Narada Muni Cursed by Prajapati Daksa

Impelled by the illusory energy of Lord
Visnu, Prajapati Daksa begot ten thousand
sons in the womb of Pafncajani; these sons
were called the Haryasvas. All the sons of
Prajapati Daksa were alike In being very
gentle and obedient to the orders of their
father. When their father ordered them to

beget children, they all went in the western



direction. In the west, where the river Sindhu
meets the sea, there Is a great place of
pilgrimage known as Narayana-saras. Many
sages and others advanced iIn spiritual

consciousness live there.

In that holy place, the Haryasvas began
regularly touching the lake’s waters and
bathing in them. Gradually becoming very
much purified, they became inclined toward
the activities of paramahamsas. Nevertheless,

because their father had ordered them to

Increase the population, they performed
severe austerities to fulfill his desires. One

day, when the great sage Narada saw those



boys performing such fine austerities to
increase the population, Narada approached

them.

The great sage Narada said: My dear
Haryasvas, you have not seen the extremities
of the earth. There Is a kingdom where only
one man lives and where there is a hole from
which, having entered, no one emerges. A
woman there who Is extremely unchaste
adorns herself with various attractive dresses,
and the man who lives there is her husband.
In that kingdom, there is a river flowing In
both directions, a wonderful home made of

twenty-five materials, a swan that vibrates



various sounds, and an automatically
revolving object made of sharp razors and
thunderbolts. You have not seen all this, and
therefore you are inexperienced boys without
advanced knowledge. How, then, will you
create progeny? Alas, your father is
omniscient, but you do not know his actual
order. Without knowing the actual purpose of

your father, how will you create progeny?

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: Hearing these
enigmatic words of Narada Muni, the
Haryasvas considered them with their natural
Intelligence, without help from others. They

were very well-behaved, cultured sons, but



unfortunately, because of the instructions of
Narada Muni, they deviated from the order of
their father and decided to lead brahmachari
throughout their life. When Daksa heard this
news, which was brought to him by Narada
Muni, he began to lament. Although he was
the father of such good sons, he had lost them

all. Certainly this was lamentable.

When Prajapati Daksa was lamenting for his
lost children, Lord Brahma pacified him with
Instructions, and thereafter Daksa begot one
thousand more children in the womb of his
wife, Paficajani. This time his sons were

known as the Savalasvas.



In accordance with their father’s order to
beget children, the second group of sons also
went to Narayana-saras, the same place where
their Dbrothers had previously attained
perfection by following the instructions of
Narada. Undertaking great vows of austerity,
the Savalasvas remained at that holy place. At
Narayana-saras, the second group of sons
performed penances In the same way as the
first. They bathed in the holy water, and by its
touch all the dirty material desires in their
hearts were cleansed away. They murmured
mantras  beginning with omkara and

underwent a severe course of austerities.



For a few months the sons of Prajapati Daksa
drank only water and ate only air. Narada
Muni approached these sons of Prajapati
Daksa, who were engaged in tapasya to beget
children, and spoke enigmatic words to them
just as he had spoken to their elder brothers -
O sons of Daksa, please hear my words of
Instruction attentively. You are all very
affectionate to your elder brothers, the
Haryasvas. Therefore you should follow their
path. A brother aware of the principles of
religion follows In the footsteps of his elder

brothers.

After saying this much to the sons of



Prajapati Daksa, Narada Muni, whose
merciful glance never goes in vain, left as he
had planned. The sons of Daksa followed
their elder brothers. Not attempting to
produce children, they engaged themselves in

Krsna consciousness.

At this time, Prajapati Daksa observed many
Inauspicious signs, and he heard from various
sources that his second group of sons, the
Savalasvas, had followed the path of their
elder brothers In accordance with the
instructions of Narada. When he heard that
the Savalasvas had also left this world to

engage In devotional service, Daksa was



angry at Narada, and he almost fainted due to
lamentation. When Daksa met Narada,
Daksa’s lips began trembling in anger, and he

spoke as follows.

Alas, Narada Muni, you wear the dress of a
saintly person, but you are not actually a
saint. Indeed, although | am now In grhastha
life, | am a saintly person. By showing my
sons the path of renunciation, you have done

me an abominable injustice.

My sons were not at all freed from their three
debts. Indeed, they did not properly consider
their obligations. O Narada Muni, O

personality of sinful action, you have



obstructed thelir progress toward good fortune
In this world and the next because they are
still indebted to the saintly persons, the

demigods and their father.

Thus committing violence against other
living entities and yet claiming to be an
assoclate of Lord Visnu, you are defaming the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. You
needlessly created a mentality of renunciation
In Innocent boys, and therefore you are
shameless and devoid of compassion. How
could you travel with the personal associates

of the Supreme Lord?

Although you wear the dress of a devotee,



you create enmity with people who are not
your enemies, or you break friendship and
create enmity between friends. Are you not
ashamed of posing as a devotee while

performing these abominable actions?

If you think that simply awakening the sense
of renunciation will detach one from the
material world, | must say that unless full
knowledge Is awakened, simply changing
dresses as you have done cannot possibly

bring detachment.

You have made me lose my sons once, and
now Yyou have again done the same

Inauspicious thing. Therefore you are a rascal



who does not know how to behave toward
others. You may travel all over the universe,
but | curse you to have no residence

anywhere.

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami continued: My dear
King, since Narada Mumi 1s an approved
saintly person, when cursed by Prajapati
Daksa he replied, “tad badham: Yes, what you
have said 1s good. I accept this curse.” He
could have cursed Prajapati Daksa In return,
but because he iIs a tolerant and merciful

sadhu, he took no action.



