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TeE DeMi-GoDs
Srila Navada Muni

Lord Brahma prayed: My Lord, You are
unlimited, and You possess unending potencies.
No one can estimate or calculate Your prowess
and wonderful influence, for Your actions are
never polluted by the material energy. Through
the material qualities, You very easily create the
universe, maintain it and again annihilate it, yet
You remain the same, without deterioration. I
therefore offer my respectful obeisance unto
You.

Lord Shiva said: The end of the millennium
is the time for Your anger. Now that this insig-
nificant demon Hiranyakashipu has been killed,
O my Lord, who are naturally affectionate to
Your devotees, kindly protect his son Prahlada
Maharaja, who is standing nearby as Your fully
surrendered devotee.

King Indra said: O Supreme Lord, You are
our deliverer and protector. Our shares of sac-
rifices, which are in actuality Yours, have been
recovered from the demon by You. Because
the demoniac king Hiranyakashipu was most
fearsome, our hearts, which are Your permanent
abode, were all overtaken by him. Now, by Your
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ess in our hearts
have been dissipated. O Lord, for those who
always engage in Your service, which is more
exalted than liberation, all material opulence is
insignificant. They do not even care for libera-
tion, not to speak of the benefits of kama, artha
and dharma, material religiosity, economic
development and sensory pleasures.

All the saintly persons present offered
their prayers in this way: O Lord, O supreme
maintainer of those sheltered at Your lotus feet,
O original Personality of Godhead, the process
of austerity and penance, in which You previ-
ously instructed us, is the spiritual power of Your
very self. Itis by austerity that You create the ma-
terial world, which lies dormant within You. This
austerity was almost stopped by the activities of
this demon, but now, by Your appearing in the
form of Narsimhadeva, which is meant just to
give us protection, and by killing this demon,
You have reasserted the pre-eminence of the
process of austerity.

The inhabitants of Pitrloka prayed: Let
us offer our respectful obeisance unto Lord
Narsimhadeva, the maintainer of the religious
principles in the universe. He has killed Hiranya-
kashipu, the demon who by force enjoyed all the
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offerings of the sraddha ceremonies performed
by our sons and grandsons on the anniversaries
of our deaths. He also audaciously drank the
water with sesame seeds offered in holy places
of pilgrimage which is similarly meant for our
consumption. By killing this demon, O Lord,
You have taken back all this stolen property from
his abdomen by piercing it with Your nails. We
therefore wish to offer our respectful obeisance
unto You.

The inhabitants of Siddha-loka prayed:
O Lord Narsimhadeva, because we belong to
Siddhaloka, we automatically achieve perfection
in all eight kinds of mystic power. Yet Hiranya-
kashipu was so dishonest that by dint of his
personal prowess and austerity, he took away
all our powers. Thus he became overly proud of
his mystic strength. Now, because this rogue has
been killed by Your nails, we offer our respectful
obeisance unto You.

The inhabitants of Vidyadhara-loka
prayed: Our acquired power to appear and
disappear in various ways according to varieties
of meditation was banned by that foolish Hira-
nyakashipu because of his pride in his superior
baodily strength and his ability to conquer others.
Now the Supreme Personality of Godhead has
killed him just as if the demon were an animal.
Unto that supreme pastime form of Lord Nar-
simhadeva, we eternally offer our respectful
obeisance.

The inhabitants of Nagaloka said: The most
sinful Hiranyakashipu took away all the jewels on
our hoods and all of our beautiful wives. Now,
since his chest has been pierced by Your nails,
You are the source of relief and all pleasure to
our wives. Thus we together offer our respectful
obeisance unto You.

