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All the sons of the demons appreciated the 

transcendental instructions of Prahlāda 

Mahārāja and took them very seriously. They 

rejected the materialistic instructions given by 

their teachers, Ṣaṇḍa and Amarka. 

When Ṣaṇḍa and Amarka, the sons of 

Śukrācārya, observed that all the students, the 

sons of the demons, were becoming advanced 



in Kṛṣṇa consciousness because of the 

association of Prahlāda Mahārāja, they were 

afraid. They approached the King of the 

demons and described the situation as it was. 

When Hiraṇyakaśipu understood the entire 

situation, he was extremely angry, so much so 

that his body trembled. Thus he finally 

decided to kill his son Prahlāda. 

Hiraṇyakaśipu was by nature very cruel, and 

feeling insulted, he began hissing like a snake 

trampled upon by someone’s foot. His son 

Prahlāda was peaceful, mild and gentle, his 

senses were under control, and he stood 

before Hiraṇyakaśipu with folded hands. 



According to Prahlāda’s age and behavior, he 

was not to be chastised. Yet with staring, 

crooked eyes, Hiraṇyakaśipu rebuked him 

with the following harsh words. 

Hiraṇyakaśipu said: O most impudent, most 

unintelligent disruptor of the family, O lowest 

of mankind, you have violated my power to 

rule you, and therefore you are an obstinate 

fool. Today I shall send you to the place of 

Yamarāja. 

My son Prahlāda, you rascal, you know that 

when I am angry all the planets of the three 

worlds tremble, along with their chief rulers. 

By whose power has a rascal like you become 



so impudent that you appear fearless and 

overstep my power to rule you? 

Prahlāda Mahārāja said: My dear King, the 

source of my strength, of which you are 

asking, is also the source of yours. Indeed, 

the original source of all kinds of strength is 

one. He is not only your strength or mine, but 

the only strength for everyone. Without Him, 

no one can get any strength. Whether moving 

or not moving, superior or inferior, everyone, 

including Lord Brahmā, is controlled by the 

strength of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead. 

My dear father, please give up your demoniac 



mentality. Do not discriminate in your heart 

between enemies and friends; make your 

mind equipoised toward everyone. Except for 

the uncontrolled and misguided mind, there is 

no enemy within this world. When one sees 

everyone on the platform of equality, one 

then comes to the position of worshiping the 

Lord perfectly. 

In former times there were many fools like 

you who did not conquer the six enemies that 

steal away the wealth of the body. These fools 

were very proud, thinking, “I have conquered 

all enemies in all the ten directions.” But if a 

person is victorious over the six enemies and 



is equipoised toward all living entities, for 

him there are no enemies. Enemies are 

merely imagined by one in ignorance. 

Hiraṇyakaśipu replied: You rascal, you are 

trying to minimize my value, as if you were 

better than me at controlling the senses. This 

is over-intelligent. I can therefore understand 

that you desire to die at my hands, for this 

kind of nonsensical talk is indulged in by 

those about to die. 

O most unfortunate Prahlāda, you have 

always described a supreme being other than 

me, a supreme being who is above 

everything, who is the controller of everyone, 



and who is all-pervading. But where is He? If 

He is everywhere, then why is He not present 

before me in this pillar? 

Because you are speaking so much nonsense, 

I shall now sever your head from your body. 

Now let me see your most worshipable God 

come to protect you. I want to see it. 


