February 2016

krishnafarm.com

The Conch
www.conch.org.au

“Lord Sri Krishna and Arjuna blew their celestial
conches to rally and enthuse the devotees.”

Newsletter

New Govardhana Community

Dedicated to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Be Part of ISKCON’s 5oth Anniversary Celebrations

Grammy Award Nomination
Bhakti without borders

Teaching in Taiwan
Mandakini goes east

50th Anniversary

Keep The Conch in print!
Donate a gold coin at the
Temple Shop.

Plan Big Now!

Srila Prabhupada Uvaca + Upcoming Events + Snapshots

The Appearance
of Lord
Varahadeva
Brahma started wondering what to
do and how to retrieve Earth when
a small form of a boar came out of
his nostril, no bigger than the top
of a thumb. However, immediately
the boar became gigantic, filling the
whole sky.
The Vedas are the breath of the
Lord and Brahma had inhaled this
breath being the original student of
the Vedas. Varaha appeared from
Brahma’s breath and is considered to
be the personified Vedas.
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By Kisori devi dasi

Lord Varaha invokes His weapons to defeat the demon Hiranyaksa.

“The 50th is the most important milestone
in ISKCON that many of us may live to see.

Brahma and other great brahmanas
began to discuss and consider
whether this boar was the Lord.
Varaha immediately confirmed this
thinking with a loud roar and then a
second roar to enthuse them further.

(Romapada Dasa)

Purport

Then Brahma and all the sages began
chanting the Hare Krishna maha
mantra. Varaha roared again in
pleasure hearing the chanting, thus
making the devotees happy.
Varaha then entered the ocean and
searched for Earth by smell as he had
appeared in a hog’s body. He had a
luminous glance and glittering white
tusks. Lord Varaha’s skin, eyes, and
body hair holes are all different parts
of the Vedas. He is the personified
form of the Vedic hymns, in particular
the gayatri mantra.
After placing Earth afloat on the
ocean, he turned around to fight with
Hiranyaksa who had been verbally
abusing Him and was desperate
to fight with a worthy opponent.
After a fitting battle, Varaha cut off
Hiranyaksa’s head with His disc.
Varahadeva’s Appearance Day is on
19 February this year on a Dvadasi.
Fasting is observed on the Ekadasi.
(Sources Srimad Bhagavatam 3:13:18)

Cover artwork by Urvasi devi dasi.
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Hearing these roars, great sages from
the higher planets started chanting
auspiciously from the three Vedas
as they could understand that it was
indeed the Lord.

ISKCON Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Uvaca
Translation
Although the great activities
and transcendental qualities
of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead’s various incarnations
are wonderfully described,
sometimes we are unable to
understand them. Yet everything
is possible for Lord Visnu. If one
could count the atoms of the
universe, then he could count
the qualities of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. But no
one can count the atoms of the
universe, nor can anyone count
the transcendental qualities of
the Lord.

The Lords glorious activities
referred to in this connection
took place after His personal
bodyguards Jaya and Vijaya
became Daityas, having been
cursed by the great sages Sanaka,
Sanatana, Sanat-kumara and
Sanandana. Jaya, as Hiranyaksa,
had to fight with Varahadeva,
and that same Varahadeva is
mentioned in regard to the
Raivata millennium. The fighting,
however, took place during
the reign of the first Manu,
Svayambhuva.
Therefore according to some
authorities there are two Varahas.
According to others, however,
Varaha appeared during the
regime of Svayambhuva Manu
and stayed in the water until
that of Raivata Manu. Some may
doubt that this could be possible,
but the answer is that everything
is possible. If one could count
the atoms within the universe,
one could count the qualities of
Lord Vishnu. But the atoms of
the universe are impossible for
anyone to count, and similarly no
one can count the transcendental
qualities of the Lord.
(From the Srimad Bhagavatam
8.5.6)
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Every ISKCON
centre must plan
big for the 50th
anniversary

of exhibition panels that can be used
effectively during festival days to
educate people about ISKCON.

