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THE INVENTED
PRACTICE OF
CHANTING THE
NAMES oF GAURA
INSTEAD OF
RADHA KRISHNA

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

The Gaudiya Vaisnavas never differentiate between
Radha-Krishna and Lord Chaitanya. They say
that since Lord Chaitanya is the combined form
of Radha-Krishna, he is not different from Radha
and Krishna. But some misled people try to prove
that they are greatly elevated by saying that they
like to chant the holy name of Lord Gaura instead
of the names of Radha and Krishna. Thus, they
purposely differentiate between Lord Chaitanya
and Radha-Krishna. According to them, the system
of nadiyd-nagari, which they have recently invented
in their fertile brains, is the worship of Gaura, Lord
Chaitanya, but they do not like to worship Radha
and Krishna. They put forward the argument that

since Lord Chaitanya himself appeared as Radha and

Krishna combined, there is no necessity of worshiping
Radha and Krishna. Such differentiation by so-
called devotees of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is
considered disruptive by pure devotees. Anyone who
differentiates between Radha-Krishna and Gauranga is
to be considered a plaything in the hands of maya. i

— Purport to Ce. adi 5.232. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Los Angeles. 1975.

Cover Photo: Entrance to Kashi Mishra Bhavan, the Gambhira in Jagannath Puri. Unknown photographer.

Photo by Kenneth Stevens 1971.



Contemporary painting by an unknown artist
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Two OPPOSITES IN
ONE CONTAINER

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Two opposites, union and separation, are there
in one container. It is visamrtera-milana, the union
of poison and nectar. That is Gaura. Are these two
opposites there in the Krishna container? No. They
are there only in the Gaura container. This is the
difference between Gaura and Krishna. Otherwise,

in tattva there is no difference. i

— Embankment of Separation, pocket edition, p. 34. Gopal Jiu
Publications. Bhubaneswar, India 2026.

GAMBHIRAYA SRI GAURANGA 8
Lorp GAURANGA
IN THE GAMBHIRA

Part One: The House of Kashi Mishra
By Sri Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan

Sri Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan (1848-1947) lived to the
ripe age of 109. He was born into the family of Krishnapriya
Devi the second daughter of Srinivas Acharya Prabhu. He
was a great scholar in Sanskrit and Gaudiya Vaishnavism.
He edited the famous Ananda Bazar Patrika magazine for
22 years. Later in life he wrote many books on the pastimes
and philosophy of Krishna and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
including Sriyaya Ramananda, Gambhiraya Sri
Gauranga, Svariipa Damodara, Sri Krsna-madhuri,
Srimad Dasa Gosvami, Nilacale Vraja Madhuri, etc.
In 1902 when Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur began to stay
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Contemporary painting by an unknown artist



Unknown Photographer.
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The deities of Sri Sri Radhakant Radhakant in the Gambhira were captured by Maharaja Purushottamdev, the father of
Maharaja Prataprarudra, who gave them to his guru Kashi Mishra. The deities of Lalita and Gaura Nitai were added later.

in the house in Jagannath Puri near Haridas Thakur’s
samadhi, various vaisnava scholars and savants were
coming to see him. Amongst the well-known persons who
came at that time were Sisir Kumar Ghosh (founder of the
Ananda Bazar Patrika) as well as the famous Atul Krishna
Goswami, and Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan.

Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan was present at the memorial
meeting of the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad on the occasion
of Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode’s appearance day in September
of 1915 where he praised Bhaktivinode and his achievements.
The memories of Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan of Bhaktivinode
were included in the book Sarasvati-jayasri (authorized
recollections about the life of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati
Thakur that were collected before the disappearance of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta by his disciple Sundarananda Vidyavinode).

The residence of Sri Kashi Mishra is where the
Gambhira pastimes manifested. It is worshiped as a

sacred place of pilgrimage by the vaisnavas. First, let

us discuss the character of Sri Kashi Mishra Mahashay
before we know how this house was selected to be
the residence of Sriman Mahaprabhu.

Kashi Mishra is an unalloyed devotee of the Lord.
Goswami Kavi Karnapur has depicted his character
distinctly in a few words in his Sanskrit composition
titled Sri Caitanya-carita-mahakdavya. When Sriman
Mahaprabhu returned to Nilachal after traveling to
South India, all the devotees assembled along with Kashi
Mishra went to see Mahaprabhu. Kashi Mishra had heard
about Mahaprabhu’s four- and six-handed divine forms.
He was eager to have a glimpse of the four-handed form
of Mahaprabhu. The desire tree, i.e. Mahaprabhu, who
fulfills all the wishes of his devotees, manifested his six-
handed divine form before the eyes of Kashi Mishra. It is
stated in Caitanya-carita-mahakavya (13.63):

samdgatam tam parikarnya kasi-
misram ksatagah-patali-tamisrah
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Painting by Kartick Biswas. Part of the “Bengali School” of the early 20th century.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu running to the Jagannath Mandir in Puri

vilokya natva mumude prakamam measure his great glory? [Note: Grha-laksmi typically
abhipsitarn bahu-catustayadhyam means the goddess of prosperity of a house. Grha-

Hearing that Mahaprabhu had arrived, Kashi Mishra laksm is an expansion of Mahalakshmi.]

