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tat te 'nukampāḿ su-samīks ̣amāṇo 
bhuñjāna evātma-kr ̣taḿ vipākam 

hṛd-vāg-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 
jīveta yo mukti-pade sa dāya-bhāk 

“My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon him, 

all the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful 

obeisances with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become 

his rightful claim.” (SMB 10.14.8) 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Çrila Çukadeva Goswāmi while speaking about the Manus, who are the administrators of the 

Universe, says that during the reign of the fourth Manu, Tämasa, the Supreme Lord, Viñëu, 

took birth from the womb of Hariëé, the wife of Harimedhä, and He was known as Hari. Hari 

saved His devotee Gajendra, the King of the elephants, from the mouth of a crocodile. As 

soon as Parékñit Maharaja hears this, he immediately requests Çrila Çukadeva Goswāmi to 

explain this by saying, “My lord, Bädaräyaëi, we wish to hear from you in detail how the 

King of the elephants, when attacked by a crocodile, was delivered by Hari.” (SMB 8.1.31) 

Hearing this request, Çrila Çukadeva Goswāmi was very encouraged, offered respects to the 

King and spoke with great pleasure, the pastime of Gajendra’s deliverance.  

 

The first chapter explains that once the King of the elephants, along with his female 

elephants was enjoying in the water of a lake and suddenly a crocodile attacks him. A great 

fight ensues between them which go on for 1000 years. When Gajendra realizes that there is 

no way he can protect himself from danger, he helplessly seeks shelter at the lotus feet of the 

Lord. 

 

In the second chapter, the prayers by Gajendra are described. It is explained that Gajendra 

remembers a prayer which he learned in his previous life and began to chant it to himself. 

Hearing his prayers, Lord Nārāyana seated on Garuda, personally appears before him and 

immediately pulls him from the water along with the crocodile who had captured his leg. 

Then the Lord kills the crocodile and thus rescues Gajendra.  

 

The last chapter describes the previous birth of Gajendra and the crocodile. It tells how the 

crocodile became a Gandharva and how Gajendra became an associate of the Supreme Lord. 

Çukadeva Goswāmi concludes the narration by saying that by hearing the narration of 

Gajendra’s deliverance, one can also get the opportunity to be delivered.  
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 2 
 

THE ELEPHANT GAJENDRA’S CRISIS  
 

SECTIONS VERSES
Description of Triküöa mountain 1-19 

Gajendra’s entry 20-26 
Crocodile attacks untimely to us 27-30 
Gajendra introspects in difficulty 31-33 

 
 

DESCRIPTION OF TRIKÜÖA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 1-19) 

 

1. BEAUTY OF TRIKÜÖA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 1-5) 

Height, length and width 10,000 yojanas/ 3 peaks are of iron, silver and gold/ Other 

peaks filled with jewels and minerals and decorated with nice trees, creepers and shrubs/ 

Waterfall sound creates a pleasing vibration/ surrounded by ocean of milk/ ground 

washed by milk produce emeralds/ heavenly denizens visit 

 No one has the ability to imitate the activities of material nature as conducted by 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead.  

 

2. ACTIVITIES OF DENIZENS IN TRIKÜÖA MOUNTAIN (VERSES 6-8) 

yatra saìgéta-sannädair 
nadad-guham amarñayä 

abhigarjanti harayaù 
çläghinaù para-çaìkayä 

 

“Because of the resounding vibrations of the denizens of heaven singing in the caves, the 

lions there, being very proud of their strength, roar with unbearable envy, thinking that 

another lion is roaring in that way.” (VERSE 6) 

 

The valleys decorated by jungle animals, and in the trees, varieties of birds chirp with 

sweet voices/ many lakes and rivers, with beaches covered by small gems resembling 

grains of sand. The water is as clear as crystal, and when the demigod damsels bathe in it, 

their bodies lend fragrance to the water and the breeze, thus enriching the atmosphere 

(VERSES 7-8) 
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2.1 Creation is colorful and full of varieties.  

 

2.2 Scientists cannot even estimate the varieties existing throughout the universe but they 

are very proud of their knowledge, and are accepted as learned by persons of a similar 

caliber.  

çva-vid-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù 
 

“Materialistic leaders are praised by dogs, hogs, camels and asses, and they themselves 

are also big animals.” (SMB - 2.3.19) 

 

2.3 One should not be satisfied with the knowledge imparted by a big animal. Rather, one 

must take knowledge from a perfect person like Çukadeva Gosvämé.  

 
svayambhür näradaù çambhuù 

kumäraù kapilo manuù 
prahlädo janako bhéñmo 
balir vaiyäsakir vayam 

 

“Lord brahmä, Bhagavän Närada, Lord Siva, the four kumäras, lord Kapila [the son of 

Devahüti], Sväyambhuva Manu, Prahläda Mahäräja, Janaka Mahäräja, grandfather 

Bhéñma, Bali Mahäräja, Sukadeva Gosvämé and I myself know the real religious 

principle” (SB 6.3.20) 

 
2.4 Envy in heaven vs. no-envy in spiritual world 
 

 Amarñayä — Because of unbearable anger or envy.  
 

pärävatänyabhåta-särasa-cakraväka- 
dätyüha-haàsa-çuka-tittiri-barhiëäà yaù 

kolähalo viramate 'cira-mätram uccair 
bhåìgädhipe hari-kathäm iva gäyamäne 

 

“When the king of bees hums in a high pitch, singing the glories of the Lord, there is 

a temporary lull in the noise of the pigeon, the cuckoo, the crane, the cakraväka, the 

swan, the parrot, the partridge and the peacock. Such transcendental birds stop their 

own singing simply to hear the glories of the Lord.” (SMB – 3.15.18) 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF ÅTUMAT GARDEN (VERSES 9-19) 

3.1 General Introduction (VERSES 9-10) 

 
tasya droëyäà bhagavato 
varuëasya mahätmanaù 
udyänam åtuman näma 
äkréòaà sura-yoñitäm 

sarvato 'laìkåtaà divyair 
nitya-puñpa-phala-drumaiù 

mandäraiù pärijätaiç ca 
päöaläçoka-campakaiù 

 
“In a valley of Triküöa Mountain there was a garden called Åtumat. This garden 

belonged to the great devotee Varuëa and was a sporting place for the damsels of the 

demigods. Flowers and fruits grew there in all seasons. Among them were mandäras, 

pärijätas, päöalas, açokas, campakas” 

 

3.2 Fruits & Trees in Åtumat Garden (VERSES 11-14) 

 
cütaiù piyälaiù panasair 
ämrair ämrätakair api 

kramukair närikelaiç ca 
kharjürair béjapürakaiù 
madhukaiù çäla-tälaiç ca 

tamälair asanärjunaiù 
ariñöoòumbara-plakñair 

vaöaiù kiàçuka-candanaiù 
picumardaiù kovidäraiù 
saralaiù sura-därubhiù 

dräkñekñu-rambhä-jambubhir 
badary-akñäbhayämalaiù 

bilvaiù kapitthair jambérair 
våto bhallätakädibhiù 

 
“Cütas, piyälas, panasas, mangoes, ämrätakas, kramukas, coconut trees, date trees and 

pomegranates. There were madhukas, palm trees, tamälas, asanas, arjunas, ariñöas, 

uòumbaras, plakñas, banyan trees, kiàçukas and sandalwood trees. There were also 

picumardas, kovidäras, saralas, sura-därus, grapes, sugarcane, bananas, jambu, 

badarés, akñas, abhayas and ämalakés. There were also bilva, kapittha, jambéra and 

bhallätaka trees.” 
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3.3 Flowers in the Lake of Åtumat Garden (VERSE 14, 15, 17-19) 

tasmin saraù suvipulaà 
lasat-käïcana-paìkajam 
kumudotpala-kahlära- 
çatapatra-çriyorjitam 

matta-ñaö-pada-nirghuñöaà 
çakuntaiç ca kala-svanaiù 

 
“In that garden there was a very large lake filled with shining golden lotus flowers and 

the flowers known as kumuda, kahlära, utpala and çatapatra, which added excellent 

beauty to the mountain. There were also bilva, kapittha, jambéra and bhallätaka trees. 

Intoxicated bumblebees drank honey and hummed with the chirping of the birds, 

whose songs were very melodious.” (VERSES 14-15) 

kadamba-vetasa-nala- 
népa-vaïjulakair våtam 

kundaiù kurubakäçokaiù 
çiréñaiù küöajeìgudaiù 

kubjakaiù svarëa-yüthébhir 
näga-punnäga-jätibhiù 
mallikä-çatapatraiç ca 
mädhavé-jälakädibhiù 

çobhitaà téra-jaiç cänyair 
nityartubhir alaà drumaiù 

 
“The lake was surrounded by kadamba flowers, vetasa flowers, nalas, népas, 

vaïjulakas, kundas, kurubakas, açokas, çiréñas, küöajas, iìgudas, kubjakas, svarëa-

yüthés, nägas, punnägas, jätés, mallikäs, çatapatras, jälakäs and mädhavé-latäs. The 

banks were also abundantly adorned with varieties of trees that yielded flowers and 

fruits in all seasons. Thus the entire mountain stood gloriously decorated.” (VERSES 

17-19) 

 

3.4 Animals in the Lake of Åtumat Garden (VERSES 16-17) 

haàsa-käraëòaväkérëaà 
cakrähvaiù särasair api 

jalakukkuöa-koyañöi- 
dätyüha-kula-küjitam 

matsya-kacchapa-saïcära- 
calat-padma-rajaù-payaù 
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“The lake was crowded with swans, käraëòavas, cakrävakas, cranes, and flocks of 

water chickens, dätyühas, koyañöis and other murmuring birds. Because of the 

agitating movements of the fish and tortoises, the water was decorated with pollen 

that had fallen from the lotus flowers.” 