Appeal by the 50th
Anniversary Global Office
to mark the official start of
worldwide celebrations
“It is the responsibility of
every single ISKCON centre
to celebrate and express true
gratitude to Srila Prabhupada
during the 50th anniversary of his
remarkable journey to the West
and his incorporation of ISKCON,”
commented Gauri dasa, who is
also a member of the International
Executive Committee for the 50th.
“It is thus the incumbent
responsibility of every leader in
ISKCON to be a champion of ISKCON
50, inspiring every heart and every
temple to do wonderful things to
mark the occasion.”
By ISKCON 50 Global Office

The 50th anniversary year of ISKCON
starts from 1st January 2016, with
many historical events scheduled all
over the world. The Global Office for
the 50th Anniversary has requested
temples all over the world to
participate enthusiastically by holding
local and national events that can
accelerate the preaching mission of
Srila Prabhupada.
“The 50th Anniversary offers a oncein-a-life time opportunity that
provides us a unique chance to get
the public of every country in the
world to recognize Prabhupada’s
achievements and the growth and
contribution of his society that
changed the face of the planet,” said
Anuttama dasa, GBC Minister for
Communications who is part of the
International Executive Committee
for the 50th Anniversary. “While
celebrating this important milestone,
we can also educate people
about ISKCON and appreciate the
contribution of devotees who have
worked hard in the last 50 years to
spread the Sankirtana movement.”
The Global Office has asked temples
around the world to ‘50ise’ all their
general festivals, and to arrange at
least one major stand-alone event in
2016 to commemorate the
50th anniversary.

After the success of the events to
mark Prabhupada’s Jaladuta yatra in
Kolkata, Colombo, Cochin and Boston,
many exciting events have been
planned around the world.
“Events include a big celebration in
Mumbai in February, a mega-event at
the Sydney Opera House, receptions
at the European Parliament in
Brussels and the House of Commons
in the UK, an academic conference
in Harvard, 50 Padayatras by the
Padayatra Ministry, interfaith
meetings, youth festivals and kirtana
melas,” explained Pancharatna dasa,
a senior disciple of Prabhupada, who
is also a member of the International
Executive Committee for ISKCON 50.
“The World Holy Name Week will
move from October 2016 to August to
mark the 50th anniversary of the very
first public Harinama procession led
by Prabhupada from the storefront of
Matchless Gifts to Washington Square
Park in New York in 1966. We expect
many more events to be announced
as we move into 2016.”
The Global Office will be releasing a
series of posters, banners and other
creatives in January. This will be
followed by the release of the 50th
anniversary magazine and a special
film showcasing the achievements
of ISKCON in the last 50 years. The
Global Office is also creating a series

“We urge every temple to visit our
website to download our special
posters,” said Romapada dasa,
International Coordinator for the
50th Anniversary. “Every temple
should form a local Committee to
plan their 50th events, and appoint
a devotee who will manage local
communication with the media and
other stakeholders. Please organise
at least one major event in 2016 to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary.
Of course temples can organise more
than one event if they have
the resources.”
The Global Office has also requested
all temples to ‘50ise’ their regular
festivals such as Janmastami, Ratha
Yatra, Gaura Purnima and Rama
Navami by:
a. Using the 50th anniversary logo
on all invitations, press releases,
literature and public messages
b. Showing the 50th anniversary film,
the Joy of Devotion, at every regular
festival (film under production)
c. Displaying the ISKCON 50
Exhibition (A0 panels that can be
printed locally) in your temple
premises during regular festivals
d. Distributing the ISKCON 50 special
magazine during regular festivals
e. Staging special 50thanniversary
plays such as ‘Swamiji at Sea’ the
scripts for which can be downloaded
from our website: www.iskcon50.org
“The 50th is the most important
milestone in ISKCON that many
of us may live to see,” concluded
Romapada dasa. “Let’s make good
use of this unique opportunity to
glorify Prabhupada and to spread the
Sankirtana movement. We should all
start to ‘think 50 and act 50’!”
ISKCON centres are requested
to write to Romapada dasa,
International Coordinator, 50th
anniversary at romapada@iskcon50.
org and provide details of events they
have planned.

