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TuHe DELIVERANCE OF KING NRGA
Srila Shukadeva Gosvami

Sri Badarayani said: O King, one day Samba,
Pradyumna, Caru, Bhanu, Gadaand other young
boys of the Yadu dynasty went to a small forest to
play. After playing for a long time, they became
thirsty. As they searched for water, they looked
inside a dry well and saw a peculiar creature. The
boys were astonished to behold this creature, a
lizard who looked like a hill. They felt sorry for it
and tried to lift it out of the well. They caught on
to the trapped lizard with leather thongs and then
with woven ropes, but still they could not lift it
out. So they went to Lord Krishna and ex-citedly
told Him about the creature. The lo-tus-eyed
Supreme Lord, maintainer of the uni-verse, went
to the well and saw the lizard. Then with His left
hand He easily lifted it out.

Touched by the hand of the glorious Supreme
Lord, the being at once gave upits lizard form and
assumed that of a resident of heaven. His com-
plexion was beautifully colored like mol-ten gold,
and he was adorned with wonderful ornaments,
clothes and garlands. Lord Krishna understood
the situation, but to inform people in general
He inquired as follows: “Who are you, O greatly
fortunate one? Seeing your excellent form, I think
you must surely be an exalted demigod. “By what
past activity were you brought to this condition?
It seems you did not deserve such a fate, O good
soul. We are eager to know about you, so please
in-form us about yourselfif, that is, you think this
the proper time and place to tell us.”

Shukadeva Gosvami said: Thus questioned by
Krishna, whose forms are unlimited, the King,
his helmet as dazzling as the sun, bowed down
to Lord Madhava and replied as follows.

[King Nrga said:] I am a king known as Nrga,
the son of Tkshvaku. Perhaps, Lord, You have
heard of me when lists of charitable men were
recited. What could possibly be un-known to
You, O master? With vision undis-turbed by
time, You witness the minds of all living beings.
Nevertheless, on Your order I will speak. I gave in
charity as many cows as there are grains of sand on
the earth, stars in the heavens, or drops in a rain

shower. Young, brown, milk-laden cows, who
were well-behaved, beautiful and endowed with
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good qualities, who were all acquired honestly,
and who had gilded horns, silver-plated hooves
and decorations of fine ornamental cloths and
garlandssuch were the cows, along with their
calves, that I gave in charity. I first hon-ored the
brahmanas who were recipients of my charity
by decorating them with fine orna-ments. Those
most exalted brahmanas, whose families were
in need, were young and pos-sessed of excellent
character and qualities. They were dedicated to
truth, famous for their austerity, vastly learned in
the Vedic scriptures and saintly in their behavior.
I gave them cows, land, gold and houses, along
with horses, ele-phants and marriageable girls
with maidser-vants, as well as sesame, silver, fine
beds, clothing, jewels, furniture and chariots.
In ad-dition, I performed Vedic sacrifices and
exe-cuted various pious welfare activities.

Once a cow belonging to a certain first-class
brahmana wandered away and entered my herd.
Unaware of this, I gave that cow in charity to a dif-
ferent brahmana. When the cow’s first owner saw
her being led away, he said, “She is mine!” The
second brahmana, who had ac-cepted her as a gift,
replied, “No, she’smine! Nrga gave her tome.” As
the two brahmanas argued, each trying to fulfill
his own purpose, they came to me. One of them
said, “You gave me this cow,” and the other said,
“But you stole her from me.” Hearing this, I was
bewildered. Finding myselfin a terri-ble dilemma
concerning my duty in the situa-tion, I humbly
entreated both the brahmanas: “I will give one
hundred thousand of the best cows in exchange
for this one. Please give her back to me. Your good
selves should be merci-ful to me, your servant. I
did not know what I was doing. Please save me
from this difficult situation, or I'll surely fall into
a filthy hell.” The present owner of the cow said,
“I don’t want anything in exchange for this cow,
O King,” and went away. The other brahmana
declared, “I don’t want even ten thousand more
cows [than you are offering],” and he too went
away. O Lord of lords, O master of the uni-verse,
the agents of Yamaraja, taking advantage of the
opportunity thus created, later carried me to his
abode. There Yamaraja himself ques-tioned me.

