Gajendra Surrenders & Returns Home

Sri  Sukadeva  Gosvami  continued:
Thereafter, the King of the -elephants,
Gajendra, fixed his mind in his heart with
perfect intelligence and chanted a mantra
which he had learned in his previous birth as
Indradyumna and which he remembered by

the grace of Krsna.



The King of the elephants, Gajendra, said: |
offer my respectful obeisances unto the
Supreme Person, Vasudeva [om hamo
bhagavate vasudevaya]. Because of Him this
material body acts due to the presence of
spirit, and He is therefore the root cause of
everyone. He Is worshipable for such
exalted persons as Brahma and Siva, and He
has entered the heart of every living being.

et me meditate upon Him.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no
material Dbirth, activities, name, form,
qualities or faults. To fulfill the purpose for

which this material world is created and



destroyed, He comes in the form of a human
being like Lord Rama or Lord Krsna by His
original internal potency. He has immense
potency, and In various forms, all free from
material contamination, He acts
wonderfully. He Is therefore the Supreme

Brahman. | offer my respects to Him.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is
realized by pure devotees who act in the
transcendental existence of bhakti-yoga. He
IS the bestower of uncontaminated happiness
and Is the master of the transcendental
world. Therefore | offer my respect unto

Him.



Since an animal such as me has surrendered
unto You, who are supremely liberated,
certainly You will release me from this

dangerous position.

| offer my respectful obeisances unto the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whose
illusory energy the jiva, who 1s part and
parcel of God, forgets his real identity
because of the bodily concept of life. | take
shelter of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, whose glories are difficult to

understand.

Sr1 Sukadeva Gosvami continued: When the

King of the elephants was describing the



supreme authority, without mentioning any
particular person, he did not invoke the
demigods, headed by Lord Brahma, Lord
Siva, Indra and Candra. Thus none of them
approached him. However, because Lord
Hari i1s the Supersoul, Purusottama, the
Personality of Godhead, He appeared before

Gajendra.

After understanding the awkward condition
of Gajendra, who had offered his prayers,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hart,
who lives everywhere, appeared with the
demigods, who were offering prayers to

Him. Carrying His disc and other weapons,



He appeared there on the back of His carrier,
Garuda, with great speed, according to His

desire. Thus He appeared before Gajendra.

Gajendra had been forcefully captured by
the crocodile in the water and was feeling
acute pain, but when he saw that Narayana,
wielding His disc, was coming in the sky on
the back of Garuda, he immediately took a
lotus flower in his trunk, and with great
difficulty due to his painful condition, he
uttered the following words: “O my Lord,
Narayana, master of the wuniverse, O
Supreme Personality of Godhead, | offer my

respectful obeisances unto You.”



Thereafter, seeing Gajendra In such an
aggrieved position, the unborn Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Hari, immediately

got down from the back of Garuda by His

causeless mercy and pulled the King of the
elephants, along with the crocodile, out of
the water. Then, In the presence of all the
demigods, who were looking on, the Lord
severed the crocodile’s mouth from its body
with His disc. In this way He saved

Gajendra, the King of the elephants.

When the Lord delivered Gajendra, King of
the elephants, all the demigods, sages and

Gandharvas, headed by Brahma and Siva,



praised this activity of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and showered

flowers upon both the Lord and Gajendra.

There was a beating of kettledrums in the
heavenly planets, the Inhabitants of
Gandharvaloka began to dance and sing,
while great sages and the iInhabitants of
Caranaloka and Siddhaloka offered prayers
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

Purusottama.

The best of the Gandharvas, King Huhu,
having been cursed by Devala Muni, had
become a crocodile. Now, having been

delivered by the Supreme Personality of



Godhead, he assumed a very beautiful form
as a Gandharva. Understanding by whose
mercy this had happened, he immediately
offered his respectful obeisances with his
head and began chanting prayers just
suitable for the transcendental Lord, the
supreme eternal, who iIs worshiped by the

choicest verses.

Having been favored by the causeless mercy
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
having regained his original form, King
Hiuhu circumambulated the Lord and offered
his obeisances. Then, in the presence of all
the demigods, headed by Brahma, he



returned to Gandharvaloka. He had been

freed of all sinful reactions.

Because Gajendra, King of the elephants,
had been touched directly by the hands of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he
was Immediately freed of all material
ignorance and bondage. Thus he received
the salvation of sartipya-mukti, in which he
achieved the same bodily features as the
Lord, being dressed in yellow garments and

possessing four hands.

This Gajendra had formerly been a Vaisnava
and the king of the country known as

Pandya, which is in the province of Dravida



[South India]. In his previous life, he was

known as Indradyumna Maharaja.

Indradyumna Maharaja retired from family

Ife and went to the Malaya Hills, where he

had a small cottage for his asrama. He wore
matted locks on his head and always
engaged In austerities. Once, while
observing a vow of silence, he was fully
engaged In the worship of the Lord and

absorbed in the ecstasy of love of Godhead.

While Indradyumna Maharaja was engaged
In ecstatic meditation, worshiping the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the great

sage Agastya Muni arrived there,



surrounded by his disciples. When the Muni
saw that Maharaja Indradyumna, who was
sitting In a secluded place, remained silent
and did not follow the etiquette of offering

him a reception, he was very angry.

Agastya Muni then spoke this curse against
the King: This King Indradyumna is not at
all gentle. Being low and uneducated, he has
insulted a brahmana. May he therefore enter
the region of darkness and receive the dull,

dumb body of an elephant.

Sukadeva Gosvami continued: My dear
King, after Agastya Muni had thus cursed
King Indradyumna, the Muni left that place



along with his disciples. Since the King was
a devotee, he accepted Agastya Muni’s curse
as welcome because It was the desire of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore,
although in his next life he got the body of
an elephant, because of devotional service
he remembered how to worship and offer

prayers to the Lord.
Upon delivering the King of the elephants

from the clutches of the crocodile, and from
material existence, which resembles a
crocodile, the Lord awarded him the status
of sartipya-mukti. In the presence of the
Gandharvas, the Siddhas and the other



demigods, who were praising the Lord for
His wonderful transcendental activities, the
Lord, sitting on the back of His carrier,
Garuda, returned to His all-wonderful abode

and took Gajendra with Him.