THINK 50! Act 50!
International Coordination Team
ISKCON 50th Anniversary Celebrations
Mobile:+91 (0) 997 993 3880
Email: info@iskcon50.org
Web: www.iskcon50.org
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By Damodara Pandit dasa

Bhakti Without Borders, a charity
kirtana album featuring mostly
second generation ISKCON singers,
has been nominated for a Grammy –
the biggest music recognition award
in the United States. The album
features local Murwillumbah resident
and New Govardhana Gurukula
alumni Mallika Des Fours. Brisbane
devotee youngster Ananda-Amrita
Shakir also contributed a track on the
CD as did Sydney favourite Carmella
Gitanjali Baynie.

It’s also the first time an ISKCON
devotee has been nominated. Havi
dasa won a Latin Grammy in 2010,
but the prize was for a Venezuelan
folk music album, and the Latin
Grammys are a completely separate
awards to the U.S. version.
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Local devotees
Get Grammy
Nomination

Album art of Bhakti without Borders CD.

It’s only the third time a kirtana
album has ever been nominated,
following Jai Uttal’s “Mondo Rama” in
2004, and Krishna Das “Live Ananda”
in 2013 (neither won).
However it’s the first time an album
entirely in the Gaudiya Vaishnava
tradition, featuring only traditional
Sanskrit or Bengali bhajanas, has
been nominated. Songs include
Radhe Jai Jai Madhava Dayite, Namo
Maha Vadanyaya, Bhaja Govindam
and Jagannathastakam.

The album has been nominated in the
Best New Age Album category, along
with four other artists.

Bhakti Without Borders is also unique
in that 100% of its profits go towards
helping underprivileged girls in Lord
Krishna’s hometown of Vrindavana,
UP, India.
“I couldn’t believe it when I woke
up to a text saying we had been
nominated,” says Madi Brinkman,
who came up with the idea for
the album and sings on it with 11
Vaishnavi co-vocalists. “I thought I
was being pranked! I had to go check
for myself.” Coincidentally Madi is
married to Subhadra Brinkman
(nee Evans) who also grew up on
New Govardhana.

Teaching in
Taiwan
Preaching Krishna Consciousness in
a largely atheistic, impersonal and
demigod worshiping society who
shun organised religion is a special
skill. Devotees in the province of
Taiwan are yielding positive results
with a well- established and easily
digestible approach.
The pioneers in this field have
determined that success will surely
reach the inner core of the population
with the regular distribution of lunch

Mandakini teaches Taichung devotees
how to make deity outfits. This is the first
time they have been made loally.

boxes, spiritual books and Harinama.
However, particularly by offering
Hatha-yoga classes, the devotees
experience a high success rate and
respectful reciprocation with the
people. Divya Purusha dasa also
makes tangible devotional inroads in
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By Mandakini devi dasi

Sunday Srimad Bhagavatam class at ISKCON Taichung. This temple is entirely managed
by the women.

this area by offering popular courses
on Astrology twice a year.
Several yoga classes each week take
place at the largest Iskcon centre
in the country, which is located in
Taichung. The practice is followed
by melodious call and response
Hare Krishna mantra meditation.
Many participants move on to more
involvement in spiritual life.
Presiding Deities Sri Sri Gaura Nitai
oversee a group of enthusiastic
devotees in a large, well-maintained
fourth floor area of an office building
which includes an impressive
restaurant space.
The highlight of our trip to Taiwan
was the visit to the local prison to
minister to the convicts. One of
the devotees, Payee (who spent a
month at New Govardhana one year
ago) works in the hospital there
dispensing medicine.

Six hundred shaven-headed, grey-clad
men filed into a huge auditorium and
listened intently as dynamic temple
president Jahnava devi dasi expertly
delivered her very wise system of
preaching, ‘in like a needle and out
like a plough’. She was accompanied
by Niranjana Maharajah and local
devotees who soon had the inmates
clapping and chanting.
Taiwanese devotees are most kind
and welcoming and are always keen
to hear philosophical discourses from
overseas visitors.
Taiwan temple authorities are
considering a group tour for at least
10 devotees to visit New Govardhana
in the not too distant future.
We look forward to their spirited
association and offer them a very
warm welcome.
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Gurukula
Students’
Pilgrimage to
Vrindavana
By Shyam Sakhi devi dasi

On the 22 November the senior
students embarked on their end of
year pilgrimage to Sri Vrindavana
Dham. Excited, nervous, inspired and
enthused, the students entered the
bus while saying good-bye to their
families for two weeks.

