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How To AttaiN ArLL DESIRABLE THINGS?
Srila Sukadeva Goswami

In the forest of the material world, the
conditioned soul is sometimes stung by envious
enemies, who are compared to serpents and
other creatures. By the tricks of such enemies,
a_person falls from his prestigious position.
He then becomes so anxious that he cannot
even sleep properly. Thus he becomes more
and more unhappy, and he gradually loses
his intelliﬁence and good consciousness. In
that state he becomes almost like a blind man
who has fallen into a dark well of ignorance.
A person is sometimes attracted to the little
haplginess derived from sense gratification.
So he has illicit sex or steals other's C[1)ropelrty.
Because of this, he may be arrested by the
police or chastised by the woman's husband
or protector. Thus simply for a little material
satisfaction, he falls into a hellish condition and
is put into jail for rape, kidnapping, theft and so
forth. Learned scholars and transcendentalists
therefore condemn the materialistic path of
fruitive activity because it is the source and
breedingl ﬂground of material miseries, both
in this life and in the next. By stealing or
cheating another person, the conditioned soul
somehow manages to accumulate some money
and escape punishment. Then another man
perhaps named Devadatta, cheats him an
takes that money for himself. Similarly, another
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man, perhaps named Visnumitra, steals the
money from Devadatta and takes it for himself.
In every case, the money does not stay in one
place, but continually passes from one hand to
another. Ultimately no one can enjoy money,
because it always remains the property of the
Su}}))reme Personality of Godhead. Because of his
inability to protect himself from the threefold
miseries of material existence, the conditioned
soul becomes very morose and lives a life of
lamentation. These threefold miseries are:
miseries suffered by mental calamity at the
hands of the demigods (such as freezing wind
and scorching heat), miseries created by other
living entities, and miseries arising from the
mind and body themselves. As faras transactions
with money are concerned, if one person cheats
another by even a penny, they become enemies.

In materialistic life, there are many difficulties,
as 1 have just mentioned, and all of these
are insurmountable. In addition, there are
difficulties arising from so-called happiness,
distress, attachment, hate, fear, false prestige,
illusion, madness, lamentation, bewilderment,
greed, envy, enmit)lf), insult, hunger, thirst,
tribulation, disease, birth, old age and death.
The combination of all these difficulties give
the materialistic conditioned soul nothing but
misery. Sometimes, the conditioned soul is
attracted by illusion personified in the form
of his wife or girlfriend and becomes eager for
her embrace. Thus he loses his intelligence and
awareness of life's goal. At that time, no longer
attempting spiritual cultivation, he becomes
overly attached to his wife or girlfriend and tries
to provide her with a suitable apartment. Then
he becomes very active in the shelter of that
home and is captivated by the talks, glances and
playful activities of his wife and children. In this
way he loses his spiritual Krishna consciousness
and thrusts himself in the dense darkness of
material existence.

