G. Sura Das 

Dr. Vaishnavanghri Sevaka Das, Ph.D.

Editor

        
I request all disciples to send updates on Guru Maharaja's visit to your 
town, city, country or home along with good quality photographs for 
publishing in Karuna-Sindhu e-magazine. This will be published in the 
'Recent World Tours' section of the e-magazine. 

        Please share your experience of Guru Maharaja's deep affection and 
compassion with all other disciples. This will be published under the title 
'Guru Kripa'.
  
       Please share the details of newly initiated disciples (with a brief 
account of them) of Guru Maharaja from your temple, town, country etc. 

Please send all your articles and inputs at the following email address:

Special note to God-brothers and God-sisters

vaishnavanghri@gmail.com

Special Note

Inspiration & Support
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