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Srila Navada Muni

The saint Narada Muni said: Although
Prahlada Maharaja was only an inexperienced
boy, when he heard the benedictions oftfered by
Lord Nrsimhadeva he considered them impedi-
ments on the path of devotional service. Thus he
smiled very mildly and spoke as follows.

Prahlada Maharaja said: My dear Lord, O
Supreme Personality of Godhead, due to my
being born in an atheistic family I am natural-
ly attached to material enjoyment. Therefore,
kindly do not tempt me with these illusion
boons. I am truly apprehensive of all material
conditions and situations, and hence I desire to
be liberated from materialistic life. It is for this
reason that I have taken shelter of Your lotus
feet. O my worshipable Lord, because the seed
of sense gratificatory desires, which is the root
cause of material existence, remains in the core
of everyone’s heart, You have sent me to this
material world to exhibit the symptoms of a pure
devotee. Otherwise, O my Lord, O supreme

instructor of the entire world, You are so kind
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nityarh bhagavata-sevaya

to Your devotee that You would never induce
him to do something contrary to his welfare. On
the other hand, one who desires some material
benefit in exchange for devotional service can-
not be considered Your pure devotee. Indeed,
he is no better than a merchant who wants profit
in exchange for service. A servant who desires
material profits from his master is certainly nota
qualified servant nor is he a pure devotee. Simi-
larly, a master who bestows benedictions upon
his servant because of a desire to maintaina pres-
tigious position as benevolent master is also not
pure atheart. O my Lord, Tam Yourunmotivated
servant, and You are my eternal master. There
is no thought of our being anything other than
masterand servant. You are naturally my master,
and T am naturally Your servant. We have no
other relationship. O my Lord, best of the givers
of benedictions, if You at all want to bestow a
desirable benediction upon me, then I pray to
Your Lordship that from the core of my heart
there will never be any material desires. O my
Lord, because of sense gratificatory desires from
the very beginning of one’s life, the functions of
one’s senses, one’s mind, life, body, religion, pa-
tience, intelligence, shyness, opulence, strength,
memory and truthfulness are all depleted. O my
Lord, whena personis able to give up all the ma-
terial desires in his mind, he becomes eligible to
possess wealth and opulence like Yours. O my
Lord, full of six kinds of opulence, O Supreme
Person! O Supreme Soul, killer of all miseries! O
Supreme Person in the form of a wonderful lion
and man, let me offer my respectful obeisance
unto You.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead
said: My dear Prahlada, a devotee like of your
calibre never desires any kind of material opu-
lence, either in this life or the next. Nonetheless,
Torderyou to enjoy the opulence of the demons
in this material world, acting as their king until
the end of the duration of time occupied by
Manu. It does not matter that you remain in the
material world. You should always and continu-
ously, hear the instructions and messages given
by Me and always be absorbed in thought of
Me, for T am the Supersoul existing in the core
of everyone’s heart. Therefore, give up all frui-
tive activities and simply worship Me. My dear

Prahlada, while you are in this material world
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you will exhaust all the reactions of pious activity
by experiencing happiness, and by acting piously
you will neutralize impious activity. Because of
the powerful time factor, you will give up your
body, but the glories of youractivities will be sung
in the upper planetary systems. At last, due to be-
ing fully free from all material bondage, you will
return home, back to Godhead. One whoalways
remembers your activities and also My activities
with yourself, and who chants the prayers you
have offered, in due course of time, becomes free,
from the reactions of material activities.

Prahlada Maharaja said: O Supreme Lord,
because You are so merciful to the fallen souls,
I ask You for only one benediction. I know that
my father, at the time of his death, had already
been purified by Your glance upon him, but be-
cause of his ignorance of Your beautiful power
and supremacy, he was unnecessarily angry at
You, falsely thinking that You were the killer of
his brother. Thus he directly blasphemed Your
Lordship, the spiritual master of all living beings,
and committed terribly sinful activities directed
against me, Your devotee. I wish that he be ex-
cused for these sinful activities.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said:
My dear Prahlada, O most pure, O great saintly
person, your father has been purified, along with
twenty-one forefathers in your family. Because
you were born in this family, the entire dynasty
has been purified. Whenever and wherever
there are peaceful, equipoised devotees who
are well-behaved and decorated with all good
qualities, that place and the dynasties there, even
if otherwise condemned, become completely
purified. My dear Prahlada, King of the Daityas,
because of being attached to devotional service
to Me, My devotee does not distinguish between
lowerand higher living entities. In all respects, he
is never jealous of anyone. Those who follow
your example will naturally become My pure
devotees. You are the best example of My dev-
otee, and others should follow in your footsteps.
My dear child, your father has already been pu-
rified just by the touch of My body at the time of
his death. Nonetheless, the duty of a sonis to per-
form the Sraddha ritualistic ceremony after his
father’s death so that his father may be promoted
to a planetary system where he may become a
good citizen and devotee. After performing the
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ritualistic ceremonies, take charge of your father’s
kingdom. Sit upon the throne and do not be dis-
turbed by materialistic activities. Please keep your
mind fixed upon Me. Without transgressing the
injunctions of the Vedas, as a matter of formality
you may perform your particular duties.

