T b A n N

Sti Parsva Ekadasi

Issue no: 242 | 14th September 2024

THE CREST JEWEL OF THE WORLD

SATRAJIT MURDERED, THE JEWEL RETURNED

THE DARK JEWEL
Srila Sukadeva Gosvami

An Anonymous Poem in Sanskrit
THE INHERITANCE
His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada

THE CREST JEWEL OF THE WORLD
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura




SATRAJIT MURDERED, THE JEWEL RETURNED
Srila Sukadeva Gosvami

Sri Badarayani said: Although Lord Govinda
was fully aware of what had actually occurred,
when He heard reports that the Pandavas and
Queen Kunti had burned to death, He went with
Lord Balarama to the kingdom of the Kurus to
fulfill the family obligations expected of Him.
The two Lords met with Bhishma, Krpa, Vidura,
Gandhari and Drona. Showing sorrow equal to
theirs, They cried out, “Alas, how painful thisis!”

Taking advantage of this opportunity, O King,
Akrura and Krtavarma went to Shatadhanva and
said, “Why not take the Shyamantaka jewel? “Sa-
trajit promised his jewel-like daughter to us but
then gave her to Krishna instead, contemptuously
neglecting us. So why should Satrajit not follow
his brother’s path?” His mind thus influenced by
their advice, wicked Shatadhanva murdered Satra-
jitin his sleep simply out of greed. In this way the
sinful Shatadhanva shortened his own life span.
As the women of Satrajit’s palace screamed and
helplessly wept, Shatadhanva took the jewel and
left, like a butcher after he has killed some animals.
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When Satyabhama saw her dead father, she
was plunged into grief. Lamenting “My father,
my father! Oh, lam killed!” she fell unconscious.
Queen Satyabhama put her father’s corpse in a
large vat of oil and went to Hastinapura, where she
sorrowtully told Lord Krishna, who was already
aware of the situation, about her father’'s murder.
When Lord Krishna and Lord Balarama heard this
news, O King, They exclaimed, “Alas! This is the
greatest tragedy for Us!” Thus imitating the ways
of human society, They lamented, Their eyes
brimming with tears. The Supreme Lord returned
to His capital with His wife and elder brother.
After arriving in Dvaraka, He readied Himself to
kill Shatadhanva and retrieve the jewel from him.

Upon learning that Lord Krishna was preparing
to kill him, Shatadhanva was struck with fear. To
save his life he approached Krtavarma and begged
him for help, but Krtavarma replied as follows.
[Krtavarma said:] I dare not offend the Supreme
Lords, Krishna and Balarama. Indeed, how can
one who troubles Them expect any good for-
tune? Kamsa and all his followers lost both their
wealth and their lives because of enmity toward
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Them, and after battling Them seventeen times
Jarasandha was left without even a chariot. His
appeal refused, Shatadhanva went to Akrura and
begged him for protection. But Akrura similarly
told him, “Who would oppose the two Person-
alities of Godhead if he knew Their strength? “It
is the Supreme Lord who creates, maintains and
destroys this universe simply as His pastime. The
cosmic creators cannot even understand His pur-
pose, bewildered as they are by His illusory Maya.
“As a child of seven, Krishna uprooted an entire
mountain and held it aloft as easily as a young boy
picks up a mushroom. “I offer my obeisances to
that Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krishna,
whose every deed is amazing. He is the Supreme
Soul, the unlimited source and fixed center of all
existence.” His appeal thus rejected by Akruraalso,
Shatadhanva placed the precious jewel in Akrura’s
care and fled on a horse that could travel one hun-
dred yojanas [eight hundred miles].

