Diti Vows to Kill King Indra

The demons are technically known as Daltyas
because they proceeded from the womb of

Diti, the wife of Kasyapa muni.

The two demons named Hiranyakasipu and
Hiranyaksa took birth from Diti’s womb.

Both of them were very powerful and were



worshiped by the Daityas and Danavas. In
this demoniac family the great devotee
Prahlada Maharaja and Bali Maharaja also
appeared. The forty-nine Marut demigods
were also born from the womb of Diti.
Although they were born of Diti, King Indra

gave them a position as demigods

King Pariksit inquired: My dear lord, due to
their birth, the forty-nine Maruts must have
been obsessed with a demoniac mentality.
Why did Indra, the King of heaven, convert
them into demigods? Did they perform any

rituals or pious activities?

Sr1 Sukadeva Gosvami said: Just to help



Indra, Lord Visnu killed the two Dbrothers
Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu. Because of
their Dbeing killed, their mother, Diti,
overwhelmed with lamentation and anger,

contemplated as follows.

Lord Indra, who is very much fond of sense
gratification, has killed the two brothers
Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu by means of
Lord Visnu. Therefore Indra 1s cruel,

nardhearted and sinful. When will 1, having

Killed him, rest with a pacified mind? |
therefore wish to have a son who can remove
Indra’s madness. Let me adopt some means to

help me In this.



Thinking In this way [with a desire for a son
to kill Indra], Diti began constantly acting to
satisfy Kasyapa by her pleasing behavior.
With service, love, humility and control, with
words spoken very sweetly to satisfy her
husband, and with smiles and glances at him,
Diti attracted his mind and brought it under

her control.

Although Kasyapa Muni was a learned
scholar, he was captivated by Diti’s artificial
behavior, which brought him under her
control. Therefore he assured his wife that he
would fulfill her desires. The most powerful

sage Kasyapa, being extremely pleased by the



mild behavior of his wife Diti, smiled and

spoke to her as follows.

Kasyapa Muni said: My dear gentle wife,
because you have worshiped me with great
devotion, considering me a representative of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, | shall
reward you by fulfilling your desires, which

are unobtainable for an unchaste wife.

Diti replied: O my husband, O great soul, |
have now lost my sons. If you want to give
me a benediction, | ask you for an immortal
son who can kill Indra. | pray for this because
Indra, with the help of Visnu, has killed my

two sons Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu.



Upon hearing Diti’s request, Kasyapa Muni
was very much aggrieved. “Alas,” he
lamented, “now I face the danger of the
impious act of killing Indra.” Alas, I have
now become too attached to material
enjoyment. Taking advantage of this, my
mind has been attracted by the illusory energy
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the
form of a woman [my wife]. Therefore | am
surely a wretched person who will glide

down toward hell.

This woman, my wife, has adopted a means
that follows her nature, and therefore she iIs

not to be blamed. But | am a man. Therefore,



all condemnation upon me! | am not at all
conversant with what is good for me, since |

could not control my senses.

A woman’s face is as attractive and beautiful
as a blossoming lotus flower during autumn.
Her words are very sweet, and they give
pleasure to the ear, but if we study a woman’s
heart, we can understand it to be extremely
sharp, like the blade of a razor. In these
circumstances, who could understand the

dealings of a woman?

| promised to give her a benediction, and this
promise cannot be violated, but Indra does

not deserve to be killed. In these



circumstances, the solution | have Is quite

suitable.



