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Why Is Radha-Kunda So Exalted?
His Divine Grace 

A .C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

The lake is so exalted because it belongs to Srimati 
Radharani, who is the most beloved object of Sri 
Krishna. Among all the gopis, She is the most beloved. 
Similarly, Her lake, Sri Radha-kunda, is also described 
by great sages as the lake that is as dear to Krishna 
as Radha Herself. Indeed, Krishna's love for Radha-
kunda and Srimati Radharani is the same in all respects. 
Radha-kunda is very rarely attained, even by great 
personalities fully engaged in devotional service, not 
to speak of ordinary devotees who are only engaged 
in the practice of vaidhé bhakti.
	 It is stated that a devotee will at once develop 
pure love of Krishna in the wake of the gopis if he once 
takes a bath in Radha-kunda. Srila Rupa Goswami 
recommends that even if one cannot live permanently 
on the banks of Radha-kunda, he should at least take 
a bath in the lake as many times as possible. This is 
a most important item in the execution of devotional 
service. 
	 Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur writes in this 
connection that Sri Radha-kunda is the most 
select place for those interested in advancing their 
devotional service in the wake of the lady friends 
(sakhés) and confidential serving maids (maïjarés) 
of Srimati Radharani. Living entities who are eager to 
return home to the transcendental kingdom of God, 
Goloka Vrindavan, by means of attaining their spiritual 
bodies (siddha-deha) should live at Radha-kunda, 
take shelter of the confidential serving maids of Sri 
Radha and under their direction engage constantly in 

Her service. This is the most exalted method for those 
engaged in devotional service under the protection of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
	 In this connection Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Thakur writes that even great sages and 
great devotees like Narada and Sanaka do not get an 
opportunity to come to Radha-kunda to take their 
baths. What, then, to speak of ordinary devotees? If, 
by great fortune, one gets an opportunity to come to 
Radha-kunda and bathe even once, he can develop 
his transcendental love for Krishna, exactly as the gopis 
did. It is also recommended that one should live on 
the banks of Radha-kunda and should be absorbed in 
the loving service of the Lord. One should bathe there 
regularly and give up all material conceptions, taking 
shelter of Sri Radha and Her assistant gopis. If one is 
thus constantly engaged during his lifetime, after giving 
up the body he will return back to Godhead to serve 
Sri Radha in the same way as he contemplated during 
his life on the banks of Radha-kunda. The conclusion 
is that to live on the banks of the Radha-kunda and 
to bathe there daily constitute the highest perfection 
of devotional service. It is a difficult position to attain, 
even for great sages and devotees like Narada. Thus 
there is no limit to the glory of Sri Radha-kunda. By 
serving Radha-kunda, one can get an opportunity to 
become an assistant of Srimati Radharani under the 
eternal guidance of the gopis.
— From purport of Srila Rupa Goswami's Upadeçämåta verse 11, by His 

Divine Grace A .C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada  
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His heel on the ground.

pätälato jalam idaà kila bhogavatyä
äyätam atra nikhilä api tértha-saìghäù
ägacchateti bhagavad-vacasä ta etya
tatraiva rejur atha kåñëa uväca gopéù

[Then He said,] "This is the water of the Bhogavati River, 
coming from the Patala region. And now, O holy places, 
all of you please come here!" When the Supreme Lord 
had spoken these words, all the holy places went there 
and appeared before Him. Krishna then addressed the 
gopis as follows.

térthäni paçyata harer vacasä tavaivaà
naiva pratéma iti tä atha tértha-varyäù

procuù kåtäïjali-puöä lavaëäbdhir asmi
kñéräbdhir asmi çåëutämara-dérghikäsmi

" See all the holy places!"
But the gopis replied, "We don't see them as You 
describe."
Then those best of holy places, joining their palms in 
supplication, spoke up:
" I am the salt ocean."
" I am the ocean of milk."
" I am the Amara-dirghika."

