ISKCON desire tree




ISKCON desire tree Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10

itidrk sva-lilabhir ananda-kunde
sva-ghosam nimajjantam akhyapayantam
tadiyesita-jiiesu bhaktair jitatvar
punah prematas tar satavrtti vande
“Those superexcellent pastimes of Lord Krsna’s babyhood drowned the inhabitants of
Gokula in pools of ecstasy. To the devotees who are attracted only to His majestic aspect of
Narayana in Vaikuntha, the Lord herein reveals: "I am conquered and overwhelmed by pure

loving devotion." To the Supreme Lord Damodara, my obeisances hundreds and hundreds of

times.” (Sr1 Damodarastaka, Verse 3)
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CANTO 10, CHAPTER 11

THE CHILDHOOD PASTIMES OF KRSNA

SECTIONS VERSES
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COWHERD MEN BEWILDERED ON SEEING THE FALLEN YAMALA-
ARJUNA TREES (VERSES 1-6)

“Sukadeva Gosvami continued: O Maharaja Pariksit, when the yamala-arjuna trees fell, all
the cowherd men in the neighborhood, hearing the fierce sound and fearing thunderbolts,

went to the spot.” (VERSE 1)

bhiimyam nipatitau tatra
dadrsur yamalarjunau

babhramus tad avijiaya

laksyar patana-karanam

“There they saw the fallen yamala-arjuna trees on the ground, but they were bewildered

because even though they could directly perceive that the trees had fallen, they could not

trace out the cause for their having done so.” (VERSE 2)

+ Considering all the circumstances, had this been done by Krsna? He was standing on the
spot, and His playmates described that this had been done by Him. Had Krsna actually

done this, or were these merely stories? This was a cause of bewilderment.
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NOTES (VERSE 2):
%+ Just as by making yamala-arjuna trees fall, two great gandharvas, Nalakavara and
Manigriva were delivered, but the Vrajavasis were bewildered and could not ascertain

cause of the fall. Incident was observed. Cause was not detected. Similarly, someone

may be apparently fallen but we can not judge reasons why and how Krsna did that.

L=

uliitkhalam vikarsantam
damna baddhari ca balakam
kasyedam kuta ascaryam
utpata iti katarah

“Krsna was bound by the rope to the ulukhala, the mortar, which He was dragging. But how

could He have pulled down the trees? Who had actually done it? Where was the source for

this incident? Considering all these astounding things, the cowherd men were doubtful and

bewildered.” (VERSE 3)

+ They thought, however, that by chance Krsna had been saved by God so that nothing had
happened to Him.

NOTES (VERSE 3):

+ Krsna had been standing between the two giant trees. Standing with two hands
raised, Vrajavasis check the hole created by uprooting and enter with cows etc.

+ Text2 - Effect. — Trees & Text3 — Cause — Krsna. The cowherd men could not
correlate.

4 Cowherd boys agitated and sitting on buttocks with knees up and hands on chin and

7

cows lick their forehead to cool down their agitation

bala ucur aneneti
tiryag-gatam ulitkhalam
vikarsata madhya-gena
purusav apy acaksmahi

“Then all the cowherd boys said: It is Krsna who has done this. When He was in between the

two trees, the mortar fell crosswise. Krsna dragged the mortar, and the two trees fell down.
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After that, two beautiful men came out of the trees. We have seen this with our own eyes.”

(VERSE 4)

NOTES (VERSE 4):

4 Consistent theme of Krsna’s wonderful pastimes witnessed by cowherdboys and
dismissed by Vrajavasis.

+ Innocent child like simplicity can often see and give credit as it is without

complications.