— whose darkness composed of accumulated sin had gaurdacandra-carana-dvitayasya-

been destroyed — saw him, endowed with four arms, ajfidpanam sakalam atanute yah

just as he had desired. Having offered obeisance, he ipsitarn parikalayya sa kasi-

became greatly joyful. misra esa kathaya kim u vedyah

Then it is written (in the next verses of Caitanya- How can Kashi Mishra be described by words — he

carita-mahakavya): who, discerning Gaurachandra’s very intention,

executed every order of his lotus feet?
tat-krpabhir abhicumbita esa

érimad-aiighri-kamalasya rajobhih yo mahotsava-vidhau vividhani

rafijitah pulaka-kantakitangah prayaso nija-matant visesat

sandra-saukhya-vivasah sa rardja nirmitani vidadhe prabhu-cittarn

parikalayya kim ayarn jana-vedyah
Touched by the Lord’s mercy and the dust from his

lotus feet, with hairs standing on end, overwhelmed How could such a person be understood by ordinary

by intense bliss, Kashi Mishra shone people — he who, discerning the Lord’s intention,

arranged innumerable special details for the great

yoyadiya-krpaya sumahatya festival according to his own inspired judgement?
nila-saila-tilakalaya-laksmim
sve vase prakurute sma gariydris Kashi Mishra is a prominent devotee. The author
tasya kena mahimaparimeyah of Caitanya-bhagavata (antya 5.213) says:
By Gauranga’s great mercy, Kashi Mishra brought the kasi-misra parama-vihvala krsna-rase

grha-laksmi of Jagannath under his control. Who can apane rahild prabhu yanhara avase



Unknown Photographer.
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Inside of the Gambhira

Kashi Mishra was greatly overwhelmed in the mel-
lows of love for Krishna. The Lord personally stayed
in his house.

Moreover, he was the right hand of King
Prataparudra. He was given the responsible post
of the main priest of Lord Jagannath and was the
supervisor of everything in the temple. In Jagannath’s
service, Kashi Mishra Mahashaya’s post was like that
of a present-day manager.

In the drama Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka, Sri
Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya introduces Kashi Mishra
to Mahaprabhu, saying:

esa kasimisra-nama. esa sarvadhikari pradvivako
bhagavatah

“This person is named Kashi Mishra. He is the super-
intendent of the temple.” [Note: Pradvivako means,
“the supervisor”.]

The king used to consult with him for every service
of Jagannath.

The house of Kashi Mishra was decided to be the
residence of Sriman Mahaprabhu. It is stated in
Caitanya-caritamrta (madhya 10.31-32):

darsana kari’ mahaprabhu calila bahire
bhattacarya anila tanre kasi-misra-ghare

After seeing Lord Jagannath, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
left the temple. The Bhattacharya then took him to the
house of Kashi Mishra.

kasi-misra asi’ padila prabhura carane

grha-sahita atma tanre kaila nivedane
When Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu arrived at his house,
Kashi Mishra immediately fell at his lotus feet and

surrendered himself and all his possessions.

From that day on, Kashi Mishra’s house became
the residence of Sri Mahaprabhu. Caitanya-caritamrta
(madhya 10.33-37) further describes:

prabhu catur-bhuja-mirti tanre dekhaila

atmasat kari’ tare alingana kaila
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In Puri, sometimes Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu saw the ocean as the Yamuna




Unknown Photographer. Published in an old Bengali edition of Caitanya-caritamrta.
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A rare photo taken in the 1930s of Mahaprabhu's personal items in the Gambhira. On the left are the original
shoes made by Mahaprabhu's puirva-asrama wife Vishnupriya. In the center is a waterpot made by the hands of
Jagadananda Pandit of mud from Vraja. On the right is a box with some cloth that Sachimata sent to Mahaprabhu.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu then showed Kashi Mishra Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said, “My body belongs to

his four-armed form. Then, accepting him for his ser- all of you. Therefore, I agree to whatever you say.”
vice, the Lord embraced him.

tabe mahdprabhu tahdr vasild dsane Mahaprabhu accepted the house of Kashi Mishra

caudike vasild nityanandadi bhakta-gane for his residential quarters. From then on it was
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu next sat down at the place called mahaprabhura-badi — “the house of Sriman
prepared for him, and all the devotees, headed by Lord Mahaprabhu”.

