How Pariksit Received the Age of Kali

Maharaja Pariksit then began to rule over the
world as a great devotee of the Lord under the
Instructions of the best of the twice-born
brahmanas. He ruled by those great qualities
which were foretold by expert astrologers at the
time of his birth.

King Pariksit married the daughter of King
Uttara and begot four sons, headed by Maharaja



Janamejaya. Maharaja Pariksit, after having
selected Krpacarya for guidance as his spiritual
master, performed three horse sacrifices on the
banks of the Ganges. Once, when Maharaja
Pariksit was on his way to conquer the world, he
saw the master of Kali-yuga, who was lower than
a Stdra, disguised as a king and hurting the legs
of a cow and bull. The King at once caught hold

of him to deal sufficient punishment.

The bull was as white as a white lotus flower. He
was terrified of the stiidra who was beating him,
and he was so afraid that he was standing on one
leg, trembling and urinating. Although the cow is
beneficial because one can draw religious

principles from her, she was now rendered poor



and calfless. Her legs were being beaten by a
studra. There were tears 1n her eyes, and she was
distressed and weak. She was hankering after
some grass in the field. Maharaja Pariksit, well
equipped with arrows and bow and seated on a
gold-embossed chariot, spoke to him [the $tidra]

with a deep voice sounding like thunder.

Oh, who are you? You appear to be strong and
yet you dare kill, within my protection, those who
are helpless! By your dress you pose yourself to
be a godly man [King], but by your deeds you are
opposing the principles of the twice-born

Ksatriyas

Maharaja Pariksit, who could fight one thousand

enemies single-handedly, thus pacified the



personality of religion and the earth. Then he
took up his sharp sword to kill the personality of
Kali, who Is the cause of all irreligion. When the
personality of Kali understood that the King was
willing to kill him, he at once abandoned the
dress of a king and, under pressure of fear,

completely surrendered to him, bowing his head.

The King thus said: We have inherited the fame
of Arjuna; therefore since you have surrendered
yourself with folded hands you need not fear for
your life. But you cannot remain in my kingdom,
for you are the friend of irreligion. Therefore, O
friend of irreligion, you do not deserve to remain
In a place where experts perform sacrifices

according to truth and religious principles for the



satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

The personality of Kali, thus being ordered by
Maharaja Pariksit, began to tremble in fear.
Seeing the King before him like Yamaraja, ready

to kill him, Kali spoke to the King as follows.

O Your Majesty, though I may live anywhere and
everywhere under your order, | shall but see you
with bow and arrows wherever | look. Therefore,
O chief amongst the protectors of religion, please
fix some place for me where | can live
permanently under the protection of your

government.

Mabharaja Pariksit, thus being petitioned by the



personality of Kali, gave him permission to
reside In places where gambling, drinking,
prostitution and animal slaughter were
performed. The personality of Kali asked for
something more, and because of his begging, the
King gave him permission to live where there is
gold because wherever there is gold there is also
falsity, intoxication, lust, envy and enmity. Thus
the personality of Kali, by the directions of
Maharaja Pariksit, the son of Uttara, was allowed

to live in those five places.

Therefore, whoever desires progressive well-
being, especially kings, religionists, public
leaders, brahmanas and sannyasis, should never

come In contact with the four above-mentioned



irreligious principles. Thereafter the King
reestablished the lost legs of the personality of
religion [the bull], and by encouraging activities
he sufficiently improved the condition of the

earth.