+ Krsna is sitting on ultkhala and boys points fingers to Krsna while speaking.

na te tad-uktam jagrhur
na ghateteti tasya tat

balasyotpatanam tarvoh

kecit sandigdha-cetasah

“Because of intense paternal affection, the cowherd men, headed by Nanda, could not believe
that Krsna could have uprooted the trees in such a wonderful way. Therefore they could not
put their faith in the words of the boys. Some of the men, however, were in doubt. "Since
Krsna was predicted to equal Narayana," they thought, "it might be that He could have done

it."” (VERSE 5)

NOTES (VERSE 5):

+ Lifted the boys and show finger to keep quite. Others checked Krsna’s lotus feet to

check if He is Narayana..

ulitkhalar vikarsantam
damna baddharih svam atmajam
vilokya nandah prahasad-
vadano vimumoca ha

“When Nanda Maharaja saw his own son bound with ropes to the wooden mortar and
dragging it, he smiled and released Krsna from His bonds.” (VERSE 6)

4+ Nanda Maharija was surprised that Yasoda, Krsna's mother, could have bound her
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beloved child in such a way.

+ Nanda Maharija understood this exchange of love, and therefore he smiled and released
Krsna. In other words, as Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, binds a living
entity in fruitive activities, He binds mother Yasoda and Nanda Mahardja in parental

affection. This is His pastime.

EXHIBITION OF KRSNA'S DESIRE TO BE SUBMISSIVE TO HIS SERVANTS
(VERSES 7-9)

gopibhih stobhito 'nrtyad
bhagavan balavat kvacit
udgayati kvacin mugdhas
tad-vaso daru-yantravat

“The gopis would say, "If You dance, my dear Krsna, then I shall give You half a sweetmeat."
By saying these words or by clapping their hands, all the gopis encouraged Krsna in different
ways. At such times, although He was the supremely powerful Personality of Godhead, He
would smile and dance according to their desire, as if He were a wooden doll in their hands.
Sometimes He would sing very loudly, at their bidding. In this way, Krsna came completely

under the control of the gopis.” (VERSE 7)

NOTES (VERSE 7):

+ Krsna dancing with arms raised. Gopis offers Govardhana sweet. (stobhito)

bibharti kvacid ajinaptah
pithakonmana-padukam
bahu-ksepari ca kurute

svanam ca pritim avahan

“Sometimes mother Yasoda and her gopi friends would tell Krsna, "Bring this article" or
"Bring that article." Sometimes they would order Him to bring a wooden plank, wooden
shoes or a wooden measuring pot, and Krsna, when thus ordered by the mothers, would try
to bring them. Sometimes, however, as if unable to raise these things, He would touch them

and stand there. Just to invite the pleasure of His relatives, He would strike His body with
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KRSNA BRINGING WOODEN SHOES FOR NANDA MAHARAJA

The Childhood Pastimes of Krsna 8



ISKCON desire tree Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10

His arms to show that He had sufficient strength.” (VERSE 8)

NOTES (VERSE 8):
+ Krsna touching |- |_| -> ...

+ Krsna strikes and shows off muscles

darsayams tad-vidar loka
atmano bhrtya-vasyatam
vrajasyovaha vai harsam
bhagavan bala-cestitaih

“To pure devotees throughout the world who could understand His activities, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, exhibited how much He can be subdued by His devotees, His
servants. In this way He increased the pleasure of the Vrajavasis by His childhood activities.”
(VERSE 9)

+ That Krsna performed childhood activities to increase the pleasure of His devotees was
another transcendental humor. He exhibited these activities not only to the inhabitants of
Vrajabhtmi, but also to others, who were captivated by His external potency and
opulence. Both the internal devotees, who were simply absorbed in love of Krsna, and the
external devotees, who were captivated by His unlimited potency, were informed of

Krsna's desire to be submissive to His servants.

