The Churning of the Milk Ocean

Upon Lord Siva’s drinking the poison, both
the demigods and the demons, being very
pleased, began to churn the ocean with
renewed vigor. As a result of this, there
appeared a cow known as surabhi. Great
sages who were completely aware of the
Vedic ritualistic ceremonies took charge of

that surabhi cow, which produced all the



yogurt, milk and ghee absolutely necessary

for offering oblations into the fire.

They did this just for the sake of pure ghee,
which they wanted for the performance of
sacrifices to elevate themselves to the higher

planetary systems, up to Brahmaloka.

Thereafter, a horse named Uccaihsrava, which
was as white as the moon, was generated. Bali
Maharaja desired to possess this horse, and
Indra, the King of heaven, did not protest, for
he had previously been so advised by the

Supreme Personality of Godhead.

As the next result of the churning, the king of

clephants, named Airavata, was generated.



This elephant was white, and with its four
tusks 1t defied the glories of Kailasa Mountain,
the glorious abode of Lord Siva. Thereafter,
eight great elephants, which could go In any
direction, were generated. They were headed
by Airavana. Eight she-elephants, headed by

Abhramu, were also generated.

Generated thereafter from the great ocean were
the celebrated gems Kaustubha-mani and
Padmaraga-mani. Lord Visnu, to decorate His
chest, desired to possess them. Generated next
was the parnata flower, which decorates the
celestial planets and fulfills the desires of

everyone. Next there appeared the Apsaras



[who are used as prostitutes on the heavenly

planets].

They were fully decorated with golden
ornaments and lockets and were dressed in fine
and attractive clothing. The Apsaras move
very slowly in an attractive style that bewilders

the inhabitants of the heavenly planets.