 

3.5 Çrémad-Bhägavatam presents the total knowledge of the affairs of the universe. No 

one can challenge the Çrémad-Bhägavatam's descriptions of the material and spiritual 

worlds. There is no need of imagination; one may take actual knowledge from 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam and be satisfied. 

 

GAJENDRA’S ENTRY (VERSES 20-26) 

 

1. SEX 

Gajendra in Triküöa wanders towards lake with female elephants. 

 

2. POWER, CAREER, WEALTH 

Broke many plants, creepers, thickets and trees, not caring for piercing thorns 

 

3. INFLUENCE 

Simply by catching scent of that elephant, all the other elephants, tigers and other ferocious 

animals such as lions, rhinos, serpents, black and white sarabhas fled in fear. The camari dear 

also fled. 

 

4. PRESTIGE 

Animals like foxes, wolves, buffaloes, bears, boars, gopucchas, porcupines, monkeys, rabbits, 

other deer and many other small animals loitered elsewhere in the forest. They were not 

afraid of him. Because of respect they didn’t stand before him.  

 

5. RECREATION, TRAVEL, 5 STAR VACATIONS, INTOXICATION 

 

• Enter lake, bathed thoroughly and relieved of fatigue 
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• Drank the cold, clear, nectarean water, mixed with dust of lotus and water lilies until 

he got satisfied.  
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sa puñkareëoddhåta-çékarämbubhir 
nipäyayan saàsnapayan yathä gåhé 

ghåëé kareëuù karabhäàç ca durmado 
näcañöa kåcchraà kåpaëo 'ja-mäyayä 

 “Like a human being who lacks spiritual knowledge and is too attached to the members of 

his family, the elephant, being illusioned by the external energy of Kr ̣s ̣ṇa, had his wives and 

children bathe and drink the water. Indeed, he raised water from the lake with his trunk and 

sprayed it over them. He did not mind the hard labor involved in this endeavor.” (SMB 

8.2.26) 

 

6. RESPONSIBLE  

Had wives and children bathe and drink 

 

7. HARD WORKING 

Raised water from the lake with his trunk and sprayed it over them. He did not mind the 

hard labor involved in this endeavor.  

 

CROCODILE ATTACKS UNTIMELY TO US (VERSES 27 – 30) 

 

Luxury Lifestyle 

Liquor dripped 

Vision overwhelmed 
by intoxication 

Served by Bumble 
bees  

Smell dust of lotus 
flowers 
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1. CALAMITY ATTACK 

taà tatra kaçcin nåpa daiva-codito 
gräho baléyäàç caraëe ruñägrahét 

yadåcchayaivaà vyasanaà gato gajo 
yathä-balaà so 'tibalo vicakrame  

“By the arrangement of providence, O King, a strong crocodile was angry at the elephant and 

attacked the elephant's leg in the water. The elephant was certainly strong, and he tried his 

best to get free from this danger sent by providence.” (SMB 8.2.27) 

 

2. DEFENSE 

Wives sorry, cry, other elephants tried helping Gajendra by grasping him from behind but 

because of crocodile’s great strength they couldn’t do anything 

 

3. STRUGGLE 

1000 years 

 

4. RESULT 

tato gajendrasya mano-balaujasäà 
kälena dérgheëa mahän abhüd vyayaù  

“Thereafter, because of being pulled into the water and fighting for many long years, the 

elephant became diminished in his mental, physical and sensual strength.” (SMB 8.2.30) 

 
5. REALIZATION 

vikåñyamäëasya jale 'vasédato 
viparyayo 'bhüt sakalaà jalaukasaù 

 “The crocodile, on the contrary, being an animal of the water, increased in enthusiasm, 

physical strength and sensual power.” (SMB 8.2.30)  

• In our fight with māyā we should not be in a position in which our strength, 

enthusiasm and senses will be unable to fight vigorously. 

• The soldiers in this Kr ̣s ̣ṇa consciousness movement must always possess physical 

strength, enthusiasm and sensual power.  

• To keep ourselves fit, we must place ourselves in a normal condition of life.  
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• What constitutes a normal condition will not be the same for everyone and therefore 

there are divisions of varṇāśrama 

• For one who is not in a transcendental position, to take sannyāsa artificially is not a 

very great credit 

• Dangers in sannyāsa 

açvamedhaà gavälambhaà 
sannyäsaà pala-paitåkam 

devareëa sutotpattià 
kalau païca vivarjayet 

“In this Age of Kali, five acts are forbidden: the offering of a horse in sacrifice, the 

offering of a cow in sacrifice, the acceptance of the order of sannyāsa, the offering of 

oblations of flesh to the forefathers, and a man's begetting children in his brother's 

wife.” (CC Adi 17.64) 

 

GAJENDRA INTROSPECTS IN DIFFICULTY (VERSES 31-33) 

 

1. THOUGHTFUL (VERSE 31) 

itthaà gajendraù sa yadäpa saìkaöaà 
präëasya dehé vivaço yadåcchayä 
apärayann ätma-vimokñaëe ciraà 

dadhyäv imäà buddhim athäbhyapadyata 
 

“When the King of the elephants saw that he was under the clutches of the crocodile by 

the will of providence and, being embodied and circumstantially helpless, could not save 

himself from danger, he was extremely afraid of being killed. He consequently thought 

for a long time and finally reached the following decision.” 

 

 Everyone tries to save himself from danger, but when one is unable to save himself, if 

he is pious, he then takes shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead.  

catur-vidhä bhajante mäà 
janäù sukåtino 'rjuna 
ärto jijïäsur arthärthé 
jïäné ca bharatarñabha 
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“O best among the Bhäratas, four kinds of pious men begin to render devotional 

service unto Me—the distressed, the desirer of wealth, the inquisitive, and he who is 

searching for knowledge of the Absolute.” (BG 7.16) 

 After considerable thought, he intelligently arrived at this correct decision. Such a 

decision is not reached by a sinful man. 

 

2. OTHERS CAN’T PROTECT (VERSE 32) 

na mäm ime jïätaya äturaà gajäù 
kutaù kariëyaù prabhavanti mocitum 

gräheëa päçena vidhätur ävåto 
'py ahaà ca taà yämi paraà paräyaëam 

 
“The other elephants, who are my friends and relatives, could not rescue me from this 

danger. What then to speak of my wives? They cannot do anything. It is by the will of 

providence that I have been attacked by this crocodile, and therefore I shall seek shelter 

of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is always the shelter of everyone, even of 

great personalities.” 

 

 This material world is a place where there is danger at every step  

samäçritä ye pada-pallava-plavaà 
mahat-padaà puëya-yaço muräreù 

bhavämbudhir vatsa-padaà paraà padaà 
padaà padaà yad vipadäà na teñäm 

 

“For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the lord, who is the shelter 

of the cosmic manifestation and is famous as Muräri, the enemy of the Mura demon, 

the ocean of the material world is like the water contained in a calf's hoof-print. Their 

goal is paraà padam, Vaikuëöha, the place where there are no material miseries, not 

the place where there is danger at every step.” (SMB -10.14.58) 

 

 We may struggle for existence as far as our intelligence allows and may try to take 

care of ourselves, but unless the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa, ultimately 

saves us from danger, our attempts will be useless. 
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 We may invent so many ways to be happy or to counteract the dangers of this 

material world, but unless our attempts are sanctioned by the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead, they will never make us happy 

bälasya neha çaraëaà pitarau nåsiàha 
närtasya cägadam udanvati majjato nauù 
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihäïjaseñöas 

tävad vibho tanu-bhåtäà tvad-upekñitänäm 
 

“My Lord Nåsiàhadeva, o Supreme, because of a bodily conception of life, embodied 

souls neglected and not cared for by you cannot do anything for their betterment. 

Whatever remedies they accept, although perhaps temporarily beneficial, are certainly 

impermanent. For example, a father and mother cannot protect their child, a 

physician and medicine cannot relieve a suffering patient, and a boat on the ocean 

cannot protect a drowning man.” (SMB 7.9.19) 

 

3.  KRISHNA CAN ONLY PROTECT (VERSE 33) 

yaù kaçcaneço balino 'ntakoragät 
pracaëòa-vegäd abhidhävato bhåçam 

bhétaà prapannaà paripäti yad-bhayän 
måtyuù pradhävaty araëaà tam émahi 

 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is certainly not known to everyone, but He is very 

powerful and influential. Therefore, although the serpent of eternal time, which is fearful 

in force, endlessly chases everyone, ready to swallow him, if one who fears this serpent 

seeks shelter of the Lord, the Lord gives him protection, for even death runs away in fear 

of the Lord. I therefore surrender unto Him, the great and powerful supreme authority 

who is the actual shelter of everyone.” 