All the Manus offered their prayers as
follows: As Your order carriers, O Lord, we, the
Manus, are the law-givers for human society.
However, because of the temporary supremacy
of this great demon, Hiranyakashipu, our laws
for maintaining varndsrama-dharma were de-
stroyed. O Lord, now that You have killed this
great demon, we are re-instated in our normal
position. Kindly order us, Your eternal servants,
what to do now.
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The prajapatis offered their prayers as fol-
lows: O Supreme Lord, Lord of even Brahma and
Shiva, we, the prajapatis, were created by You to
execute Your orders, but we were forbidden by
Hiranyakashipu to create any more good prog-
eny as you had decree. Now the demon is lying
dead before us, his chest pierced by You. Let us
therefore offer our respectful obeisance unto You,
whose incarnation in this form of pure goodness
is meant for the welfare of the entire universe.

The inhabitants of Gandharva-loka
prayed: Your Lordship, we ever engage in
Your service by dancing and singing in dramat-
ic performances, but this Hiranyakashipu, by
the influence of his bodily strength and valour,
subjugated us. Now he has been brought to this
low condition by Your Lordship. What benefit
can result from the activities of such an upstart
as Hiranyakashipu?

The inhabitants of the Carana planet said:
O Lord, because You have destroyed the demon
Hiranyakashipu, who was always a stake in the
hearts of all honest men, we are now relieved,
and we eternally take shelter of Your lotus feet,
which award the conditioned soul liberation from
material contamination.

The inhabitants of Yaksa-loka prayed: O
controller of the twenty-four elements, we are
considered the best servants of Your Lordship
because of rendering services pleasing to You,
yet we engaged as palanquin carriers by the or-
der of Hiranyakashipu, the son of Diti. O Lord in
the form of Narsimhadeva, You know how this
demon gave trouble to everyone, but now You
have killed him, and his body is disintegrating and
mixing with the five material elements.

The inhabitants of Kimpurusa-loka said:
We are insignificant living entities, and You are
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the su-
preme controller. Therefore how can we offer
suitable prayers unto You? When this demon
was condemned by devotees because they were
dis- gusted with him, he was then killed by You.

The inhabitants of Vaitalika-loka said: Dear
Lord, because of chanting Your spotless glories
in great assemblies and arenas of sacrifice, we
were accustomed to receiving great respect from
everyone. This demon, however, usurped that
position. Now, to our great fortune, You have
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killed this great demon, exactly as one cures a
chronic disease.

The Kinnaras said: O supreme controller,
we are ever-existing servants of Your Lordship,
but instead of rendering service to You, we were
engaged by this demon in his service, constantly
and without remuneration. This sinful man has
now been killed by You. Therefore, O Lord
Narsimhadeva, our lord and master, we offer
our respectful obeisance unto You. Please now
resume your role as our patron and master.

The associates of Lord Visnu in Vaikun-
tha offered this prayer: O Lord, our supreme
source of shelter, today we have seen Your
wonderful form as Lord Narsimhadeva which
is meant for the good fortune of the world. O
Lord, we can understand that Hiranyakashipu
was the same Jaya who engaged in Your service
but was cursed by brahmanas and who thus
received the body of a demon. We understand
that his having now been killed is Your special
mercy upon him.

— Srimad Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 7: The Science
of God » Chapter Eight :Verses:40-56, Translation.

‘WHO CAN UNDERSTAND THE SUPREME LORD?
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swanii

The activities of the Lord are always extraordi-
nary and wonderful. His personal servants Jaya
and Vijaya were His confidential friends, yet they
were cursed, and they accepted bodies of de-
mons. Again, in the family of one such demon,
Prahlada Maharaja was caused to take birth to
exhibit the behavior of an exalted devotee. The
Lord then accepted the body of Narsimhade-
va to kill that same demon, who by the Lord's
own will had taken birth in a demoniac family.
Therefore, who can understand the Lord's tran-
scendental activities?

