General Notes
I.

Letters from Çréla Prabhupäda
A.

Letter to: Radhavallabha — Vrndavana 21 September, 1975

I have received a letter from Jayadvaita das dated September 8th regarding the
Upadesamrta book. The title of the book can be Nectar of Instruction. We already have the
Nectar of Devotion so now you will have the Nectar of Instruction. You can make it just
like the set-up of the Nectar of Devotion book. The words Sri Upadesamrta do not have to
appear in the title. A dedication is not required because it is not a big book. The suggestion
for the picture of Rupa Gosvami's Govindaji Temple is approved. Regarding the conclusion
of the book, yes, it says in the text that the most fortunate devotees execute devotional
service near Radha-kunda. That is stated in the book. I am enclosing the introduction for
the book; please find.
B.

Radhavallabha — Nellore 5 January, 1976

The Nectar of Instruction has come out very nice. It is very important and must be
immediately read by all devotees. In the near future we shall introduce the Bhakti-sastri
examination for second initiation and this shall be one of the required books of study.
Anyone who reads it will immediately understand what Krishna Consciousness is. Some
minister in Bombay recently asked me how to create morality amongst the students, because
the students are all vagabounds. If this book is introduced for study in the schools and
colleges it will give a clear idea of what morality actually is. It is a most important book.
C.

Letter to: Aksayananda — Nellore 6 January, 1976

Please accept my most humble obeisances. Srila Prabhupada has requested me to write you
in regard to the above examinations which he wishes to institute. Here in India many
persons often criticize our sannyasis and brahmanas as being unqualified due to insufficient
knowledge of the scriptures. Factually, there are numerous instances when our sannyasis
and brahmanas have fallen down often due to insufficient understanding of the philosophy.
This should not be a point of criticism nor a reason for falldown, since Srila Prabhupada has
mercifully made the most essential scriptures available to us in his books. The problem is
that not all the devotees are carefully studying the books, the result being a fall down or at
least unsteadiness.
His Divine Grace therefore wishes to institute examinations to be given to all prospective
candidates for sannyasa and brahmana initiation. In addition he wishes that all present
sannyasis and brahmanas also pass the examination. Awarding of these titles will be based
upon the following books:
Bhakti-sastri - Bhagavad-gita, Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, Isopanisad, Easy
Journey To Other Planets, and all other small paperbacks, as well as Arcana-paddhati (a
book to be compiled by Nitai Prabhu based on Hari-bhakti-vilasa on Deity worship)
Page | 1

Tuesday, June 29, 2010

Bhakti-vaibhava - All of the above plus the first six cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam
Bhaktivedanta - All of the above plus cantos 7 through 12 of Srimad-Bhagavatam
Bhakti-sarvabhauma - All the above plus the entire Caitanya-caritamrta
Anyone wishing to be initiated as a brahmana will have to pass the Bhaktisastri exam and
anyone wishing to take sannyasa will have to pass the Bhaktivaibhava examination as well.
This will prevent our Society from degrading to the level of so many other institutions
where, in order to maintain the Temple, they accept all third class men as brahmanas. Any
sannyasis or brahmanas already initiated who fail to pass the exams will be considered low
class or less qualified. Anyone wishing to be 2nd initiated will sit for examination once a
year at Mayapur. Answers will be in essay form and authoritative quotations will be given a
bigger score. During the exams books may not be consulted.
Srila Prabhupada wishes to begin this program at this year's Mayapur meeting. He requests
that you all send your opinions and comments here immediately so that everything may be
prepared in time.
Hoping this meets you in the best of health and Krsna Consciousness.
Approved:
Your servant,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Tamala Krsna Goswami
Personal Secretary
D.

Letter to: Svarupa Damodara — Bombay 10 January, 1976

I have also suggested for the GBC's consideration, that we introduce a system of
examinations for the devotees to take. Sometimes there is criticism that our men are not
sufficiently learned, especially the brahmanas. Of course second initiation does not depend
upon passing an examination. How one has moulded his life—chanting, attending arati,
etc., these are essential. Still, brahmana means pandita. Therefore I am suggesting
examinations. Bhakti-sastri—(for all brahmanas) based on Bhagavad-gita, Sri Isopanisad,
Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, and all the small paper backs. Bhaktivaibhava—the above plus first six cantos of S.B. Bhaktivedanta—the above plus cantos 7-12
S.B. Bhakti-sarvabhauma—the above plus Caitanya-caritamrta.
E.

Letter to: Ramesvara — Mayapur 6 February, 1976

Please accept my blessings. I have received your letter dated January 27, 1976 and have
carefully noted the contents. Regarding the Nectar of Instruction, why not distribute it to
the common men? Every book is meant for everyone, but especially for the devotees. Please
try to print a large number so that it can be distributed just like Sri Isopanisad.

II.

Other notes

Verses 1-7: Vaidhi Sadhana Bhakti
Verse 8: Raganuga Sadhana Bhakti
Verse 9-11: Bhava and Prema Bhakti
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