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MERCY
INCARNATION

write books on developing love for
Krishna.

By Ambika devi dasi

All glories to Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, the mercy incarnation
for this age of Kali who has the aura
of molten gold, whose beautiful lotus
petal eyes gush tears of ecstasy, who
dances in various pleasing postures,
and who continually sings the glories
of the Lord in great love.

LORD
RAMACHANDRA

He appeared in the holy Dham of
Mayapur in West Bengal to the
pure Brahmin Jagannatha Misra and
Srimati Saci devi on the full moon
eclipse. He induced the local people
to chant the Names of the Lord
from His very appearance, since an
eclipse was observed by chanting
and bathing in the Ganga. As a baby
He cried unless those around him
chanted.

By Ambika devi dasi

The beautiful green incarnation of
Lord Rama appeared to protect the
devotees and sages, to annihilate
the demons harassing them and
to demonstrate the ideal qualities
of a Godly king. The citizens of His
kingdom were so happy that to this
day people speak of the glories of
Rama’s kingdom.
His brother Laksman was His constant
companion. When Mother Sita
was kidnapped by Ravana, Rama
and Laksman gathered an army of
devoted monkey soldiers to rescue
Her. After splitting the ocean with His
eyes red with anger Lord Rama and
His army crossed the ocean on rocks
that floated with the power of His
Holy Name. Together He, Laksman,
the stalwart devotee Hanuman and
the monkeys fought the demonic
King Ravana, along with his mighty
generals and powerful family. They
liberated Sita Devi and jubilantly
returned to rule Ayodhya.

His naughty childhood pastimes
enamoured all.
His brilliance as a student meant that
once He had reached maturity, many
students came to Navadvipa to study
under Him.
Upon His meeting Sri Isvara Puri in
Gaya, ecstatic symptoms appeared
within Him and from that time He
exhibited characteristics of love of
Godhead which could not be hidden.
He instituted congregational chanting
of the Lord’s Holy Name, and flooded
the land with Krsna Prema.
Taking the sannyas order He made His
base Jagannatha Puri.

Valiant, devoted to truth, respectful
to Brahmins, sages and the elderly,
and possessing great wisdom and
compassion, He charmed His citizens
and ensured that all were following
Vedic principles.

While travelling throughout South
India, Vrindavana and Bengal for six
years He preached the glories of the
Holy Name to all castes and creeds.
Wherever He went He induced
people to chant and infused them
with love of Krishna.
Image: deshika.files.wordpress.com

For the final eighteen years of His
appearance, He performed wonderful
pastimes in Puri with His associates.
As He daily danced in street kirtanas
in Puri, unrestricted tears of loving
joy cascaded from His eyes and
bodily transformations took place
for all to see. In this way, His mission
of spreading the glories of the
congregational chanting of the Holy
Names of Krishna was demonstrated,
and His associates spread it
throughout Bengal and Vrindavana.
He empowered various devotees to

Victory to Lord Rama!

Lord Ramachandra (standing at left) with
His brother Lakshmana and His dearmost
servant Hanuman.
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We are blessed with the legacy of
this transcendental literature and of
His instruction that for this age, the
method to attain God consciousness
is to chant His Holy Names. Jaya
Gauranga Mahaprabhu!

ISKCON Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Uvaca
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is also
described by Vrindavana dasa
Thakura, yuga-dharma-palo.
So Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is
described here as channau
kalau. In the Kali-yuga He’s not
appearing as other incarnations,
not like Nrishimhadeva or many,
Vamanadeva, Lord Ramacandra.
He is appearing as a devotee.
Why? Now, this is the most
magnanimous avatara. People
are so foolish, they could not
understand Krishna. When
Krishna said, sarva-dharman
parityajya mam ekam saranam
vraja [Bg. 18.66], they took it:
“Who is this person ordering like
that, sarva-dharman parityajya?
What right?” That is our material
disease. If somebody is ordered to
do something, he protests, “Who
are you to order me?” This is the
position. God Himself, Krishna,
what can He say? He orders, the
Supreme Person, Supreme Being.
He must order. He’s the supreme
controller. He must order. That is
God. But we are so foolish that
when God orders that “You do
this,” we take it otherwise: “Oh,
who is this man? He’s ordering
like that. And sarva-dharman
parityajya, ‘giving up everything’?
Why shall I give Him?” Sarvadharman: “I have created so many
dharmas, ‘isms.’ I shall give it up?
Why shall I give it up?” Therefore
the same Lord came again as
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.
Sri Gaura Purnima SB 7.9.30 –
Mayapur, March 16, 1976