What to speak of understanding the transcen-
dental activities of the Lord, no one can even
understand the activities of His servants. In Cait-
anya-caritamyta(Madhya 23.39) itis said, tarra
vakya, kriya, mudra vijneha na bujhaya: no
one can understand the actions and statements
of the Lord's servants. Therefore, what can be
said of understanding the activities of the Su-
preme Lord Himself? Who can understand how
Krishna is benefiting the entire world? The Lord is
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insurmountable because no one can understand
His potencies and how He acts.

— Srimad Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 7: The Science
of God » Chapter Eight : Verse 41, Purport.

How DoEs THe ABsorute TRUurH MANIFEST?
Srila Bhaktisiddhania Saraswati Thakura

The Absolute Truth manifests in five ways: as
pard tattva, vyitha, vaibhava, antaryami, and
arcd. Each of these is the worshipable Lord.
Apart from these manifestations, everything and
everyone else is in the category of servant. The
Lord accepts offerings from His servants, and
each of these five manifestations of the Lord
reciprocates with Their respective servants.
There is no meaning to being dominant if there
is no servitor over whom one predominates.
Therefore each manifestation of the Absolute
Truth has His own servants.

When one begins to worship a Deity , they
use particular ingredients. Then they worships
the Supersoul in the mind. Next, they worship
the Lord’s vaibhava incarnations. This is the
progression.

For example, one may worship Lord Rama.
Sri Rama appeared with His servants, notably
Hanuman and Sugriva. One should worship
the vaibhavaincarnations only as They appear
before Their servants. After worshiping the vai-
bhavamanifestation, one worships the vyrihas.
There are four vyithas, namely Vasudeva, San-
karsana, Pradyumna, and Aniruddha. Ultimately
one comes to the worship of the Absolute Truth,
pard-tattva, Sri Krishna. To climb from the bot-
tom of a hill to the top, we must go uphill, step
by step. In our journey toward the Absolute
Truth (para-tattva) Krishna, we will find that
worshiping the arca will help us. Therefore
Hari-bhakti-vildsa states:

yena janma-Sataih prirvarivasudevalh samarcita
lan-mukhe harvi-ndmani, sadd tzsz‘ham‘z bharaia

“O descendant of Bharata, the holy names of
Lord Visnu are always vibrating in the mouth of
one who has previously worshiped Vasudeva
perfectly for hundreds of lifetimes.”

www.ibmedu.org



nityarh bhagavata-sevaya
s

Immanent (esoterically situated), pure, un-
alloyed conscience is called antaryami or
caitya-guru, the Supersoul. The antaryami is
an internal entity. Because we have forgotten
Krishna, we have come to this material world, far
from our eternal home. We are meant to return.
The firstaid on our journey is Deity worship, then
awareness of and focus on the antaryami, then
worship of the vaibhava (plenary) incarnations,
then worship of the vyiiha (expanded) forms,
and finally, full consciousness of the para-tattva,
the Absolute Truth.

Even after worshiping the Supreme Lord for
many births a materialistic person cannot make
the kind of advancement made by those who
associate directly with guru and the Vaisnavas,
hearing hari-kathaftrom them. The fortune we re-
ceive by faithfully hearing about Krishna from the
most merciful spiritual master and the Vaisnavas
cannot be achieved even if the Deity form reveals
Himself to us due to immense compassion.

The Supersoul does not always speak to us
directly. Sdstra states:

Siksa-guru ke ta’ jani krsnera svaripa,
antaryami, bhakia-Srestha ei dui riipa
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One should know the instructing spiritual mas-
ter to be the Personality of Krishna. Lord Krishna
manifests Himself as the Supersoul and as the
greatest devotee of the Lord. ( Caitanya-caritamy-
la, Adi1.47)

Jwe saksat nahi late guru caitya-ripe,
Siksa-guru haya kysna-mahanta-svaripe

Since one cannot visually experience the pres-
ence of the Supersoul, He appears before us asa
liberated devotee. Such a spiritual master is none
other than Krishna Himself. (Caitanya-caritamy-
la Adi 1.58)

antaryamiisvarera ei riti haye,
bahire na kahe, vastu prakdase hydaye

The Supersoul within everyone’s heart speaks
not externally but from within. He directs the
devotees in all respects, and that is His way of
instruction. (Caitanya-caritamyta Madhya6.83)

The vaibhavaincarnations like Sri Rama speak
with, instruct, and guide the jivas, ascertaining
what is for their benefit and what is not. The
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vyithas activities are of a different nature - more
reacreational and less instructive.