Photos Supplied by BVS Gurukula

In Vrindavana we stayed at the
Melbourne house which was very
conveniently located near the
Krishna-Balarama temple. Each day
of our stay was filled with various
spiritual activities like parikramas,
kirtans, temple programs, meeting
various devotees and exploring the
many places of the Vraja area.

(Above left) Students meet with Jaipur king. (Above right) A boat ride on the Yamuna.

Vrindavana Gurukula. Our highlight in
Nandagram was engaging in the Braj
Care project run by Bhanu-nandini
devi dasi, through which we were
able to meet a local independent
school aimed at educating girls,
and children with disabilities. Our
students had an amazing experience
there. They gave gifts to the students
of Nandagram and had the chance to
hear traditional Vrajabasi bhajanas
and engage in spiritual dancing.
On our last day we went for
Govardhana parikrama. The students
were very enthusiastic to finish the
whole parikrama, however a little bit
more than half way through we were
stopped by torrents of rain, thunder
and lightning. Although we were sad
we could not finish the parikrama,
the experience of seeing Govardhana
Hill so close up under such weather
was worth every minute.
We ended that day with a short
meeting with Sacinandana Swami and
then watched a fireworks display in
Vrindavana.
The day we were leaving, the
students were enchanted by a new

set of Pancha Tattva deities. The
students collected their Deities whilst
performing harinama sankirtana. The
Deities new home is the Senior School
classroom where They are already
being worshipped on a daily basis.
The last two days of our stay in India
we visited Jaipur, where we had the
opportunity to see the original deities
of the Gosvamis such as RadhaGovindaji and Radha-Gopinathaji.
The students also met with one of the
kings of Jaipur who gave them a firstclass demonstration of how a royal
turban is made and worn by
the kings.
All in all, the two-week pilgrimage
was a success! The students were
happily engaged in various devotional
activities while still having a lot of fun
with their classmates.
We would like to wholeheartedly
thank all the devotees and friends
who have supported the students’
trip to Vrindavana Dham.
We feel blessed to be able to facilitate
such inspiring experiences for the
devotee children.

Karuna Shakti with a newborn calf at the
Krishna Balarama Mandir goshalla.

On the first day we sought blessings
from Gopesvar Mahadeva and
Yamuna Devi in order to grant us
permission to enter Vrindavana.
Highlights of our pilgrimage
included completing the Vrindavana
parikrama, a two-hour boat ride
on the river Yamuna while singing
kirtana, hearing many pastimes of
Krishna and our visit to the main
temples of Vrindavana.
In Varshana, the highlight was visiting
the secret cave of Srimati Radharani,
in which She would hide when angry
at Krishna. Furthermore, we had the
good fortune of visiting Nandagram,
under the guidance of Krishna
Murari Goswami, who was born in
Nandagram and studies at the ISKCON

Gurukula students and teachers chanting the Holy Names in Vrindavana.
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Damodara Pandit dasa

This year the Bhaktivedanta Swami
Gurukula (Hare Krishna School)
began a Careers Program for the
Year 9 students. The program aims to
provide direction and focus for senior
students as they begin the transition
from school to work.

compiled for future reference and
follows up when choosing vocational
educational training (VET) courses,
work experience and academic
pathways.

Photo: Damodara Pandit dasa

School to Work
Program

Design workshop at Kingscliff TAFE.

During term 4, 2015 the year 9
students had three lessons which
introduced basic vocational
foundations. Students were involved
in discussions and presentations
about the various types of
vocations. The aim was to introduce
a balanced vision for the students
which combined spiritual wisdom
with the dharmic and practical
outlook needed for transitioning
into responsible adult life. We had
a few exemplary members of the

community visit the class and present
their own work-life / careers.
All students completed an online
vocational inventory or careers
test. The results of these tests
provide a basic understanding of
the types of vocation students
may be inclined towards. After
completing the test all students had
a personal consultation with our
careers adviser about their personal
direction. This information is

An internationally famous, multiaward winning Iranian actress
recently visited New Govardhana
along with an Australian-award
winning film-maker, Faramarz-alKahder.