NOTES (VERSE 9):

4 Vrajavasis sit and watch TV and Krsna Lila on that with remote bala lilas on screen.

KRSNA'S RECIPROCATION WITH THE FRUIT VENDOR (VERSES 10-11)

krinihi bhoh phalaniti
srutva satvaram acyutah
phalarthi dhanyam adaya
yayau sarva-phala-pradah

“Once a woman selling fruit was calling, "O inhabitants of Vrajabhtmi, if you want to
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purchase some fruits, come here!" Upon hearing this, Krsna immediately took some grains

and went to barter as if He needed some fruits.” (VERSE 10)

phala-vikrayini tasya
cyuta-dhanya-kara-dvayam
phalair apurayad ratnaih
phala-bhandam apiiri ca

“While Krsna was going to the fruit vendor very hastily, most of the grains He was holding
fell. Nonetheless, the fruit vendor filled Krsna's hands with fruits, and her fruit basket was

immediately filled with jewels and gold.” (VERSE 11)

NOTES (VERSE 11):

2. Reflection

decoration
. , Power of )
1. Reciprocation love 3. False prestige
unlimited times (R3ED) Renunciation
5. Offer with 4. Expectation
Devotion of giving

+ POWER OF LOVE (R3ED):
1. Devotion: patramh puspamn ...
2. Renunciation: Krsna rejects offering if one is puffed up with false prestige “I have
so much opulence, I am giving so much to Krsna”

3. Expectation: “All the grains have fallen, You may still take what You like”. She

4

filled Krsna’s palms with fruits.
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NOTES (VERSE 11):
4. Reciprocation:
i. Millions of times — materially and spiritually
ii. Basic principle is exchange of love... yat karosi yad asnasi...
5. Reflection: Face, reflection.

i. With love and affection, try to give something to Krsna from source of income.

7

ii. Life is successful.../ Krsna is atmarama ...

MOTHER ROHINI CALLING RAMA AND KRSNA BACK FOR LUNCH
(VERSES 12-13)

“Once, after the uprooting of the yamala-arjuna trees, Rohinidevi went to call Rama and
Krsna, who had both gone to the riverside and were playing with the other boys with deep
attention.” (VERSE 12)

“Because of being too attached to playing with the other boys, Krsna and Balarama did not
return upon being called by Rohini. Therefore Rohini sent mother Yasoda to call Them back,

because mother Yasoda was more affectionate to Krsna and Balarama.” (VERSE 13)

MOTHER YASODA CALLING RAMA AND KRSNA BACK FOR LUNCH -
FIVE INCENTIVES (VERSES 14-20)

“Krsna and Balarama, being attached to Their play, were playing with the other boys
although it was very late. Therefore mother Yasoda called Them back for lunch. Because of

her ecstatic love and affection for Krsna and Balarama, milk flowed from her breasts.”

(VERSE 14)
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NOTES (VERSE 14):
+ 5 Incentives given by mother Yasoda to call Krsna and Balarama back for lunch:
1. Feeding
(Verse 15)
5. Comparison Five 2. Leading
(Verse 19) Incentives (Verse 16)
4. Giving 3. Respecting

(Verse 18) (Verse 17) i _

1. FEEDING (VERSE 15)

krsna krsnaravindaksa
tata ehi stanam piba
alam viharaih ksut-ksantah
krida-sranto 'si putraka

“Mother Yasoda said: My dear son Krsna, lotus-eyed Krsna, come here and drink the milk of
my breast. My dear darling, You must be very tired because of hunger and the fatigue of

playing so long. There is no need to play any more.” (VERSE 15)

2. LEADING, FOLLOWING, SUBMITTING (VERSE 16)

he ramagaccha tatasu

sanujah kula-nandana

pratar eva krtaharas
tad bhavan bhoktum arhati

“My dear Baladeva, best of our family, please come immediately with Your younger brother,

Krsna. You both ate in the morning, and now You ought to eat something more.” (VERSE
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16)

3. RESPECTING (VERSE 17)

pratiksate tvam dasarha
bhoksyamano vrajadhipah
ehy avayoh priyam dhehi

sva-grhan yata balakah

“Nanda Maharaja, the King of Vraja, is now waiting to eat. O my dear son Balarama, he is
waiting for You. Therefore, come back to please us. All the boys playing with You and Krsna

should now go to their homes.” (VERSE 17)

