
 Appearance of the Demon Vṛtrāsura 
 

 

Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī continued: Viśvarūpa, 

who was engaged as the priest of the 

demigods, had three heads. He used one to 

drink the beverage soma-rasa, another to 

drink wine and the third to eat food.  

O Mahārāja Parīkṣit, the demigods were 

related to Viśvarūpa from his father’s side, 



and therefore he visibly offered clarified 

butter in the fire while chanting mantras such 

as indrāya idaṁ svāhā [“this is meant for 

King Indra”] and idam agnaye [“this is for the 

demigod of fire”]. He loudly chanted these 

mantras and offered each of the demigods his 

proper share. 

Although offering clarified butter in the 

sacrificial fire in the name of the demigods, 

without the knowledge of the demigods he 

also offered oblations to the demons because 

they were his relatives through his mother. 

Once upon a time, however, the King of 

heaven, Indra, understood that Viśvarūpa was 



secretly cheating the demigods by offering 

oblations on behalf of the demons. He 

became extremely afraid of being defeated by 

the demons, and in great anger at Viśvarūpa 

he cut Viśvarūpa’s three heads from his 

shoulders. 

Thereafter, the head meant for drinking soma-

rasa was transformed into a kapiñjala 

[francolin partridge]. Similarly, the head 

meant for drinking wine was transformed into 

a kalaviṅka [sparrow], and the head meant for 

eating food became a tittiri [common 

partridge]. 

Although Indra was so powerful that he could 



neutralize the sinful reactions for killing a 

brāhmaṇa, he repentantly accepted the burden 

of these reactions with folded hands. He 

suffered for one year, and then to purify 

himself he distributed the reactions for this 

sinful killing among the earth, water, trees 

and women. 

In return for King Indra’s benediction that 

ditches in the earth would be filled 

automatically, the land accepted one fourth of 

the sinful reactions for killing a brāhmaṇa. 

Because of those sinful reactions, we find 

many deserts on the surface of the earth. 

In return for Indra’s benediction that their 



branches and twigs would grow back when 

trimmed, the trees accepted one fourth of the 

reactions for killing a brāhmaṇa. These 

reactions are visible in the flowing of sap 

from trees. [Therefore one is forbidden to 

drink this sap.] 

In return for Lord Indra’s benediction that 

they would be able to enjoy lusty desires 

continuously, even during pregnancy for as 

long as sex is not injurious to the embryo, 

women accepted one fourth of the sinful 

reactions. As a result of those reactions, 

women manifest the signs of menstruation 

every month. 



And in return for King Indra’s benediction 

that water would increase the volume of other 

substances with which it was mixed, water 

accepted one fourth of the sinful reactions. 

Therefore there are bubbles and foam in 

water. 

When one collects water, these should be 

avoided. 

After Viśvarūpa was killed, his father, Tvaṣṭā, 

performed ritualistic ceremonies to kill Indra. 

He offered oblations in the sacrificial fire, 

saying, “O enemy of Indra, flourish to kill 

your enemy without delay.” 

Thereafter, from the southern side of the 



sacrificial fire known as Anvāhārya came a 

fearful personality who looked like the 

destroyer of the entire creation at the end of 

the millennium. 

Like arrows released in the four directions, 

the demon’s body grew, day after day. Tall 

and blackish, he appeared like a burnt hill and 

was as lustrous as a bright array of clouds in 

the evening. The hair on the demon’s body 

and his beard and moustache were the color 

of melted copper, and his eyes were piercing 

like the midday sun. He appeared 

unconquerable, as if holding the three worlds 

on the points of his blazing trident. Dancing 



and shouting with a loud voice, he made the 

entire surface of the earth tremble as if from 

an earthquake. As he yawned again and again, 

he seemed to be trying to swallow the whole 

sky with his mouth, which was as deep as a 

cave. He seemed to be licking up all the stars 

in the sky with his tongue and eating the 

entire universe with his long, sharp teeth. 

Seeing this gigantic demon, everyone, in 

great fear, ran here and there in all directions. 

That very fearful demon, who was actually 

the son of Tvaṣṭā, covered all the planetary 

systems by dint of austerity. Therefore he was 

named Vṛtra, or one who covers everything. 



The demigods, headed by Indra, charged the 

demon with their soldiers, striking him with 

their own transcendental bows and arrows 

and other weapons but Vṛtrāsura swallowed 

all their weapons. 

 

 