2

THE LIFE OF
A DEVOTEE Krishna Kirtana
dasa
By Govardhana Seva dasa

Krishna Kirtana dasa (KK) became
a devotee some 35 years ago. He
became interested after meeting
the devotees and reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books. He also tried
chanting - one round the first day,
four the following day and 16 on the
third day.
He joined the temple at Darlinghurst
in Sydney, where he became involved
in all services. In 1980 he received
first initiation and later that year
received second initiation. The next
eight years he served as a sankirtana
devotee, fund raising for the Temple,
travelling in Australia and overseas.
A marriage was arranged by temple
authorities, and in 1986 KK married
Malini devi dasi (Malini).
In 1986 he was accepted for initiation
by HH Mukunda Goswami at New
Govardhana.

For the next few years they travelled
to, and worked in Brisbane, trained
bullocks in New Gokula, managed
Govindas in Sydney and Govindas in
Murwillumbah.

ISKCON 50th
Anniversary

By this time KK and Malini had four
sons, all of whom attended the
Gurukula at New Govardhana, and
they have all remained devotees.
Three sons are married to devotees.
Bhisma and Anakula have produced a
grandson, with another expected.

The government of the city of New
York has a good memory. It installed
a metal sign glorifying the incident of
what was probably the first outdoor
mahamantra chant in the West.

By Mukunda Goswami

The plaque is located in Tomkins
Square Park in Manhattan, New
York City on a cyclone fence that
surrounds the elm tree, under which
Srila Prabhupada stood, conducting
the kirtana.

KK and Malini opened a vegetarian
restaurant in Byron Bay in 1995 called
The Piggery, which introduced the
many patrons and staff to Krishna
Consciousness.

The metal sign mentions that date of
the event, and goes on to read that
the poet Allen Ginsberg was present.
Signed by the Mayor of New York City,
the metal plaque includes the logo
of New York’s Park and Recreation
Commission. The visitor also reads
that Hare Krishna people still visit
the location, thus acknowledging the
site’s significance.

At New Govardhana, Malini serves
in the Treasury, and also oversees
Govindas at Burleigh Heads.
In 1998, KK was diagnosed with
renal failure. He was eventually put
on dialysis and underwent a kidney
transplant in 2004 with a kidney
donated by Malini. Unfortunately
the kidney was gradually rejected
and he returned to dialysis. He then
opted for home dialysis four or five
days a week. The six hours connected
to the machine is not wasted, as he
constantly reads, hears and chants.

Second Avenue is also mentioned as
being ISKCON’s USA “headquarters.”
Also written on the stone tablet are
the sixteen words of the mahamanta:
Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna
Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare
Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Photo:Malini devi dasi

All these setbacks have not deterred
KK. He regularly attends the temple
and gives some Srimad Bhagavatam
classes. He is also a member of the
New Govardhana Advisory Board
and the Financial Committee. He
has recently been requested to
co-ordinate the men’s mentorship
programme.

The site has become a place of
pilgrimage for many devotees of
ISKCON. Black and white photos
of the 1966 early kirtana beneath
this tree can be found in many
publications, both printed and
electronic. Sometimes, even in the
21st century, devotees hold chanting
sessions beneath this tree.

Krishna Kirtana, Malini and Family –
Ki Jaya!

New Website

She went on to launch her own webdesign business in 2006.

By Mandakini devi dasi

Working from her home office, she
has completed 80% of the New
Govardhana project assigned to her
by Damodara Pandit dasa.