çoëo 'pi sindhur aham asmi bhavämi tämra-
parëé ca puñkaram ahaà ca sarasvaté ca

godävaré ravi-sutä sarayuù prayägo
reväsmi paçyata jalaà kuruta pratétim

" I am the river Sona."
" I am the Sindhu."
" I am the Tamraparni."
" I am the holy place Pushkara."
" I am the river Sarasvati."
" And we are the Godavari, Yamuna and Reva rivers 
and the confluence of rivers at Prayaga. Just see our 
waters! "

snätvä tato harir ati-prajagalbha eva
çuddhaù saro 'py akaravaà sthita-sarva-tértham

yuñmäbhir ätma-januñéha kåto na dharmaù
ko 'pi kñitäv atha sakhér nijagäda rädhä

After purifying Himself by bathing, Lord Hari became 
quite arrogant and said, "I have produced a pond 

The Appearance Of 
Radha-Kunda And Shyama-Kunda

Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti Thakur

From the Puräëas, Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti 
Thakur has quoted twenty verses describing a joking 
conversation between Radha and Krishna that took 
place after Krishna had killed the demon Arishta. This 
conversation, so kindly quoted by the äcärya, describes 
the origin of Radha-kunda and Shyama-kunda, Radha's 
and Krishna's bathing ponds. The verses are as follows:

mäsmän spåçädya våñabhärdana hanta mugdhä
ghoro 'suro 'yam ayi kåñëa tad apy ayaà gauù

våtro yathä dvija ihästy ayi niñkåtiù kià
çudhyed bhaväàs tri-bhuvana-sthita-tértha-kåcchrät

The innocent young gopis said, "Ah, Krishna, don't 
touch us now, O killer of a bull! Alas, even though Arista 
was a terrible demon, still he was a male cow, so You 
will have to undergo atonement, just as Lord Indra did 
after killing Vritrasura. But how can You purify Yourself 
without going to the trouble of visiting every single holy 
place in the three worlds?"

kià paryaöämi bhuvanäny adhunaiva sarvä
änéya tértha-vitatéù karaväëi täsu

snänaà vilokayata tävad idaà mukundaù
procyaiva tatra kåtavän bata pärñëi-ghätam

[Krishna replied] "Why should I have to wander 
throughout the entire universe? I will at once bring all 
the countless pilgrimage places here and take My bath 
in them. Just watch!" With this, Lord Mukunda struck 
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containing all the various holy places, whereas you 
gopis must never have executed any religious duties 
on this earth for the pleasure of Lord Brahma." Then 
Srimati Radharani addressed Her girlfriends as follows.

käryaà mayäpy ati-manohara-kuëòam ekaà
tasmäd yatadhvam iti tad-vacanena täbhiù
çré-kåñëa-kuëòa-taöa-paçcima-diçya-mando
gartaù kåto våñabha-daitya-khurair vyaloki

"I must create an even more beautiful pond. So go to 
work!" Having heard these words, the gopis saw that 
Aristasur's hooves had dug a shallow ditch just west of 
Sri Krishna's pond.

taträrdra-mån-mådula-gola-tatéù prati-sva-
hastoddhåtä anati-düra-gatä vidhäya

divyaà saraù prakaöitaà ghaöikä-dvayena
täbhir vilokya sarasaà smarate sma kåñëaù

At that nearby spot, all the gopis began digging up 
lumps of soft mud with their hands, and in this way a 
divine pond manifested in the short span of an hour. 
Krishna was astonished to see the lake they produced.

proce ca tértha-salilaiù paripürayaitan
mat-kuëòataù sarasijäkñi sahälibhis tvam
rädhä tadä na na na neti jagäda yasmät

tvat-kuëòa-néram uru-go-vadha-pätakäktam

He said, "Go ahead, lotus-eyed one. You and Your 
companions should fill this pond with water from 
Mine."
But Radha replied, "No, no, no, no! This is impossible, 
since the water of Your pond is contaminated by Your 
terrible sin of killing a cow. "

ähåtya puëya-salilaà çata-koöi-kumbhaiù
sakhy-arbudena saha mänasa-jähnavétaù

etat saraù sva-madhunä paripürayämi
tenaiva kértim atuläà tanaväni loke

" I will have My countless gopi companions bring the 
pure water of the Manasa-ganga here in billions of pots. 
In this way I will fill this lake with My own water and 
thus make its renown unequaled in the entire world. "

kåñëeìgitena sahasaitya samasta-tértha-
sakhyas tadéya-saraso dhåta-divya-mürtiù
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tuñöäva tatra våñabhänu-sutäà praëamya
bhaktyä kåtäïjali-puöaù sravad-asra-dhäraù

