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Seeing the King of the Daityas, morose and 

bereft of bodily luster with his face 

downward, Ṣaṇḍa and Amarka, the two sons 

of Śukrācārya, spoke to him in secret. 

O lord, we know that when you simply move 

your eyebrows, all the commanders of the 

various planets are most afraid. Without the 

help of any assistant, you have conquered all 

the three worlds. Therefore, we do not find 



any reason for you to be morose and full of 

anxiety. As for Prahlāda, he is nothing but a 

child and cannot be a cause of anxiety. After 

all, his bad or good qualities have no value. 

Until the return of our spiritual master, 

Śukrācārya, arrest this child with the ropes of 

Varuṇa so that he will not flee in fear. In any 

case, by the time he is somewhat grown up 

and has assimilated our instructions or 

served our spiritual master, he will change in 

his intelligence. Thus there need be no cause 

for anxiety. 

After hearing these instructions of Ṣaṇḍa and 

Amarka, Hiraṇyakaśipu agreed and requested 



them to instruct Prahlāda in that system of 

occupational duty which is followed by royal 

householder families. 

Thereafter, Ṣaṇḍa and Amarka systematically 

and unceasingly taught Prahlāda Mahārāja, 

who was very submissive and humble, about 

mundane religion, economic development 

and sense gratification. 

The teachers Ṣaṇḍa and Amarka instructed 

Prahlāda Mahārāja in the three kinds of 

material advancement called religion, 

economic development and sense 

gratification. Prahlāda, however, being 

situated above such instructions, did not like 



them, for such instructions are based on the 

duality of worldly affairs, which involve one 

in a materialistic way of life marked by birth, 

death, old age and disease. 

When the teachers went home to attend to 

their household affairs, the students of the 

same age as Prahlāda Mahārāja would call 

him to take the opportunity of leisure hours 

for play. 

All the children were very much affectionate 

and respectful to Prahlāda Mahārāja, and 

because of their tender age they were not so 

polluted by the instructions and actions of 

their teachers, who were attached to 



condemned duality and bodily comfort. Thus 

the boys surrounded Prahlāda Mahārāja, 

giving up their playthings, and sat down to 

hear him. Their hearts and eyes being fixed 

upon him, they looked at him with great 

earnestness. Prahlāda Mahārāja, although 

born in a demon family, was an exalted 

devotee, and he desired their welfare. Thus he 

began instructing them about the futility of 

materialistic life.  