One personal weapon used by Lord Krishna,
is called hari-cakra, the disc of Hari. This cakra is
the wheel of time. It expands from the beginning
of the atoms up to the time of Brahma's death,
and it controls all activities. It is always revolving
and sgending the lives of the living entities,
from Lord Brahma down to an insignificant
blade of grass. Thus one changes from infancy,
to childhood, to youth and maturity, and thus
one approaches the end of life. It is impossible
to check this wheel of time which is very
exacting because it is the personal weapon of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Sometimes
the conditioned soul, fearing the aﬁproach of
death, wants to worship someone who can save
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him from imminent danger. Yet he does not care
for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose
weapon is the indefatigable time factor. The
conditioned soul instead takes shelter of a man-
made god described in unauthorized scriptures.
Such gods are like buzzards, vultures, herons and
crows and the Vedic scriptures do not refer to
them. Imminent death is like the attack of a lion,
and neither vultures, buzzards, crows nor herons
can save one from such an attack. One who takes
shelter of unauthorised man-made gl(_)ds cannot
be saved from the clutches of death. The pseudo
swamis, yogis and incarnations who do not
believe in the Supreme Personality of Godhead
are known as pasandis. They themselves are
fallen and cheated because they do not know
the real path of spiritual advancement, and
whoever goes to them is certainly also cheated.
When one is thus cheated, he sometimes takes
shelter of the real followers of Vedic principles
(brahmanas or those in Krishna consciousness),
who teach how to worship the Supreme
Personality of Godhead according to the Vedic
rituals. However, being unable to stick to these
principles, these rascals again fall and take shelter
amon%fﬂdra—like people who are very proficient
in making arrangements for sexual indulgence.
Sexual activity is very prominent among animals
like monkeys, and 'such people who are very
enlivened by sex may be called descendants
of monkeys. In this way the descendants of
the monkeys intermingle with each other, and
they are generally known as Sudras. Without
hesitation, they live and move freely, not knowing
the goal of life. They are captivated simply by
seeing the faces of one another, which remind
them of sense gratification. They are always busy
in material activities, known as gramya-karma,
and they work hard for material benefits. Thus
they completely for%let that one day their tiny life
spans will expire and they will be degraded in the
evolutionary cycle. Just as a monkey jumFs from
one tree to another, the conditioned soul jumps
from one body to another. As the monkey is
ultimately captured by the hunter and is unable
to get out of captivity, the conditioned soul,
being captivated by momentary sex pleasure,
becomes attached to different types of bodies
and is trapped in family life. Family life affords
the conditioned soul a festival of momentary sex
pleasure, and thus he is completely unable to get
out of the clutches of materialism.

In the material world, when the conditioned
soul forgets his relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and does not care for
Krishna consciousness, he simply performs
different es of mischievous and sinful
activities. He is then subjected to the threefold
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miseries, and, out of fear of the elephant of
death, he stumbles into the darkness of a
mountain cave. The conditioned soul suffers
many miserable bodigf conditions, such as being

affected by severe cold and strong winds. He also
suffers due to the activities of other living beings
and due to natural disturbances. When he is
unable to counteract these miseries and remains
in a miserable condition, he naturally becomes
very morose because at heart he wants to enjoy
life. Sometimes conditioned souls make financial
transactions, but in due course of time, enmiﬁy
arises because of cheating. Although the profit
may be miniscule, the conditioned souls break
friendship and become enemies. Sometimes, due
to lack of money, the conditioned soul cannot

et an adequate place to live. Sometimes he

oesn't even have a chair to sit on, nor does he
have other necessities. In other words, he falls
into poverty. At that time, when he is unable to
secure his necessities by fair means, he decides
to take the property of others unfairly. When
he cannot get the things he wants, he is insulted
by others and becomes very morose. Althou%h
people may be enemies, in order to fulfill
their multifarious desires, they sometimes get
married. Unfortunately, these marriages do not
last very lorhgl, and then are separated again by
divorce or other means. The material path in this
world is full of material miseries, and various
troubles which torment the conditioned souls.
Sometimes there is gain and sometimes loss. In



either case, the path is full of danger. Sometimes
the conditioned soul is separated from his father

y death or other circumstances. Forgdeltting him
he gradually becomes attached to others, such
as his children. In this way, the conditioned soul
is confounded, becomes afraid and cries loudly
out of fear. Sometimes he is happy maintainin§
his family, and sometimes even overjoyed an
sings melodiously. In this way he becomes
entangled and forgets his separation from the
Supreme Personality of Godhead since time
immemorial. Thus he traverses the dangerous
path of material existence, on which he’is not
at all happy. Those who are self-realized simply
take shelter of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in order to get out of this dangerous
material existence. Without accepting the path
of devotional service to the Lorg, one cannot
%_et free from the clutches of material existence.

he conclusion is that no one can be happy
in material life. One must take to Krishna
consciousness.

