Beginning of Srimad Bhagvatam

Once, in a holy place in the forest of
Naimiṣāraṇya, great sages headed by the sage
Śaunaka assembled to perform a great thousandyear sacrifice for the satisfaction of the Lord and
His devotees. One day, after finishing their
morning duties by burning a sacrificial fire and
offering a seat of esteem to Śrīla Sūta Gosvāmī,

the great sages made inquiries, with great
respect, about the following matters.
The sages said: Respected Sūta Gosvāmī, you
are completely free from all vice. You are well
versed in all the scriptures famous for religious
life, and in the Purāṇas and the histories as well,
for you have gone through them under proper
guidance and have also explained them. Being
the eldest learned Vedāntist, O Sūta Gosvāmī,
you are acquainted with the knowledge of
Vyāsadeva, who is the incarnation of Godhead,
and you also know other sages who are fully
versed

in

all

kinds

of

physical

and

metaphysical knowledge. O learned one, in
this iron Age of Kali men almost always have
but short lives. They are quarrelsome, lazy,

misguided, unlucky and, above all, always
disturbed.

There

are

many

varieties

of

scriptures, and in all of them there are many
prescribed duties, which can be learned only
after many years of study in their various
divisions. Therefore, O sage, please select the
essence of all these scriptures and explain it for
the good of all living beings, that by such
instruction their hearts may be fully satisfied.
O Sūta Gosvāmī, we are eager to learn about the
Personality of Godhead and His incarnations.
Please explain to us those teachings imparted by
previous masters [ācāryas], for one is uplifted
both by speaking them and by hearing them.
Living beings who are entangled in the
complicated meshes of birth and death can be

freed immediately by even unconsciously
chanting the holy name of Kṛṣṇa, which is
feared by fear personified. Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the
Personality of Godhead, along with Balarāma,
played like a human being, and so masked He
performed many superhuman acts. Since Śrī
Kṛṣṇa, the Absolute Truth, the master of all
mystic powers, has departed for His own abode,
please tell us to whom the religious principles
have now gone for shelter.
Sūta Gosvāmī said – O sages, I have been justly
questioned by you. Your questions are worthy
because they relate to Lord Kṛṣṇa and so are of
relevance to the world’s welfare. Only questions
of this sort are capable of completely satisfying
the self. The supreme occupation [dharma] for

all humanity is that by which men can attain to
loving devotional service unto the transcendent
Lord.

Such

devotional

service

must

be

unmotivated and uninterrupted to completely
satisfy the self. By rendering devotional service
unto the Personality of Godhead, Śrī Kṛṣṇa, one
immediately acquires causeless knowledge and
detachment from the world.
Therefore, with one-pointed attention, one
should constantly hear about, glorify, remember
and worship the Personality of Godhead, who is
the protector of the devotees.

