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Materialistic person is a person who is entangled by the influence or affected by the
influence of the material nature or the illusory energy of the Lord. And what does the
illusory energy do?
The illusory makes him think that he is the greatest and that is the meaning of material
conditioning. He thinks everyone in this material nature thinks that he is the greatest.
Why? Because his consciousness is projected towards the material nature, which is the
external energy of the Lord, inferior energy of the Lord whereas he is coming from the
superior energy of the Lord. Jiva is coming from the superior nature and material nature
is inferior.

Now although a living entity is minute but because he comes from the superior nature of
the Lord, he thinks that this material nature is meant to lord over. Because whatever he
sees is material, even the living entities, even the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he
sees in a material way. The deity of the Lord he sees as stone or wood or metal. Just a
statue, but I am greater, I am conscious, I am capable of doing so many things. But this
statue, what can he do? It’s just standing there. Some fools have installed him and
worship him. That is the materialistic people’s understanding. They see the greatest
person, he thinks, “Oh, I am greater than him.” It’s only matter of time. Bill Gates, just
give me a few years. I will become bigger than Bill Gates. He thinks he is the most
handsome, most beautiful. He thinks that, he may be the most ugly personality, but he
thinks he is the most handsome and he thinks that everything in this world is meant for
his enjoyment. That is the meaning of the illusory energy of the Lord. On the other hand,
when one takes to Krishna consciousness he begins to see that Krishna is the greatest
and in the light of that he recognizes his position to be absolutely insignificant. And the
more he comes closer to Krishna or the more he becomes Krishna conscious, the more
humble he becomes.
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