Sri Narada Muni continued: Thus, as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead ordered, Prahlada
Maharaja performed the ritualistic ceremonies
for his father. O King Yudhisthira, he was then
enthroned in the kingdom of Hiranyakashipu, as
directed by the brahmana. Lord Brahma, sur-
rounded by the other demigods, was bright-faced
because the Lord was pleased. Thus he offered
prayers to the Lord with transcendental words.

Lord Brahma said: O Supreme Lord of all
lords, proprietor of the entire universe, O bene-
factor of all living entities, O original person
ladi-purusal, because of our good fortune You
have now Kkilled this sinful demon, who was
troubling to the entire universe. This demon,
Hiranyakashipu, received from me the bene-
diction that he would not be killed by any living
being within my creation. With this assurance
and with strength derived from austerities and

mystic power, he became excessively proud
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and transgressed all the Vedic injunctions. By
great fortune, Hiranyakashipu’s son Prahlada
Maharaja has now been released from death,
for although he is a child, he is an exalted devo-
tee. Now he is completely under the protection
of Your lotus feet. My dear Lord, O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, You are the Supreme
Soul. If one meditates upon Your transcendental
body, You naturally protect him from all sources
of fear, even the imminent danger of death.

The Personality of Godhead replied: My dear
Lord Brahma, O great lord born from the lotus
flower, just as it is dangerous to feed milk to a
snake, so it is dangerous to give benedictions
to demons, who are by nature ferocious and
jealous. Twarn you notto give such benedictions
to any demon again.

Narada Muni continued: O King Yudhisthira,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
notvisible to an ordinary human being, spoke in
this way, instructing Lord Brahma. Then, being
worshiped by Brahma, the Lord disappeared
from that place. Prahlada Maharaja then wor-
shiped and offered prayers to all the demigods,
such as Brahma, Shiva and the prajapatis, who
are all parts of the Lord. Thereafter, along with
Shukracarya and other great saints, Lord Brah-
ma, whose seat is on the lotus flower, made
Prahlada the king of all the demons and giants
in the universe. O King Yudhisthira, after all
the demigods, headed by Lord Brahma, were
properly worshiped by Prahlada Maharaja, they
offered Prahlada their utmost benedictions and
then returned to their respective abodes.

Thus the two associates of Lord Visnu who
had become Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakashipu,
the sons of Diti, were both killed. By illusion
they had thought that the Supreme Lord, who
is situated in everyone’s heart, was their enemy.
Being cursed by the brahmana, the same two
associates took birth again as Kumbhakarna and
the ten-headed Ravana. These two Rdksascs
were killed by Lord Ramacandra’s extraordinary
power. Pierced by the arrows of Lord Ramacan-
dra, both Kumbhakarna and Ravana lay on the
ground and left their bodies, fully absorbed in
thought of the Lord, just as they had in their pre-
vious births as Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakashipu.
They both took birth again in human society as

Shishupala and Dantavakra and continued to
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feel the same enmity toward the Lord. It is they
who merged into the body of the Lord in your
presence. Not only Shishupala and Dantavakra
but also many, many other kings who acted as
enemies of Krishna attained salvation at the time
of death. Because they thought of the Lord, they
received spiritual bodies and forms the same as
His, just as worms captured by a black drone
obtain the same type of body as the drone.
By devotional service, pure devotees who in-
cessantly think of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead receive bodies similar to His. This is
knownas saripya-mukti. Although Shishupala,
Dantavakra and other kings thought of Krishnas
an enemy, they also achieved the same result.

I have now explained everything you asked
me about how Shishupala and others attained
salvation although they were inimical to the
Supreme Lord.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhdagavata Purdna) » Canto 7 The Science
of God » Chapter ten» Verse 1-44.