New Govardhana is well on the
way to boasting a completely new
and updated website. All thanks
to Ramapriya Ramanuja dasi who
relocated to Murwillumbah several
years ago from Sydney.
In 1999 Ramapriya was employed by
Qantas Airlines to create applications
for pilot training using a touch screen.

Says Ramapriya, “I am feeling quite
happy with it so far. I am making
it user-friendly, so that everything
is easy to find. New Govardhana is
about cows; therefore I am reflecting
a country feel, without giving up a
clean user interface”.

Photo: Devaprastha dasa

Krsna Kirtana dasa at home on dialysis.

The plaque fixed on metal poles, which
holds a fence surrounding Hare Krishna
Tree, in Tompkins Square Park, New
York City.
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By Mandakini devi dasi

On Tuesday, 27 January 2015 Padma
devi dasi attended a prize-winning
ceremony at ISKCON’s Sydney temple.
Three weeks earlier she had been
informed that her essay submitted for
the first national Bhagavad-gita Essay
Competition had been selected as
one of the top three essays. So it was
off to Sydney with a 33% chance of
winning first prize. On the eve of the
ceremony Padma received the award,
which included a $10,000 cheque.
The competition was offered to all
university students across Australia
and had been advertised in most
universities. The organisers of
the competition, which consisted
primarily of disciples of HH Bhakti
Caru Maharaja, said that they had
received over 200 submissions from
various parts of Australia. Plans are
now underway for offering the same
competition in 2015, but this one will
be offered internationally and will
be available for anyone to enter. The
prize money will remain the same.
Padma, who is still coming to terms
with the fact that she won the
competition, says that the greatest

Interview with
Madhava Prabhu
by Kisori devi dasi

benefit from her winning first prize is
that she can now better promote her
authorship. Padma has plans to write
and publish several books on Krishna
conscious topics. Some of these are
psychological topics such as the role
of consciousness in behaviour; the
process of material conditioning; the
jiva‘s interaction with the material
energy; and relationships according to
quality of consciousness. Says Padma,
“Vedic literatures such as Bhagavadgita and Srimad Bhagavatam are
full of what may be described as
‘psychological knowledge’. But
traditionally such knowledge is not
presented in a style which today’s
ordinary population is familiar with.

Image: bingimages.comcom

Q1. Please tell me something about
yourself.
1. I was born on the island of
Mauritius. My parents became

Padma devi dasi received her first prize
cheque from one of the main competiton
organisers, Satya Armstrong, at the
Sydney temple recently.

One of the reasons why many people
do not read scriptures is that they
do not see how scriptural knowledge
is relevant to themselves or to their
own behaviour. So my goal is to write
and publish in a manner that will
enable today’s population to see the
relevance of Vedic teachings to their
own lives. If I also manage to create
for them some genuine interest
in Krishna, then my work will be
complete”.

Upon returning from Sydney, Padma
was interviewed by Murwillumbah’s
The Weekly newspaper. Her article
appeared in The Weekly edition on
Thursday, 5 February. (Two misquotes
in the article were addressed by
Padma in a published Letter to the
Editor in the following issue).

Padma also wants to publish books
on the three modes of material
nature, environmental health,
sociological issues and some of the
basic teachings in cosmology.

Information about this year’s
international Bhagavad -gita essay
competition can be viewed at: http://
bgasitisessay.com.au

devotees when I was 5 years old. As
far as I remember, they were always
actively engaged in the temple and
still are. We also had our own home
altar. I chanted 4 rounds of Hare
Krishna maha mantra every day from
the age of five to thirteen. When I
was nine, one of the ISKCON gurus
named me Madhava and my sister
Madhavi, after our home Deities
Radha Madhava.

2000 I lived in the UK where I started
to do kirtana with Sivarama Swami.
He would invite me to Hungary,
England and Ireland several times a
year. I worked as a carpenter during
those years, and I would travel
the weekends.

Q2. How did you end up becoming a
kirtaneer?

HG Madhava Prabhu.

