SAGES INSTRUCTION TO THE KING

While King Citraketu, overcome by
lamentation, lay like a dead body at the side
of the dead body of his son, the two great
sages Narada and Angira instructed him about

spiritual consciousness as follows.

O King, what relationship does the dead body



for which you lament have with you, and
what relationship do you have with him? You
may say that you are now related as father
and son, but do you think this relationship
existed before? Does it truly exist now? Will

It continue In the future?

O King, as small particles of sand sometimes
come together and are sometimes separated
due to the force of the waves, the living
entities who have accepted material bodies
sometimes come together and are sometimes

separated by the force of time.

O King, both you and we — your advisers,

wives and ministers — as well as everything



moving and not moving throughout the entire
cosmos at this time, are In a temporary
situation. Before our birth this situation did
not exist, and after our death it will exist no
longer. Therefore our situation now Is

temporary, although it is not false.

Thus enlightened by the instructions of
Narada and Angira, King Citraketu became
hopeful with knowledge. Wiping his
shriveled face with his hand, the King began

to speak.

King Citraketu said: You have both come

here dressed like avadhttas, liberated

persons, just to cover your identities, but | see



that of all men, you are the most elevated In
awareness. You know everything as it Is.
Therefore you are the greatest of all great

personalities.

Because you are great personalities, you can
give me real knowledge. | am as foolish as a
village animal like a pig or dog because | am
merged In the darkness of ignorance.
Therefore, please ignite the torch of

knowledge to save me.

Angira said: My dear King, when you desired
to have a son, | approached you. Indeed, | am
the same Angira Rsi who gave you this son.

As for this rsi, he is the great sage Narada, the



direct son of Lord Brahma.

My dear King, you are an advanced devotee
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. To
be absorbed In lamentation for the loss of
something material Is unsuitable for a person
like you. Therefore we have both come to
relieve you from this false lamentation, which
IS due to your being merged in the darkness
of ignorance. For those who are advanced In
spiritual knowledge to be affected by material

loss and gain Is not at all desirable.

When | first came to your home, | could have
given you the supreme transcendental

knowledge, but when | saw that your mind



was absorbed in material things, | gave you
only a son, who caused you jubilation and

lamentation.

My dear King, now Yyou are actually
experiencing the misery of a person who has
sons and daughters. O King, one’s kingdom,
military power, treasury, servants, ministers,
friends and relatives are all causes of fear,
Illusion, lamentation and distress. They are
like a gandharva-nagara, a nonexistent palace
that one Imagines to exist in the forest.
Because they are impermanent, they are no
better than illusions, dreams and mental

concoctions.



These visible objects like wife, children and
property are like dreams and mental
concoctions. Actually what we see has no
permanent existence. It iIs sometimes seen and
sometimes not. Only because of our past
actions do we create such mental concoctions,
and because of these concoctions, we perform

further activities.

Therefore, O King Citraketu, carefully
consider the position of the atma. In other
words, try to understand who you are —
whether body, mind or soul. Consider where
you have come from, where you are going

after giving up this body, and why you are



under the control of material lamentation. Try
to understand your real position in this way,
and then you will be able to give up your

unnecessary attachment. You will also be able

to give up the belief that this material world,
or anything not directly in touch with service
to Krsna, Is eternal. Thus you will obtain

peace.

The great sage Narada continued: My dear
King, attentively receive from me a mantra,
which I1s most auspicious. After accepting it
from me, in seven nights you will be able to

see the Lord face to face.

My dear King, in former days Lord Siva and



other demigods took shelter of the lotus feet
of Sankarsana. Thus they immediately got
free from the illusion of duality and achieved
unequaled and unsurpassed glories In
spiritual life. You will very soon attain that

Very same position.



