
“MISSION VRITRASURA” BEGINS 

 

Sukadeva Goswami said - My dear King 

Parīkṣit, as Rudra, being very angry at Antaka 

[Yamarāja] had formerly run toward Antaka 

to kill him, Indra angrily and with great force 

attacked Vṛtrāsura, who was surrounded by 

the leaders of the demoniac armies. 

Thereafter, at the end of Satya-yuga and the 

beginning of Tretā-yuga, a fierce battle took 



place between the demigods and the demons 

on the bank of the Narmadā. 

O King, when all the asuras came onto the 

battlefield, headed by Vṛtrāsura, they saw 

King Indra carrying the thunderbolt and 

surrounded by the Rudras, Vasus, Ādityas, 

Aśvinī-kumāras, Pitās, Vahnis, Maruts, 

Ṛbhus, Sādhyas and Viśvadevas. Surrounded 

by his company, Indra shone so brightly that 

his effulgence was intolerable to the demons. 

Many hundreds and thousands of demons, 

demi-demons, Yakṣas, Rākṣasas [man-eaters] 

and others, headed by Sumāli and Māli, 

resisted the armies of King Indra, which even 



death personified cannot easily overcome. 

Roaring tumultuously and fearlessly like 

lions, these invincible demons, all dressed in 

golden ornaments, gave pain to the demigods 

with weapons like clubs, bludgeons, arrows, 

barbed darts, mallets and lances. 

Armed with lances, tridents, axes, swords and 

other weapons like śataghnīs and bhuśuṇḍis, 

the demons attacked from different directions 

and scattered all the chiefs of the demigod 

armies. 

The showers of various weapons and arrows 

released to kill the soldiers of the demigods 

did not reach them because the demigods, 



acting quickly, cut the weapons into 

thousands of pieces in the sky. 

As their weapons and mantras decreased, the 

demons began showering mountain peaks, 

trees and stones upon the demigod soldiers, 

but the demigods were so powerful and 

expert that they nullified all these weapons by 

breaking them to pieces in the sky as before. 

When the soldiers of the demons, 

commanded by Vṛtrāsura, saw that the 

soldiers of King Indra were quite well, having 

not been injured at all by their volleys of 

weapons, not even by the trees, stones and 

mountain peaks, the demons were very much 



afraid. 

The asuras, who are never devotees of Lord 

Kṛṣṇa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 

lost their pride in fighting when they found 

all their endeavors futile. Leaving aside their 

leader even in the very beginning of the fight, 

they decided to flee because all their prowess 

had been taken away by the enemy. 

Seeing his army broken and all the asuras, 

even those known as great heroes, fleeing the 

battlefield out of intense fear, Vṛtrāsura, who 

was truly a great-minded hero, smiled and 

spoke the following words. 

Vṛtrāsura said: All living entities who have 



taken birth in this material world must die. 

Surely, no one in this world has found any 

means to be saved from death. Even 

providence has not provided a means to 

escape it. Under the circumstances, death 

being inevitable, if one can gain promotion to 

the higher planetary systems and be always 

celebrated here by dying a suitable death, 

what man will not accept such a glorious 

death? 

There are two ways to meet a glorious death, 

and both are very rare. One is to die after 

performing mystic yoga, especially bhakti-

yoga, by which one can control the mind and 



living force and die absorbed in thought of 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The 

second is to die on the battlefield, leading the 

army and never showing one’s back. These 

two kinds of death are recommended in the 

śāstra as glorious. 

  