Photo: Radha Vinodini devi dasi

BHAGAVAD- GITA
FIRST PRIZE
WINNER

2. When I was 18, I asked my parents
to send me to Vrindavan. I wanted
to join the 24-hour kirtana. It was
the early 90’s and its director Aindra
dasa, trained me. He forcibly gave
me the understanding to chant and
follow sadhana, as I was a rebellious
teenager at the time, only interested
in the musical aspect of our culture.
Every day he pounded hard on my
ego till a year later I submitted. He
literally made me. Yet, in the year

Padma’s winning essay can be viewed
at: gitaessay.com/Gita.pdf

Congratulations Padma!

Q3. Do you have any other services
that you perform?
4. Serving Sri Hari Nama in kirtana is
the only thing I do right now.
Q4. Where is home for you?
5. My wife and I live in Switzerland.
Q5. What are your goals both for
yourself and the movement?
7. For myself, I hope to come to the
stage of chanting 24 hours a day –
always remembering Krishna and
never forgetting Him. Prabhupada
is still guiding his ISKCON, and I just
hope that my insignificant attempt
and the different services of all the
others please him.
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50 Years 50 Cows

1966

2016

Help New Govardhana achieve a
milestone for Srila Prabhbhupada
by having all the cows at New
Govardhana sponsored by 2016. Your
committment to cow protection will
not only please Srila Prabhupada, but
will ensure the blessings of Go Mata
upon you and your family.

Photo: Trevor Gore

We are pleased to announce a unique
and fulfilling way for you to personally
be involved in the momentous
occasion of the 50th Anniversary
of ISKCON.
Left: Urvasi devi dasi with Govardhana and
Radhika.

SPECIAL OFFER
New Govardhana’s ISKCON 50th ANNIVERSARY “50/50 Golden Sponsorships”
During 2015 and 2016 you will be eligible to receive a 2–Year Full Sponsorship for the very special price of $50 per
month. There are a limited number of 50/50 Sponsorships available, so don’t miss out by contacting Urvasi devi dasi
on 0403 977 777 as soon as possible. The names of the first 50 sponsors will be included on a special 50th Anniversary
commerative plaque that will take pride of place in the new goshala. The money raised from the 50/50 Golden
Sponsorships will go towards the building of a new goshala.

HEALTHY MOO
15-month-old Moo, affectionate
pet of Sue Fulton and family from
Fernvale, suddenly became very ill
recently and could no longer eat
or walk. When the vet suggested
contacting the devotees for a sling
to lift him, they did this. (Without
getting a sick calf up, they usually
die.) Gita Govinda devi dasi gave Sue
the sling, and maintained contact
throughout Moo’s ordeal. Though the
vet gave him antibiotics, as the days
went by, he was not improving and
she thought he would depart.
However, Sue and her family did
everything possible to take care of
Moo. A tractor was used to lift him in
the sling for half an hour twice daily.
Moo was massaged all over, flies were
kept away from him and his legs were
exercised. He was given water and
Vitamin C by syringe.

Photo: Holly Fulton

By Ambika devi dasi

Sue Fulton feeds 15-month-old Moo an apple snack as he “stands” in the sling loaned
by the New Govardhana goshala team. If cows remain “down” for too long, they give
up the fight for life, so it is essential that this kind of treatment takes place.

After a few days, he perked up. Soon he began to take his own weight, to eat a
little and attempt to walk.
To the relief of all those who nurtured him with such affection, he has now
recovered. Sue is grateful for the use of the sling, and very glad to have a
healthy Moo.
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Paper
Plate
Wastage?

Greha Pravesh
By Mandakini devi dasi

A serious problem has developed
in the prasadam area involving the
use of compostable paper plates.
Approximately 7500 paper plates
are being used each month at a cost
of around $10,000 per year, just for
the prasadam area alone. One of
the major problems is that people
are using the paper plates to take
the prasadam off the Farm, using a
further plate to act as a cover. For
example, a person was recently seen
leaving the temple area carefully
balancing three plates of prasadam,
each covered with another paper
plate. A total of six plates!

Some suggestions already received
are:

This ancient Vedic ritual
acknowledges the owners as the
temporary caretakers of the home,
and petitions the Lord to kindly
always dwell within as the Proprietor.

