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By His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Purport to Sri Caitanya-caritamrta adi-lila 13.61
radhadese janmila thakura nityananda
gangadasa pandita, gupta murari, mukunda

In Radhadesh, the part of Bengal where the Ganges
is not visible, Nityananda Prabhu, Gangadas Pandit,
Murari Gupta and Mukunda took birth.

PURPORT: Here radhadese refers to the village of
the name Ekachakra in the district of Birbhum, next
to Burdwan. After the Burdwan railway station there
is another branch line, which is called the Loop Line of
the Eastern Railway, and there is a railway station of
the name Mallarapur. Eight miles east of this railway
station Ekachakra Village is still situated. Ekachakra
Village extends north and south for an area of about
eight miles. Other villages, namely Virachandrapur

and Virabhadrapur, are situated within the area of In the Bengali year 1331, a thunderbolt struck the
the village of Ekachakra. In honor of the holy name temple of Ekachakra-gram. Therefore the temple is
of Virabhadra Goswami, these places are renowned now in a broken state. Before this, there were no such
as Virachandrapur and Virabhadrapur. accidents in that quarter. Within the temple there is

Cover: Nityananda Prabhu Delivers Jagai. Painting by Taralakshi Dasi.
Above: Mrdanga Player by Prabha Sharma.
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Deity of Banka Ray at Ekachakra
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Temple of Banka Ray in Ekachakra

a deity of Sri Krishna established by Sri Nityananda
Prabhu. The name of the deity is Banka Ray. On the
right side of Banka Ray is a deity of Jahnava and
on his left side is Srimati Radharani. The priests of
the temple describe that Lord Nityananda Prabhu
entered within the body of Banka Ray and that the
deity of Jahnava-mata was therefore later placed on
the right side of Banka Ray. Afterwards, many other
deities were installed within the temple. On another
throne are deities of Manomohan, Vrindavan-
chandra and Gaura-Nitai. But Banka Ray is the deity
originally installed by Nityananda Prabhu.

On the eastern side of the temple is a ghata known
as Kadamba-khandi on the bank of the Yamuna, and
it is said that the deity of Banka Ray was floating in
the water and Lord Nityananda Prabhu picked him
up and then installed him in the temple. Thereafter
in a place known as Bhaddapur in the village of
Virachandrapur, about half a mile west, in a place
underneath a neem tree, Srimati Radharani was
found. For this reason, the Radharani of Banka Ray
was known as bhaddapurera thakurani, the mistress

of Bhaddapur. On another throne, on the right side
of Banka Ray, is a deity of Yogamaya.

Now the temple and temple corridor rest on a high
plinth, and on a concrete structure in front of the temple
is a meeting hall. It is also said that on the northernsside
of the temple there was a deity of Lord Shiva named
Bhandiswar and that the father of Nityananda Prabhu,
Hadai Pandit, used to worship that deity. At present,
however, the Bhandiswar deity is missing, and in his
place Jagannath Swami deity has been installed. Lord
Nityananda Prabhu did not factually construct any
temples. The temple was constructed at the time of
Virabhadra Prabhu. In the Bengali year 1298, the temple
being in a dilapidated condition, a brahmacari of the
name Shivananda Swami repaired it.

In this temple there is an arrangement to offer
foodstuffs to the deity on the basis of seventeen
seers of rice and necessary vegetables. The present
priestly order of the temple belongs to the family
Gopi-janavallabhananda, one of the branches of
Nityananda Prabhu. There is a land settlement in
the name of the temple, and income from this land
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Pandava Tala is about 400 meters southeast of Nityananda Prabhu’s birthplace.
It's said that the Pandavas stayed here when they were in exile in the forest.

finances the expenditures for the temple. There are
three parties of priestly Goswamis who take charge
of the temple management, one after another. A few
steps onward from the temple is a place known as
Visramatala where it is said that Nityananda Prabhu
in his childhood used to enjoy sporting in various
pastimes of Vrindavan and the pastime of rasa-lila
with his boyfriends.