The supreme Absolute Truth, pard-tattva, man-
ifests in four ways, but one can only understand
this science by the Lord’s mercy. Sdstra states:

svarera kipa-lesa haya ta’ yahare
sei ta’ Svara-tattva janibdre pare

If one receives but a minuscule amount of
the Lord’s favour, by dint of devotional service,
they can understand the nature of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. (Caitanya-caritamyia
Madhya 6.83)

We think that the Lord’s Deity is inanimate; but
He is nota product of matter. He is sat-cit-cnanda
(eternal, blissful and fully cognisant. Sri Gauran-
gadeva said:

Svarera Sri-vigraha sac-cid-ananddkara,
se-vigrahe kaha sattva-gunera vikara

The transcendental form of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead is complete in eternity,
cognizance, and bliss. However, you describe
this transcendental form as a product of material
goodness. (Caitanya-caritamyta Madhya6.166)

Sri-vigraha ye namane, sei la’ pasandi,
addasya aspasya, sei haya yama-dandi

One who does not accept the transcendental
form of the Lord is certainly an agnostic. Such a
person should be neither seen nor touched. In-
deed, he is subject to be punished by Yamaraja.
(Caitanya-caritamyta Madhya 6.167)

Elsewhere in Sastra it is stated:

pratima naha tumi saksat viajendra-nandana
vipra lagi’ karva tumi akarya-karana

My dear Lord, You are not a statue; You are
directly the son of Maharaja Nanda. Now, for
the sake of the old brahmana, please do some-
thing You have never done before. (Caitan-
ya-caritamyia Madhya 5.96)

The spiritual master helps us as the intermediary
so that there will be a guide between the Deity,
the worship, and the worshiper. Otherwise, if
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the worshiper is not self-realized or if he lacks
knowledge of the Deity form, his worship will
turn into the idol worship of children. We do
not need idol worship; we have a great need to
worship the Lord.

The Deity is defined as that form that is offered
worship. The Deity is non-different from the
Lord. For our benefit the Supreme Lord manifests
inthe Deity. Ordinary people think the Deity only
an idol because He cannot walk or take initiative.
This is theirillusion. If they learn to associate with
pure devotees, their illusion can be removed.

Cultivation of the Absolute Truth depends
heavily on hearing and chanting. That is why
the Sastra states:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva,
QUL rsna -prasdde paya bhakti-lata-bija
mali haiid kare sei bija dropana,
Sravana-kirtana-jale karaye secana

Out of many millions of wandering living enti-
ties, one who is very fortunate gets an opportu-
nity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master
by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of both
Krishna and the spiritual master, such a person
receives the seed of the creeper of devotional
service.

When a person receives the seed of devotional
service, he should take care of it by becoming a
gardener and sowing the seed in his heart. If he
systematically waters the seed by the process
of Sravana and kirtana [hearing and chanting],
it will begin to sprout. (Caitanya-caritamyta
Madhya 19.151-152)

It used to be that when the spiritual master
glorified Krishna everyone listened. Nowadays
it is just the opposite. Professional reciters sit on
their guru’s raised dais (dsana) to glorify Krishna
without ever having become disciples the,selves.
A real disciple should first learn what understand-
ing his spiritual master has and in which spirit he
worships Krishna. It is stated:

ca%urunmzlzt&zm Venam z‘asmonmgumw nolmah

I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my
spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch
of knowledge. 1 offer my respectful obeisance
unto him.
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When the material cataract on our spiritual
vision is removed, we will be from all miscon-
ceptions. Don't think that pretentious behaviour
when approaching a spiritual master will grant
one perfection. It would be foolish to think that
you have gained a coconut just because you are
standing under a coconut tree. One must climb
the tree, pick the coconut from the treetop, and
break its shell. Then only can you take advantage
of the coconut and drink its nourishing and tasty
water.