 

 Måtyu, or death, is the representative who takes everything away from the living 

entity who has accepted a material body. The best course, is to seek shelter of Kåñëa, 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and be saved from the struggle for existence in 

this material world, in which one repeatedly takes birth and dies. To reach this 

understanding is the ultimate goal of life. 
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 3 
 

GAJENDRA’S PRAYERS OF SURRENDER  
 

SECTIONS VERSES 
Gajendra remembers  a mantra from his previous life 1 
Characteristics of Supreme Personality of Godhead 2-5 

Qualifications to realize Supreme Personality of Godhead 6-7 
Appearance of Supreme Personality of Godhead 8-12 

Qualities of Supreme Personality of Godhead 13-17 
Obstacles to achieve the Lord 18 
Impetus to achieve the Lord 19-21 

Summary description of Supreme Personality of Godhead 22-24 
Gajendra’s prayers for shelter 25-29 

Gajendra prayers end – Lord descends 30-33 
  
 

GAJENDRA REMEMBERS A MANTRA (VERSE 1) 

 

evaà vyavasito buddhyä 
samädhäya mano hådi 

jajäpa paramaà jäpyaà 
präg-janmany anuçikñitam 

 

“Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé continued: Thereafter, the King of the elephants, Gajendra, fixed his 

mind in his heart with perfect intelligence and chanted a mantra which he had learned in his 

previous birth as Indradyumna and which he remembered by the grace of Kåñëa.” (VERSE 1) 

 

1. Even if a person engaged in devotional service falls down, he is not degraded, but is 

placed in a position in which he will in due course of time remember the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead. To enable one to achieve perfection, Kåñëa gives one the chance 

to remember Him again. 

tatra taà buddhi-saàyogaà 
labhate paurva-dehikam 

yatate ca tato bhüyaù 
saàsiddhau kuru-nandana 

pürväbhyäsena tenaiva 
hriyate hy avaço 'pi saù 

 
“On taking such a birth, he revives the divine consciousness of his previous life, and he 

again tries to make further progress in order to achieve complete success, O son of Kuru. 
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By virtue of the divine consciousness of his previous life, he automatically becomes 

attracted to the yogic principles—even without seeking them.” (BG 6.43-44) 

 

2.  Every devotee should practice in order to chant some mantra perfectly so that even 

though he may be imperfect in spiritual consciousness in this life, in his next life he will 

not forget Kåñëa consciousness, even if he becomes an animal. 

 Example, Ajämila  

 We should not forget the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mantra under any 

circumstances. It will help us in the greatest danger. 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SUPREME LORD (VERSES 2-4) - WHAT 

 

Characteristics  

Cause of all causes 

Transcendental 

Supreme Energy 

Supreme Energetic 

 

1. CAUSE OF ALL CAUSES (VERSE 2) 

çré-gajendra uväca 
oà namo bhagavate tasmai 

yata etac cid-ätmakam 
puruñäyädi-béjäya 

pareçäyäbhidhémahi 
 

“The King of the elephants, Gajendra, said: I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 

Supreme Person, Väsudeva [oà namo bhagavate väsudeväya]. Because of Him this 

material body acts due to the presence of spirit, and He is therefore the root cause of 

everyone. He is worshipable for such exalted persons as Brahmä and Çiva, and He has 

entered the heart of every living being. Let me meditate upon Him.” 

 

 Gajendra: “My life exists because of your touch – spirit – now want to engage it in 

Your service.”  
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2. 1 Etac cid-ätmakam 

2.1.1 The material body certainly consists only of material elements, but when one 

awakens to Kåñëa conscious understanding, the body is no longer material but 

spiritual. 

 Guruñu nara-matiù: One should stop thinking of the spiritual master as an 

ordinary human being with a material body. 

mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa 
bhakti-yogena sevate 

sa guëän samatétyaitän 
brahma-bhüyäya kalpate 

 
“One who engages in full devotional service, unfailing in all circumstances, at 

once transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of 

Brahman.” (BG14.26) 

 Arcye viñëau çilä-dhéù: Everyone knows that the Deity in the temple is made of 

stone, but to think that the Deity is merely stone is an offense 

 

2.2 Let us therefore offer our obeisances unto the Supreme, by whose mercy so-called 

material things also become spiritual when they are engaged in spiritual activity. 

 

 Oàkära (praëava) 

Sound representation 
of the Supreme Lord 

No

What type? 

ädi-béjäya 

Origin Controller 
(parameçvara of Lord 

Brahma, Siva etc) 

pareçäyä 

puruñäya 

Impersonal? Oàkära 
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2. SUPREME ENERGY (VERSE 3) 
   

yasminn idaà yataç cedaà 
yenedaà ya idaà svayam 

yo 'smät parasmäc ca paras 
taà prapadye svayambhuvam 

 

“The Supreme Godhead is the supreme platform on which everything rests, the 

ingredient by which everything has been produced, and the person who has created and 

is the only cause of this cosmic manifestation. Nonetheless, He is different from the cause 

and the result. I surrender unto Him, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is self-

sufficient in everything.” (VERSE 3) 

 

Analogy 1. Canvas painting, paint and painter – painter different from paint and painting 

mayä tatam idaà sarvaà 
jagad avyakta-mürtinä 

mat-sthäni sarva-bhütäni 
na cähaà teñv avasthitaù 

 
“By Me, in My unmanifested form, this entire universe is pervaded. All beings are in 

Me, but I am not in them.” 

 

Analogy 2. Potter, pot wheel, pot, earth 

 

 Although He is everything, His personality is different from the cosmic manifestation. 

 

3. SUPREME ENERGETIC (VERSE 4) 

Created 

Destroyed 

By Your potency Cosmos 

 

 yaù svätmanédaà – Supreme witness in unmanifested and manifested  

     Gajendra : “You can see my desires” 
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 ätma-mülo –Cause and result  

           Gajendra:  “Cause of my misery and free me from my misery” 

 

4. TRANSCENDENTAL (VERSE 5) 

kälena païcatvam iteñu kåtsnaço 
lokeñu päleñu ca sarva-hetuñu 

tamas tadäséd gahanaà gabhéraà 
yas tasya päre 'bhiviräjate vibhuù 

 
“In due course of time, when all the causative and effective manifestations of the 

universe, including the planets and their directors and maintainers, are annihilated, there 

is a situation of dense darkness. Above this darkness, however, is the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead. I take shelter of His lotus feet.”  

 

 äditya-varëaà tamasaù parastät.  

Analogy:Sun: In our daily experience, when we on earth are in the darkness of night, the 

sun is always luminous somewhere in the sky. Similarly, the SPG, the supreme sun, 

always remains luminous, even when the entire cosmic manifestation is annihilated in 

due course of time 

 

QUALIFICATIONS TO REALIZE SUPREME LORD (VERSES 6-7) - WHO 

 

1. “I AM UNQUALIFIED” (VERSE 6) 

na yasya devä åñayaù padaà vidur 
jantuù punaù ko 'rhati gantum éritum 

yathä naöasyäkåtibhir viceñöato 
duratyayänukramaëaù sa mävatu 

 
“An artist onstage, being covered by attractive dresses and dancing with different 

movements, is not understood by his audience; similarly, the activities and features of the 

supreme artist cannot be understood even by the demigods or great sages, and certainly 

not by those who are unintelligent like animals. Neither the demigods and sages nor the 

unintelligent can understand the features of the Lord, nor can they express in words His 

actual position. May that Supreme Personality of Godhead give me protection.”  
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 Gajendra: “Even demigods and great sages cannot understand SPG then what to speak 

of animal like me?” 

 

Analogy: Artist – Not understood by his audience 

 

 We must simply accept the word of Lord Rämacandra, Lord Kåñëa and Lord Çré 

Caitanya Mahäprabhu and follow in Their footsteps. Then it may be possible for us to 

know the purpose of Their incarnations. 

 

2. WHO IS QUALIFIED? (VERSE 7) 

didåkñavo yasya padaà sumaìgalaà 
vimukta-saìgä munayaù susädhavaù 
caranty aloka-vratam avraëaà vane 

bhütätma-bhütäù suhådaù sa me gatiù 
 

“Renunciants and great sages who see all living beings equally, who are friendly to 

everyone and who flawlessly practice in the forest the vows of brahmacarya, vänaprastha 

and sannyäsa desire to see the all-auspicious lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead. May that same Supreme Personality of Godhead be my destination.” 

 

 Gajendra: “I also aspire for such qualities but I am helpless as even great sages are 

bewildered and  I am just an animal” 

 

2.1 Qualities of great souls  

 Detachment 

 Sense Control 

 

2.2 Dealings of great souls  

 Equal vision 

 Compassion  

 

2.3 Making no distinction between one nation and another or one community and 

another, they preach Kåñëa consciousness everywhere. 
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3. WHO TO TAKE SHELTER OF TO SEE SUPREME PERSONALITY OF GODHEAD? 

(VERSE 7) 

 Great souls having qualities mentioned above 

 

APPEARANCE OF SUPREME LORD (VERSES 8-12) – HOW 

 

Place 

Process 

Forms 

Appearance of 
Supreme Lord 

 

1. PLACE (VERSES 8-10) 

Internal (VERSE 10) 

External – world (VERSES 8-9) 

Place 

 

1.1 External - World (VERSES 8-9) 

na vidyate yasya ca janma karma vä 
na näma-rüpe guëa-doña eva vä 

tathäpi lokäpyaya-sambhaväya yaù 
sva-mäyayä täny anukälam åcchati 

 
tasmai namaù pareçäya 

brahmaëe 'nanta-çaktaye 
arüpäyoru-rüpäya 

nama äçcarya-karmaëe 
 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no material birth, activities, name, form, 

qualities or faults. To fulfill the purpose for which this material world is created and 

destroyed, He comes in the form of a human being like Lord Räma or Lord Kåñëa by His 

original internal potency. He has immense potency, and in various forms, all free from 

material contamination, He acts wonderfully. He is therefore the Supreme Brahman. I 

offer my respects to Him.” 
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 Gajendra: “If you save me and kill the crocodile, then both will be delivered.” 

 If to attain Krishna you have to have equal vision, then how do you expect Lord to 

kill one and protect another? Is it not inequality? No. Anyone annihilated by Supreme 

Lord gets the same result as devotee protected by Krishna. Both are transcendentally 

promoted.  

 

1.2 Internal (VERSE 10) 

nama ätma-pradépäya 
säkñiëe paramätmane 
namo giräà vidüräya 
manasaç cetasäm api 

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the self-

effulgent Supersoul, who is the witness in everyone's heart, who enlightens the individual 

soul and who cannot be reached by exercises of the mind, words or consciousness.” 