Also visiting from Auckland, while
on their way to India, were friends
Madhava Sangini devi dasi and
husband Arjuna dasa, who lent
their musical talents to the spirited
kirtanas.
A splendid feast was served and
relished as Sulabha dasa enthralled
the guests with poignant and soulful
strains from his sitar.

Photo: Cardamom Pod

Visiting from Auckland, New Zealand,
for the ceremony were Kisori’s
parents, initiated devotees, Draupadi
devi dasi and Ranganath dasa.

Raw rose and cherry slice and raw Turkish
delight truffle, both vegan, organic,
gluten-free and refined sugar-free

Photos: www.facebook.com

Gaura and Manju combined their
creative talents to set about
refurbishing the interior with
innovative design. A striking feature
wall displays a massive picture
of Their Lordships, Sri Sri Radha
Govardhanadhari.

Altar at the new home of
Nrisimhananda dasa and Kisori
devi dasi.

1. There should be a charge for each
plate, which should be sold at the
prasadam area.

Unique breakfast dishes, prepared
by alimentary connoisseur Manju,
are available on weekends. These
special treats include healthy, mouthwatering dishes such as Organic
Pumpkin Protein Pancakes, Organic
Acai Bowl – comprising home-made
gluten-free macadamia and apricot
granola, activated nuts, seeds,
buckinis and mango crème.
Fancy a Big Pod Breakfast? You’ll
enjoy sweet potato, kale, quinoa
croquettes with homemade baked
beans, avocado, artisan sourdough
toast, rocket tomato salsa and baked
ricotta. (Vegan option also available).

2. Only one plate should be allowed
per person.
3. Take-away prasadam is only
allowed in containers provided by the
patrons and only after everyone at
the feast has been served with their
meal.

Cardamom Pod owners, Phalguna
dasa, Subhadra dasa, Manjumedha
devi dasi and Gaura Shakti devi dasi
relocated to new premises at 1/2685,
Gold Coast Highway, Broadbeach in
November last year. The new location
is prime, as it fronts on to a park.
With head chef Kesava Reciuga at the
helm, The Pod is open for business
seven days a week.

The Greha Pravesh yajna, conducted
by priest Govinda Caran dasa,
continued as devotees chanted
exuberantly. More than 50 devotees
and friends attended.

In the name of economics this should
stop. People making a practice of
taking prasadam off the Farm should
be bringing their own containers. It
would also be appreciated if people
would bring their own plates instead
of relying on the paper plates at the
feasts. Some steel plates and cups
were bought for use in the prasadam
area but unfortunately many of these
have gone missing.

Despite notices being posted around
the prasadam area about the above
problems, the use of paper plates
is escalating. Any suggestions from
readers to solve this serious problem
would be appreciated.

By Mandakini devi dasi

On 31 January 2015, accompanied by
the auspicious sound of a conch shell
and the chanting of mantras, Kisori
devi dasi, husband Nrsimhananda
dasa and children, Nimai and
Gaurapriya entered their new
residence at Riva Vue, Murwillumbah.

By Govardhana Seva dasa

Another problem is the disposing
of the paper plates after the feasts.
The bins very quickly fill up, causing
further difficulties. While the plates
are fully compostable they cannot be
used alone for compost, they need to
be mixed in small quantities with the
other compost.

New Restaurant
Rocks!

Govinda Carana dasa conducts yajna.

Out of 264 popularity reviews, the
Cardamom Pod ranks at an impressive
number nine.
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Deity Photos: Indranila Devi Dasi-Ingrid

Snapshots

Harinama Photos: Natalie Fairbairn

L to R. Sri Sri Radha Govardhanadhari and Lord Nityananda in Their new outfits
offered on Nityananda Trayodasi 2015.

Ariel Patillo, who recently celebrated his
19th birthday, is a regular participant
on the harinamas organised by New
Govardhana each week.

“This fella just came and bought two
large books: ‘Cooking with Kurma’ and
‘Science of Self Realisation’. You know
the bhaktas are waiting to connect with
Krishna. Sometimes we just have to be
there,” says Parama Karuna dasa.