4. GIVING (VERSE 18)

dhuli-dhusaritangas tvari
putra majjanam avaha
janmarksam te 'dya bhavati
viprebhyo dehi gah sucih

“Mother Yasoda further told Krsna: My dear son, because of playing all day, Your body has
become covered with dust and sand. Therefore, come back, take Your bath and cleanse
Yourself. Today the moon is conjoined with the auspicious star of Your birth. Therefore, be

pure and give cows in charity to the brahmanas.” (VERSE 18)

NOTES (VERSE 18):
+*

yajiia-dana-tapah-karma
na tyajyarir karyam eva tat
yajiio danam tapas caiva
pavanani manisinam
“Acts of sacrifice, charity and penance are not to be given up; they must be
performed. Indeed, sacrifice, charity and penance purify even the great souls.”

(BG18.5)

+ To observe one's birthday ceremony, one should do something in terms of one of

=
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5. COMPARING (VERSE 19)

pasya pasya vayasyamis te
matr-mrstan svalankrtan
tvam ca snatah krtaharo
viharasva svalankrtah

“Just see how all Your playmates of Your own age have been cleansed and decorated with
beautiful ornaments by their mothers. You should come here, and after You have taken Your
bath, eaten Your lunch and been decorated with ornaments, You may play with Your friends

again.” (VERSE 19)

ittham yasoda tam asesa-sekharam
matva sutam sneha-nibaddha-dhir nrpa
haste grhitva saha-ramam acyutam
nitva sva-vatam krtavaty athodayam

“My dear Maharija Pariksit, because of intense love and affection, mother Yasoda, Krsna's
mother, considered Krsna, who was at the peak of all opulences, to be her own son. Thus she
took Krsna by the hand, along with Balarama, and brought Them home, where she

performed her duties by fully bathing Them, dressing Them and feeding Them.” (VERSE 20)

MEETING OF ALL THE INHABITANTS OF GOKULA (VERSES 21-29)

$ri-Suka uvaca
gopa-vrddha mahotpatan
anubhiiya brhadvane
nandadayah samagamya
vraja-karyam amantrayan
“Sr1 Sukadeva Gosvami continued: Then one time, having seen the great disturbances in
Brhadvana, all the elderly persons among the cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja,

assembled and began to consider what to do to stop the continuous disturbing situations in

Vraja.” (VERSE 21)
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NOTES (VERSE 21):

ART OF CONDUCTING MEETINGS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS

8. Discussion
(amantrayan)

7. SOLution 1. Seniority
(vraja-karyam) (gopa-vrddhah)

8 Jewels of
6. ASsembly meeting 2. CAuse
(samagamya) (SCARE LOS (maha-utpatan)
LEAS SOLD)

5. LEadership 3. RElevance
(nanda-adayah) (anubhuya)

4. LOcal Situation
(brhadvane)

+ 8 Jewels of successful meeting:

1. Mahotpatan: Be proactive, not inactive in face of disturbances.

2. Gopa-vrddha: Meeting must be amongst seniors only.

3. Samagamya: Seniors must assemble for the meeting. All must be present.

4. Amantrayan: Consider/ Think/ Look at situation thoroughly before taking
decision.

5. Anubhaya: All the members if they have experienced problem and have been
affected. Then discussion will be more serious.

6. Nandadayah: Meeting must have chairman, or leader. Leader must be concerned
with problems affecting all.

7. Vraja-karyam: The purpose of meeting must be to solve /stop problem, not just
inform, discuss problem.

8. Brhadvane: One can only discuss local situations, problems which are directly

perceived and experienced. Leaders in one place can’t really understand problems

y

being faced in other locations
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tatropananda-namaha
gopo jiiana-vayo-'dhikah
desa-kalartha-tattva-jiiah
priya-krd rama-krsnayoh

“At this meeting of all the inhabitants of Gokula, a cowherd man named Upananda, who was
the most mature in age and knowledge and was very experienced according to time,
circumstances and country, made this suggestion for the benefit of Rama and Krsna.”

