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His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Krishna is within you. He is sitting within your
heart as a friend, not as an enemy. Krishna is always
your friend — suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam (Bg. 5.29). You
are searching out friends to talk with, to joke with, to
love. Krishna s sitting there for that purpose. If you love
Krishna, if you make friendship with Krishna, then your
life will be successful. You haven’t got to search out any

other friend. The friend is already there. Either you are a

boy or a girl, you will find a nice friend within yourself. QU ALIFICATION FOR

That is yoga system, when you realize this friend. This B A
friend is so nice that as soon as you become a little EADING ABOUT

inclined to hear about him, srnvatam sva-kathah — RASA-LILA

about Krishna, not any other nonsense talks, simply

about Krishna — then Krishna will be so pleased.

— From a lecture in New Vrindavan. 7 June 1969.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Devotee: It seems like a contradiction. On the one
hand, Srila Prabhupada is saying in his purport that the
materialists should not read about Krishna’s pastimes
with the gopis. Then on the other hand Prabhupada also
says that if one has sex desire then by reading about
the rasa-lila pastimes they will become free from lust.

Gour Govinda Swami: Lust is the disease of the heart.

The Bhagavatam states, kamarn hrd-rogam asv apahinoti —
by hearing radha-krsna-prema-lila from the right source,
Cover Painting: Radharani and the gopis greet Krishna who has come in the disguise of a
renunciate sadhu. By an unknown artist. Mandi in Himachal Pradesh. Pahari school. 1845.

Unknown potographer



Painting by an unkown artist. Kangra style. Circa 1825.
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The gopis unite Radha and Krishna

from the lips of a vaisnava who is on the platform of love
and who is always feeling the gopis' bhava of separation
from Krishna, it will act as a medicine. [Bhdag. 10.33.39.]

Devotee: So Srila Prabhupada’s statement in the
purport is referring to someone who is not hearing
from a vaisnava but is only reading?

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Then one will get
the reverse effect. He will imitate and become a
debauchee, and then there will be social scandals.

Devotee: So the key is that one should hear
from the lips.

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, hear from lips. If you
only read, you cannot understand. Hear from the
right source. And if you are on that level then you
can understand. Then you can relish this subject.
Otherwise, you cannot understand such topics
because they are not material.

Devotee: What if the guru tells you to read
these subjects?

Gour Govinda Swami: Why will the guru say
that? The guru knows what level the disciple is on.
He will debar you, “Don’t read.” No. You cannot
understand. If you read, only the reverse effect
will come and you will imitate. You will think, “Oh,
Krishna is doing like this, or the gopis are doing like
this. Let me also do that.” There is no question of
imitation. That won’t help you. When you become
elevated to that level then spontaneity will come.
It comes by the association of sadhus. By the
sadhus’ mercy you may be elevated to that level.
Otherwise, there is no other means. The mercy of
such sadhus, vaisnavas, is required.”

— Mathura Meets Vrindavan, p. 237. Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 17
December 1993. Gopal Jiu Publications. Bhubaneswar. 2003.
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Painting by an unknown artist. Guler school. 18th century.



Unknown artist. From the Chamba region of Himachal Pradesh. 1750.
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Srimati Radharani is the utkanthita nayika — the heroine who anxiously waits for her lover

DRress oF THE YOGINI
PART FIVE

From Sri Radha-madhavodaya
by Raghunandan Goswami

For more about Raghunandan Goswami, see Bindu issue
604. The story continues from Bindu issue 609 where it was
described that Lalita and Vishakha dressed Krishna as a
yogini — lady ascetic.

[The poet adopts tripadi meter for verses 179 to 183.]

kiba se yogini vesa yahe buddhi paravesa
vijfiero karite nd paraya

apara ki kava yara karichena vesa tanra
paichena dekhiya vismaya

What to speak of others, even the intellectual
prowess (or the penetrating insight) of the sagacious
was rendered incapable of comprehending (or
discerning the conceit) of the yogini-vesa which
they now fashioned for him, and which was
astonishing to behold! (179)

cacara cikura ghata benaye karila jata,
kiba $obha ha-ila tahdara

gomayera bhasma ani cikana kariya chani
makhaild gaye bara bara
How pretty his curly locks of hair looked once
they had been wrought into dreadlocks. Next, they
brought the ash of cow-dung, and again and again
they rubbed and smeared it over his glossy skin. (180)
ani bharjataru chali kari tare phali phalt
paraila kariyd jatana
Sankera kundala kane dila ara sthane sthane
Sankha krta nana abharana