Lord Krishna then gestured to a heavenly personality 
who was an intimate associate of all the holy places. 
Suddenly that person rose up out of Krishna's pond 
and bowed down to the daughter of Sri Vrishabhanu 
[Radharani]. Then, with palms joined and tears pouring 
from his eyes, he began praying to Her in devotion.

devi tvadéya-mahimänam avaiti sarva
çästrärtha-vin na ca vidhir na haro na lakñméù

kintv eka eva puruñärtha-çiromaëis tvat-
prasveda-märjana-paraù svayam eva kåñëaù

" O goddess, even Lord Brahma himself, the knower of 
all scriptures, cannot understand Your glories, nor can 
Lord Shiva or Lakshmi. Only Krishna, the supreme goal 
of all human endeavor, can understand them, and thus 
He feels obliged to personally make sure that You can 
wash away Your perspiration when You are fatigued."

yaç cäru-yävaka-rasena bhavat-padäbjam
ärajya nüpuram aho nidadhäti nityam

präpya tvadéya-nayanäbja-taöa-prasädaà
svaà manyate parama-dhanyatamaà prahåñyan

tasyäjïayaiva sahasä vayam äjagäma
tat-pärñëi-ghäöa-kåta-kuëòa-vare vasämaù

tvaà cet prasédasi karoñi kåpä-kaöäkñaà
tarhy eva tarña-viöapé phalito bhaven naù

" He is always anointing Your lotus feet with nectarean 
cäru and yävaka and decorating them with ankle bells, 
and He rejoices and feels most fortunate simply by 
satisfying the tips of the toes of Your lotus feet. On His 
order we have immediately come here to live in this 
most excellent pond, which He created by one stroke 
of His heel. But only if You now feel satisfied with us 
and bestow upon us Your merciful glance will the tree 
of our desire bear fruit."

çrutvä stutià nikhila-tértha-gaëasya tuñöä
präha sma tarñam ayi vedayateti rädhä

yäma tvadéya-saraséà sa-phalä bhaväma
ity eva no vara iti prakaöaà tadocuù

Hearing this prayer spoken by the representative of the 
full assembly of holy places, Sri Radha was pleased and 
said, "So, kindly tell Me your desire." They then told 
Her plainly, "Our lives would be successful if we could 
come to Your pond. That is the benediction we desire. "

ägacchateti våñabhänu-sutä smitäsyä
proväca känta-vadanäbja-dhåtäkñi-koëä

sakhyo 'pi tatra kåta-sammatayaù sukhäbdhau
magnä virejur akhilä sthira-jaìgamäç ca

Glancing at Her beloved from the corners of Her eyes, 
the daughter of Vrishabhanu replied with a smile, 
"Please come." Her gopi companions all agreed with 
Her decision and became immersed in the ocean of 
happiness. Indeed, the beauty of all creatures, both 
mobile and stationary, was enhanced.

präpya prasädam atha te våñabhänujäyäù
çré-kåñëa-kuëòa-gata-tértha-varäù prasahya

bhittveva bhittim ati-vegata eva rädhä-
kuëòaà vyadhuù sva-salilaiù paripürëam eva

Thus gaining the grace of Srimati Radharani, the holy 
rivers and lakes in Sri Krishna-kunda forcibly broke 
through its boundary walls and swiftly filled Radha-
kunda with their waters.

proce hariù priyatame tava kuëòam etan
mat-kuëòato 'pi mahimädhikam astu loke

atraiva me salila-kelir ihaiva nityaà
snänaà yathä tvam asi tadvad idaà saro me

Lord Hari then said, "My dear Radha, may this pond of 
Yours become even more world-renowned than Mine. 
I will always come here to bathe and to enjoy My water 
pastimes. Indeed, this lake is as dear to Me as You are."