How SHAlL WE Pray FOr BENEDICTIONS ?
His Divine Grace
A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu taught us how
to pray for benedictions from the Lord. He said:

na dhanam na yaso na kulam na tapo
na janam na Subhar na sutam na sukham
carane Saranam lava gaurahare!
mama janmani janmani dehi varam
[Cc. Antya 20.29, Siksastaka 4)

"O my Lord, I do not want from You any
amount of wealth, nor many followers, nor a
beautiful wife, for these are all materialistic de-
sires. But if I have to ask You for any benedic-
tion, I pray that in whatever forms of life I may
take my birth, under any circumstances, I will
not be bereft of Your transcendental devotional
service." Devotees are always on the positive
platform, in contrast to the Mayavadis, who want
to make everything impersonal or void. One
cannot remain void (szi72ya); rather, one must
possess something. Therefore, the devotee,
takes a proactive position and wants to possess
something desirable or beneficial. This mentality
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is very nicely illustrated by Prahlada Maharaja,
who says, "If T must take some benediction from
You O Lord, then I pray that in even the core of
my heart there may be no material desires." The
desire to serve the Supreme Personality of God-
head is never material. It is the highest spiritual
truth.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purdna) » Canto 7- The Science of
God » Chapter ten » Verse 8, purport.

How Suourp WE CarL Our
To THe SuPREME LORD?
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura

Sri Gaurasundara taught us that in orderto chant
the Lord’s holy names, we must become lower
than the straw in the street. Unless we consider
ourselves insignificant, we cannot call upon an-
other for help. Only when we consider ourselves
helpless will we pray foranother’s help. Insucha
state of mind we think that without another’s help
we will be unable to do anything. We realize that
it is impossible to do alone that which is meant
to be done by five people.
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Sri Gaurasundara has instructed us to chant the
Lord’s names. We receive this instruction through
our spiritual master. To chant the Lord’s names
means to ask for His help. But while chanting,
it we consider Him our servant or expect Him
to do our work, then the proper mood is absent
and there is no question of our fixing ourselves
in the conception, “I am lower than the straw in
the street.”

An external display of humility is not genuine
humility but rather itis cheating. Our call will not
reach the Lord if we call Him as a master calls his
servants. The transcendent Lord is supremely in-
dependent and never subject to anyone’s control.
Unless we transform our false ego and become
sincerely humble, our prayers will not reach that
supreme, independent Lord.

One more point: We have to remember that
while humbly chanting the Lord’s name, if we
do notbecome tolerant, our chanting will remain
imperfect. If we display our intolerance by being
greedy for particular objects, then we are oppos-
ing the principle of humility. If we have complete
faith that the Supreme Lord is the Absolute Truth
and by chanting His names we will not experi-
ence poverty, we will have no lack of tolerance.
As soon as we become greedy and try to exhibit
our impatience or our own skill, we cannot call
upon the Supreme Lord in a proper manner.

We often think we are doing the Lord a favor
by offering Him prayers— we consider that we
could have engaged in some activity other than
chanting the His names. Such a mentality is an
known as a lack of tolerance. We need someone
to protect us from such a erroneous mentality,
someone who will help us to become lower than
the straw in the street. We certainly need to take
shelter of a person who will deliver us from sin-
ful motives. Srila Narottama Thakura says, “Lord
Krishna never rejects those who worship Him
under the shelter of the spiritual master. Others
( who neglect this paramount principle) simply
live and die uselessly.”

— Amirtavani » Neclar of Instructions of Immoratality » Compiled
instructions of His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura »
Published by Touchstone Media.
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By THE Pravers OF T 'VAISNAVAS
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

kabe Sri-caitanya more koribena doya
kabe ami paibo vaisnava-pada-chayd

When will Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu show His
causeless mercy to me by allowing me to attain
the shelter at the lotus feet of the Vaisnavas?

kabe ami chadibo e visayabhiman
kabe visnu-jane ami koribo samman

When will I be able to give up this false ego
which causes me to be so deeply engrossed in
sense gratification? And when will T be able to
properly honor all the associates of the Lord?

gala-bastra kytanjali vaisnava-nikate
dante tyna kori' davidaibo niskapate

I will stand before the Vaisnavas with folded
hands, a cloth around my neck, and a straw be-
tween my teeth, sincerely awaiting their order.

kandiya kandiya janaibo duhkha-gram
samsara-anala hoite magibo bisrama
Weeping and weeping, I will understand the
real nature of this abode of misery, and I will

beg for relief from the blazing fire of this material
world.