Then they took some tree bark, spliced it into
fine tattered strips and carefully draped him in it.
After that they decorated his ears with conch-shell
earrings. They adorned his entire body with various
ornaments crafted from conch shell. (181)

[Note: The bhiirja tree only thrives in the Himalayan
region. Its bark has traditionally been used by yogis
and yoginis to serve the purpose of clothing.]

tumbiphala patra bama kare dila abhirama
daksa kare rudraksera mala
yoga-patra dild gale carmasana kaksathale

e vesa-o vana kaila ala
Next, they put a tumbiphala patra (a pot made from
the hollow shell of a dried gourd) in his left hand, and
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The gopis disguise Krishna as a lady

rudraksabeads in his right hand. Around his neck they
placed a yoga-patra (a coarse piece of hand-woven silk
cloth) and his chest they concealed in a carmasana (an
animal’s hide, usually of tiger or deer skin). Yet even
in this dress, he still made the surrounding forest
bright with his presence. (182)
bhitanatha pasu-pati yogl guru yogi gati,
siva-sambhu visva adhikart
ei nama gai gai calila radhara thani
$riraghunandana balihari
He now ambles toward Radha’s dwelling singing
the following names of Lord Shiva, “bhuta-natha”
(Lord of all creatures), “pasu-pati” (Lord of beasts),

“yogi-guru” (teacher of all yogis), “yogi-gati” (divine
object of the yogi’s contemplation), “Siva-sambhu”,
and “vi$va-adhikari” (Lord of the universe). The poet
Sri Raghunandan exclaims that this is marvellous
beyond all description! (183)
[The poet now reverts back to the meter known

as payara.]

lalita kahena vesa ha-ila jemana

ithe tohe cinite naribe kona jana

ataeva kara tumi agrete gamana
kona chale pravesibe radhara bhavana

pare mora dui jana jaba se basati
ekatra ha-iya gela tarkibe jarati

A vintage painting by an unknown artist.
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Unknown artist. From Devgarh. Circa 1815-1820

Yogis are generally followers of Lord Shiva, who likes snakes. Here, Krishna as a yogini is seen playing with snakes
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Krishna waiting for Radharani's forgiveness

“Your attire is such” says Lalita, “that surely no one
will be able to recognise you now. You should walk
ahead of us, and by adopting some pretence, enter
into Radha’s palace. Shortly after this, we two shall
arrive, and then altogether we can try and reason
with that old woman.” (184-86)

eta Suni tathastu baliya jandrdana
ekaki jatila grhe karila gamana
jatila tahare dekhi pranama kariya
kahiteche tarira teje vismaya paiya
yogini tomara basa haya kona sthane
ki nama tomara kena aile ekhane

After hearing their words, Janardana (Krishna) said,
“Let it bel” Meanwhile, Jatila was sitting alone in the
palace. Upon seeing the yogini approach, she paid
her respects, and in utter astonishment at her (his)
effulgence, began to question Krishna as follows, “O
yogini! Where do you live? What is your name? Why
have you come here?” (187-89)

$ri krsna kahena mora nama mahamati
kamyaka-kanane haya amara basati

mora guru karechena more ajfiapana
karibare manusyera hita dcarana

ataeva bhramana karibe saba dese
yara me asubha dache kache kahi savisese

“My name is Mahamati” said Krishna, “and I reside
in the Kamyaka forest bowers. My guru ordered
me to perform acts of kindness for the welfare of
all mankind. Hence, I have taken to roaming here
and there in every country, approaching those
in unfortunate circumstances, and offering them
particular and special advice.” (190-92)

se asubha jani tara kare svastyayana
ei riipe kari ami hita acarana

jatila kahena tabe basa ekabara
mora prati kari kichu karuna vistara

Mahamati said, “If I hear of someone who is suffering
from misfortune, then I put them at ease, making them
content and well again. In this manner, I busy myself
dispensing gracious acts of compassion.” (193-94)

amadra putrera kaha subhasubha phale
dekhite paicha yaha yaha yogabale

Jatila replies, “Then please tell me, through
the prowess of your yoga, whatever beneficent
or malefic consequences you can see that may be
awaiting my son.” (195)

eta kahi se jatila asana arpiya
Srikrsna tahdte basi kahite lagila

bhagyavati chila jata tava putraristhi
taha nastha kariyache tava vadhu drsti

Unknown artist. Pahari style from Northern India. Circa 1700s.
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Unknown artist. Folio from a Balagopala-stuti — "Prayers to the Child Gopal". Gujarat. Circa 1450-1475.
.

