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Advancement is not Dependent 
On External Conditions

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

We should never think of our so-called advancement 
as being conditioned by or dependent upon material 
circumstances such as marriage, vänaprastha, or this or 
that. A mature understanding of Krishna consciousness 
means that whatever condition of life I am in at present, 
that is Krishna’s special mercy upon me, therefore let 
me take advantage in the best way possible to spread 
this Krishna consciousness movement and conduct my 
spiritual master‘s mission. If I consider my own personal 
progress or happiness or any other personal thing, that 
is a material consideration.

... One mistake of judgment often made by the 
neophyte devotees is that any time there is some 
disturbance or difficulty they consider that the condi-
tions or the external circumstances under which the 
difficulty took place are the cause of the difficulty 
itself. That is not the fact. In this material world there 
is always some difficulty, no matter in this situation or 
that situation. Therefore simply changing my occupa-
tion or status of life will not help anything. The real 
fact is that if there is any difficulty with others; that is 
due to my lack of Krishna consciousness, not theirs. 
Is this clear? Krishna says that his dearest devotee is 
one who does not put others into difficulty.

... Of course, our occupational duty is as preach-
ers of Krishna consciousness. So we must stick to 
that business under all circumstances. That is the 
main thing. Therefore married, unmarried, or di-
vorced — whatever condition of life — my preach-
ing mission does not depend on these things. ·

— Letter to Madhukara, 4 January 1973.

His Divine Grace A. C.  
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada  

In Bury Place, London
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Who are you, Krishna?
Viñëu-Puräëa, 5.13.1-13

After the pastime of lifting Govardhan hill, 
Indra worshiped Krishna, whose activities are 
completely effortless, and then departed for 
the heavens. Thereafter, remembering that he 
had lifted the hill, the gopas, cowherd people, 
were completely amazed. They lovingly said 
to Krishna, “O extremely virtuous Krishna! O 
adorable Krishna! By lifting Govardhan hill you 
have protected us along with our cows from a 
great impending danger.

O dear Krishna! Your sudden exhibition of 
divine prowess amongst your sweet childhood 
pastimes, that too for the sake of protecting us 
low-born cowherd folk, does not make sense. 
Please tell us what is happening! Previously, 
you tamed the deadly serpent Kaliya in the 
waters of the Yamuna, and then you also slew 
great demons like Dhenukasura. Now, you just 
lifted Govardhan for protecting us. All these 
pastimes have completely bewildered us.

O extremely heroic Krishna! We truly swear by 
the lotus feet of Lord Hari that by seeing these 
exhibitions of great prowess we cannot consider 
you as an ordinary human. O killer of Keshi! All 
of us vrajaväsés, including the women and the 
small children, love you as their very own. How-
ever, whatever activities you are performing are 
impossible even for the demigods!

O Krishna! Your displays of amazing strengths in 
tender childhood, and that too for the sake of the so-
cially detestable gopa caste, puts us in a state of great 
doubt. Therefore, O great one, we are confused. 

Are you a demigod? Or do you belong to the dynasty 
of great asuras like Bali Maharaja and Prahlad? Are 
you one of the Yakshas, or are you a Gandharva? All 
glories to you! Whoever you may be, for us you are 
still our near and dear Krishna.”

After the gopas spoke in this way, the most 
intelligent Krishna stood silent for some time. 
Thereafter, out of love for the vrajaväsés, he 
spoke with affectionate anger:

mat-sambandhena bho gopä, yadi lajjä na jäyate 
çläghyo vähaà tataù kià vo, vicäreëa prayojanam

yadi vo’ sti mayi prétiù, çläghyo’ haà bhavatäm yadi 
tad-ätma-bandhu-sadåçé, buddhir vaù kriyatäà mayi

nähaà devo na gandharvo, na yakço na ca dänavaù, 
ahaà vo bändhavo jäto, naitac-cintyä mito ’nyathä

“O gopas! Do you feel ashamed of being associ-
ated with me? If not, then, considering me as your 
own, please do not glorify me in this way. If you 
really love and admire me, then consider me as 
one of your own. Neither am I a demigod, nor do 
I belong to the dynasty of the powerful asuras. 
I am also not a Gandharva nor a Yaksha. Please 
never consider me as anyone other than your 
intimate village relative.” (Texts 10-12)

Hearing these statements spoken with affectionate 
anger, the vrajaväsés could not say anything and 
they quickly returned to Vrindavana. ·

— Translated by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from the Gita Press 
edition, published by Motilal Jalan, Gorakhpur.

  

Näma-tattva

Seven and Fourteen Delivered

Dvärakä-mähätmya 

atétäù puruñäù sapta bhaviñyäç ca caturdaça 
naras tärayate sarvän kalau kåñëeti-kértanät

[From a conversation between Prahlad and Bali:] 
In Kali-yuga, a person who chants the holy name 
of Krishna delivers seven generations of ancestors 
and fourteen generations of descendants. · 

— Cited in Hari-bhakti-viläsa 11.492. Translated by Kusakratha Das.
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Rules and Devotion

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode

In the second verse of his Upadeçämåta, Srila Rupa 
Goswami warns about six things that are detrimental 
to bhakti, the fourth of which is called niyamägraha. De-
pending on how the word is divided, niyamägraha has 
two meanings: niyama-agraha — neglecting the rules 
and regulations of devotional life; or niyama-ägraha 
— too much attachment to following the rules and 
regulations. In the following discussion, Srila Thakur 
Bhaktivinode is speaking of this second meaning.

In the process of devotional service, the rules 
prescribed for each level are all subordinate to one 
primary regulation, which is given in the Padma 
Puräëa as follows:

smartavyaù satataà viñëur vismartavyo na jätucit 
sarve vidhi-niñedhäù syur etayor eva kiìkaräù

Remembering Krishna is the eternal duty. All other 
prescriptions mentioned in the çästras have arisen 
from this main prescription. Forgetting Krishna is 
never allowed. All other prohibitions mentioned in 
the çästras have arisen from this main prohibition.