 

2. PROCESS (VERSE 11) 

sattvena pratilabhyäya 
naiñkarmyeëa vipaçcitä 

namaù kaivalya-näthäya 
nirväëa-sukha-saàvide 

 
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is realized by pure devotees who act in the 

transcendental existence of bhakti-yoga. He is the bestower of uncontaminated happiness 

and is the master of the transcendental world. Therefore I offer my respect unto Him.” 

 

 

Bhakti 

Pure 

Imported from 
spiritual word by 

master of 
spiritual world 

Naiskarmyena 

Acts in devotional 
service under 

direction of guru 

No desire to enjoy 

Prideless 

Process 
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2.1 Only by devotional service can one understand the Supreme. 

Bhaktyä mäm abhijänäti yävän yaç cäsmi tattvataù 
 

“One can understand Me as I am, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, only by 

devotional service” [BG 18.55] 

 

2.2 Definition of naiñkarmya 

 Gopäla-täpané Upaniñad (15) defines naiskarmya as 

 

bhaktir asya bhajanaà tad ihämutropädhi-nairäsyenaivämuñmin manasaù kalpanam 
etad eva ca naiñkarmyam. 

 
“One acts in naiñkarmya when he fully engages in Kåñëa conscious activities without 

material desires to enjoy, either here or in the upper planetary systems, in the present 

life or in a future life (iha-amutra)”  

 

 When one is freed from all contamination and he acts in devotional service under 

the direction of the spiritual master, one is on the platform of naiñkarma. 

 

3. FORMS (VERSE 12) 

namaù çäntäya ghoräya 
müòhäya guëa-dharmiëe 

nirviçeñäya sämyäya 
namo jïäna-ghanäya ca 

 

“I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord Väsudeva, who is all-pervading, to the Lord's 

fierce form as Lord Nåsiàhadeva, to the Lord's form as an animal [Lord Varähadeva], to 

Lord Dattätreya, who preached impersonalism, to Lord Buddha, and to all the other 

incarnations. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Lord, who has no material 

qualities but who accepts the three qualities goodness, passion and ignorance within this 

material world. I also offer my respectful obeisances unto the impersonal Brahman 

effulgence.” 

 

 Lord: “Hey! How can I appear now? It is not the time for me. 
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Gajendra: “Sir! You have appeared so many times as perfect forms according to the 

needs of the distressed. Please save me now from this distress.”    

 Lord accepts forms as per the time, place, circumstance and candidate’s proclivity. 

 Lord appears perpetually: For atheists who disbelieve in the existence of the Lord, all 

these incarnations appear.  

 Lord comes in so many forms that no one can say that there is no God. 

 Jïäna-ghanäya – One whose search for Absolute Truth has matured and his 

knowledge becomes extremely intense and deep, Superficial knowledge is useless for 

understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead  

 

QUALITIES OF SUPREME PERSONALITY OF GODHEAD (VERSES 13-17) – 

WHY KRISHNA IS SUPREME SHELTER? 

 

Qualities 
of Lord 

Supreme 
Director 

Supreme 
Merciful 

Supreme 
Revealer of 
Knowledge 

Supreme 
Cause 

Supreme 
Father 

 

 

1. SUPREME FATHER (VERSE 13) 

kñetra-jïäya namas tubhyaà 
sarvädhyakñäya säkñiëe 

puruñäyätma-müläya 
müla-prakåtaye namaù 
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“I beg to offer my respectful obeisances unto You, who are the Supersoul, the 

superintendent of everything, and the witness of all that occurs. You are the Supreme 

Person, the origin of material nature and of the total material energy. You are also the 

owner of the material body. Therefore, You are the supreme complete. I offer my 

respectful obeisances unto You. “ 

 

 Gajendra: “You see, You know, You control, O Father! Save Your struggling son.” 

 

1.1 Kñetra-jïäya: Supreme proprietor.  

kñetra-jïaà cäpi mäà viddhi sarva-kñetreñu bhärata 
 

"O scion of Bharata, you should understand that I am also the knower in all bodies." 

(BG 13.3) 

Analogy. House on rent: We may rent and occupy a house, but actually the owner of 

the house is the landlord. Similarly, we may be allotted a certain type of body as a 

facility with which to enjoy this material world, but the actual proprietor of the body 

is Supreme Lord. 

 

1.2 Sarvädhyakña: Everything in the material world works under His supervision 

mayädhyakñeëa prakåtiù süyate sacaräcaram 
 

 "This material nature, working under My direction, O son of Kunté, is producing all 

moving and unmoving beings." (BG 9.10) 

 

1.3 Ätma-müla: The original source of everything 

béjaà mäà sarva-bhütänäm 
 

“I am the original seed of all existences” (BG 7.10) 

 

sarva-yoniñu kaunteya 
mürtayaù sambhavanti yäù 
täsäà brahma mahad yonir 

ahaà béja-pradaù pita 
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"It should be understood that all living entities, in all species of life, O son of Kunté, 

are made possible by birth in this material nature, and that I am the seed-giving 

father." (BG 14.4) 

 

Analogy: prakåti – Mother, Krishna – Father, Jiva – sons 

 

Creates 

Controls 

Progeny 
Owns Father  

 

1.4 Why Living entities have become sons of prakåti?       

 All living entities are sons or parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord, but because they 

are struggling with different mentalities, they have been given different types of 

bodies. Thus they have become sons of material nature. 

manaù ñañöhänéndriyäëi prakåti-sthäni karñati 
 

“Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six senses, which 

include the mind.” (BG 15.7) 

 

1.5 Every living entity in this material world is struggling for existence, and the only 

salvation or relief from the cycle of birth and death in the evolutionary process is full 

surrender. 

 

2. SUPREME DIRECTOR (VERSE 14) 
 

sarvendriya-guëa-drañöre 
sarva-pratyaya-hetave 
asatä cchäyayoktäya 

sad-äbhäsäya te namaù 
 

“My Lord, You are the observer of all the objectives of the senses. Without Your mercy, 

there is no possibility of solving the problem of doubts. The material world is just like a 
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shadow resembling You. Indeed, one accepts this material world as real because it gives a 

glimpse of Your existence.” 

 

 Gajendra: “I was chasing sense objects but you were directing me towards that 

objective. As you helped me forget, help me remember.” 

 Steps: 1. Observe 2. Direct 3. Remind 4. Orchestrate, create substitute 

 

2.1 Sarvendriya-guëa-drañöre:  

 Seer of all objectives pursued by the senses 

 

2.2 Sarva-pratyaya-hetave 

 Solution to all doubts 

 Result give glimpse of cause 

 

2.3 Asatä cchäyayoktäya sad-äbhäsäya 

 Supreme Lord is the cause of material world hence it appears real.  

 

 

3 doers 

Jiva desires                      
(sarva-indriya-guëa-drañöre)

Krishna Sanctions      
(sarva-pratyaya-hetave)

Material nature facilitates           
(asatä cchäyayoktäya sad-äbhäsäya)

Observes 

Facilitate 

Observe 

Facilitate 

2 jobs of 
director 

 The conditioned soul wrongly progresses toward the wrong objective, life after life, 

and he is reminded of that objective by You.  

 In one life the conditioned soul desires to progress toward a certain objective, but 

after his body changes, he forgets everything.  
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 Nonetheless, my Lord, because he wanted to enjoy something of this world, You 

remind him of this in his next birth.  

 Mattaù småtir jïänam apohanaà ca [BG 15.15]. Because the conditioned soul wants 

to forget You, by Your grace You give him opportunities, life after life, by which he 

can almost perpetually forget You.  

 It is because You are the original cause of everything that everything appears real. 

 

3. SUPREME CAUSE (VERSE 15) - Adbhuta-käraëäya 

namo namas te 'khila-käraëäya 
niñkäraëäyädbhuta-käraëäya 

sarvägamämnäya-mahärëaväya 
namo 'pavargäya paräyaëäya 

 
“My Lord, You are the cause of all causes, but You Yourself have no cause. Therefore You 

are the wonderful cause of everything. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You, who are 

the shelter of the Vedic knowledge contained in the çästras like the Païcarätras and 

Vedänta-sütra, which are Your representations, and who are the source of the paramparä 

system. Because it is You who can give liberation, You are the only shelter for all 

transcendentalists. Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

 

 Why? Always complete, inspite of unlimited expansions from Supreme Lord 

oà pürëam adaù pürëam idaà 
pürëät pürëam udacyate 
pürëasya pürëam ädäya 

pürëam evävaçiñyate 
 

“The Personality of Godhead is perfect and complete, and because He is completely 

perfect, all emanations from Him, such as this phenomenal world, are perfectly 

equipped as complete wholes. Whatever is produced of the Complete Whole is also 

complete in itself. Because He is the Complete Whole, even though so many complete 

units emanate from Him, He remains the complete balance.” (Éço Invocation) 

Janmädy asya yataù  
 

“He from whom everything emanates”  
 

Govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi 
 

 28
Gajendra Mokçana Leelä 

 



ISKCON desire tree                                                                    Çrimad Bhāgavatam, Canto 8 

“I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord” [BS] 
 

éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù 
sac-cid-änanda-vigrahaù 

anädir ädir govindaù 
sarva-käraëa-käraëam 

 
"Kåñëa, who is known as Govinda, is the supreme controller. He has an eternal, 

blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all. He has no other origin, for He is the 

prime cause of all causes." (BS 5.1) 

mattaù sarvaà pravartate 
 

"Everything emanates from Me." (BG 10.8) 

 

Analogy Sun: Even in this material world, we can understand that the sun has existed 

for millions of years and has given off heat and light since its creation, yet the sun still 

retains its power and never changes. What then is to be said of the supreme cause, 

paraà brahma, Kåñëa? 