(VERSE 22)

NOTES (VERSE 22):

4+ Who can speak in meetings? Or, what makes meetings productive and tangible?

+ People involved in the meeting should have (MEM):

1. Maturity
(jhana-vayo-'dhikah)

People
should have
(MEM)
3. Motive 2. Experience
(priya-krd rama-krsnayoh) (desa-kalartha-tattva-jiah)

7

“He said: My dear friends the cowherd men, in order to do good to this place, Gokula, we

should leave it, because so many disturbances are always occurring here, just for the purpose

of killing Rama and Krsna.” (VERSE 23)

“The child Krsna, simply by the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, was
somehow or other rescued from the hands of the Raksasi Putana, who was determined to kill
Him. Then, again by the mercy of the Supreme Godhead, the handcart missed falling upon
the child.” (VERSE 24)

“Then again, the demon Trnavarta, in the form of a whirlwind, took the child away into the
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dangerous sky to kill Him, but the demon fell down onto a slab of stone. In that case also, by

the mercy of Lord Visnu or His associates, the child was saved.” (VERSE 25)

“Even the other day, neither Krsna nor any of His playmates died from the falling of the two
trees, although the children were near the trees or even between them. This also is to be

considered the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (VERSE 26)

yavad autpatiko 'risto
vrajam nabhibhaved itah

tavad balan upadaya
yasyamo myatra sanugah

“All these incidents are being caused by some unknown demon. Before he comes here to
create another disturbance, it is our duty to go somewhere else with the boys until there are

no more disturbances.” (VERSE 27)

NOTES (VERSE 26):
Life has Encouragements + Disturbances ...
1. Desire — Undisturbed worship
2. Reality — forever disturbances
3. Hope — Krsna victorious
4. Lessons — 1. Stay undisturbed.
I1. Move forward
II1. Preach enthusiastically

IV. Double energy

vanam vrndavanam nama
pasavyarii nava-kananam
gopa-gopi-gavam sevyam
punyadri-trna-virudham
“Between Nandes$vara and Mahavana is a place named Vrndavana. This place is very suitable

because it is lush with grass, plants and creepers for the cows and other animals. It has nice

gardens and tall mountains and is full of facilities for the happiness of all the gopas and gopis
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and our animals.” (VERSE 28)

tat tatradyaiva yasyamah

sakatan yunkta ma ciram

godhanany agrato yantu
bhavatam yadi rocate

“Therefore, let us immediately go today. There is no need to wait any further. If you agree to
my proposal, let us prepare all the bullock carts and put the cows in front of us, and let us go

there.” (VERSE 29)

NOTES (VERSE 29):
+ APE Formula:
1. Agree (bhavatam yadi rocate): Execution should only be after decisions agreed
upon by all — unanimously
2. Plan (sakatan yunkta, godhanany): There must be concrete plans, suggestions,
steps for execution

3. Execution (adya eva, ma ciram): Once decisions taken, execution should be

7

immediate.

VRAJAVASIS LEAVING GOKULA & ENTERING VRNDAVANA (VERSES 30-
36)

“Upon hearing this advice from Upananda, the cowherd men unanimously agreed. "Very
nice," they said. "Very nice." Thus they sorted out their household affairs, placed their
clothing and other paraphernalia on the carts, and immediately started for Vrndavana.”

(VERSE 30)
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NOTES (VERSE 30):
+ Attitude of others when good proposal is made:
1. Unanimous agreement

2. Not shoot down since he has made suggestion

3. Notsay ‘Very nice’ and then shoot down execution part...

L=

“Keeping all the old men, women, children and household paraphernalia on the bullock carts
and keeping all the cows in front, the cowherd men picked up their bows and arrows with
great care and sounded bugles made of horn. O King Pariksit, in this way, with bugles
vibrating all around, the cowherd men, accompanied by their priests, began their journey.”