You should also not think that performing de-
votional practices (bhajana) under the guidance
of guru and the Vaisnavas and practicing mystic
yoga are the same. If devotion is absent from a
process, it is useless. If we simply live comfort-
ably while studying Vedanta and logic, we will
not make tangible spiritual advancement. Even
if we become geniuses in logic and Vedanta,
we will not go to Vaikuntha. The only path to
spiritual fortune is to perform worship of the Lord
(hari-bhajana) under the expert direction of a
bona fide guru.

— Amntavani » Nectar of Instructions of Immoratality » Compiled
instructions of His Divine Grace Bhakltisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura »
Touchstone Media.

A1iGN ONESELF WiTH GOOD
Srila Bhalktivinoda Thakura

“Without developing faith in the eternal and ab-
solute truth of this world, a living entity can never
achieve any benefit. If everything here is accept-
ed as ‘good’, then what is the meaning of ‘bad?
If, whatever anyone does is good, then where
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putfted rice and candied sugar become one and
the same. If there is no need for a living entity to
perform any spiritual practices (sddhana), then
what is the difference between a debauchee who
is attached to prostitutes, and a paramaharisa
whois completely free from material desire? Then
truth and illusion become one. Therefore, faith in
the absolute and eternal truth is supremely bene-
ficial - whereas attachment for temporary object
is abominable. Maintaining neutrality for every-
thing cannot be called good. Rather one should
take side of the good and reject neutrality.”
(SajjanaTosani 2/6)

Wno CaN Reauze THe ABsorute TrRurH ?
Srila Vrindavan Das Thakura

hena “bhakti' vine bhakta sevilend haya
ataeva bhakta-sevasarva-sastre kaya

The devotional service by which one perfectly
understands the activities of the Supreme Lord
here in this world cannot be attained without
diligently serving His devotees. Therefore all the
scriptures glorify the service of the devotees.

There is no alternative for a living entity to be-
come liberated from the conditioned state other
than to exclusively follow and serve the pure
devotees of the Lord. This is the ultimate word
in all education.

One who wishes to realise this fact should
consider the following verses of Srimcd Bhaga-
vatamverses.
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rahuganaitat lapasa na yati
na cejyaya nirvapandd grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-siryair
vina mahat-pada-rajo-'bhisekam,

“My dear King Rahugana, unless one takes the
opportunity to smear his entire body with the dust
of the lotus feet of great devotees, they cannot
realize the Absolute Truth. Endeavours made
by observing spiritual celibacy (brahmacarya),
strictly following the rules and regulations of
householder life, leaving home as a vanaprastha,
accepting sannydsa, or undergoing severe pen-
ances in the cold of winter or the heat of summer
cannot yield this result. There are many other
processes meant to make one understand the
Absolute, but in truth, He is only revealed to one
who has attained the mercy of a great devotee.”
(Bhag. 5.12.12)

naisdam matis tavad wrukramanghrin
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam padda-rajo-'bhisekar
niskinicanand na vimita yavat

“Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust
of the lotus feet of a thoroughly purified Vaisna-
va, materially minded persons cannot become
attached to the lotus feet of the Lord, whose activ-
ities are always extraordinary. Only by becoming
Krishna conscious and taking shelter at the lotus
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feet of the Lord in this way can one become free
from material contamination.” (Bhdg. 7.5.32)).

— Sri Caitanya Bhagavata; Madhya-khanda; 23.516, SrilaVimddva-
nadasaThakura, Gaudiya-bhdsya Commentaryof His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja.
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