 

 Everything emanates from Kåñëa eternally, yet He is the same Kåñëa and does not 

change. Therefore He is the shelter of all transcendentalists who are eager to get free 

from material bondage. (paräyaëäya)   

 Therefore, everyone must take shelter of Kåñëa.  

akämaù sarva-kämo vä 
mokña-käma udära-dhéù 
tévreëa bhakti-yogena 
yajeta puruñaà param 

 
"Whether one desires everything or nothing or desires to merge into the existence of 

the Lord, he is intelligent only if he worships Lord Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead, by rendering transcendental loving service." (SMB 2.3.10) 

 How to understand Krishna? Through Vedas. All Vedic knowledge flows toward Him. 
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Ädbhuta-Käraëäya Sambandha 

sarvägamämnäya-
mahärëaväya

Abhidheya 

 

 

Facility 

Knowledge 

sat 

cit samvit 

hladini 

sandhini 

ananda Experience 

Cause 

 

 
4. SUPREME REVEALER OF KNOWLEDGE (VERSE 15) - MERCIFUL 
 

guëäraëi-cchanna-cid-uñmapäya 
tat-kñobha-visphürjita-mänasäya 

naiñkarmya-bhävena vivarjitägama- 
svayaà-prakäçäya namas karomi 

 
“My Lord, as the fire in araëi wood is covered, You and Your unlimited knowledge are 

covered by the material modes of nature. Your mind, however, is not attentive to the 

activities of the modes of nature. Those who are advanced in spiritual knowledge are not 

subject to the regulative principles directed in the Vedic literatures. Because such 

advanced souls are transcendental, You personally appear in their pure minds. Therefore 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

 
 “But as elephant you have no access to the Vedas?” 

 
teñäm evänukampärtham 
aham ajïäna-jaà tamaù 

näçayämy ätma-bhäva-stho 
jïäna-dépena bhäsvatä 

 
“To show them special mercy, I, dwelling in their hearts, destroy with the shining 

lamp of knowledge the darkness born of ignorance.” (BG 10.11) 

 30
Gajendra Mokçana Leelä 

 



ISKCON desire tree                                                                    Çrimad Bhāgavatam, Canto 8 

A1. Fire in araëi wood is covered – You are unaffected by modes.  

 

 All living entities are covered by the modes of material nature, and the fire of 

knowledge can be ignited only by the Supreme Personality of Godhead when one 

takes Him within one's heart. 

 If one takes seriously the lotus feet of Kåñëa, who is seated within one's heart, the 

Lord eradicates all ignorance. 

 When all the sins are eradicated –becomes so advanced that they are transcendental to 

the regulations of the Vedas.  

Above Vedic rules   
vivarjitägama 
(Transgress) 

Transcendental 
naiñkarmya-bhävena    

(Transcendental) 

Carry Krishna      
svayaà-prakäçäya   

(Trance) 

Result of 
revelation 

 

 

5. SUPREMELY MERCIFUL – VERSE 17 – DELIVERER 

mädåk prapanna-paçu-päça-vimokñaëäya 
muktäya bhüri-karuëäya namo 'layäya 

sväàçena sarva-tanu-bhån-manasi pratéta- 
pratyag-dåçe bhagavate båhate namas te 

 
“Since an animal such as me has surrendered unto You, who are supremely liberated, 

certainly You will release me from this dangerous position. Indeed, being extremely 

merciful, You incessantly try to deliver me. By your partial feature as Paramätmä, You are 

situated in the hearts of all embodied beings. You are celebrated as direct transcendental 

knowledge, and You are unlimited. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You, the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead.”  
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5.1 Paçu-päça: In this material world, everyone is a paçu, an animal, because of the bodily 

conception of life everyone is attacked by the crocodile of material existence. 

yasyätma-buddhiù kuëape tri-dhätuke 
sva-dhéù kalaträdiñu bhauma ijya-dhéù 

yat tértha-buddhiù salile na karhicij 
janeñv abhijïeñu sa eva go-kharaù 

 
"A human being who identifies the body made of three elements as the self, who 

considers the by-products of the body to be his kinsmen, who considers the land of his 

birth to be worshipable, and who goes to a place of pilgrimage simply to bathe rather 

than to meet men of transcendental knowledge there is to be considered like a cow or an 

ass." (SMB 10.84.13)  

 

5.2 Muktäya: Free from contaminations of material nature.  

 

5.3 Bhüri-karuëäya:  

 God is liberated, and He tries to make us liberated, but although He is constantly 

trying, we refuse to accept His instructions.  

 Nonetheless, He has not become angry.  

 Thus he is described as unlimitedly merciful in delivering us from this miserable 

material condition of life and taking us back home BTG.  

 

5.4 Namo 'layäya: Who is never inattentive or idle for the purpose of my deliverance.  

 He is with in our hearts and is never inattentive. 

Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe 'rjuna tiñöhati 
 

“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone's heart, O Arjuna!” (BG 18.61) 

 His only aim is to deliver us from material life.  

 It is not that He becomes attentive to us only when we offer prayers to Him. 

  Even before we offer our prayers, He incessantly tries to deliver us. He is never lazy 

in regard to our deliverance. 

 It is the causeless mercy of the Supreme Lord that He always tries to bring us back 

home, back to Godhead 
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hence 

muktäya 

bhüri-karuëäya 

sväàçena 

vimokñaëäya 

Alayäya 

pratyag-dåçe 

hence 

hence 

hence 

bhagavate båhate 

Lord is 

 

 

5.5 Bhagavate båhate 

 Everyone is bhagavän—everyone possesses opulence—but Kåñëa is båhän bhagavän, 

the possessor of unlimited opulence. 

 

5.6 Båhate namas te: Same as båhate çré-kåñëäya. 

 All the viñëu-tattvas emanate from Kåñëa 

athavä bahunaitena 
kià jïätena tavärjuna 

viñöabhyäham idaà kåtsnam 
ekäàçena sthito jagat 

 

"But what need is there, Arjuna, for all this detailed knowledge? With a single 

fragment of Myself I pervade and support this entire universe." 

Aham ädir hi devänäm 
 

“Kåñëa is the ädi, or beginning, of the devas of this material world—Brahmä, Viñëu 

and Maheçvara” (BG 10.2) 

Ahaà sarvasya prabhavaù 
 

“Even Brahmä, Viñëu and Maheçvara come from Kåñëa.” (BG 10.8) 

 Mattaù parataraà nänyat kiïcid asti dhanaïjaya 
 

“There is no personality superior to Kåñëa” (BG 7.7) 
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OBSTACLES – (VERSE 18) – IF KRISHNA IS SUPREME SHELTER, WHY 

DON’T PEOPLE TAKE HIS SHELTER EASILY?  

 

 Lord: “Why didn’t you take shelter of Me before?” 

 
ätmätma-jäpta-gåha-vitta-janeñu saktair 

duñpräpaëäya guëa-saìga-vivarjitäya 
muktätmabhiù sva-hådaye paribhävitäya 

jïänätmane bhagavate nama éçvaräya 
 

“My Lord, those who are completely freed from material contamination always meditate 

upon You within the cores of their hearts. You are extremely difficult to attain for those 

like me who are too attached to mental concoction, home, relatives, friends, money, 

servants and assistants. You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, uncontaminated by 

the modes of nature. You are the reservoir of all enlightenment, the supreme controller. I 

therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 

 

 Material attachments:  

ätmätma-jäpta-gåha-vitta-janeñu saktair duñpräpaëäya 
 

“You are extremely difficult to attain for those like me who are too attached to mental 

concoction, home, relatives, friends, money, servants and assistants.” 

 

 Guëa-saìga-vivarjitäya: Supreme Lord is uncontaminated by the modes of nature. 

 Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead appears as an incarnation within 

this material world, He is unaffected by the modes of material nature. 

avajänanti mäà müòhä mänuñéà tanum äçritam  
 

“Foolish men with insufficient knowledge deride the Personality of Godhead 

because He appears just like a human being.” (BG 9.11) 

 Apäpa-viddham: He is not contaminated (Éçopaniñad) 

 Therefore the Supreme Personality of Godhead can be understood only by the 

muktätmä, the liberated soul. 
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 Muktätmabhiù sva-hådaye paribhävitäya: Only the liberated person can constantly 

think of Kåñëa. Such a person is the greatest of all yogés. 

 

IMPETUS FOR SHELTER– (VERSE 19-21)  

 

1. FOR SAKÄMA BHAKTAS: (VERSE 19) 

yaà dharma-kämärtha-vimukti-kämä 
bhajanta iñöäà gatim äpnuvanti 

kià cäçiño räty api deham avyayaà 
karotu me 'dabhra-dayo vimokñaëam 

 
“After worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead, those who are interested in the 

four principles of religion, economic development, sense gratification and liberation 

obtain from Him what they desire. What then is to be said of other benedictions? Indeed, 

sometimes the Lord gives a spiritual body to such ambitious worshipers. May that 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is unlimitedly merciful, bestow upon me the 

benediction of liberation from this present danger and from the materialistic way of life.” 

  

 Gajendra: “Therefore, why will You not free me?” 