[Yamaraja said:] My dear King, do you wish to
experience the results of your sins first, or those
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of your piety? Indeed, I see no end to the dutiful
charity you have per-formed, or to your conse-
quent enjoyment in the radiant heavenly planets.
I replied, “First, my lord, let me suffer my sinful
reactions,” and Yamaraja said, “Then fall!” Atonce
[ fell, and while falling I saw myself becoming a
lizard, O master. O Keshava, as Your servant I
was devoted to the brahmanas and generous to
them, and I always hankered for Your audi-ence.
Therefore, even till now I have never for-gotten
[my past life]. O almighty one, how is it that my
eyes see You here before me? You are the Supreme
Soul, whom the greatest mas-ters of mystic yoga
can meditate upon within their pure hearts only
by employing the spir-itual eye of the Vedas. Then
how, O transcen-dental Lord, are You directly vis-
ible to me, since my intelligence has been blinded
by the severe tribulations of material life? Only
one who has finished his material entanglement in
this world should be able to see You. O Devadeva,
Jagannatha, Govinda, Purushottama, Narayana,
Hrishikesha, Punyashloka, Acyuta, Avyaya! O
Krishna, please permit me to depart for the world
of the demigods. Wherever 1 live, O master, may
my mind always take shelter of Your feet. I offer my
repeated obei-sances unto You, Krishna, the son of
Vasudeva. You are the source of all beings, the Su-
preme Absolute Truth, the possessor of unlimited
po-tencies, the master of all spiritual disciplines.

Having spoken thus, Maharaja Nrga circum-am-
bulated Lord Krishna and touched his crown to
the Lord’s feet. Granted permission to de-part, King
Nrga then boarded a wonderful ce-lestial airplane
as all the people present looked on.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Krishna, the son of Devaki who is especially
de-voted to the brahmanas and who embodies
the essence of religion, then spoke to His personal
associates and thus instructed the royal class in
general.

[Lord Krishna said:] How indigest-ible is the
property of a brahmana, even when enjoyed just
slightly and by one more potent than fire! What
then to speak of kings who try to enjoy it, presum-
ing themselves lords. I do not consider halahala to
be real poison, be-cause it has an antidote. But a
brahmana’s prop-erty, when stolen, can truly be
called poison, for it has no antidote in this world.
Poison kills only the person who ingests it, and
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an or-dinary fire may be extinguished with water.
But the fire generated from the kindling wood of a
brahmana’s property burns the thief’s entire family
down to the root. If a person enjoys a brahmana’s
property without receiving due permission, that
property destroys three gener-ations of his family.
But if he takes it by force or gets the government
or other outsiders to help him usurp it, then ten
generations of his ancestors and ten generations
of his descend-ants are all destroyed. Members of
the royal order, blinded by royal opulence, fail to
foresee their own downfall. Childishly hanker-ing
to enjoy a brahmana’s property, they are ac-tually
hankering to go to hell. For as many years as there
are particles of dust touched by the tears of gen-
erous brahmanas who have de-pendent families
and whose property is stolen, uncontrolled kings
who usurp a brahmana’s property are cooked,
along with their royal families, in the hell known
as Kumbhipaka. (Whether it be his own gift or
someone else’s, a person who steals a brahmana’s
prop-erty will take birth asa worm in feces for sixty
thousand years. I do not desire brahmanas wealth.
Those who lust after it become short-lived and are
defeated. They lose their king-doms and become
snakes, who trouble others. My dear followers,
never treat a learned brahmana harshly, even if
he has sinned. Even if he attacks you physically
or repeatedly curses you, always continue to offer
him obeisances. Just us I always carefully bow
down to brahmanas, so all of you should likewise
bow down to them. I will punish anyone who acts
otherwise. When a brahmana’s property is stolen,
even unknowingly, it certainly causes the person
who takes it to fall down, just as the brahmana’s
cow did to Nrga. Having thus instructed the res-
idents of Dvaraka, Lord Mukunda, purifier of all
the worlds, entered His palace.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 10: The Summum
Bonum » Chapter 64 » Verses 1-44 »The Supreme Personality of Godhead
» By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada

DEVOTION AND GENEROSITY
Disciples of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada

Since King Nrga openly declared that he had two

outstanding qualities—namely devotion to the
brahmanas, and generosity—it is clear that he pos-
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sessed these qualities only partially, since someone
who is truly pure would not boast about them. It
isalso clear that King Nrga considered such piety
to be a separate goal, desirable for its own sake.
Thus he did not fully appreciate pure devotional
service to Lord Krishna. Krishna had not been the
only goal of Nrga's life, as He was for Ambarisha
Mabharaja, even in the stage of regulative practice.
Nor do we find that King Nrga overcame obstacles
like those Ambarisha did when Durvasa Muni
became angry at him. Still, we can conclude that
since Nrga was able to see the Lord for some rea-
son or another, he must have had the good qual-
ity of sincerely desiring the Lord's association."
Srila Prabhupada confirms the above analysis in
Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead:
"On the whole, [Nrga] had not developed Krishna
consciousness. The Krishna conscious person
develops love of God, Krishna, not love for pious
or impious activities; therefore he is not subjected
to the results of such action. As stated in the Brah-
ma-sarihitd, a devotee, by the grace of the Lord, is
notsubjected to the reactions of fruitive activities."
Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti offers the following
commentary: "When Nrga mentioned 'one who
hankered to have Your audience, he was referring
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to an incident concerning a certain great devotee
King Nrga had once met. This devotee was very
eager to acquire a temple for a most beautiful
Deity of the Supreme Lord, and he also wanted
copies of such scriptures as the Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Being very generous, Nrga
arranged for these things, and the devotee was so
satisfied that he blessed the king: 'My dear King,
may you have the audience of the Supreme Lord."
From that time on, Nrga desired to see the Lord."

— Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Purana) » Canto 10: The Summum
Bonum » Chapter 64 » Verse: 26 »The Supreme Persondlity of Godhead
» Puport the disciples of By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Pra-

bhupada

SriLA Rura Goswamr's DESIRE
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Sri Rupa heard the name Mahaprabhu, the
son of Shachi and the moonlike personality of
Navadvipa, and from that day, Sri Rupa felt pain
in his heart because of his intense desire to see
Mahaprabhu. On his way to Sri Vrindavan, Sri
Chaitanyadeva, who is fully acquainted with the
heart of His devotees, and who is the Supersoul of
everyone, came to the village Ramakeli and gave
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darshana to Sri Rupa. After seeing Mahaprabhu,
Sri Rupa considered his life successful and became
merged in the ocean of transcendental bliss. The
illusory energy of the Lord can never bind the eter-
nally liberated devotees of Krishna. Within a few
days of their meeting, Sri Rupa gave up the desire
for material happiness, and being fully detached, he
went to the holy place Prayaga and fell at the lotus
feet of Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu empowered
Sri Rupa by bestowing mercy on him, and after
instructing him on the subject of transcendental
mellows, Mahaprabhu sent him to Sri Vrindavan
to discover the lost holy places. Taking the instruc-
tions of Mahaprabhu as his life and soul, Sri Rupa
went to Vraja. In Vraja, after meeting with all the
devotees, he discovered the lost holy places and
inaugurated the deity worship of the Lord.

Thereafter, with a desire to benefit the living
entities of this Age of Kali, who are bewildered
by their sinful activities and the threefold material
miseries, he composed many books based on the
teachings of Sriman Mahaprabhu. Some of his
books are Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Laghu-bhaga-
vatamrta, Hamsadiita, Uddhava-sandesa, Krsna-jan-
mac-tithi-vidhi, Laghu and Brhat Ganoddesa-dipika,
Stavamala, Vidagdha-madhava, Lalita-madhava,
Dana-keli-kaumudi, Ujjvala-nilamani, Prayuk-
takhya Candrika, Mathura-mahatmya, Padyavall,
and Nataka-candrika.

Sri Gaurangadeva, the deliverer of the fallen
souls, preached humility through Rupa and Sa-
natana, detachment through Svarupa Damoda-
ra, tolerance through Haridasa Thakura, and
self-control through Ramananda Raya. According
to the statements of some devotees, Mahapra-
bhu preached about His pastimes through Sri
Rupa, devotional service through Sri Sanatana,
the glories of holy names through Haridasa
Thakura, and love of God through Raya Ra-
mananda. We have no argument in this regard.
However, the sad part is that many mundane
sahajiyas, such as nedas, baulas, karttabhajas, and
rasika-sekharas, unlawfully claim that those great
souls are acharyas of their respective line, and
therefore many civilized persons do not have faith
in the most sanctified philosophy of Vaishnavism
preached by Mahaprabhu.