Saintly persons, who are friends to all living
entities, have a peaceful existence. They have
controlled their senses and mind, and thus
they easily attain the path of liberation, the path
back to (\";odhead. Because of misfortune and
attachment to the miserable material conditions,
a materialistic person cannot associate with
them. There were many great saintly kings
who were very expert in performing sacrificial
rituals and very competent in conquering other
kingdoms, yet despite their power they could
not attain the loving service of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. This is because
those great kingfs could not conquer the false
consciousness of "l am this body, and this is m
property." Thus they simE}y created enmity wi
rival kings, fought with them and died without
having executed life's real mission. When the
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conditioned soul accepts the shelter of the fragile
creeper of fruitive activity, he may be elevated to
higdher planetar%r systems by his pious activities
and thus gain liberation from hellish conditions;
but unfortunately he cannot remain there. After
reaping the results of those pious activities, he
has to return to the earthly planetary systems. In
this way he perpetually ascends and descends.
The path indicated by Jada Bharata is like
the path followed by Garuda, the carrier of
Lord Vishnu, and ordinary kinfgs are just like
ﬂEging insects. As flies cannot follow the path
ot Garuda, to date, none of the great kings and
victorious leaders of society could follow this
Bsrh of devotional service- even in their minds.
hile in the prime of life, the great Maharaja
Bharata gave up evelg/thing because he was
fond of serving the illpreme Personality of
Godhead, Uttamasloka. He gave up his beautiful
wife, pleasing children, great friends and an
enormous empire. Although these things were
Ver)lf difficult to give up, Maharaja Bharata was so
exalted that he gave them up just as one gives up
faeces after evacuating. Such was the greatness of
His Majesty. The activities of Bharata Maharaja
are wonderful. He renounced kingdom, wite
and family which are very difficult to give
up. His opulence was so great that even the
demiggds envied it, yet he gave it up. It was
quite befitting a great personality like him to
be an exalted devotee of the Lord. He could
renounce everything because he was attracted
and attached to the beauty, opulence, reputation,
knowledge, strenglth and renunciation of the
Supreme  Personality of Godhead, Krishna.
Krishna is so attractive that one can give up
all desirable things for His sake. Indeed, even
liberation is considered insignificant for those
whose minds are attracted to the loving service
of the Lord. Even though in the body ot a deer,
Mabharaja Bharata did not forget the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; therefore when he was
%lvin up the body of a deer, he loudly uttered
e following prayer: "The Supreme Personality
of Godhead is sacrifice personified. He gives the
results of ritualistic activity. He is the protector of
religious systems, the personification of mystic
yoga, the source of all knowledge, the controller
of the entire creation, and the Supersoul in
every living entity. He is supremely beautiful
and attractive. I am quitting this body offering
obeisance unto Him with the hope that I may
perpetually engage in His transcendental loving
service." Uttering this mantra, Maharaja Bharata
left his deer body.
Devotees who are interested in the process of
hearing and chanting (Sravanam and kirtanam),



nityarh bhagavata-sevaya

regularly discuss the pure characteristics of
Bharata Maharaja and praise his activities. If one
submissively hears and chants about the all-
auspicious Maharaja Bharata, one's life span and
material opulence” certainly increase. One can
become very famous, and easily gain promotion
to the heavenly planets, or attain liberation
by merging into the existence of the Lord.

hatever one desires can be attained simply by
hearing, chanting and glorifying the activities
of Maharaja Bharata. In this way, one can fulfill
all his material and spiritual desires. One does
not have to ask anyone else for these things, for
simply by studying the life of Maharaja Bharata,
one can attain all desirable things.
—Srimad-Bhagavatam » Canto 5 » Chapter 14. The Material World as the
Great Forest of Enjoyment: Verses: 21-46.