rädhäbravéd aham api sva-sakhébhir etya
snäsyämy ariñöa-çata-mardanam astu tasya
yo 'riñöa-mardana-sarasy uru-bhaktir atra

snäyäd vasen mama sa eva mahä-priyo 'stu

Radha replied, "I will come to bathe in Your pond as 
well, even though You may kill hundreds of Arista 
demons here. In the future, anyone who has intense 
devotion for this lake, which is on the spot where You 
chastised Aristasur, and who bathes or resides here is 
sure to become very dear to Me."

räsotsavaà prakurute sma ca tatra rätrau
kåñëämbudaù kåta-mahä-rasa-harña-varñaù

çré-rädhikä-pravara-vidyud alaìkåta-çrés
trailokya-madhya-vitaté-kåta-divya-kértiù

That night Lord Krishna initiated a räsa dance at Radha-
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kunda, generating a torrent of the greatest mood of 
splendorous pleasure. Sri Krishna resembled a cloud, 
and Srimati Radharani a brilliant flash of lightning filling 
the sky with abundant beauty. In this way Their divine 
glories permeated the expanses of the three worlds.
— From Särärtha-darçiné commentary on Çrémad-Bhägavatam by  Srila 

Vishvanätha Cakravarté Thakura » Canto 10: The Summum Bonum » 

Chapter 36. The Slaying of Ariñöä, the Bull Demon, Translation by His 

Holiness Bhanu Swami 

Radha-Kunda, Lord Chaitanya And 
Raghunatha Das Goswami

Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur
 

Shyama-kunda is also known as Arista-kunda. 
Whoever bathes in Radha-kunda and Shyama -kunda 
gets the same results one achieves by the performance 
of a räjasüya-yajïa and açvamedha-yajïa. This is 
confirmed in Ädi-varäha Puräëa.
	 According to the Puräëas there is no limit to 
the glories of Radha-kunda. In the Ädi-varäha Puräëa, 
Mathura-khanda, it is stated that if a devotee of Vishnu 
offers a lamp to Radha-kunda during the month of 
Kärtika, he will be able to see the entire universe.
	 In Padma Puräëa, Kärtika-mähätmya, it 
is stated: “Radha-kunda is very dear to Sri Hari and is 
situated near Govardhana Hill. By taking bath in Radha-
kunda on the eighth day of the waning moon in the 
month of Kärtika [Bahuläñöamé], one can greatly please 
Lord Hari, who enjoys His pastimes there. This kunda 
is as dear to Krishna as Radha Herself. Amongst all the 
gopis, She is the most dear to Krishna. It is the duty of the 
devotees to bathe in the Radha-kunda during the month 
of Kärtika and thereafter worship Lord Janardana. This 
simple worship pleases Krishna as much as one does by 
worshiping Janardana on the day of Uthana-ekädaçé.”

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
Discovers Sri Radha-kunda and Shyama-kunda 

See these two kundas, Radha-kunda and Shyama-
kunda, which are surrounded by beautiful forests and 
which enchant the sages and demigods. After visiting 
the other forests of Vrindavan, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
came here and sat under this tamala tree. He asked the 
residents of Arista-grama where the two kundas were, 
but no one could answer. The brahmana accompanying 
Him from Mathura also did not know.
	 Being the omniscient Personality of Godhead, 
Lord Chaitanya, carefully searched and discovered the 
two kundas in two paddy fields. He joyfully took a 
bath in whatever little water was there and glorified the 

