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Overlook Others’
Minor Offenses
His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
You should understand that Krishna consciousness
is a purificatory process. One may not be purified immediately, but since he is on the right path for purification, one should not criticize him for some faults that
he may still have. Just because you have made some
mistakes does that mean that you should give up your
whole career in Krishna consciousness? What will that
accomplish? Simply more rebirth and death. The fact
that you have left our movement just on account of
some minor disagreements shows that you are not
actually serious about going back to home, back to
Godhead. I suggest that you become serious about
spiritual life and try to overlook the minor offenses of
others. You should keep yourself in the association of
devotees, chant at least 16 rounds, read my books, and
follow all of the rules and regulations very strictly. ·

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord
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Sri Krishna
Chaitanya,
who is more
magnanimous than
any other avatära, even Krishna himself, because he
is bestowing freely what no one else has ever given —
pure love of Krishna. [Cc. madhya 19.53]

Srila Rupa Goswami offered this praëäma-mantra to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He addressed Mahaprabhu as the most munificent incarnation who
gives kåñëa-prema. Nobody else gives prema. Even
Krishna himself doesn’t give it. So unless one comes
into the fold of Mahaprabhu, he cannot get prema.
Lord Rama is known as maryädä-puruñottama, he who very strictly follows Vedic
etiquette. The devotees of Lord Rama strictly

— Letter. 14 March 1975

Mahaprabhu’s Supreme Gift
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami
Mahaprabhu gave prema. No one else gave prema.
namo mahä-vadänyäya kåñëa-prema-pradäya te
kåñëäya kåñëa-caitanya-nämne gaura-tviñe namaù
next column 

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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Krishna is svayaà bhagavän while Lord Rama is
only a plenary portion. Krishna is full of eternity,
knowledge, and bliss:
éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù sac-cid-änanda-vigrahaù
anädir ädir govindaù sarva-käraëa-käraëam
Krishna who is known as Govinda is the Supreme
Godhead. He has an eternal blissful spiritual body.
He is the origin of all. He has no other origin and he
is the prime cause of all causes. [Brahma-saàhitä 5.1]

Krishna is sac-cid-änanda: san-maya, eternal
existence, cin-maya, eternal knowledge, and
änanda-maya, eternal bliss. He is filled completely with all mellows — prema-rasa-maya. He
is rasa-pradätä — the giver of all mellows. He is
the source of all mellows. He is Krishna. Mahaprabhu told him:
sakala-sadguëa-vånda-ratna-ratnäkara
vidagdha, catura, dhéra, rasika-çekhara
Adwaita Acharya worships Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

observe Vedic etiquette, so how can they get
prema unless they come to the fold of Sriman
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu? When Sriman Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu came and was distributing prema
indiscriminately, Brahma came, Shivaji came,
and Narada came. All came and saw, “Now is the
opportunity. Otherwise we cannot get it.”

Murari Gupta and Hanuman
Hanumanji was a great devotee of Lord Rama
and a great sädhu also. When Mahaprabhu came,
Hanuman came as Murari Gupta. He was a great
devotee of Lord Rama as well as being a very dear
devotee of Lord Chaitanya. Once Mahaprabhu told
Murari Gupta to become a devotee of Lord Krishna:
parama madhura, gupta, vrajendra-kumära
svayaà bhagavän kåñëa — sarväàçé, sarväçraya
viçuddha-nirmala-prema, sarva-rasamaya
The supreme sweetness, my dear Gupta, is Lord
Sri Krishna, the son of Nanda Maharaja. He is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the origin of all
incarnations, and the shelter of everyone. He is pure
transcendental love itself and the reservoir of all loving relationships. [Cc. madhya 15.138-139]

Mahaprabhu said, “Oh Gupta, become a devotee of
Lord Krishna. Why are you a devotee of Lord Rama?


Krishna is the reservoir of all transcendental qualities.
He is like a mine of gems. He is expert at everything,
very intelligent and sober, and he is the summit of
all humors.
madhura-caritra kåñëera madhura-viläsa
cäturya-vaidagdhya kare yäìra lélä-rasa
His character is very sweet and his pastimes are
melodious. He is expert in intelligence, and thus
he enjoys all his pastimes and mellows.
sei kåñëa bhaja tumi, hao kåñëäçraya
kåñëa vinä anya-upäsanä mane nähi laya
Worship Krishna and take shelter of him. But for his service,
nothing appeals to the mind. [Cc. madhya 15. 140-142].

Mahaprabhu said, the pastimes of Krishna are
so nectarean, so sweet. He is the ocean of all transcendental qualities. He has 64 qualities. Nobody
else has all these 64 qualities. He is very intelligent,
sober, and wise. He is rasika-çekhara, the enjoyer of
all mellows. Sei kåñëa bhaja tumi, hao kåñëäçraya,
you should become a devotee of Krishna and do
kåñëa-bhajana, take shelter of Krishna. Krishna vinä
anya-upäsanä mane nähi laya — the worship of
Krishna is the only worship, the only bhajana.