,  

Impetus 

Lord’s reciprocation 

Never disappoints, 
Fulfills desire 

 
1.1.Lord reciprocates:  

 
akämaù sarva-kämo vä 
mokña-käma udära-dhéù 
tévreëa bhakti-yogena 
yajeta puruñaà param 
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“A person who has broader intelligence, whether he be full of all material desire, without 

any material desire, or desiring liberation, must by all means worship the supreme whole, 

the Personality of Godhead.” (SMB 2.3.10) 

 
Ye yathä mäà prapadyante  

täàs tathaiva bhajämy aham 
  

“As all surrender unto Me, I reward them accordingly” (BG 4.11) 
 
1.2 Never disappoints, fulfills desires 
 

 Kåñëa is situated in everyone's heart, and He gives that which is desired by the 

living entity. 

éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà 
håd-deçe 'rjuna tiñöhati 

bhrämayan sarva-bhütäni 
yanträrüòhäni mäyayä 

 
"The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone's heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the 

wanderings of all living entities, who are seated as on a machine, made of the 

material energy." (BG 18.61) 

 The Lord gives everyone an opportunity to fulfill his ambitions. 

 Ex, Dhruva Mahäräja  

 

Spiritual body 

Does not 
disappoints anyone 
who take shelter of 

His lotus feets 

+ 

Kingdom 

Dhruva 
Mahäräja 

 

 
2. FOR NIÑKÄMA BHAKTAS (VERSES 20-21) 
 

ekäntino yasya na kaïcanärthaà 
väïchanti ye vai bhagavat-prapannäù 

aty-adbhutaà tac-caritaà sumaìgalaà 
gäyanta änanda-samudra-magnäù 
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“Unalloyed devotees, who have no desire other than to serve the Lord, worship Him in 

full surrender and always hear and chant about His activities, which are most wonderful 

and auspicious. Thus they always merge in an ocean of transcendental bliss. Such 

devotees never ask the Lord for any benediction.” (VERSE 20) 

 
 Unalloyed devotees have 3 features: 

1. Only service 

2. Full surrender 

3. Hear and chant 

anyäbhiläñitä-çünyaà 
jïäna-karmädy-anävåtam 

änukülyena kåñëänu- 
çélanaà bhaktir uttamä 

 
"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord Kåñëa favorably 

and without desire for material profit or gain through fruitive activities or philosophical 

speculation. That is called pure devotional service." (BRS 1.1.11) 

tam akñaraà brahma paraà pareçam 
avyaktam ädhyätmika-yoga-gamyam 

aténdriyaà sükñmam ivätidüram 
anantam ädyaà paripürëam éòe 

 
“I, however, am in danger. Thus I pray to that Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is 

eternally existing, who is invisible, who is the Lord of all great personalities, such as 

Brahmä, and who is available only by transcendental bhakti-yoga. Being extremely subtle, 

He is beyond the reach of my senses and transcendental to all external realization. He is 

unlimited, He is the original cause, and He is completely full in everything. I offer my 

obeisances unto Him.” (VERE 21) 

 
 Unalloyed devotees have nothing to ask from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 

but Gajendra, the King of the elephants, was circumstantially asking for an immediate 

benediction because he had no other way to be rescued. 

  Sometimes, when there is no alternative, a pure devotee, being fully dependent on 

the mercy of the Supreme Lord, prays for some benediction. But in such a prayer 

there is also regret.  
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 One who always hears and chants about the transcendental pastimes of the Lord is 

always situated on a platform on which he has nothing to ask in terms of material 

benefits.  

 Unless one is a completely pure devotee, one cannot enjoy the transcendental bliss 

derived from chanting and dancing in the ecstasy of the saìkértana movement. Such 

ecstasy is not possible for an ordinary devotee. 

 Ädhyätmika-yoga-gamyam, indicating that unless one is situated on this 

transcendental platform, one cannot approach the Supreme Lord. 

 The benediction of being able to approach the Lord can be achieved after many, many 

births, yet Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has awarded this benediction to everyone, even 

to the fallen souls who have no heritage of anything in spiritual life. 

 Bhaktyäham ekayä grähyaù: only through devotional service can one approach the 

Supreme Lord. 

 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF SUPREME LORD – (VERSES 22-24) – 

UNLIMITED POTENCY 

 
1. WHAT THE LORD CREATES (VERSES 22-23)’ 
 

yasya brahmädayo devä 
vedä lokäç caräcaräù 
näma-rüpa-vibhedena 

phalgvyä ca kalayä kåtäù 
 

yathärciño 'gneù savitur gabhastayo 
niryänti saàyänty asakåt sva-rociñaù 

tathä yato 'yaà guëa-sampraväho 
buddhir manaù khäni çaréra-sargäù 

 
 
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead creates His minor parts and parcels, the jéva-tattva, 

beginning with Lord Brahmä, the demigods and the expansions of Vedic knowledge 

[Säma, Åg, Yajur and Atharva] and including all other living entities, moving and 

nonmoving, with their different names and characteristics. As the sparks of a fire or the 

shining rays of the sun emanate from their source and merge into it again and again, the 

mind, the intelligence, the senses, the gross and subtle material bodies, and the 

 38
Gajendra Mokçana Leelä 

 



ISKCON desire tree                                                                    Çrimad Bhāgavatam, Canto 8 

continuous transformations of the different modes of nature all emanate from the Lord 

and again merge into Him.” 

 
2.  WHAT HE IS NOT? (VERSE 24) 

 
sa vai na deväsura-martya-tiryaì 

na stré na ñaëòho na pumän na jantuù 
näyaà guëaù karma na san na cäsan 

niñedha-çeño jayatäd açeñaù 
 

“He is neither demigod nor demon, neither human nor bird or beast. He is not woman, 

man, or neuter, nor is He an animal. He is not a material quality, a fruitive activity, a 

manifestation or nonmanifestation. He is the last word in the discrimination of "not this, 

not this," and He is unlimited. All glories to the Supreme Personality of Godhead!” 

 

GAJENDRA’S PRAYERS FOR SHELTER (VERSES 25-29) 

 

My need! 
Please help! 

Purification 

Release from 
material life 

Sense Control 

Liberation 
from ignorance 

Remembrance 

 

 

1. LIBERATION FROM IGNORANCE (VERSE 25) 

jijéviñe näham ihämuyä kim 
antar bahiç cävåtayebha-yonyä 

icchämi kälena na yasya viplavas 
tasyätma-lokävaraëasya mokñam 

 
“I do not wish to live anymore after I am released from the attack of the crocodile. What 

is the use of an elephant's body covered externally and internally by ignorance? I simply 
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desire eternal liberation from the covering of ignorance. That covering is not destroyed 

by the influence of time.” 

 

Ävåtayä: Covering of ignorance 

 Struggle for existence 

 Consider every life offered by nature to be happy and pleasing, but in the degraded 

life within this material world, no one can actually be happy.  

 We are making so many plans to live happily, but there cannot be any happiness in 

this material world, however we may try to make a permanent settlement in this life 

or that. 

 

2. RELEASE FROM MATERIAL LIFE (VERSE 26) 

so 'haà viçva-såjaà viçvam 
aviçvaà viçva-vedasam 

viçvätmänam ajaà brahma 
praëato 'smi paraà padam 

 
“Now, fully desiring release from material life, I offer my respectful obeisances unto that 

Supreme Person who is the creator of the universe, who is Himself the form of the 

universe and who is nonetheless transcendental to this cosmic manifestation. He is the 

supreme knower of everything in this world, the Supersoul of the universe. He is the 

unborn, supremely situated Lord. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Him.” 

 

 Skeptics question, “Where is God?” “Someone” who has created the entire cosmic 

manifestation, who has supplied and has become the ingredients for this cosmic 

manifestation, who eternally exists, but who is not within the cosmic manifestation.  

 Simply on the basis of this suggestion, one can offer respectful obeisances unto the 

Supreme Lord. 

 

3. PURIFICATION (VE RSE 27) 

yoga-randhita-karmäëo 
hådi yoga-vibhävite 

yogino yaà prapaçyanti 
yogeçaà taà nato 'smy aham 
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“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme, the Supersoul, the master of all 

mystic yoga, who is seen in the core of the heart by perfect mystics when they are 

completely purified and freed from the reactions of fruitive activity by practicing bhakti-

yoga.” 

 

 Gajendra, simply accepted that there must be someone who has created this cosmic 

manifestation and has supplied its ingredients. This should be admitted by everyone, 

even the most determined atheists. 

 

 Why, then, do the nondevotees and atheists not admit this?  

1. They are polluted by the reactions of their fruitive activities.  

2. They must be freed from all the dirt accumulated within the heart due to fruitive 

activities performed one after another.  

Tadä rajas-tamo-bhäväù käma-lobhädayaç ca ye  
 

“When one is freed from the modes of ignorance and passion, one becomes free from 

the lowest qualities-käma and lobha, lust and greed” (SB 1.2.19) 

 

 How to wash off this dirt? By practicing bhakti-yoga. Yoga-randhita-karmäëaù.  

dhyänävasthita-tad-gatena manasä paçyanti yaà yoginaù 
 

“A yogé is one who always meditates on the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead.” (SMB 12.13.1) 

premäïjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena 
santaù sadaiva hådayeñu vilokayanti 

yaà çyämasundaram acintya-guëa-svarüpaà 
govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi 

 
"I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is Çyämasundara, Kåñëa Himself, with 

inconceivable innumerable attributes, whom the pure devotees see in their heart of 

hearts with the eye of devotion tinged with the salve of love." (BS 5.38) 

 

 Pretentious practice of yoga 
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Not following 
religious 
principles

No rules and 
regulations 

No philosophical 
understanding 

No sense control 

Present 
day 

 

 

 Because the King of the elephants, Gajendra, thought himself an ordinary animal, he 

thought himself unfit to see the Lord. In his humility, he thought that he could not 

practice yoga. In other words, how can those who are like animals in the bodily 

concept of life, and who have no purity of consciousness, practice yoga? 