Direct CoNNECTION WiTH THE SUPREME LORD

His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Loving devotional service to the Lord begins
with hearing about Him. There is no difference
between the Lord and the discussions about Him.
The Lord is absolute in all respects, and thus there
is no difference between Him and the discourses
spoken about Him. Therefore, hearing about

im means immediate contact with Him by the
process of aural reception of that transcendental
sound. And transcendental sound is so effective
that it acts immediately by removing all the
material affections mentioned above. A living
entity develops a sort of mental complexity by
material association, and the illusory cage of
the material body is accepted as an actual fact.
Influenced b%/ this false complexity, the living
beings in different categories of life become
bewildered in different ways. Even in the most
developed stage of human life, the same illusion
prevails in the form of belief in many ‘isms and
separates us from our loving relationship with the
Lord and hence severs loving relations between
man, and man. By hearing the subject matter
of Srimad-Bhagavatam this false ‘complexity
of materialism is removed, and real peace in
society which politicians apparently aspire
for so eagerly begins. The politicians express a
desire for a peaceful situation between man and
man, and nation and nation, but at the same
time, because of great attachment to material
domination, there is illusion and fearfulness.
Therefore the politicians' peace conferences
cannot bring about peace in society. It can only
be done by hearing the subject matter described
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam; the topics of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna.
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The befooled politicians may fgo on holdin%
peace and summit conferences for hundreds o
years, but they will fail to achieve success. Until
we reach the stage of establishing our relation
with Krishna, the illusion of accepting the bod
as the self will prevail, and thus fearfulness will
also prevail. As for the validity of Sri Krishna as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, there are
hundreds and thousands of points of evidence
from revealed scriptures, and there are hundreds
and thousands of examples of evidence from
personal experiences of devotees in various

laces like Vrindavana, Navadvipa and Puri.

ven in the Kaumudi dictionary the synonyms of
Krishna are given as the son of Yashoda and the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Para-Brahman.
The conclusion is that simply by hearing the
Vedic literature Srimad-Bhagavatam, one can
have direct connection with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna, and thereby
one can attain the highest perfection of life
transcending worldly miseries, illusion and
fearfulness. These are the practical tests for one
who has genuinely begun submissively hearing
the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

—Srimad-Bhagavatam » Canto 1 » Chapter 7. : Verse » 7, Purport

HeArRING FrOM THE LIVING SOURCE
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura

Lord Sri Hari is the transcendental Absolute
Truthsituated beyond the material creation. There
is no way to meet with that transcendental OE]]' ect
or Supreme Lord other than to hear about Him.
Discussions about Vaikuntha, emanating from
the lotus mouths of devotees, have extraordinary
potency. When these transcendental sound
vibrations enter our ears, our consciousness is
awakened and we become Krishna conscious.
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This is because these vibrations descend from
Vaikuntha into this world help us go back to
Godhead. Discussions about this world only
help us go to hell. Sri Chaitanyacandra came to
this world to tell us about Vaikuntha, but due to
our own misfortune, the teachings of this most
merciful personality do not enter our ears. Only
the fortunate can understand Mahaprabhu's
teachings. If we want to become fortunate, we
must develop the propensity to serve. Then
Vaikuntha topics and teachings will enter our
ears and we will understand them.

We must try to make spiritual advancement
from our present position, and this includes
hearing enlivening discourses from living
sources, bona fide Vaisnavas. The moment we
stop hearing hari-katha from and serving real
devotees, Maya will swallow us. Thus it is our
duty to give attention to wherever actual hari-
katha is being discussed. Our constitutional
Fropensity will be revived if we hear hari-katha
rom a living source through service-inclined
ears. Then we will be able to realize or see the
Supreme Lord in our purified hearts. We can
realize the Supreme Lord only by aural reception.
Apart from hearing, there is no way to go to the
abode of the Lord.

— AmrtaVani: Nectar of Instructions of Immoratality by His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati ThakuraPrabhupada » Compiled by Sripada Bhakti
MayukhaBhagavat Maharaja » Adapted and Published by Touchstone Media

AssocIATION WiITH SELF REALIZED SouLs
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

How does a devotee worship Krishna?

"This material world is useless and only foolish
Eeople take pleasure in it. But a detached \?erson
egins to WOI'Shi}f) Radha and Krishna in Vraja in
the association of saintly persons and constantly
takes shelter of the holy names of the Lord."

(Conclusion to his commentary on Sri Caitanya-caritamrta)

How does a living entity develop the desire to
associate with saintly persons?