Fixed in Service
After hearing Mahaprabhu, Murari Gupta
thought for some time what to do. There was
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some hesitation in his mind, but he also had
strong faith in Mahaprabhu. He then said, “Ämi
tomära kiìkara tomära äjïä käré ämi nähi
svatantara — I am your servant, O Lord. Whatever you say, I must do.” [Cc. madhya 15. 144]
Then Murari Gupta returned to his residence.
That night he thought very deeply. “How can I
give up räma-upäsanä, the worship of Rama?”
Murari Gupta is a very great, dear devotee of Lord
Rama. He could not sleep the whole night. He
cried and cried and thought, “I must finish my
life because I cannot follow the order of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He has asked me to become a
devotee of Lord Krishna and do kåñëa-bhajana,
but I cannot give up Lord Rama.” He thought [Cc.
madhya 15.146-7]:
kemane chäòiba raghunäthera caraëa
äji rätrye prabhu mora karäha maraëa
“How can I give up räma-bhajana and do kåñëabhajana? It is better to die.” He prayed to the Lord,
“O Lord, please bring death to me. During this night
let me die, let me die.”
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obey your order. Please shower your mercy on me
and let me die before you.” [Cc. madhya 15.149-151]
Hearing this, Mahaprabhu was very pleased
and praised him:
sädhu sädhu, gupta, tomära sudåòha bhajana
ämära vacaneha tomära nä öalila mana
“All glories to you, Murari Gupta! Your method of
worship is very firmly fixed — so much so that even
upon my request your mind did not turn.
ei-mata sevakera préti cähi prabhu-päya
prabhu chäòäileha, pada chäòäna nä yäya
“The servitor must have love and affection for the
lotus feet of the Lord exactly like this. Even if the
Lord wants separation, a devotee cannot abandon
the shelter of his lotus feet.” [Cc.madhya 15.153-154]
sei bhakta dhanya, ye nä chäòe prabhura caraëa
sei prabhu dhanya, ye nä chäòe nija-jana
”Glorious is that devotee who does not give up
the shelter of his Lord, and glorious is that Lord
who does not abandon his servant.

ei mata sarva-rätri karena krandana
mane soyästi nähi, rätri kaila jägaraë

The whole night he cried and cried. He had no
sleep. When it was morning he got up. Every day
he was doing räma-bhajana. Now he was thinking of Mahaprabhu and how he had told him
to do kåñëa-bhajana. But he couldn’t do it, and
he was confused about what he should do. He
could not give up Rama and do kåñëa-bhajana.
He thought, “It is better to die.” Then he went to
Mahaprabhu and said:
raghunäthera päya muïi veciyächoì mäthä
käòhite nä päri mäthä, mane päi vyathä
çré-raghunätha-caraëa chäòäna nä yäya
tava äjïä-bhaìga haya, ki karoì upäya
täte more ei kåpä kara, dayämaya
tomära äge måtyu ha-uka, yäuka saàçaya

“I have already dedicated myself at the lotus feet
of Raghunath, Lord Rama. I cannot get out of it. It
is quite impossible on my part. At the same time
I am unable to follow your words. You have told
me to do kåñëa-bhajana, but I cannot do so. I have
committed an offense at your feet because I cannot


Mahaprabhu said, "The worship of Krishna
is the only worship, the only bhajana.”
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sei muräri-gupta ei—mora präëa sama
iìhära dainya çuni’ mora phäöaye jévana

durdaive sevaka yadi yäya anya sthäne
sei öhäkura dhanya täre cule dhari’ äne
”If by chance a servant falls down and goes somewhere else, glorious is that master who captures him
and brings him back by the hair. [Cc. antya 4.46-47]

Mahaprabhu’s Test
Mahaprabhu said, “Sädhu, sädhu! Your
bhajana is very strong. All glory to you! Even
though I told you to stop, still you are not deviated from your bhajana. You are räma-niñöha,
fixed in Lord Rama.”
One should develop such préti, such love towards
his master. Even though the master wants him to
get out, still he does not get out. That devotee is a
first class devotee who never leaves the lotus feet
of his master. And that master is a real master who
never leaves his servants. If the servant goes to
some other person, to some other place, then what
is the duty of the master? He should catch hold of
his hair and drag him back. Mahaprabhu was testing
the upäsanä-niñöha, how fixed Murari Gupta was
in his worship. Murari Gupta came out successful
in the test. Mahaprabhu said,

“Murari Gupta, you are säkñät hanumän, you are directly Hanuman. You are räma-kiìkara, the eternal
servant of Rama. Why should you give up his lotus
feet?” Mahaprabhu said, “This Murari Gupta is my
life and soul. When I hear of his humility it perturbs
my very life.” [Cc. madhya 15.156-157]

Then Mahaprabhu showed Murari his ñaòbhüja, six-handed form. How he is Lord Rama,
and Lord Krishna, and now a sannyäsé. In
many places, while Mahaprabhu was travelling
in southern India, he converted many rämabhaktas into kåñëa-bhaktas.
Hanuman teaches däsya-bhakti. Däsya
means servitorship. When Lord Rama ended his
pastimes during tretä-yuga here and returned
to his abode in the spiritual kingdom, he took
everybody from Ayodhya with him except
Hanuman. He left Hanuman here. Hanuman is
a great devotee of Lord Rama. Why did Rama
leave behind such a dear devotee? He left Hanuman to teach däsya-bhakti. Hanuman is only
devoted to his Lord Rama. Hanuman once said:
çrénäthe jänaké-näthe cäbhedaù paramätmani
öathäpi mama sarvasvaà rämaù kamala-locanaù

säkñät hanumän tumi çré-räma-kiìkara
tumi kene chäòibe täìra caraëa-kamala
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“Although Lord Narayan, the husband of Lakshmidevi, and Lord Ramachandra, the husband
of Sitadevi, are both the supersoul and are nondifferent, still the lotus-eyed Lord Rama is my all
in all.” [Prema-bhakti-candrikä 2.17]

Hanuman once opened his heart and showed
how only Sita and Rama were there, no one
else. This is the example of unalloyed devotion, ananya-bhakti. Hanuman’s devotion is
one-pointed, not multi-pointed. Murari Gupta
showed this example. Murari Gupta is Hanuman. Mahaprabhu was testing him and he came
out successful in that test. ·
(To be concluded in the next issue.)
— Darshan. Mayapur. February 1991.