(VERSES 31-32)

gopyo ridha-ratha niitna-

kuca-kunkuma-kantayah
krsna-lila jaguh pritya

niska-kanthyah suvasasah

“The cowherd women, riding on the bullock carts, were dressed very nicely with excellent
garments, and their bodies, especially their breasts, were decorated with fresh kunkuma
powder. As they rode, they began to chant with great pleasure the pastimes of Krsna.”

(VERSE 33)

tatha yasoda-rohinyav

ekam sakatam asthite
rejatuh krsna-ramabhyam

tat-katha-sravanotsuke

“Thus hearing about the pastimes of Krsna and Balarama with great pleasure, mother Yasoda
and Rohinidevi, so as not to be separated from Krsna and Balarama for even a moment, got
up with Them on one bullock cart. In this situation, they all looked very beautiful.” (VERSE
34)

vrndavanarii sampravisya
sarva-kala-sukhavaham
tatra cakrur vrajavasar
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VRAJAVASIS LEAVING GOKULA & ENTERING VRNDAVANA
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sakatair ardha-candravat

“In this way they entered Vrndavana, where it is always pleasing to live in all seasons. They
made a temporary place to inhabit by placing their bullock carts around them in the shape of

a half moon.” (VERSE 35)

vrndavanarih govardhanarit
yamund-pulinani ca
viksyasid uttama priti
rama-madhavayor nrpa

“O King Pariksit, when Rama and Krsna saw Vrndavana, Govardhana and the banks of the

River Yamuna, They both enjoyed great pleasure.” (VERSE 36)

KRSNA & BALARAMA BEGAN TO TEND THE SMALL CALVES (VERSE 37)

evari vrajaukasam pritim
yacchantau bala-cestitaih
kala-vakyaih sva-kalena
vatsa-palau babhiivatuh

“In this way, Krsna and Balarama, acting like small boys and talking in half-broken language,
gave transcendental pleasure to all the inhabitants of Vraja. In due course of time, They
became old enough to take care of the calves.” (VERSE 37)

+ Assoon as Krsna and Balarama were a little grown up, They were meant for taking care of
the calves. Although born of a very well-to-do family, They still had to take care of the
calves. This was the system of education.

+ Those who were not born in brahmana families were not meant for academic education.
The brahmanas were trained in a literary, academic education, the ksatriyas were trained
to take care of the state, and the vaisyas learned how to cultivate the land and take care of
the cows and calves. There was no need to waste time going to school to be falsely
educated and later increase the numbers of the unemployed. Krsna and Balarama taught
us by Their personal behavior. Krsna took care of the cows and played His flute, and

Balarama took care of agricultural activities with a plow in His hand.
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KRSNA AND BALARAMA PLAYING WITH COWHERD BOYS AND TENDING THE SMALL CALVES
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SPORT PASTIMES OF KRSNA & BALARAMA (VERSES 38-40)

“Not far away from Their residential quarters, both Krsna and Balarama, equipped with all
kinds of playthings, played with other cowherd boys and began to tend the small calves.”
(VERSE 38)

“Sometimes Krsna and Balarama would play on Their flutes, sometimes They would throw
ropes and stones devised for getting fruits from the trees, sometimes They would throw only
stones, and sometimes, Their ankle bells tinkling, They would play football with fruits like
bael and amalaki. Sometimes They would cover Themselves with blankets and imitate cows
and bulls and fight with one another, roaring loudly, and sometimes They would imitate the
voices of the animals. In this way They enjoyed sporting, exactly like two ordinary human

children.” (VERSES 39-40)

KILLING OF DEMON VATSASURA (VERSES 41-45)

“One day while Rama and Krsna, along with Their playmates, were tending the calves on the

bank of the River Yamuna, another demon arrived there, desiring to kill Them.” (VERSE 41)

“When the Supreme Personality of Godhead saw that the demon had assumed the form of a
calf and entered among the groups of other calves, He pointed out to Baladeva, "Here is
another demon." Then He very slowly approached the demon, as if He did not understand

the demon's intentions.” (VERSE 42)

“Thereafter, Sri Krsna caught the demon by the hind legs and tail, twirled the demon's whole
body very strongly until the demon was dead, and threw him into the top of a kapittha tree,
which then fell down, along with the body of the demon, who had assumed a great form.”