My dear King, Krishna and Balarama mounted
Krishna’s chariot, which flew the flag of Garuda
and was yoked with tremendously swift horses,
and pursued Their elder’s murderer. In a garden
on the outskirts of Mithila, the horse Shatadhanva
was riding collapsed. Terrified, he abandoned the
horse and began to flee on foot, with Krishna in
angry pursuit. As Shatadhanva fled on foot, the
Supreme Lord, also going on foot, cut off his head
with His sharpedged disc. The Lord then searched
Shatadhanva’s upper and lower garments for the
Shyamantaka jewel. Not finding the jewel, Lord
Krishna went to His elder brother and said, “We
have killed Shatadhanva uselessly. The jewel isn’t
here.” To this Lord Balarama replied, “Indeed,
Shatadhanva must have placed the jewel in the
care of someone. You should return to Our city
and find that person. “I wish to visit King Videha,
who is most dear to Me.” O King, having said this,
Lord Balarama, the beloved descendant of Yadu,
entered the city of Mithila. The King of Mithila
immediately rose from his seat when he saw Lord
Balarama approaching. With great love the King
honored the supremely worshipable Lord by
offering Him elaborate worship, as stipulated by
scriptural injunctions. The almighty Lord Balara-
ma stayed in Mithila for several years, honored by
His affectionate devotee Janaka Maharaja. During
that time Dhrtarashtra’s son Duryodhana learned
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from Balarama the art of fighting with a club.
Lord Keshava arrived in Dvaraka and described
the demise of Shatadhanva and His own failure
to find the Shyamantaka jewel. He spoke in a
way that would please His beloved, Satyabhama.
Lord Krishna then had the various funeral rites
performed for His deceased relative, Satrajit. The
Lord attended the funeral along with well-wishers
of the family.

When Akrura and Krtavarma, who had origi-
nally incited Shatadhanva to commit his crime,
heard that he had been killed, they fled Dvaraka in
terror and took up residence elsewhere. In Akru-
ra’s absence ill omens arose in Dvaraka, and the
citizens began to suffer continually from physical
and mental distresses, as well as from disturbances
caused by higher powers and by creatures of the
earth. Some men proposed [that the troubles were
due to Akrura’s absence], but they had forgotten
the glories of the Supreme Lord, which they them-
selves had so often described. Indeed, how can
calamities occur in a place where the Personality
of Godhead, the residence of all the sages, resides?
[The elders said:] Previously, when Lord Indra
had withheld rain from Kashi [Benares], the king
of that city gave his daughter Gandini to Shvaphal-
ka, who was then visiting him. It soon rained in the
kingdom of Kashi. Wherever his equally powerful
son Akrurastays, Lord Indra will provide sufficient
rain. Indeed, that place will be free of miseries and
untimely deaths.

Hearing these words from the elders, Lord Ja-
nardana, though aware that the absence of Akrura
was not the only cause of the evil omens, had
him summoned back to Dvaraka and spoke to
him. Lord Krishna honored Akrura, greeted him
confidentially and spoke pleasant words with him.
Then the Lord, who was fully aware of Akrura’s
heart by virtue of His being the knower of every-
thing, smiled and addressed him: “O master of
charity, surely the opulent Shyamantaka jewel
was left in your care by Shatadhanva and is still
with you. Indeed, We have known this all along.
“Since Satrajit had no sons, his daughter’s sons
should receive his inheritance. They should pay
for memorial offerings of water and pinda, clear
their grandfather’s outstanding debts and keep
the remainder of the inheritance for themselves.
“Nevertheless, the jewel should remain in your
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care, O trustworthy Akrura, because no one else
can keep it safely. But please show the jewel just
once, since My elder brother does not fully believe
what I have told Him about it. In this way, O
most fortunate one, you will pacify My relatives.
[Everyone knows you have the jewel, for] you are
now continually performing sacrifices on altars
of gold.” Thus shamed by Lord Krishna’s concil-
iatory words, the son of Shvaphalka brought out
the jewel from where he had concealed it in his
clothingand gave it to the Lord. The brilliant gem
shone like the sun. After the almighty Lord had
shown the Shyamantaka jewel to His relatives,
thus dispelling the false accusations against Him,
He returned it to Akrura.

This narration, rich with descriptions of the
prowess of Lord Sri Vishnu, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, removes sinful reactions and
bestows all auspiciousness. Anyone who recites,
hears or remembers it will drive away his own
infamy and sins and attain peace.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 10: The Summum
Bonum » Chapter 56 » Verses 1-42 » Translations by Disciples of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

THE INHERITANCE
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada

Srila Shridhar Svami quotes the following smrti
injunction regarding inheritance:

patni duhitaras caiva pitaro bhrataras tatha / tat-
suta gotra-ja bandhuh sisyah sa-brahmacarinah.