Near the temple is a place named Amalitala, which
is so named because of a big tamarind tree there.
According to a party named the nedadi-sampradaya,
Virabhadra Prabhu, with the assistance of twelve
hundred Nedas, dug a great lake of the name
Sweta-ganga. Outside of the temple are tombs of
the Goswamis, and there is a small river known as
the Maudeswar, which is called the water of the
Yamuna. Within half a mile from this small river is the
birthplace of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. It appears that
there was a big meeting hall in front of the temple,
but later it became dilapidated, and it is now covered

by banyan trees. Later on, a temple was constructed
within which Gaura-Nityananda deities are existing.
The temple was constructed by the late Prasanna
Kumara Karapharma. A tablet was installed in his
memory in the Bengali year 1323 in the month of
Vaisakha (April-May). The place where Nityananda
Prabhu appeared is called Garbhavas. There is an
allotment of about forty-three bighas of land to
continue the worship in a temple there. The Maharaja
of Dinajapur donated twenty bighds of land in this
connection. It is said that near the place known as
Garbhavas, Hadai Pandit conducted a primary school.
The priests of this place, listed in a genealogical
table, were as follows: (1) Sri Raghavachandra, (2)
Jagadananda Das, (3) Krishna Das, (5) Ramadas,
(6) Vrajamohan Das, (7) Kanai Das, (8) Gaura Das,
(9) shivananda Das and (10) Haridas. Krishna Das
belonged to the Chidiya-kunj at Vrindavan. The date
of his disappearance is Krishna Janmastami. Chidiya-
kunj is a place now managed by the Goswamis of

Photo by Gouranga UK
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Sri Nityananda Prabhu
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According to the local tradition in Ekachakra, this old pippala tree, now known as Mala-Tala, was present
during the time of Lord Nityananda. Some say that the tree has this name because Hadai Pandit, the father of
Nityananda, used to chant japa on his mala there. Another version has it that when Nityananda Prabhu was
about to leave home, his father became very disturbed and dropped his japa beads here.

Sringara Ghat in Vrindavan. They are also known as
belonging to the Nityananda family, most probably
on the basis of their relationship with Krishna Das.
Near Garbhavas is a place called Bakullatala where
Sri Nityananda Prabhu and his boyfriends used to
take part in sporting activities known as jhala-jhapeta.
There is abakula tree there that is wonderful because
all its branches and sub-branches look like the hoods
of serpents. It has been suggested that by the desire of
SriNityananda Prabhu, Anantadev manifested himself
in that way. The tree is very old. It is said that formerly
ithad two branches, but later on, when the playmates
of Nityananda Prabhu felt inconvenience in jumping
from one branch to another, Nityananda Prabhu, by
his mercy, merged the two branches into one.
Another place nearby is named Hantugada. It is said
that Lord Nityananda Prabhu brought all the holy
places there. Therefore the people in the surrounding
villages go there instead of to the Ganges to take bath.
It is named Hantugada because Srila Nityananda
Prabhu used to perform the dadhi-cida festival of
distributing chipped rice with yogurt prasada there,

and he took the prasada kneeling down. A sanctified
lake in this place is always full of water throughout
the year. A great fair is held there during Gosthastami,
and there is another big fair on the birthday of Sri
Nityananda Prabhu. In the Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika it
is described that Halayudha, Baladeva, Viswarup and
Sankarshan appeared as Nityananda Avadhuta. fiin

— Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. English
translation and commentary by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Los Angeles. 1975.

THE MEANING OF
AvADHUTA

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada

Nityananda Prabhu is often addressed as “avadhiita”.
In the following purport, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta explains
the meaning of the word.

Sri Vallabhacharya defines an avadhita as “a
person who is completely devoid of bodily urges
and who appears like inert matter”. According to
the Siddhanta-pradipa, an avadhiita is “one who is

Unknown photographer
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The place known as Naripota, or Amara Pith, in Ekachakra. It is said
that the parents of Nityananda Prabhu buried his umbilical cord here.

fully detached from the pride of identifying with
his belly and genitals”. The Sabda-sara states, “A
yogi who follows the principles of strict celibacy,
who is aloof from the principles of varna, and who
is always engaged in contemplating the Supersoul is
called an avadhiita.” The syllable “a” means aksara, or

“inexhaustible”; the syllable “va” means varenya, or

=77

“respectable”; the syllable “dhid” means, “free from

material bondage”; and the syllable “ta” refers to a
knower of the famous Vedic statement tat tvam asi
— “You are that.” Therefore, he who possesses these
qualities is an avadhiita. i

— Purport to Caitanya-bhagavata madhya 8.10. English translation by
Bhumipati Das. Edited and published by Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das.
Vrajaraj Press. Vrindavan. 2001.

