ALOTUS IN THE POOL OF DIRT

Hiranyakasipu thus passed a long time being
very much proud of his opulences and
transgressing the laws and regulations
mentioned in the authoritative sastras. He was
therefore subjected to a curse by the four

Kumaras, who were great brahmanas.



Everyone, including the rulers of the various
planets, was extremely distressed because of
the severe punishment inflicted upon them by
Hiranyakasipu. Fearful and disturbed, unable
to find any other shelter, they at last
surrendered to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Visnu and appealed for protection
and Lord assured them all peace and told

them to wait patiently.

Hiranyakasipu had four wonderful, well-
qualified sons, of whom the one named
Prahlada was the best. Indeed, Prahlada was a

reservoir of all transcendental qualities



because he was an unalloyed devotee of the
Personality of Godhead. He was completely
cultured as a qualified brahmana, having very
good character and being determined to
understand the Absolute Truth. He had full
control of his senses and mind. Like the
Supersoul, he was Kkind to every living entity
and was the best friend of everyone. To
respectable persons he acted exactly like a
menial servant, to the poor he was like a

father, to his equals he was attached like a

sympathetic brother, and he considered his
teachers, spiritual masters and older

Godbrothers to be as good as the Supreme



Personality of Godhead. He was completely
free from unnatural pride that might have
arisen from his good education, riches,
beauty, aristocracy and so on. Although
Prahlada Maharaja was born 1in a family of
asuras, he himself was not an asura but a
great devotee of Lord Visnu. Unlike the other
asuras, he was never envious of Vaisnavas.
He was not agitated when put into danger,
and he was neither directly nor indirectly
Interested in the fruitive activities described
In the Vedas.

From the very beginning of his childhood,

Prahlada Maharaja was uninterested 1n



childish playthings. Indeed, he gave them up
altogether and remained silent and dull, being
fully absorbed In Krsna consciousness. Since
his mind was always affected by Krsna
consciousness, he could not understand how
the world goes on being fully absorbed in the

activities of sense gratification.

Prahlada Maharaja was always absorbed In
thought of Krsna. Thus, being always
embraced by the Lord, he did not know how
his bodily necessities, such as sitting,
walking, eating, lying down, drinking and

talking, were being automatically performed.

Because of advancement In  Krsna



consciousness, he  sometimes  cried,
sometimes laughed, sometimes expressed

jubilation and sometimes sang loudly.

Sometimes, upon seeing the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Prahlada Maharaja
would loudly «call in full anxiety. He
sometimes lost his shyness in jubilation and
began dancing In ecstasy, and sometimes,
being fully absorbed in thoughts of Krsna, he
felt oneness and Iimitated the pastimes of the
Lord.

Sometimes, feeling the touch of the Lord’s
lotus hands, he became spiritually jubilant

and remained silent, his hairs standing on end



and tears gliding down from his half-closed

eyes because of his love for the Lord.