Nityananda Prabhu, surrounded him.
Y The biographers of Mahaprabhu agree on this. Srila
sukhi haila dekhi’ prabhu vasara samsthana . . & ) .

o o Murari Gupta wrote in his Sri Krsna Caitanya-carita:
yei vasaya haya prabhura sarva-samadhana

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was very happy to see his sri-kasinathasya grhe sthito harih

residential quarters, in which all his necessities were éri-sarvabhaumadibhir anvitah svayam

taken care of.
_ o [After returning from South India] Sri Gaura Hari
sarvabhauma kahe,-prabhu, yogya tomara vasa
Lo e, again stayed in the house of Kashi Mishra, and
tumi angikara kara,-kasi-misrera asa

there he met with Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya
Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya said, “This place is just Y

befitting you. Please accept it. It is the hope of Kashi and the other devotees. His heart naturally

Mishra that you do.” yearned for the sight of Lord Jagannath, so after

prabhu kahe,-ei deha toma-sabakara first bathing his feet, he entered the splendrous

yei tumi kaha, sei sammata amara jewel-temple.
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Mahaprabhu runs to embrace Lord Jagannath in Puri

Painting by an unknown artist. Circa 1940s to 50s.



Painting by Kshitindranath Majumdar. West Bengal. 1891-1975.
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Seeing the ocean as the Yamuna, once Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu jumped in and was caught in the net of a fisherman

In this house, hundreds of devotees regularly came
like thirsty cakorabirds to drink the beauty of the moon-
like face of Mahaprabhu. Sometimes the crowd was so
overwhelming that the big house didn’t have sufficient
space. That is why Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya said
in the eighth chapter of Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka:

yugante ‘ntah kukser iva parisare pallava-laghor

ami sarve brahmandaka-samudaydad eva vapusah
yatha-sthanam labdhavasaram iha manti sma Satasah

sahasrar lokanam bata laghuni misrasrama-pade

Ah! How wonderful! At the end of the cosmic millenium
the Supreme Personality of Godhead assumes the form
of a small child resting on a banyan leaf. At that time
the entire universe easily enters his small stomach. In
the same way hundreds and thousands of planets have

now entered the dsrama of Kashi Mishra.

Similarly, although the house of Kashi Mishra

is small, innumerable devotees were entering it.

So, it can be understood how big those celebrations
in the house of Mishra were. The author of Caitanya-

bhagavata also wrote:

hena-mate sri-gaurasundara nilacale

rahilena kasi-misra-grhe kutithale

In this way Gaurasundar enthusiastically stayed in

Kashi Mishra’s house in Nilachala.

nirantara nrtya-gita-ananda-avesa

prakasena gauracandra, dekhe sarva-desa

People from all provinces saw Gauracandra become
overwhelmed with ecstasy while constantly dancing
and singing.

kakhano nacena jagannathera sammukhe

tilardheko bahya nahi premananda-sukhe

Sometimes he would dance before Lord Jagannath
in such ecstatic love that he showed no external

consciousness.
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Photo by Madhavananda Das.
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kakhana nacena kasi-misrera mandire

kakhana nacena mahaprabhu sindhu-tire

Sometimes Mahaprabhu danced in the house of Kashi
Mishra and sometimes he danced on the bank of the ocean.

e-mata nirantara premera vilasa

tilardheko anya karma nahika prakasa

In this way he constantly manifested ecstatic pastimes. He
did not engage in any other activity for even a moment.

The great pilgrimage place “Gambhira” is
located at the house of respected Kashi Mishra.
The place is not far from the lion gate of the
Sri Jagannath temple. When in Kavi Karnapur’s
Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka (8.9), Sri Sarvabhauma
Bhattacharya told Gopinath Mahashaya that
the house of Kashi Mishra was to be used as the
residence of Mahaprabhu, Gopinatha replied, sadhu
sadhu. simha-dvara-nikata-varti bhavati. yatah sakasat
sukhenaiva jagannatha-darsanam bhavisyati — “Well
done! Well done! It is near the Sirmha-dvara gate. He
may very easily see Lord Jagannath.”

In the Gambhira, the torn kafitha (quilt or cloth
wrap) of the loving sannyasi of Nadiya, as well
as his karanga (water pot) from Radhakunda are
preserved [Note: It’s said that the karanga was

made by the hands of Jagadananda Pandit when
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is Krishna himself
absorbed in Radha's mood of thinking of Krishna

he visited Vraja]. Both of those have the divine
touch of the transcendental body of Mahaprabhu,
who had delivered the entire world.

— Translated by Arindam Sarkar. From Gambhirdya Sri Gaurdnga by
Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan. Published by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
Pathsati Samoroha. Gaurabdha 498 (1984).

ReADERS' LETTERS
To Binou

Thank youvery, very much for the Bindu publication,
this one and all the previous — for the nectar, for the
hope and reminder that Mahaprabhu distributes
krsna-prema indiscriminately — even to the pre-

primary students! (Ramananda Raya Das)

Painting at Haridas Thakur's samadhi by an unknown artist. Circa 1970 to 1985.
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