"As a result of many, many pious activities and
due to the mercy of the Lord, a living entity's
desire for material existence weakens. Then
he automatically develops a desire for sadhu-
sanga. By discussing the topics of Krishna in the
association of pure devotees one develops faith. As
one gradually cultivates Krishna consciousness
with more determination then he develops greed
for attaining Krishna. From that platform one
learns the art of performing bhajana by taking
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full shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide pure
spiritual master. "
(Sajjana-tosani 11/5)

What is the method of sadhu-sanga?

"One should follow the characteristics of the

sddhus and learn the scriptural conclusions from
them."

(Sajjana-tosani 11/6)

How does one take shelter at the lotus feet of a
spiritual master?

"Associating with an_intimate devotee of the
Lord is the meaning of taking shelter at the lotus
feet of a spiritual master."

(Sajjana-tosani 2/1)

What is a holy place? What does one gain from
sadhu-sanga?

jatha sadhu tatha tirtha sthira kori' nija citta
sadhu-sanga koro nirantara
yathaya vaisnava-gana  sei sthana vrndavana
sei sthane ananda asesa

"Wherever the devotees reside is a holy place.
Therefore pacify your mind and associate
constantly with the devotees. Where the
Vaisnavas reside, that very place is Vrindavana.
One experiences unlimited happiness at that
place."

(Kalyana Kalpataru Song-4)
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Do sadhus ever become selfish?

"The demigods may become selfish but the
ure devotees of the Lord never become selfish.
herefore persons who desire their spiritual

benefit should eagerly hanker to go to wherever
there are those with a desire for pure love,
wherever there is a discussion of Krishna's topics,
wherever there is Hari sankirtana, wherever
there are those with a desire for hearing the
glories of Krishna, and wherever there is a actual
glorification of Krishna and the Vaisnavas."

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtar)

How can the dormant constitutional nature of a
living entity be revived?

"What can revive a living entity's dormant
constitutional nature? Fruitive activities, mental
speculation and renunciation cannot revive it.
nly by association of self realized souls can the
dormant nature of a living entity be revived.
Two things are required in these connections.
A person who desires to revive his dormant
constitutional nature acquires a little faith due to
his previous pious activities. This is the first step.
On the strength of such that sukriti a person also
gets receives an opportunity to associate with
qualified sadhus. This is the second step."

(Sajjana-tosani 9/9)

What is the only cause of advancement for the
mundane Vaisnavas?

"The matured yogis who are expert in devotional
service are the uttama-adhikaris. The immature
yogis who desire devotional service and who
sometimes engage in fruitive activities, and follow
religious Ermaples are madhyama-adhikaris.
The neophyte devotees who are attached to
karma are counted in the category of mundane
vaisnavas or kanistha-adhikaris. In the hearts of
these last kinds of Vaisnavas the mere reflection
of devotional service has been awakened. If a
little bit of pure devotional service arises in their
hearts, they also agive up attachment for karma
and become madhyama-adhikaris. Association
with sadhus is the only criteria for all types of
devotees to advance.

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtar)

Whose association is_desirable? By whose
association can one make advancement on the
path of spiritual life?

"One who has awakened pure devotional service
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in his heart is an unalloyed devotee of Krishna.
His association is most desirable. The association
of madhyama-adhikaris is also desirable. A
practitioner of devotional service in general,
should always take shelter of devotees who are
superior to him. In this way he can advance on
the spiritual path."

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtar)
How should one associate with pure devotees ?

"One should behave with ordinary people as one
externally behaves with a stranger while buyin
something in the market. But, all dealings wi
? pure devotee of the Lord should be done with
ove."

(Sajjana-tosani 11/11)

Does one waste time by simply sitting near a
Vaisnava?

"The foremost instruction of Sri Ramanujacharya
is this: "If you cannot purify yourself by any
endeavor whatsoever, then just go and sit
with the Vaisnavas and you” will achieve all
auspiciousness."

(Sajjana-tosani 11/11)
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