Suniya amar duhkha vaisnava thakur
amal lagi' kysne avedibena pracur

Bhagavata Mahavidyalaya
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Hearing about all of my miserable sufferings,

the Vaisnava Thakuras will submitan appeal unto
Lord Krishna on my behalf.

vaisnaver dvedane krsna doyamoy
e heno pamara prati ha'bena sadoy

By the prayer of the Vaisnavas, the all-merciful
Lord Krishna will then show compassion on a
sinner like me.

vinoder nivedana vaisnava-carane
krpa kori' sange loho ei akiricane

Bhaktivinoda prays unto the lotus feet of the
Vaisnavas, "Please be merciful and bring this
worthless person into your association".

— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s famous Bengali songbook, Kalyana
Kalpataru Translated by Dasharati Suta Das.

May I Nort ForGer You
Srila Viindavan Das Thakura

tumi prabhu, nuwii dasa—iha nahi yatha hena
satya kara prabhu, nd pheliha tathd
saparsade tumi yatha kara avatdara
lathai lathai dasa haiba tomara”

“O Lord, do not put me in a condition in which
You are not my master and Iam not Your servant.
May I remain Your servant wherever You and
Your associates incarnate.”

As Mahaprabhu was about to award Murari a
benediction, Murari said, “I have no desire other
than Your service, birth after birth. May T not
forget You and fall into some other state in any
lifetime. May I be able to serve You in every life-
time. May my intelligence not be diverted from
Your service.” In the Mukunda-mdila stotra (3,
5-0, 24-25) it is stated: “O Lord Mukunda, I bow
down my head to Your Lordship and respectfully
ask You to fulfill this one desire of mine: that in
each of my future births I will, by Your Lordship's
mercy, always remember and never forget Your
lotus feet. O my Lord, I have no attachment for
religiosity, or for accumulating wealth, or for
enjoying sense gratification. Let these come as
they inevitably must, in accordance with my past
deeds. ButIdo pray for this most cherished boon:
birth after birth, let me render unflinching devo-
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tional service unto Your two lotus feet. O Lord,
killer of the demon Naraka, Let me reside either
in the realm of the demigods, in the world of hu-
man beings, or in hell, as You please. I pray only
that at the point of death I may remember Your
two lotus feet, whose beauty defies that of the
lotus growing in the Sarat season. O Madhava,
please do not let me even glance at those whose
pious credits are so depleted that they have no
devotion for Your lotus feet. Please do notlet me
be distracted from listening to the worthy narra-
tions of Your pastimes and become interested in
other topics. Please, O Lord of the universe, let
me pay no attention to those who avoid thinking
of You. And let me never be unable to serve You
in some menial way, birth after birth. O enemy
of Madhu and Kaitabha, O Lord of the universe,
the perfection of my life and the most cherished
mercy You could show me would be for You
to consider me the servant of the servant of the
servantof the servant of the servant of the servant
of Your servant.” In the Srimad Bhagavatam
(7.10.6) it is stated:

aham tv akamas tvad-bhakias
tvar ca svamy anapasrayah
nanyathehavayor artho
raja-sevakayor iva

“O my Lord, I am Your unmotivated servant,
and You are my eternal master. There is no need
of our being anything other than master and
servant. You are naturally my master, and I am
naturally Your servant. We have no other rela-
tionship.” The great devotee Hanuman prayed:

bhava-bandha-cchide tasyai
spriayami na muktaye
bhavan prabhur aham ddsa
iti yatra vilupyate

“I do not wish to take liberation or to merge in
the Brahman effulgence, where the conception
of being a servant of the Lord is completely lost.”
Similarly, in the Narada-paricardtra it is stated:

dharmantha-kama-moksesu
necchd mama kaddcana
tat-pada-parikajasydadho
Jwitam dyyatam mama
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“I do not want any one of the four desirable
stations—religiosity, economic development,
sense gratification and liberation. I simply want to
engage as a servant of the lotus feet of the Lord.”
In the Siksdstaka it is stated:

na dhanan na janar na sundarim
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye
mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi

“O almighty Lord, I have no desire to accumu-
late wealth, nor to enjoy beautiful women. Nor
do I'want any number of followers. What I want
only is the causeless mercy of Your devotional
service in my life, birth after birth.” In the Visru-
Purana it is said:

natha yoni-sahasresu
yesu yesu vrajanty aham
tesu tesv acyuta bhaktir

acyutdastu sadd tvayi

“O my Lord, even if I wander throughout the
universe in thousands of different species of life,
may I always have unflinching devotion to You.”

—Chaitanya Bhagavata » Madhya-khanda » Chapter Ten: Conclusion
of the Lord's Mahda-prakdsa Pastimes » Verses: 024 » Translated byBhu-
mipati Dasa.
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