 

4. SENSE CONTROL (VERSE 28) 

namo namas tubhyam asahya-vega- 
çakti-trayäyäkhila-dhé-guëäya 

prapanna-päläya duranta-çaktaye 
kad-indriyäëäm anaväpya-vartmane 

 
“My Lord, You are the controller of formidable strength in three kinds of energy. You 

appear as the reservoir of all sense pleasure and the protector of the surrendered souls. 

You possess unlimited energy, but You are unapproachable by those who are unable to 

control their senses. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You again and again.” 

 

 Attachment, greed and lust are three formidable forces that prevent one from 

concentrating upon the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.  

 These forces act because the Supreme Lord does not like to be realized by 

nondevotees and atheists. 

  When one surrenders unto the lotus feet of the Lord, these impediments are 

withdrawn, and one can realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead.  
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 Therefore the Lord is the protector of the surrendered soul.  

 One cannot become a devotee until one surrenders unto the Lord's lotus feet.  

 Then the Lord gives one the intelligence from within by which one can return home, 

back to Godhead. 

 

5. REMEMBERANCE – VERSE 29 

näyaà veda svam ätmänaà 
yac-chaktyähaà-dhiyä hatam 
taà duratyaya-mähätmyaà 
bhagavantam ito 'smy aham 

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whose 

illusory energy the jéva, who is part and parcel of God, forgets his real identity because of the 

bodily concept of life. I take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose glories 

are difficult to understand.” 

 

Remembrance 

Jiva’s identity 

Lord’s glories 

Analogy: Father and son – God and soul 

 

GAJENDRA’S PRAYERS ENDS – LORD APPEARS (VERSES 30-33) 

 

VERSE 30 

çré-çuka uväca 
evaà gajendram upavarëita-nirviçeñaà 

brahmädayo vividha-liìga-bhidäbhimänäù 
naite yadopasasåpur nikhilätmakatvät 

taträkhilämara-mayo harir äviräsét 
 

“Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé continued: When the King of the elephants was describing the 

supreme authority, without mentioning any particular person, he did not invoke the 

demigods, headed by Lord Brahmä, Lord Çiva, Indra and Candra. Thus none of them 

approached him. However, because Lord Hari is the Supersoul, Puruñottama, the Personality 

of Godhead, He appeared before Gajendra.” (VERSE 30) 
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1. Demigods did not approached Gajendra, Vishnu did.  

2. Gajendra did not know who supreme authority is.  

Demigods 

Not Supreme 
Authority 

Unable to rescue one 
from dangers of material 

existence               
Analogy: Body- soul 

and demigods -Vishnu 

Not so prompt. Vishnu –
Since in our hearts, 

understands someone 
seeking His favor, 
immediate action. 

All are 
satisfied by 

Vishnu 
worship

 

 

 

Lord Demigods 

POWERFUL Not Supreme authority 

POTENT Not able to rescue from dangers 

of material existence 

PROMPT Not live in proximity of heart 

PRÄNA Satisfied by Vishnu worship 

 

VERSE 31 

taà tadvad ärtam upalabhya jagan-niväsaù 
stotraà niçamya divijaiù saha saàstuvadbhiù 

chandomayena garuòena samuhyamänaç 
cakräyudho 'bhyagamad äçu yato gajendraù 

 

“After understanding the awkward condition of Gajendra, who had offered his prayers, the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, who lives everywhere, appeared with the demigods, 

who were offering prayers to Him. Carrying His disc and other weapons, He appeared there 

on the back of His carrier, Garuòa, with great speed, according to His desire. Thus He 

appeared before Gajendra.” 
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 Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura - Gajendra was praying for the mercy of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, the demigods, who could have immediately gone to 

his rescue, hesitated to go there.  

 Since they considered Gajendra's prayer to be directed toward the Lord, they felt 

offended, and this in itself was offensive. Consequently, when the Lord went there, 

they also went and offered prayers to the Lord so that their offense might be excused. 

 

VERSE 32 

so 'ntaù-sarasy urubalena gåhéta ärto 
dåñövä garutmati harià kha upätta-cakram 

utkñipya sämbuja-karaà giram äha kåcchrän 
näräyaëäkhila-guro bhagavan namas te 

 
“Gajendra had been forcefully captured by the crocodile in the water and was feeling acute 

pain, but when he saw that Näräyaëa, wielding His disc, was coming in the sky on the back 

of Garuòa, he immediately took a lotus flower in his trunk, and with great difficulty due to 

his painful condition, he uttered the following words: "O my Lord, Näräyaëa, master of the 

universe, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You." 

 
 Gajendra was very eager to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead that when he saw the 

Lord coming in the sky, with great pain and in a feeble voice he offered respect to the 

Lord.  

 A devotee does not consider a dangerous position to be dangerous, for in such a 

dangerous position he can fervently pray to the Lord in great ecstasy 

 How to have guaranteed Back to Godhead? When a devotee is in danger,  

1. Remember Lord sincerely  

2. Remember with undiverted attention. 

3. Does not accuse Supreme Lord. 

4. Considers it due to his past misdeeds and offer thanks to the Lord. 

 

VERSE 33 

taà vékñya péòitam ajaù sahasävatérya 
sa-gräham äçu sarasaù kåpayojjahära 

grähäd vipäöita-mukhäd ariëä gajendraà 
saàpaçyatäà harir amümucad ucchriyäëäm 
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“Thereafter, seeing Gajendra in such an aggrieved position, the unborn Supreme Personality 

of Godhead, Hari, immediately got down from the back of Garuòa by His causeless mercy 

and pulled the King of the elephants, along with the crocodile, out of the water. Then, in the 

presence of all the demigods, who were looking on, the Lord severed the crocodile's mouth 

from its body with His disc. In this way He saved Gajendra, the King of the elephants.” 
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SUPREME LORD DELIVERING GAJENDRA AND CROCODILE 
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CANTO 8, CHAPTER 4 
 

GAJENDRA RETURNS TO SPIRITUAL WORLD 
 

SECTIONS VERSES 
Post deliverance leelä 1-6 
Gajendra’s past life  7-12 

Gajendra goes Back to Godhead 13 
Çukadeva Goswāmi’s phalastuti 14-16 

Description of the whole meditation 17-26 
  
 

POST DELIVERANCE LEELÄ (VERSES 1-6) 

 

1. FLOWERS 

çré-çuka uväca 
tadä devarñi-gandharvä 
brahmeçäna-purogamäù 
mumucuù kusumäsäraà 

çaàsantaù karma tad dhareù 
 

“Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé said: When the Lord delivered Gajendra, King of the elephants, all 

the demigods, sages and Gandharvas, headed by Brahmä and Çiva, praised this activity of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead and showered flowers upon both the Lord and Gajendra.” 

(VERSE 1) 

 Great sages like Devala Åñi, Närada Muni and Agastya Muni will sometimes curse 

someone.  

 The curse of such a personality, however, is in fact a benediction. 

 We find evidence in many places that the curse of a great saint or devotee is not a 

curse but a benediction. 
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Crocodile 

cursed benefited 

Gandharva 

Lord’s 
associate Gajendra 

 

2. KETTLE DRUMS 

 

“There was a beating of kettledrums in the heavenly planets, the inhabitants of 

Gandharvaloka began to dance and sing, while great sages and the inhabitants of Cäraëaloka 

and Siddhaloka offered prayers to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Puruñottama.” 

(VERSE 2) 

 

3. KING HUHU  

yo 'sau grähaù sa vai sadyaù 
paramäçcarya-rüpa-dhåk 

mukto devala-çäpena 
hühür gandharva-sattamaù 

 

“The best of the Gandharvas, King Hühü, having been cursed by Devala Muni, had become a 

crocodile. Now, having been delivered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he assumed a 

very beautiful form as a Gandharva.”  (VERSE 3) 

 

 The curse by which the Gandharva took this position was actually a blessing, not a 

curse. 

 One should not be displeased when a saintly person curses someone, for his curse, 

indirectly, is a blessing. Why? Because for him to become an associate of the Supreme 

Lord would have taken millions of long years. However, because he was cursed by 

Devala Åñi, he became a crocodile and in only one life was fortunate enough to see the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face. 

 
so 'nukampita éçena 

parikramya praëamya tam 
lokasya paçyato lokaà 
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svam agän mukta-kilbiñaù 
 

“Having been favored by the causeless mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 

having regained his original form, King Hühü circumambulated the Lord and offered his 

obeisances. Then, in the presence of all the demigods, headed by Brahmä, he returned to 

Gandharvaloka. He had been freed of all sinful reactions.” (VERSE 5) 

 

4. GAJENDRA 

gajendro bhagavat-sparçäd 
vimukto 'jïäna-bandhanät 
präpto bhagavato rüpaà 
péta-väsäç catur-bhujaù 

 

“Because Gajendra, King of the elephants, had been touched directly by the hands of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, he was immediately freed of all material ignorance and 

bondage. Thus he received the salvation of särüpya-mukti, in which he achieved the same 

bodily features as the Lord, being dressed in yellow garments and possessing four hands.” 

(VERSE 6) 

 

 If one is favored by the Supreme Personality of Godhead by having his gross body 

touched by the Lord,  

1. His body turns into a spiritual body,  

2. He can go back home, back to Godhead.  

 Gajendra assumed a spiritual body when his body was touched by the Lord. Example, 

Dhruva Mahäräja 

 Bhagavat-sparçät: The result of touching the Supreme Lord. 

1. Arcanä-paddhati, Daily worship of the Deity, provides an opportunity to touch 

the body of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus it enables one to be 

fortunate enough to get a spiritual body and go back to Godhead 

2. Simply by hearing about His pastimes, chanting His glories, touching His feet 

and offering worship—in other words, by serving the Lord somehow or 

other—one is purified of material contamination. 

