Hiraṇyakaśipu Terrorizes the Universe

Lord Brahmā was very much satisfied by
Hiraṇyakaśipu’s

austerities,

which

were

difficult to perform. Therefore, when solicited
for benedictions, he indeed granted them,
although they were rarely to be achieved.
The demon Hiraṇyakaśipu, having thus been

blessed by Lord Brahmā and having acquired
a

lustrous

golden

body,

continued

to

remember the death of his brother and
therefore be envious of Lord Viṣṇu.
Hiraṇyakaśipu became the conqueror of the
entire universe. Indeed, that great demon
conquered all the planets in the three worlds
— upper, middle and lower — including the
planets of the human beings, the Gandharvas,
the Garuḍas, the great serpents, the Siddhas,
Cāraṇas and Vidyādharas, the great saints,
Yamarāja, the Manus, the Yakṣas, the
Rākṣasas, the Piśācas and their masters, and
the masters of the ghosts and Bhūtas. He

defeated the rulers of all the other planets
where there are living entities and brought
them under his control. Conquering the
abodes of all, he seized their power and
influence.
Hiraṇyakaśipu, who possessed all opulence,
began residing in heaven, with its famous
Nandana garden, which is enjoyed by the
demigods. In fact, he resided in the most
opulent palace of Indra, the King of heaven.
The palace had been directly constructed by
the demigod architect Viśvakarmā and was as
beautifully made as if the goddess of fortune
of the entire universe resided there.

The steps of King Indra’s residence were
made of coral, the floor was bedecked with
invaluable emeralds, the walls were of
crystal, and the columns of vaidūrya stone.
The wonderful canopies were beautifully
decorated, the seats were bedecked with
rubies, and the silk bedding, as white as
foam, was decorated with pearls. The ladies
of the palace, who were blessed with
beautiful teeth and the most wonderfully
beautiful faces, walked here and there in the
palace, their ankle bells tinkling melodiously,
and saw their own beautiful reflections in the
gems. The demigods, however, being very

much oppressed, had to bow down and offer
obeisances at the feet of Hiraṇyakaśipu, who
chastised the demigods very severely and for
no reason. Thus Hiraṇyakaśipu lived in the
palace and severely ruled everyone.
Hiraṇyakaśipu was always drunk on strongsmelling wines and liquors, and therefore his
coppery

eyes

were

always

rolling.

Nonetheless, because he had powerfully
executed great austerities in mystic yoga,
although he was abominable, all but the three
principal demigods — Lord Brahmā, Lord
Śiva and Lord Viṣṇu — personally worshiped
him to please him by bringing him various

presentations with their own hands.
By dint of his personal power, Hiraṇyakaśipu,
being situated on the throne of King Indra,
controlled the inhabitants of all the other
planets.
As if in fear of Hiraṇyakaśipu, the planet
earth, which consists of seven islands,
delivered food grains without being plowed.
The earth yielded sufficient food grains, the
cows supplied abundant milk, and outer space
was beautifully decorated with wonderful
phenomena.
By the flowing of their waves, the various
oceans of the universe, the rivers, supplied

various kinds of gems and jewels for
Hiraṇyakaśipu’s use. These oceans were the
oceans of salt water, sugarcane juice, wine,
clarified butter, milk, yogurt, and sweet water.
In spite of achieving the power to control in
all directions and in spite of enjoying all
types of dear sense gratification as much as
possible,

Hiraṇyakaśipu

was

dissatisfied

because instead of controlling his senses he
remained their servant.