(VERSE 43)
“Upon seeing the dead body of the demon, all the cowherd boys exclaimed, "Well done,

Krsna! Very good, very good! Thank You." In the upper planetary system, all the demigods

were pleased, and therefore they showered flowers on the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
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(VERSE 44)

“After the killing of the demon, Krsna and Balarama finished Their breakfast in the morning,
and while continuing to take care of the calves, They wandered here and there. Krsna and
Balarama, the Supreme Personalities of Godhead, who maintain the entire creation, now took

charge of the calves as if cowherd boys.” (VERSE 45)

KILLING OF DEMON BAKASURA (VERSES 46 -53)

“One day all the boys, including Krsna and Balarama, each boy taking his own group of
calves, brought the calves to a reservoir of water, desiring to allow them to drink. After the

animals drank water, the boys drank water there also.” (VERSE 46)

“Right by the reservoir, the boys saw a gigantic body resembling a mountain peak broken
and struck down by a thunderbolt. They were afraid even to see such a huge living being.”

(VERSE 47)

“That great-bodied demon was named Bakasura. He had assumed the body of a duck with a

very sharp beak. Having come there, he immediately swallowed Krsna.” (VERSE 48)

“When Balarama and the other boys saw that Krsna had been devoured by the gigantic duck,

they became almost unconscious, like senses without life.” (VERSE 49)

tam talu-miilam pradahantam agnivad
gopala-sunum pitaram jagad-guroh
caccharda sadyo 'tirusaksatam bakas

tundena hantum punar abhyapadyata

“Krsna, who was the father of Lord Brahma but who was acting as the son of a cowherd man,
became like fire, burning the root of the demon's throat, and the demon Bakasura
immediately disgorged Him. When the demon saw that Krsna, although having been
swallowed, was unharmed, he immediately attacked Krsna again with his sharp beak.”
(VERSE 50)

4+ Although Krsna is always as soft as a lotus, within the throat of Bakasura He created a

The Childhood Pastimes of Krsna 25




ISKCON desire tree Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10

NN f':'!":;z_._u?!t o -
R %

N

; }"l-

- | .9
- -

KRISHNA KILLING BAKASURA

The Childhood Pastimes of Krsna 26



ISKCON desire tree Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10

burning sensation of being hotter than fire. Although Krsna's whole body is sweeter than
sugar candy, Bakasura tasted bitterness and therefore immediately vomited Krsna up.

+ Ye yatha marh prapadyante tams tathaiva bhajamy aham. When Krsna is accepted as an
enemy, He becomes the most intolerable object for the nondevotee, who cannot tolerate

Krsna within or without. Here this is shown by the example of Bakasura.

NOTES (VERSE 50):
a. Contradiction

b. Benediction

“When Krsna, the leader of the Vaisnavas, saw that the demon Bakasura, the friend of Kamsa,
was endeavoring to attack Him, with His arms He captured the demon by the two halves of
the beak, and in the presence of all the cowherd boys Krsna very easily bifurcated him, as a
child splits a blade of virana grass. By thus killing the demon, Krsna very much pleased the
denizens of heaven.” (VERSE 51)

“At that time, the celestial denizens of the higher planetary system showered mallika-puspa,
flowers grown in Nandana-kanana, upon Krsna, the enemy of Bakasura. They also
congratulated Him by sounding celestial kettledrums and conchshells and by offering

prayers. Seeing this, the cowherd boys were struck with wonder.” (VERSE 52)