Krishna dances with the gopis in Vrindavan

tava vadhu pativrata siromani haya
tara drsti pate kichu arista nd raya

Having thus spoken, Jatila offered (Mahamati) a place
to sit, and, once seated, Sri Krishna began to address
Jatila in these words: “You are fortunate and blessed, as
all the ill-omens pertaining to your son were destroyed
by the mere glance of your daughter-in-law. She, your
daughter-in-law, is the crest jewel of all chaste women,
and wherever her glance may happen to fall, cursed ill-
fate can no longer abide thereabouts.” (196-98.)

eka matra ha-iteche arista saficara
apavada kara yei tumiha tahara

apavada kaile pativratd krudha haya

pativratd krodhe haya asubha udaya

dji krsna dpanara asubha nasite

prabhate asiyachila radhare bandite

taha dekhi tumi tare karile durvada

ei aparadhe tumi paibe visada

Mahamati continued, “The only ill-starred omen

that I see are the false accusations which you heap
upon Radha. You should know that such slander will
only provoke the rage of a chaste wife; and by causing
her displeasure, only ill-luck shall arise. Today, intent
on eradicating his own ill-fortune, Krishna came to

Radha at dawn to pay his homage to her, and yet
you still spoke ill of her. This offense will bring you
nothing but grief. (199-202)

eta suni atisaya Sarikita jatila

punarvdra tanra prati kahite lagila

yogini tumiha hao sarva subhankari

kaha ami ki kariya e sarikete tari

Hearing these words Jatila was much afraid, and
she began to question Mahamati, “Oh yogini! Oh
bringer of all good fortune! Tell me how I may cross
over these calamities?” (203-204)

Srikrsna kahena gopi upaya ihara
tahara prasada vine nd dekhi je ara

Krishna said to Jatila, “O gopi! I can see only one
way, which is entirely dependent on your gracious
consent.” (205)

paritdma ami tdre prasanna karite
kintu karyabase etha pavana rathite
e desa chadiyd yadi anyatra nd yai
dsiba kakhana tabe punah ei thani

Mahamati continued, “Although I would undertake
to pacify her, I am constrained to attend to my
other obligations. I must leave your country and
go elsewhere and can by no means even say when I
might return here again.” (206-207)
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jatila kahena para hita kahikdre
guru diyachena ajfia kahile tomare
etha kichukala thaki mora ei hita
karite avasya haya tomdra uchita
Jatila replied, “But you just declared that you
labour only for the good of others! And that your
guru commanded you to do so! You will of course,
for some time at least, tarry here for my well-being.
This is only proper on your behalf.” (208-209)
$rikrsna kahena yadi kariha agraha
tabe kichu kala rava uttarala naha
kintu ami tara kache rahiba javata
jaite na pabe sethd purusa tavata
“If you are impatient (for me to help you),” said Sri
Krishna, “then as long as I am in her company, you
must remain here, in complete silence for a little time,
and be sure to bar the entrance to all males.” (210-211)
[Note: The word uttarala in text 210 means: “reply,
answer, retort, or rejoinder. uttarala naha — “do
not uttarala”, could also be interpreted as, “Do not
interrupt us with your words, demanding answers,
or expect any sort of a reply while I am with her.”]
guru vine anya purusera saksatkara
yehetu na kari mord vacana udgara
iha yadi para tumi svikara karite
tabe taba badhure yaiba bujhaite
eta Suni je ajfia baliya se jatila
krsna laye radhikara nikate calila

“What to speak of males, you must not grant

entrance to even her respectable elders. I will be able
to comprehend the present state of your daughter-in-
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Krishna playing his notorious flute

law, only if you agree to these terms.” The moment she
heard Mahamati’s words, Jatila consented, and taking
Krishna with her, began to walk towards Radhika’s

chamber.” (212-214) [To be continued in the next issue.] 77

— English translation by Jagannath Mishra Das from Raghunandana
Goswami’s Sri Sri Radhda-madhavodaya. Pages 187 to 188. Published
by Niradachandra Chakravarti. Kolkata. 1312 Sal. (1905 CE) Bengali.

Basholi painting by an unknown artist. Circa 1730 - 1740.
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