kundas in various ways. Then He marked His forehead 
with mud from the kundas.
	 The villagers were greatly startled by His 
behavior. One of them inquired, "From where has this 
sannyäsé suddenly come?" Someone said, "O brother, 
by seeing Him I cannot understand what is happening 
in my body." Another person said, "He cannot be a 
mortal sannyäsé . Seeing Him I cannot explain what is 
happening in my mind."
	 Someone else said, "Who says He is a sannyäsé? 
He is Krishna Himself appearing in this dress and 
form. Just see the proof. Different birds are all coming 
for His darshan. The cuckoos and parrots are happily 
addressing Him as Krishna, and the peacocks are 
dancing in jubilation. The different sounds of the birds 
is very pleasing to the ears. And see the wonderful 
blooming of the trees! O brother, just see the creepers 
showering flowers on this person, who is disguised as 
a sannyäsé . The deer are coming near Him and staring 
undivertedly towards His face. All the cows are coming 
running from all sides with raised tails, and they also 
look at His face. By the tears of ecstasy falling from the 
eyes of these creatures we can understand that they are 
meeting Him after a long period of time."
	 “O brother, I repeatedly glorify the good fortune 
of these creatures, who are seeing Krishna in this form 
and dress. Dear brothers, let us offer obeisances unto 
the feet of the Lord, who has incarnated to distribute 
knowledge to the people. By His mercy we can now 
understand that these two paddy fields known as Kali 
and Gauri are actually holy kundas." Speaking like this 
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amongst themselves, they all became maddened by 
the nectarean sight of Mahaprabhu at this most holy 
site. Even Lord Brahma cannot describe a fragment of 
Mahaprabhu's ecstatic expression when He discovered 
these kundas.”

The Fulfillment Of Srila Dasa Goswami's Desire

“O Srinivasa! presently these paddy fields are seen as 
two kundas full of water. Please listen while I briefly 
describe the transformation of the two paddy fields into 
beautiful kundas. 
	 One day Raghunatha dasa Goswami suddenly 
considered to himself that if these kundas were filled 
with water it would be very good. Considering that for 
this purpose money would be needed, Raghunatha 
dasa remained silent. He scolded himself again and 
again, thinking why he had desired such a thing. 
Solacing himself, he decided to stay alone and behave 
cautiously for sometime. However, when a devotee 
desires something, that cannot be denied, for Krishna 
always fulfills His devotees' desires. 
	 Meanwhile, one rich person had gone to 
Badarikashrama to get the Lord's darshan. He offered 
Lord Narayan a large sum of money. That night in a 
dream the Lord ordered the man, "Take this money to 
Arista-grama in Vraja. There you will find the best of 
the Vaishnavas, Raghunatha dasa. Give the money to 
him in My name. If Raghunatha does not agree to take 
the money, you should remind him about his desire to 
clean the two kundas for bathing and drinking water."
"Speaking these words, the Lord disappeared, and that 
sincere devotee happily came here to Arista-grama. 
Going before Raghunatha dasa he fell to the ground, 
offered his obeisances, and then gave the money to 
Raghunatha. He explained the instruction given to him 
by the Lord in his dream. Raghunatha became stunned 
for some time. After some time he repeatedly praised 
his fortune and requested the rich man to excavate the 
two kundas without delay. Hearing this, that fortunate 
man was filled with ecstasy and proceeded to engage 
many people for the work. Very soon the kundas were 
dug out. Now hear why Shyama-kunda was dug in an 
irregular shape.
	 Everyone decided that the following day a few 
old trees on the bank of Shyama-kunda should be cut. 
That night Raghunatha had a dream in which King 
Yudhishthira told him, "My brothers and I are living 
within those trees. Tomorrow morning go to mänasa-
pävana-ghäöa, identify those five trees, and protect 
them from being cut." After the dream, Raghunatha went 
early the next morning to identify the trees and order 
the people not to cut them. For that reason they could 

not make Shyama-kunda square. The two kundas were 
then filled with clear water and Sri Raghunatha became 
very satisfied."
Note: One day Sri Jiva Goswami decided to send Srinivas  and Narottama 

Das to tour all of the holy places of Vraja. As he wondered who should 

guide them, Raghava Goswami arrived from Govardhana. Sri Jiva was 

very glad to see him and, after seating him, inquired about his well being. 

Raghava told Sri Jiva, “I have decided to tour Vraja, and for that purpose 

I will very soon leave.” Çré Jéva was quite happy to hear that and asked 

Raghava to take Srinivas  and Narottama  along with him. Raghava was 

pleased with the idea. The above pastimes was narrated by Sri Raghav 

Goswami to Srinivas and Narottama on their tour of Sri Radha Kunda. 