NiTAI AND ﬁ? &@j
Banka Ray  Sohah
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Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Another lila associated with the boyhood of
Nityananda Prabhu is the pastime of his younger
brother Banka Ray. Banka Ray was taking care of
the cultivation of the land. One day, Hadai Pandit,
the boys’ father, had engaged many laborers in
clearing all the weeds from a big patch of land. It
was midday and still the laborers had not finished



Sri Krirhna Kathamrita Bindn

Trene Five Hundred Sixty Seven, ?%e — 8

Left to right: Deities of Jahnava Devi, Banka Ray, and Srimati Radharani in Ekachakra

the work. Banka Ray said to them, “It is noon and
you must be hungry. All of you go to your homes,
take your meal, and come back in the afternoon.”
After they left, Banka Ray uprooted all the weeds
and cleared the whole plot of land by himself.
He was collecting the weeds and putting them
in a big mound when the laborers returned.
When they saw that this small boy had done so
much work by himself, they went to his father
and said, “Pandit, your son Banka Ray has alone
uprooted all the weeds of that huge plot of land.
Now he’s putting them in a big pile. Hadai Pandit
and many villagers came to see. When Banka
Ray saw everyone coming, he hid himself behind
the mound of weeds and disappeared. Everyone
looked, but they couldn’t find him. When mother
Padmavati heard that her son had vanished, she
came running, crying. Upon hearing that Banka
Ray was gone, all the villagers, as well as Hadai
Pandit and mother Padmavati, were crying.

Then they heard Banka Ray’s voice from the sky,
“You will not see me again in the same form. On the
coming Ekadasi day you'll find me floating in the river
Yamuna in the form of a wooden deity. [There is a
small river in Ekachakra named Yamuna.] On that
Ekadasi day, people went there and at the proper time
they saw a deity floating on the river. Nityananda
Prabhu himself picked him up and installed him. That
deity is known as Bankadev or Banka Ray, and is still
there today in the village of Ekachakra. It is said that
when Nityananda Prabhu disappeared, he entered
into this deity. In that village they have a very big

festival on Nityananda Prabhu’s appearance day. /"

— Excerpted from the article, “The Amazing Childhood Pastimes
of Lord Nityananda”, published in Sri Krishna Kathamrita magazine,
issue number 3. Gopal Jiu Publications. Bhubaneswar, Orissa.
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Sri Nityananda Prabhu
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The Medieval Gaudiya Poet Balaram Das
virale nitai pana, hate dhari vasaiya,
madhura katha kana dhire dhire
jivere sadaya haiya, harinama laoydo
giyayatra nitai surudhuni tire
Once, upon meeting Nitai in a lonely place,
Chaitanya held his hand, and, after they were
seated, slowly uttered the following sweet
words to him, “Nitai!l Take this harinama and
travel along the banks of the Surudhuni, the
river of the gods, the Ganga, to manifest your
compassion for the jivas.
ndma-prema vitarite, advaitera hurikarete
avatirna ha-inu dharaya
tarite kalira jiva, karite tadera Siva
tumi mora pradhana sahdya

“In response to Adwaita’s roaring, I appeared
on earth to distribute nama-prema. Know that you
are my pradhana sahaya, my principal assistant,
in this quest to deliver the jivas from Kali and
thereby make them auspicious.

Sr1 KrisuNa KaTHAMRITA BINDU
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nildcala udhariya,
daksina desete yaba ami
srigauda-mandala bhara,  laiyd kara nama pracara
tvard nitai yao tathd tumi

govindere sange la-iya

“After delivering Nilachal, I will venture south
in Govinda’s company. Go quickly, O Nitai, as the
responsibility of nama-pracara, the distribution of the
holy name in Sri Gauda Mandala, is yours.

mo haite na habe yahd, tumi ta paribe taha,
premadatd parama dayala

balarama kahe pahufi, donhadra samana duhu,

tdra more ami ta kangala

“Because you are the premadata, the giver of prema,
and parama dayala, the most merciful, you can surely
accomplish that which I cannot achieve.” Balaram
Das declares, “You two, Nitai and Gaura, are one and
the same. O lord! Please deliver me, who is wretched

and possesses nothing in this world.” G

— Balaram Dasera Padavali. Song 44. Edited by Manu Jana. Published
by University of Calcutta. 1988. Translated by Jagannath Mishra Das
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MEDITATING ON NITAI

Nityananda-dhyana
Gaura-govindarcana-smarana-paddhati (50)
of Dhyanacandra Goswami
kafijarendra-vinindi-sundara-gatim $ri-padam indivara

Sreni-Syama-sad-ambarar tanu-ruca sandhyendu-
sarhmardakam
premodghtirna-sukarija-kharijana-mada-jin-netra-
hasyananar
nityanandam aharh smarami satatarn bhufiojjvalanga-
Sriyam
I meditate on Nityananda, always beautiful with
decorated limbs, endowed with a smiling face whose
lotus eyes roll in prema and surpass intoxicated
kharijana birds, who defeats the evening moon with
his effulgence, whose pure cloth is the color of a group
of blue lotuses, and whose feet move beautifully,
surpassing the gait of the king of elephants.

— Dhyanachandra Goswami. Sri Gaura-Govindarcana-Smarana-
Paddhati. English translation by Bhanu Swami. ISKCON Chennai. 2018.
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