"The inheritance goes first to the wife, then
[if the wife has passed away] to the daughters,
then to the parents, then to the brothers, then
to the brothers' sons, then to family members of
the same gotra as the deceased, and then to his
disciples, including brahmacharis."

Srila Vishvanath Chakravarti adds that since
Satrajit had no sons, since his wives were killed
together with him, and since his daughter
Satyabhama was not interested in the Shy-
amantaka jewel, which constituted the in-
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heritance, it rightfully belonged to her sons.
In Krsna, the Supreme Persondlity of Godhead,
Srila Prabhupada explains, "Lord Krishna in-
dicated by this statement that Satyabhama was
already pregnant and that her son would be the
real claimant of the jewel and would certainly
take it from Akrura [if he tried to conceal it]."

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 10: The Summum
Bonum » Chapter 57 » Verse: 37 »The Supreme Personality of Godhead
» By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

THE DARK JEWEL
An Anonymous Poem in Sanskrit

nava-nirada-nindita-kanti-dharam
rasa-sagara-nagara-bhiipa-varam
subha-vankima-caru-sikhanda-sikham
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose complexion conquers that of a
fresh new raincloud, Who is the best King of
Paramours, the ocean of ecstatic mellows, Whose
crown is adorned with a lovely peacock feather
and is auspiciously tilted to one side; just worship
Krishna, the Dark Jewel, the son of the King of
Vraja.

bhru-visankita-vankima-sakru-dhanum
mukha-candra-vinindita-koti-vidhum
mrdu-manda-suhasya-subhdsya-yutar
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose broadly-bending eyebrows appear
like arched rainbows, Whose pure moonlike
face belittles millions of ordinary moons, Who is
endowed with sweet gentle smiles and pleasant
speech; just worship Krishna, the Dark Jewel, the
son of the King of Vraja.

suvikampad-ananga-sad-anga-dharam
vraja-vasi-manohara-vesa-karam
bhrsa-lanchita-nila-saroja-drsarit

bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose divine bodily limbs tremble profusely
with Cupid's agitations, Who dresses enchanting-
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ly just to fascinate the Vrajavasis, Who is decorated
with extraordinary eyes like blue lotus blossoms;
Just worship Krishna, the Dark Jewel, the son of
the King of Vraja.

alakavali-mandita-bhala-tatam
sruti-dolita-makara-kundalakam
kati-vestita-pita-patarin sudhatarin
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose forehead is surrounded by a fringe of
wavy locks, Whose earlobes are embellished with
swaying shark-shaped earrings, Who is adorned
with yellow silk embracing His charming hips;
Just worship Krishna, the Dark Jewel, the son of
the King of Vraja.

kala-ntipura-rajita-caru-padam
mani-ranjita-ganjita-bhrmga-madam
dhvaja-vajra-jhasankita-pada-yugam
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose beautiful feet resound with softly tin-
kling ankle bells that madden all the bees with their
vibration of swinging gemstones, Whose soles are
marked with the flag, thunderbolt, fish, and more;
just worship Krishna, the Dark Jewel, the son of
the King of Vraja.

bhrsa-candana-carcita-caru-tanum
mani-kaustubha-garhita-bhanu-tanum

vraja-bala-siromani-riipa-dhrtam
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose graceful form is smeared with pro-
fuse sandalwood paste, Whose body glows with
the Kaustubha gem, eclipsing the sun, Whose
personal beauty represents the topmost zenith of
Vraja-youths; Just worship Krishna, the Dark Jewel,
the son of the King of Vraja.

sura-vimda-suvandya-mukunda-harim
sura-ndtha-siromani-sarva-gurum
giridhari-murari-purari-param
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Who is Mukunda and Hari, worshipable for
all the demigods and sages, Who is the guru of all
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created beings, the crest jewel of all Lords, Who
is known as Giridhari and Murari, more exalted
even than Lord Shiva; Just worship Krishna, the
Dark Jewel, the son of the King of Vraja.

vrsabhanu-suta-vara-keli param

rasa-raja-siromani-vesa-dharam
jagadisvaram-isvaram-idya-varari
bhaja krsna-nidhir vraja-raja-sutam

He Who is most fond of sporting with the
Daughter of Vrishabhanu, Who dresses impec-
cably as the Crown Prince of Mellow-Relishers,
Who is the most praiseworthy Lord of Lords in
the entire universe; Just worship Krishna, the Dark
Jewel, the son of the King of Vraja.