— Sajjana-tosani 2/8 » Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
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Way Dors ONE Fair Down?
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura

As soon as we become proud, we find our-
selves unable to follow the spiritual master’s
orders. As a result, we are bound to fall down.
Before a living entity falls down, however, he
develops a feeling called faithlessness. If we keep
our faith at the lotus feet of the spiritual mas-
ter and Vaishnavas intact, then our perfection
is guaranteed; otherwise, we will be doomed
and our desire for matter will simply increase.
To challenge the Supreme Lord is a symptom of
sinful mentality, pride, and the desire for material
enjoyment. “The Lord is always seeing me”: this
is the proper way to understand things. Therefore,
oneshould see the Lord through one’s ears. In order
to attain the Lord’s mercy and to please Him, one
should approach Him with humility and eagerness.
To lose faith in material enjoyment and dry re-
nunciation means to develop faith in the Supreme
Lord. If we are faithful to the living entities in this
world, itisa symptom that we want material enjoy-
ment. “Let me enjoy this world to my heart’s con-
tent”: we develop this mentality because we lack
spiritual initiation or transcendental knowledge.
If we cannot consider who we are and what is our
relationship with the Lord, then how is it possible
tosurrender or develop faith? Unless one develops
faith, one can see neither a pure devotee nor the
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Supreme Lord but will simply indulge in envious,
violent, or blasphemous activities.

— Amrta Vani: Nectar of Instructions of Immoratality »
His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada
Compiled by Shripada Bhakti Mayukha Bhagavat Maharaja » Adapted and
Published by Ishvara dasa » Translated from Bengali by Bhumipati dasa

Is PriDE A BiG PrROBLEM?
Srila Bhakti Tirtha Swami

Yes, pride is a huge problem, because pride is
associated with ahankara or the false ego. Pride
causes us to become insensitive and causes us
to only see or hear what we want to see or hear.
It causes us to see everything as an extension
of ourselves and our own desires. It causes us
to lose empathy and sympathy, and it is part of
the original desire that brings us to the material
world—enviousness of Krishna. We want to be
Krishna. It is associated with a lack of gratitude
and egocentricity. For this reason, humility is
such a universal antidote. So many good things
happen when we have genuine humility. We are
not talking about being foolish or naive, or having
low self-esteem. That is not humility.

Humility is not thinking less of oneself, but
it is thinking of oneself less. Humility is not
low self-esteem. Low self-esteem is not Krish-
na-centered. Feeling incapable and insecure,
and fearing that other people think negatively
of us simply relate to our own image. Humility
is the opposite of such a negative emotion. It
is recognizing that we are in the presence of
something wonderful, and we have tremen-
dous appreciation. We feel that we have been
causelessly and mercifully placed in a fortunate
position; therefore, we are humbled as we try to
become worthy of what is being offered to us.
Low self-esteem causes us to focus on what we
do not have. Humility helps us appreciate what
is possible by Krishna’s grace. Through honesty,
we recognize the exalted nature of Krishna con-
sciousness and feel humbled by the mercy we
are afforded. Humility does not include insensi-
tivity, self-pity, a defeatist mentality, or cynicism.
Through humility, we are able to realize what is
available for us in the present and endeavor to
become worthy of the blessings that we have re-
ceived. We are to be humble, but not foolish, na-
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ive, or impersonal. I will give you the instruction
that Prabhupada gave to me about humility. He
said, “You have to be selfless, humble, and brave.”

Humility gives us an awareness of the possibili-
tiesand an eagerness to achieve them. Selflessness
prevents our own gratifications and pleasures
from distracting us from the path of devotional
service. Bravery develops when we understand
that Krishna’s mercy is available. We must be de-
termined to get that mercy and bravely live a life of
righteousness and integrity even if, all around us,
no one follows such standards. It takes courage to
stay focused in spite of the many allurements and
challenges. The combination of humility, selfless-
ness, and bravery is a little unusual materially, but
spiritually, humility and bravery go together, and
selflessness is like the sister of humility.

— Reflections on Sacred Teachings 6, Radha-Sunya: Missing Mercy » Bhakti
Tirtha Swami