Photo: Faramarz-al-Kahder

By Kisori devi dasi

Book Distribution Fever

Fatemeh Motamed-Arya, one of
the most significant actresses of
Iranian cinema, came to Brisbane in
early December to attend an award
ceremony.

(Left to right) Aravinda dasa, Mandakini
devi dasi and Fatemeh Motamed-Arya,
who recently visited New Govardhana.

Fellow Iranian Faramarz, who now
lives in Australia, decided to show
Fatemeh the sights. He contacted
his friends Mandakini devi dasi and
Aravinda dasa, who are involved in
the film industry, and have known
Faramarz for 10 years.

She is also very well-known in India
and has rubbed shoulders with the
Dalai Lama and the Iranian President.

Fatemeh, nicknamed Simin, along
with being a famous actress, is
an activist in Iran for preservation
of culture and has spiritual and
charitable inclinations.
She carries around in her handbag a
dainty little trinket box which has a
cover picture of Radha-Krsna and is
broad-minded about spiritualism.

The year 9 class also had a careers
excursion where they visited the
Kingscliff TAFE. The students had a
personalised tour of the TAFE during
their annual open day on November
19, 2015. Especially notable was the
talks in the construction workshop,
the motor mechanical workshop
and the IT/design classroom. The
partnership with the TAFE opens a
number of VET and careers options
for our students.
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Famous Iranian
actress
visits New
Govardhana

The students were also guided
in developing their own personal
resumes. These resumes can be used
by the students if they wish to seek
holiday or after school work and will
be expanded as students develop
more skills and experience.

After having a lovely prasadam meal
at Mandakini and Aravinda’s home,
they visited New Govardhana and
she was enchanted by it. Kirtana was
going on inside the temple and they
absorbed the peaceful atmosphere.
Simin expressed a strong desire
to return to New Govardhana and
plans to return and rent a cabin on
the farm for a few weeks.
Movies Simin has starred in include,
Here Without Me, Nabat, Tales and
The Blue-Veiled.

Congratulations to all the sincere
devotees who worked extra hard
during the month of December
distributing Srila Prabhupada’s
books for the December
Marathon!
The book distributors included
His Grace Vijay Prabhu, Rupa
Raghunatha dasa, Padma dasi,
Lalita Gopika dasi, Jhulan dasi,
Radha Priya devi dasi and
Bhaktine Carly, Caranaravinda
dasa, Parama Karuna dasa,
Hrishikesha dasa, Bhakta Ariel,
and many others!
Also, Sastra Caksus dasa is now
here, selling full sets of Srimad
Bhagavatam, some being sold
right here in our shop.
As we focus on ISKCON’s 50th
anniversary in 2016, let’s make
it bigger and better! May the
devotees continue to be inspired
all year to dedicate themselves to
this very pleasing service.
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By Mandakini devi dasi

Manibandha Gopal dasa took up
residence at New Govardhana on
December 12, 2015, and will remain
here for at least six months.
After joining ISKCON in the eighties,
he accepted the position of Vice
President in Perth, Western Australia,
in 1995. He became Temple President
in 1999, a position that he held for
four years.
While working as a hospital orderly
for 11 years in Perth, Manibandha
took the opportunity to complete a
course in Sociology.
He is married to Carsni devi dasi and
they have a 25 year-old daughter
Kalindi.
In a couple of months Carsni will
be joining her husband at New

His Holiness
Niranjana
Swami visits New
Govardhana

Photo supplied by Manibandha Gopal dasa

Welcome to New
Govardhana!

By Damodara Pandit dasa

Few devotees in Australia know
of Niranjana Swami but they did
get a little taste when he visited in
December.
Manibandha Gopal dasa driving the
Ratha Cart at Freemantle, WA 2015.

Govardhana with the view to settling
permanently in the community.
With his previous hospital experience,
Manibandha has successfully applied
for the position of carer for New
Govardhana resident Satya dasi.
He is at present assisting with the
Deity services, in particular, cooking
and aratis.