THE CREST JEWEL OF THE WORLD
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura

We have taken upon ourselves the responsibility
of welcoming this grave charge. All the audience
have accepted ordinary seats, I alone have been
provided with a lofty seat. All are being told in
effect-"Do have a look at a big animal from the
Zoo-gardens. Whatarrogance! So foolish! So wick-
ed! Have you ever seen such a big brute? Garlands
of flowers have been put round his neck! What
laudations! What bombastic long-drawn, and hy-
perbolic adjectives! And how complacently too he
is listening to the praise of his own achievements,
how intently, and with his own ears! He also evi-
dently feels delighted in mind! Is he not acting in
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plain violation of the teaching of Mahaprabhu?
Can such a big brute, so selfish and insolent, be
ever reclaimed from brutishness?"

[ happen to be one of the greatest of fools. No
one offers me good advice on account of my
arrogance. In as much as nobody condescends
to instruct me I placed my case before Mahapra-
bhu Himself. The thought occurred to me that
I would make over the charge of myself to Him
and see what He would advise me to do. Then Sri
Chaitanyadeva said to me: "Whom-so-ever thou
meet'st, in struct him regarding Krishna, by My
command being Guru deliver this land; in this
thou wilt not be obstructed by the current of the
world; thou wilt have My company once again
at this place."

In these versesis to be found the proper explana-
tion of the apparent inconsistency noticed above.
He whose only teaching is humility greater than
that of a blade of grass, said—"By My command
being guru save this land!" In this instance Ma-
haprabhu Himself has given the command. His
command being "Perform the duty of the guru,
evenasldoitMyself. Also convey this command
to whom-so-ever you chance to meet."

Chaitanyadeva says, "Tell them these very
words, viz. By My command being Guru save this
land. Deliver the people from their foolishness."
Now who-so-ever happens to hear these words
would naturally protest with palms joined—"But
lamreally a great sinner; how can I be guru? You
are Godhead Himself, the Teacher of the world.
You can be guru."

To this Mahaprabhu replies: "In this thou will
not be obstructed by the current of the world;
thou wilt have my company once again at this
place."

"Do not practice the craft of a guru for the pur-
pose of injuring others through malice. Do not
adopt the trade of a guru in order to get immersed
in the slough of this world. But if you can, indeed,
be My guileless servant you will be endowed with
My power-then you need not fear."

T have no fear. My gurudeva has heard this from
his gurudeva. And it is for this reason that my
gurudeva has accepted even such a great sinner as
myself and has told me: "By My command being
guru save this land." It is only those who have
never heard these words of Gaursundara who say
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"How odd! To listen to one's own praise!" While
the guruis instructing his disciple in the Eleventh
Skandha of the Bhagavatam what a great sin, in
their opinion, is he not perpetuating!