“Just as the senses are pacified when consciousness and life return, so when Krsna was freed
from this danger, all the boys, including Balarama, thought that their life had been restored.
They embraced Krsna in good consciousness, and then they collected their own calves and

returned to Vrajabhumi, where they declared the incident loudly.” (VERSE 53)

RESPONSE OF VRAJAVASIS ON HEARING THE INCIDENT OF KILLING
BAKASURA (VERSE 54)

srutva tad vismita gopa
gopyas catipriyadrtah
pretyagatam ivotsukyad
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“When the cowherd men and women heard about the killing of Bakasura in the forest, they
were very much astonished. Upon seeing Krsna and hearing the story, they received Krsna
very eagerly, thinking that Krsna and the other boys had returned from the mouth of death.
Thus they looked upon Krsna and the boys with silent eyes, not wanting to turn their eyes

aside now that the boys were safe.” (VERSE 54)

COWHERD MEN’S ANALYSIS - WHY KRSNA WAS SAVED? (VERSES 55-57)

1. INNOCENCE - CHILD... (VERSE 55)

aho batasya balasya
bahavo mrtyavo 'bhavan
apy asid vipriyam tesam
krtam pirvam yato bhayam

“The cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja, began to contemplate: It is very astonishing
that although this boy Krsna has many times faced many varied causes of death, by the grace
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead it was these causes of fear that were killed, instead of

Him.” (VERSE 55)

2. ENVY - PROTECTION OF LORD (VERSE 56)

“Although the causes of death, the daityas, were very fierce, they could not kill this boy

Krsna. Rather, because they came to kill innocent boys, as soon as they approached they

themselves were killed, exactly like flies attacking a fire.” (VERSE 56)

4+ Anyone who is against the control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead must be killed,
life after life.

+ Ordinary living beings are subject to karma, but the Supreme Personality of Godhead is

always victorious over the demons.

3. PREDICTION, BLESSINGS OF SADHU (VERSE 57)

aho brahma-vidam vaco
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nasatyah santi karhicit
gargo yad aha bhagavan
anvabhavi tathaiva tat

“The words of persons in full knowledge of Brahman never become untrue. It is very

wonderful that whatever Gargamuni predicted we are now actually experiencing in all

detail.” (VERSE 57)

+ Gargamuni was able to know everything, past, present and future, by studying the Vedas,
but Nanda Maharaja could not understand Krsna directly. Because of his intense love for

Krsna, he forgot who Krsna was and could not understand Krsna's potency.

GLORY OF KRSNA-LILAS THAT APPEAR IN SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
(VERSE 58)

“In this way all the cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja, enjoyed topics about the

pastimes of Krsna and Balarama with great transcendental pleasure, and they could not even

perceive material tribulations.” (VERSE 58)

4+ Here is an instruction about the result of studying or discussing the krsna-lilas that
appear in Srimad-Bhagavatam. Sadyo hrdy avarudhyate 'tra krtibhih susrisubhis tat-
ksanat (SB 1.1.2). Nanda Maharaja and Yasoda in Vrndavana appeared like ordinary
persons of this material world, but they never felt the tribulations of this world, although
they sometimes met many dangerous situations created by the demons. This is a practical
example. If we follow in the footsteps of Nanda Maharaja and the gopas, we can all be

happy simply by discussing the activities of Krsna.

NOTES (VERSE 58):
+ Result of studying / discussing krsna-lilas:
1. Never feel the tribulations of this world

2. Happy.
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NOTES (VERSE 58):
+ Who is trying?
a. Vyasadeva — anarthopasamar saksad...
b. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu — sarvatma-snapanarn pararn vijayate ...

c. ISKCON - Distributing Srimad-Bhagavatam

L=

A FEW MORE SPORT PASTIMES OF KRSNA & BALARAMA (VERSE 59)

“In this way Krsna and Balarama passed Their childhood age in Vrajabhtmi by engaging in
activities of childish play, such as playing hide-and-seek, constructing a make-believe bridge

on the ocean, and jumping here and there like monkeys.” (VERSE 59)
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