Maharaja’s main inspiration to visit
was to see his good friend Mukunda
Goswami, who is now recovering
from surgery.
However while he was visiting New
Govardhana locals were blessed by an
evening chanting session and morning
class. Devotees now understand
why Niranjana Swami is so popular
globally. His class and kirtana are very
powerful, but also display a deep
compassion and sweetness.

Vastu
Consultant
By Mandakini devi dasi

A warm welcome is extended to
Shastra Caksus dasa who is staying at
New Govardhana until June.

He is also looking forward to travelling
to Ecuador this year to advise the
temple management on various
Vastu issues.

Photo: www.googleimages.com

After his sojourn at the farm, he will
travel on to Taiwan, which he visits
twice a year, to preach and give
popular discourses on his area of
expertise.

(Above) Shatra Caksus dasa, (Below)
Shastra Caksus lecturing on Vastu.
Photos supplied by Shastra Caksus dasa

He is continuing his service as a Vastu
consultant here and also worshiping
the Deities.

His Holiness Niranjana Swami recently
visited his dear friend His Holiness
Mukunda Goswami at New Govardhana.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The Conch is your community
newsletter, and we invite you to
submit articles for publication.
Articles should be 300 words or
less and supplied in MS Word via
email to newgovconch@gmail.
com. Photographs must be
in JPG format. Please provide
the name of the author and

the photographer. Anonymous
submissions will not be published.
Deadline is the 12th of each
month. Occasionally a submission
could be held over to a later
edition. All submissions will be
edited, proofread or rejected
without notice.

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Damodara Pandit dasa, Govardhana Seva dasa,
Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP), Mandakini
devi dasi, Urvasi devi dasi (layout and graphic
design).
For enquiries, comments or suggestions,
contact: newgovconch@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events Snapshots

Photos: Trevor Gore

Janananda Goswami
30 January - 3 February

HH Mahavishnu Swami distributes books
on the Gold Coast.

HH Prahladananda Swami accepts
prasadam at the Sunday feast.

Mallika Crosland shows her mehendi
painted palms.
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Sri Sri Radha Govardhanadhari’s first
Lotus Festival.

Srimad Bhagavatam Classes
30 & 31 January, 1, 2, 3 & 4
February
An Afternoon with the Swami:
Bhagavad-Gita Class
Saturday, 30 January from 4.30pm
at The Retreat followed by a feast
Sunday Feast / Initiations
Sunday, 31 January
Vyasa Puja Program, Yoga Hall,
Krishna Village
Monday, 1 February from
10.00am

Sankirtana ki jaya!
Service at New Govardhana is joyfully
performed by all.

February Calendar
(from Vaishnava calendar www.vaisnavacalendar.com)

5 Fri
6 Sat
13 Sat

15 Mon
16 Tue
17 Wed
18 Thu
19 Fri
20 Sat
22 Mon
28 Sun

Fasting for Sat-tila Ekadasi
Dvadasi: Break fast 6.21 – 6.39 am
Srimati Vishnupriya Devi – Appearance
Sarasvati Puja
Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura– Disappearance
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Goswami - Appearance
Sri Advaita Acarya – Appearance (Fast till noon)
Bhismastami
Sri Madvacarya – Disappearance
Sri Ramanujacarya – Disappearance
Ekadasi: Fasting for Bhaimi Ekadasi
(Fast till noon for Varahadeva, with feast tomorrow)
Dvadasi: 9.03 – 10.50 am
Varaha Dvadasi: Appearance of Lord Varahadeva
(Fasting is done yesterday, today is feast)
Nityananda Trayodasi: Appearance of Sri Nityananda Prabhu
(Fast till noon)
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura – Appearance
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura - Appearance (Fast till noon)
© 2016 The Conch copyright of New Govardhana
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Harinama at Byron Bay
Wednesday, 3 February from
10.00am

Harinama

Wednesdays 10.30 am

Byron Bay harinama at the park
opposite the Post Office. For
further details and transport
information, contact
Parama Karuna dasa
0439 280 362

Friday Evenings 6.30 pm

Bhakti Centre Surfers Paradise
bhakticentregoldcoast.com.au

Sunday Mornings

Northern NSW & Gold Coast
Visnujana dasa 0498 141 021