— An excerpt from a book 'Mathurä-maëòala Parikramä' by Srila 

Narahari Chakravarti Thakur  

Çré Rädhä-Kuëòäñöaka

Eight Prayers Glorifying Radha-kunda
Srila Raghunatha Das Goswami

våñabha-danuja-näçän narma-dharmokti-raìgair
     nikhila-nija-sakhébhir yat sva-hastena pürëam

prakaöitam api våndäraëya-räjïä pramodais
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

May very fragrant Radha-kunda, which, prodded by the 
gopis' many joking words after Vrisabhasura's death, 
the king of Vrindavan forest happily built and filled with 
His own hand, be my shelter.

vraja-bhuvi mura-çatroù preyasénäà nikämair
     asulabham api türëaà prema-kalpa-drumaà tam

janayati hådi bhümau snätur uccair priyaà yat
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

May very dear and fragrant Radha-kunda, which, for 
one who bathes in it immediately creates in the land of 
the heart a desire tree of pure love rare even among the 
gopi beloved of Lord Krishna in Vraja, be my shelter.

agha-ripur api yatnäd atra devyäù prasäda-
     prasara-kåta-katäkña-präpti-kämaù prakämam

anusarati yad ucaaiù snäna-sevänubandhais
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

     
May very dear and fragrant Radha-kunda, where, 
yearning to attain the merciful sidelong glance of His 
queen, Lord Krishna diligently follows Her bathing 
attendants, be my shelter. 

vraja-bhuvana-sudhäàçoù prema-bhümir nikämaà
     vraja-madhura-kiçoré-mauli-ratna-priyeva
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paricitam api nämnä yac ca tenaiva tasyäs
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

     
May very fragrant Radha-kunda, which is named after 
a girl who is a realm of love for He who is the moon of 
Vraja, a girl who is like the most precious jewel in the 
crown of the sweet girls of Vraja, be my shelter. 

api jana iha kaçcid yasya sevä-prasädaiù
     praëaya-sura-latä syät tasya goñöhendra-sünoù

sapadi kila mad-éçä-däsya-puñpa-praçasyä
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

The mercy obtained by serving Radha-kunda makes 
the celestial vine of pure love for the prince of Vraja, 
which is famous for bearing the flowers of service to my 
queen, sprout. May that very fragrant Radha-kunda be 
my shelter.

taöa-madhura-nikuïjaù klpta-nämäna uccair
     nija-parijana-vargaiù samvibhajyäçritas taiù
madhukara-ruta-ramyä yasya räjanti kämyäs
     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

May very fragrant Radha-kunda, on the shores of which 
are many splendid and charming forest groves filled 
with the sweet sounds of bumblebees and each named 

after one of Sri Radha's friends, be my shelter.

taöa-bhuvi vara-vedyäà yasya narmäti-hådyäà
     madhura-madhura-värtäà goñöha-candrasya bhaìgyä

praöhayati mitha éçä präëa-sakhyälibhiù sä
tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me        

May very fragrant Radha-kunda, on the shore of which, 
in a pleasant courtyard Queen Radha and Her friends 
sweetly joke with Lord Krishna, the moon of Vraja, be 
my shelter.

anudinam ati-raìgaiù prema-mattäli-saìghair
     vara-sarasija-gandhair häri-väri-prapürëe
viharata iha yasmin dam-paté tau pramattau

     tad ati-surabhi rädhä-kuëòam eväçrayo me

May very fragrant Radha-kunda, where the passionate 
divine couple daily plays with Their passionate friends 
in the charming lotus-scented water, be my shelter.

avikalam ati devyäç cäru kuëòäñöakaà yaù
     paripaöhati tadéyolläsi-däsyärpitätmä
aciram iha çarére darçayaty eva tasmai

     madhu-ripur ati-modaiù çliñyamäëäà priyäà täm

To one who is completely dedicated to Queen Radha's 
service and who happily reads these eight beautiful 
verses describing Her lake, even in this present body 
Lord Krishna shows His beloved as he happily embraces 
Her.
— From the book 'Sri  Stavavali' by Srila Raghunatha Das Goswami, 

Translated by Kushakratha Dasa, Edited by Purnaprajna Dasa.
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