Demigods Prepare for killing Vṛtrāsura

Struck with wonder and disappointment upon
seeing the strength of the demon, the
demigods lost their own strength. Therefore
they all met together to try to please the
Supersoul,

the

Supreme

Personality

of

Godhead, Nārāyaṇa, by worshiping Him and
prayed him to appear to kill the great demon

Vṛtrāsura.
Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī continued: O King
Parīkṣit, when the demigods offered the Lord
their sincere prayers, being pleased, the Lord
then replied to the demigods O Maghavan [Indra], all good fortune unto
you. I advise you to approach the exalted
saint Dadhyañca [Dadhīci]. He has become
very accomplished in knowledge, vows and
austerities, and his body is very strong. Go
ask him for his body without delay.
Dadhyañca’s invincible protective covering
known as the Nārāyaṇa-kavaca was given to
Tvaṣṭā, who delivered it to his son Viśvarūpa,

from whom you have received it. Because of
this Nārāyaṇa-kavaca, Dadhīci’s body is now
very strong. You should therefore beg him for
his body.
When

the

Aśvinī-kumāras

beg

for

Dadhyañca’s body on your behalf, he will
surely give it because of affection. Do not
doubt this, for Dadhyañca is very experienced
in religious understanding. When Dadhyañca
awards you his body, Viśvakarmā will
prepare a thunderbolt from his bones. This
thunderbolt will certainly kill Vṛtrāsura
because it will be invested with My power.
When Vṛtrāsura is killed because of My

spiritual strength, you will regain your
strength, weapons and wealth. Thus there will
be all good fortune for all of you. Although
Vṛtrāsura can destroy all the three worlds, do
not fear that he will harm you. He is also a
devotee and will never be envious of you.
Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: After instructing
Indra in this way, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Hari, the cause of the cosmic
manifestation, then and there disappeared
from the presence of the onlooking demigods.
O King Parīkṣit, following the Lord’s
instructions,

the

demigods

approached

Dadhīci, the son of Atharvā. He was very

liberal, and when they begged him to give
them his body, he at once partially agreed.
However, just to hear religious instructions
from them, he smiled and jokingly spoke as
follows.
“O elevated demigods, at the time of death,
severe, unbearable pain takes away the
consciousness of all living entities who have
accepted material bodies. Don’t you know
about this pain? In this material world, every
living entity is very much addicted to his
material body. Struggling to keep his body
forever, everyone tries to protect it by all
means, even at the sacrifice of all his

possessions.

Therefore,

who

would

be

prepared to deliver his body to anyone, even
if it were demanded by Lord Viṣṇu? “
The demigods replied: O exalted brāhmaṇa,
pious persons like you, whose activities are
praiseworthy, are very kind and affectionate
to people in general. What can’t such pious
souls give for the benefit of others? They can
give everything, including their bodies.
The great sage Dadhīci said: Just to hear from
you about religious principles, I refused to
offer my body at your request. Now, although
my body is extremely dear to me, I must give
it up for your better purposes since I know

that it will leave me today or tomorrow.
If one is unhappy to see the distress of other
living beings and happy to see their
happiness,

his

religious

principles

are

appreciated as imperishable by exalted
persons who are considered pious and
benevolent. This body, which is eatable by
jackals and dogs after death, does not actually
do any good for me, the spirit soul. It is
usable only for a short time and may perish at
any moment. The body and its possessions,
its riches and relatives, must all be engaged
for the benefit of others, or else they will be
sources of tribulation and misery.

Śrī Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: Dadhīci Muni,
the son of Atharvā, thus resolved to give his
body to the service of the demigods. He
placed himself, the spirit soul, at the lotus feet
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
in this way gave up his gross material body
made of five elements.
Thereafter, King Indra very firmly took up
the thunderbolt manufactured by Viśvakarmā
from the bones of Dadhīci. Charged with the
exalted

power

of

Dadhīci

Muni

and

enlightened by the power of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Indra rode on the
back of his carrier, Airāvata, surrounded by

all the demigods, while all the great sages
offered him praise. Thus he shone very
beautifully, pleasing the three worlds as he
rode off to kill Vṛtrāsura.