 One who is 1. Pure devotee 2. Acts according to the çästra 3.Acts as per the words 

of Supreme Personaluty of Godhead, certainly becomes purified.  
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 Like Gajendra, he assumes a spiritual body and returns home, back to Godhead. 

 

GAJENDRA’S PAST LIFE (VERSES 7-12) 

 

“This Gajendra had formerly been a Vaiñëava and the king of the country known as Päëòya, 

which is in the province of Draviòa [South India]. In his previous life, he was known as 

Indradyumna Mahäräja.” (VERSE 7) 

 

1. 4 DOÑAS VS. 6 GUËAS (VERSES 7-10) 

1.1 6 ornaments in Indradyumna Maharaja 
 

sa ekadärädhana-käla ätmavän 
gåhéta-mauna-vrata éçvaraà harim 
jaöä-dharas täpasa äpluto 'cyutaà 
samarcayäm äsa kuläcaläçramaù 

 
“Indradyumna Mahäräja retired from family life and went to the Malaya Hills, where 

he had a small cottage for his äçrama. He wore matted locks on his head and always 

engaged in austerities. Once, while observing a vow of silence, he was fully engaged 

in the worship of the Lord and absorbed in the ecstasy of love of Godhead.” (VERSE 

8) 

 

1. Detachment (jaöä-dharas) 

2. Austerity (täpasa)  

3. Ecstasy (äpluto) 

4. a. Perfect object of worship b. Supreme controller c. Relieve distress (acyuta) 

5. Perfect worship (samarcayäm) 

6. Self-control (mauna-vrata) 

 

1.2 Agastya Muni’s perception – 4 doñas  

tasmä imaà çäpam adäd asädhur 
ayaà durätmäkåta-buddhir adya 
viprävamantä viçatäà tamisraà 

yathä gajaù stabdha-matiù sa eva 
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“Agastya Muni then spoke this curse against the King: This King Indradyumna is not 

at all gentle. Being low and uneducated, he has insulted a brähmaëa. May he therefore 

enter the region of darkness and receive the dull, dumb body of an elephant.” (VERSE 

9) 

 

1. Not gentle (asädhuù) 

2. Degraded (durätmä) 

3. Uneducated (akåta) 

4. Offensive (avamantä) 

 

1.3 Agastya Muni’s curse 

viçatäà tamisraà 
yathä gajaù stabdha-matiù sa eva 

 

“May he therefore enter the region of darkness and receive the dull, dumb body of an 

elephant.” (VERSE 9) 

 

 Elephant’s qualities 

1. Strong 

2. Big body 

3. Work hard 

4. Eat large quantity of food 

 Intelligence is not at all commensurate with its size and strength.  

 In spite of so much bodily strength, the elephant works as a menial servant for a 

human being. 

 Curse was indirectly a benediction. 

 

2. 10 POINTS ON DEVOTEE’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS REVERSES (VERSES 11-12) 

2.1 Attitude of Indradyumna Maharaja 

çré-çuka uväca 
evaà çaptvä gato 'gastyo 
bhagavän nåpa sänugaù 
indradyumno 'pi räjarñir 
diñöaà tad upadhärayan 
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äpannaù kauïjaréà yonim 

ätma-småti-vinäçiném 
hary-arcanänubhävena 

yad-gajatve 'py anusmåtiù 
 

“Çukadeva Gosvämé continued: My dear King, after Agastya Muni had thus cursed 

King Indradyumna, the Muni left that place along with his disciples. Since the King 

was a devotee, he accepted Agastya Muni's curse as welcome because it was the desire 

of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, although in his next life he got the 

body of an elephant, because of devotional service he remembered how to worship 

and offer prayers to the Lord.” 

 

 Gratitude gives remembrance. 

 Krishna reciprocates with our attitude. 

 Remembers our own faults, Krishna help us remember Him. 

 Remembers other’s faults, Krishna helps us forget Him.  

 Gajendra could remember about his past life due to  

1. Humility (diñöaà tad upadhärayan): The King considered the curse to be due 

to his past misdeeds 

2. Service attitude (hary-arcanänubhävena): Deity worship 

 Although the King was cursed, he welcomed the curse because a devotee is always 

aware that nothing can happen without the desire of the Supreme Lord. 

 

2.2 Upadhärayan: Considering or attitude of a vaishnava 

 A devotee knows what is what; he understands what is happening in material, 

conditional life. 
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Attitude

1. Experience Expectation 
2. Analysis 3. Response 

(Reverses in 
life, curse etc.) 

1. Krishna will 
take care 

2. Promote to the 
spiritual world1. Lord’s desires 

2. Blessings 
3. Past misdeeds 
4. Token reaction 

5. Purification from 
reactions of material 

contaminations. 

1. Continues service 
 

2. Undisturbed 
 

3. Dependence on 
Lord for everything. 
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GAJENDRA GOES BACK TO GODHEAD (VERSE 13) 

 
evaà vimokñya gaja-yütha-pam abja-näbhas 

tenäpi pärñada-gatià gamitena yuktaù 
gandharva-siddha-vibudhair upagéyamäna- 

karmädbhutaà sva-bhavanaà garuòäsano 'gät 
 

“Upon delivering the King of the elephants from the clutches of the crocodile, and from 

material existence, which resembles a crocodile, the Lord awarded him the status of 

särüpya-mukti. In the presence of the Gandharvas, the Siddhas and the other demigods, 

who were praising the Lord for His wonderful transcendental activities, the Lord, sitting 

Devotee’s 
attitude

1. Desire 2. Blessings 

3. Mistakes 10. Promotion 

9. Care 4. Reactions 

8. Dependent 5. Purification 

7. Unagitated 6. Consistent 
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on the back of His carrier, Garuòa, returned to His all-wonderful abode and took 

Gajendra with Him.” 

 

 Vimokñya: Position of associate of Lord 

A1. Däya-bhäk: Hereditary right to the Lord's mercy, just as a son inherits the 

property of his father 

 

 The impersonalists do not think that the service of the Lord is more valuable than 

serving the poor man or starting a school or hospital. 

Äruhya kåcchreëa paraà padaà tataù patanty adho 'nädåta-yuñmad-aìghrayaù 
  

 “Although the impersonalist rises to the Brahman effulgence and enters into that 

effulgence, he has no engagement in the service of the Lord, and therefore he is again 

attracted to materialistic philanthropic activities.” (SMB 10.2.32) 

 

 Impersonalists say, Brahma satyaà jagan mithyä, "Brahman is real, and the material 

world is false"—they are nonetheless very eager to serve the false material world and 

neglect the service of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

 

SUKADEVA GOSWAMI’S PHALASTUTI (VERSES 14-16) 

 

etan mahä-räja taverito mayä 
kåñëänubhävo gaja-räja-mokñaëam 

svargyaà yaçasyaà kali-kalmañäpahaà 
duùsvapna-näçaà kuru-varya çåëvatäm 

 
“My dear King Parékñit, I have now described the wonderful power of Kåñëa, as displayed 

when the Lord delivered the King of the elephants. O best of the Kuru dynasty, those who 

hear this narration become fit to be promoted to the higher planetary systems. Simply 

because of hearing this narration, they gain a reputation as devotees, they are unaffected by 

the contamination of Kali-yuga, and they never see bad dreams.” (VERSE 14) 

 

1. 4 BENEFITS OF HEARING 

a) Promotion ( to higher planetary systems) 
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b) Repatation ( as devotee) 

c) Immunization ( from contaminations of kaliyuga) 

d) Protection ( from bad dreams) 

yathänukértayanty etac 
chreyas-kämä dvijätayaù 
çucayaù prätar utthäya 

duùsvapnädy-upaçäntaye 
 

“Therefore, after getting up from bed in the morning, those who desire their own welfare—

especially the brähmaëas, kñatriyas, vaiçyas and in particular the brähmaëa Vaiñëavas—

should chant this narration as it is, without deviation, to counteract the troubles of bad 

dreams.” (VERSE 15) 

 

 Every verse in the Vedic literature is a Vedic mantra. 

 Yathänukértayanti: This literature should be presented as it is. 

 Unscrupulous persons, 1. Deviate and 2. Interpret the text 

 One should recite the mantra, 1. As it is, and2. Without deviation, for then one will 

be eligible to rise to the platform of all good fortune 

 Duùsvapna—bad dreams—occur because of sinful activities. Example, if disciple 

sinful -> guru get bad dreams -> guru is so kind that in spite of having bad dreams he 

accepts this troublesome business for the deliverance of the victims of Kali-yuga. 

 After initiation, therefore, a disciple should be extremely careful not to commit again 

any sinful act that might cause difficulties for himself and the spiritual master. 

 Before the Deity, before the fire, before the spiritual master and before the Vaiñëavas, 

the honest disciple promises to refrain from all sinful activity.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE WHOLE MEDITATION (VERSES 17-26) 

 

ye mäà stuvanty anenäìga 
pratibudhya niçätyaye 

teñäà präëätyaye cähaà 
dadämi vipuläà gatim 
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“My dear devotee, unto those who rise from bed at the end of night and offer Me the prayers 

offered by you, I give an eternal residence in the spiritual world at the end of their lives.” 

(VERSE 25) 

çré-çuka uväca 
ity ädiçya håñékeçaù 

prädhmäya jalajottamam 
harñayan vibudhänékam 
äruroha khagädhipam 

 
“Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé continued: After giving this instruction, the Lord, who is known as 

Håñékeça, bugled with His Päïcajanya conchshell, in this way pleasing all the demigods, 

headed by Lord Brahmä. Then He mounted the back of His carrier, Garuòa.” (VERSE 26) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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