Whatis the dcarya to do when he has to explain
the sloka, dcarya mam vijaniyat: Never disregard
the dcarya; never entertain the idea that the dcarya
is your equal in any sense." These are the words
of Sri Krishna Himself by which the jiva is to
be benefitted. Is the guru to take himself off, to
desert his seat-the seat of the dcarya-from which
these words are to be explained? That office his
gurudeva has conferred on him. If he does notact
up to its requirements he is doomed to perdition
by reason of his offense against the holy Name
in the shape of disrespect towards the guru. He
has to do it in spite of the fact that such proce-
dure is apparently open to the charge of egoism.
When the guru imparts the mantram to the dis-
ciple should he not tell him by this mantram to
worship the guru? Should he say instead, "Give
the guru a few strokes of the shoe or the horse-
whip?" The guru is never to be decried. The guru
is the abode of all the gods. Should the gurudeva
abstain from communicating these words to his
disciple while reading the Bhagavatam to him? "To
him alone who possesses guileless spiritual devo-
tion, similar to the transcendental devotion that is
due to Krishna Himself, to the gurudeva, the holy
mysteries are manifested." Is the gurudeva not to
tell these things to his disciples? Athau gurupuja:
the worship of the guru has precedence over all
others." The guru is to be served just as Krishna is
served. The guru is to be worshiped in a particular
way. Is the guru to desert his seat without telling
all these things to the disciple? In the angle there
is always the defect in the shape of absence of
the fullness, the evenness of level, of 180 degrees
or of 360 degrees. But in the plain surface, in
360 degrees, there is no such defect. That in the
emancipated state no defect is possible, this simple
truth ordinary foolish people entirely fail to grasp.
As the saying goes, "Having started on the dance
it is no use to draw close the veil." I am doing
the duty of the guru, but if I preach that no one
should shout "Jai" to me, that is to say, if I say in
a round about way, "Sing Jai to me," it would be
nothing short of duplicity. Our gurudeva has not
taught us such insincerity. Mahaprabhu has not
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taught such insincerity. I have to serve God in
the straightforward way. The word of God has
come down to the gurudeva; I have to obey it
in all sincerity. I will not disrespect the guru at
the instance of any foolish or malicious sectar-
ians. Especially as Sri Gurudeva has directed
me saying, "By My command being guru save
this land."

This command has my gurudeva preached.
My gurudeva in his turn has conveyed the
command to me. I will not be guilty of any
insincerity in carrying out that command. In
this matter I will not accept the ideal of igno-
rant, insincere, pseudo-ascetic sectarianism. I
will not learn insincerity. The worldly-mind-
ed, the malicious, the pseudo-renunciation-
ists, the selfish cannot understand how the
devotees of God, spurning at everything of
this world by command of God, never, not
even for a second, deviate from the service
of God through all the twenty-four hours.
Hypocritical sectarians, pseudo-Vaisnava sects,
those sects that cherish internally the longing
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for earthly fame, naturally enough think "What a
shame it is for one to listen to the eulogies of dis-
ciples occupying the seat of the guru." But every
Vaisnava regards everyone of the Vaishnavas as the
object of his veneration.

When Thakur Haridas exhibits the attitude of
humility, Mahaprabhu says, "You are the great-
est of the world, the crest-jewel of the world.
Be agreeable, let us have our meal together." He
carried in His arms the body of Thakur Haridas
which is eternally existent, self-conscious and
full of spiritual bliss. In the community that
follows Sri Rupa, the qualities of desiring no
honor for oneself and of readiness to duly honor
others are fully present. Those who detect any
disparity are, like the owl, blind while the sun
shines. They commit an offense by such conduct.
It I disobey the law which has come down to me
through the chain of preceptorial succession, the
offense due to omission to carry out the command
of the guru will sever me from the lotus-feet of Sri
Gurudeva. If in order to carry out the command
of the Vaisnava guru I have to be arrogant, to be
brutish, to suffer eternal perdition, I am prepared
to welcome such eternal damnation and even sign
apact to that effect. Twill not listen to the words of
other malicious persons in lieu of the command
of the gurudeva. I will dissipate with indomitable
courage and conviction the currents of thought
of all the rest of the world, relying on the strength
derived from the lotus feet of Sri Gurudeva. I con-
fess to this arrogance. By sprinkling a particle of
the pollen of the lotus-feet of my Preceptor crores
of people like you will be saved. There is no such
learning in this world, no such sound reasoning in
all the fourteen worlds, in no man-gods, that can
weigh more than a solitary particle of the dust of
the lotus-feet of my gurudeva. Gurudeva in whom
[ have implicit trust can never spite me. I am by no
means prepared to listen to the words of any one
who wants to hurt me or to accept such amalicious
person as my perceptor.

— Lecture by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura » Collected by
Dasharatha-suta das.
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