Asami Minamiura, one of the
Krishna Village residents, is always
enthusiastic about kirtana and
attends harinama each week.

Dustadura dasa, being very creative
recently while out on harinama.

CORRECTION
On page five of the February 2015 edition of The Conch, the third paragraph of the article entitled “Sitala Devi Dasi’ should have read as
follows: “Since joining ISKCON in 1970, Sitala has been actively engaged in a variety of services, especially in the area of Deity worship.
This includes carving, making outfits and helping with installations. Sitala has given many interesting seminars and classes about ISKCON
Gaudiya acharyas. She also plans to write a book about Narottama dasa Thakura.” We apologise for the error.

Photo: Natalie Fairbairn

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The Conch is your community
newsletter, and we invite you to
submit articles for publication.
Articles should be 300 words or
less and supplied in MS Word via
email to newgovconch@gmail.
com. Photographs must be
in JPG format. Please provide
the name of the author and

the photographer. Anonymous
submissions will not be published.
Deadline is the 12th of each
month. Occasionally a submission
could be held over to a later
edition. All submissions may be
edited, proofread or rejected
without notice.

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Damodara Pandit dasa, Govardhana Seva dasa,
Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP),
Mandakini devi dasi, Urvasi devi dasi (layout
and graphic design).
For enquiries, comments or suggestions,
contact: newgovconch@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events

His Holiness Bhanu Swami is
returning to New Govardhana
Wednesday, 11 March till Friday, 13
March. Check website for further details.

Photos: www.facebook.com

4.30 am
Mangala Arati
7.30 am
Greeting the Deities
8.00 am
Reading from 		
		Chaitanya 		
		Charitamrita
3.40 pm
Vailalika bhoga 		
offering
		
4.00 pm
Vailalika arati
4.15 pm
Abhisheka
5.25 - 6.05 pm Lord Chaitanya 		
		
dressed while 		
Gurukula students
		
		sing bhajans
5.40 pm
Class by HH Mukunda
		Goswami
6.30 pm
Gaura Arati
Opening Gifts for
7.00 pm
HH Janananda Goswami
Lord 		
Chaitanya
31 Mar - 8 Apr. Check website
Feast
7.20 pm
for further details.

March Calendar
(from Vaishnava calendar www.vaisnavacalendar.com)

2 Mon		
		
3 Tue		
5 Thu		
		
6 Fri		
14 Sat		
17 Tue		
18 Wed		
		
25 Wed		
29 Sun		
sunset)
31 Tue		
[1 Apr Wed

Sri Madhavendra Puri – Disappearance
Fasting for Amalaki vrata Ekadasi
Dvadasi breakfast 8.03 am – 10.51 am
Gaura Purnima: Appearance of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
(Fast till moonrise)
Festival of Jagannatha Misra
Sri Srivasa Pandita – Appearance
Ekadasi (Suitable for Fasting)
Dvadasi breakfast 6.48 am – 7.27 am
Sri Govinda Ghosh – Appearance
Sri Ramanujacarya-Appearance
Rama Navami: Appearance of Lord Sri Ramachandra (Fast till
Fasting for Kamada Ekadasi
Dvadasi breakfast 6.56 am – 10.52 am]
© 2015 The Conch copyright of New Govardhana

His Grace Madhava Prabhu is back! Mark
these dates in your calender and join us to
celebrate the chanting of the Holy Name.
Check website for further details.

Harinama
Sankirtana ki jaya

Photo: Natalie Fairbairn

Sri Gaura Purnima - Thursday, 5 March
2015. Check website for more details.

Wednesdays 10.30 am

Byron Bay harinama at the park
opposite the Post Office. For
further details and transport
information, contact
Parama Karuna dasa
0439 280 362

Friday Evenings 6.30 pm

Bhakti Centre Surfers Paradise
bhakticentregoldcoast.com.au

Sunday Mornings

Northern NSW & Gold Coast
folkrishna.com/program.htm
Isvara dasa 0411 825 549
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