Keeping this main prescription in mind while 
advancing, the practitioner should give up his 
attachment for the prescriptions of the previous 
level and accept the prescriptions of the next level. 
Otherwise he will be guilty of niyama-ägraha and 
be weak in reaching the next level. The practitioner 
of devotional service must always remember this 
point. In the conclusion of Hari-bhakti-viläsa a 
special instruction is given in this regard:

kåtyänyetäni tu präyo gåhiëäà dhaninäà satäm 
likhitäni na tu tyakta-parigraha mahätmanäm

The activities written here in Hari-bhakti-viläsa are mostly 
meant for householder devotees who possess sufficient 
wealth. There are no rules written for renunciates.

Although the rules for renunciates are not dealt 
with in this book, renunciates should still follow 
those rules in order to perfect their position. 

The first symptom of one who has attained çraddhä, 
faith, is surrender to the feet of Lord Krishna. That 
surrender is of two types — for the householders and 
for the renunciates. Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa mentions 
only those rules that are meant for householders. 
That is why observances such as Çiva-caturdaçé are 
given therein. The surrendered renunciate should 

follow whichever observances are appropriate 
for renunciates. 

It is said in the Çrémad Bhägavatam (11.18.28), 
the Hari-bhakti-viläsa (20th viläsa), and the Çré-
mad Bhägavatam (11.20.36):

jïäna-niñöho virakto vä mad-bhakto vänapekñakaù 
sa-liìgän äçramäàs tyaktvä cared avidhi-gocaraù

A learned transcendentalist dedicated to the cultivation 
of knowledge and thus detached from external objects, 
or my devotee who is detached even from desire for 
liberation — both neglect those duties based on ex-
ternal rituals or paraphernalia. Thus their conduct is 
beyond the range of rules and regulations.

ekäntitäà gatänäntu çré-kåñëa-caraëäbjayoù 
bhaktiù svataù pravarteta tad vighnaiù kià vratädibhiù

When one becomes a pure devotee of the Lord, 
devotion is spontaneously established in his heart. 
What then is the need to observe rituals that simply 
obstruct one’s devotional service?

na mayy ekänta-bhaktänäà guëa-doñodbhavä guëäù 
sädhünäà sama-cittänäà buddheù param upeyuñäm

Material piety and sin, which arise from the good and 
evil of this world, cannot exist with my unalloyed 
devotees, who, being free from material hankering, 
maintain steady spiritual consciousness in all circum-
stances. Indeed, such devotees have achieved me, the 
Supreme Lord, who am beyond anything that can be 
conceived by material intelligence. ·

— Bhaktivinode Thakur. Çré Bhaktyaloka. Translated by Bhumipati Das. Edit-
ed and Published by Pundarika Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajraj Press. Vrindavan. 1996.
— Sanatan Goswami. Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Edited by Purnaprajna Das. Published by Ras Biharilal & Sons. 2006. Vrindavan. 
— Sanatan Goswami. Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa. Sanskrit with Bengali transla-
tion by Kanailal Adhikari. Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math. Mayapur. 2000.

The Glory of Srila Vrindavan  
Das Thakur’s Writing

The Poet Uddhava Das

Uddhava Das is one of the most famous Gauòéya 
poets. He was born in the village of Tenga Vaidyapur 
in the Mursidabad district of West Bengal. His birth 
name was Krishnakanta Majumdar, and he was a 
disciple of Radhamohan Thakur, one of the great-
grandsons of Srinivas Acharya. 

In the following song, Uddhava Das glorifies the 
writing of Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur. Although 
there are a few other books that are also sometimes 
ascribed to him, it’s generally considered by scholars 
and devotees that Çré Caitanya-bhägavata was the only 
book written by Vrindavan Das. Still, that single work 
is one of the most greatly revered literatures in Gauòéya 
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Vaiñëavism due to its excellence in devotion, writing 
style, and historical accuracy in presenting the life of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. For the vast majority of 
followers of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Çré Caitanya-
bhägavata is considered second in importance only 
to Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami’s Çré Caitanya-
caritämåta. In Cc. ädi 8.34, Kaviraj Goswami has 
compared Vrindavan Das to the great sage Vyasadev, 
the compiler of the Vedic literature.

(Dhänaçé-räga)

dhanya dhanya våndävana däsa 
caitanya maìgala yära kavitva prakäça

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur is the most 
praiseworthy of all glorious persons, his poetic 
ingenuity has manifested Çré Caitanya-maìgala 
[the original name of Caitanya-bhägavata]. 

mahäprabhu lélä rasämåta 
yära gune jagate vidita

Through this book Mahaprabhu’s nectarean 
pastimes became famous throughout the world. 

bälya paugaëòa ädi lélä 
yä çuni daravaye çilä

The ädi-lélä of the book describes Mahaprabhu’s 
childhood, and youth. Hearing these pastimes 
makes even a stone melt. 

avaiñëave vaiñëava karaya 
nästika päñaëòé nähi raya

Through this book, Srila Vrindavan Das has 
made non-devotees into devotees. Even the 
atheists and non-believers cannot remain so. 

ki madhura se lélä kähiné 
mo adhama ki kahite jäni

How beautiful is the description he gives of the 
Lord’s pastimes! How can a fallen wretch like me 
describe what he has written?

emana madhüra itihäsa 
äche ära kothä päba parakäça

Such a sweet history cannot be found anywhere.

yära rasamaya padävalé 
çunile päñäëa yäya gali

The rasa filled songs of Vrindavan Das can 
instantly melt stone-like hearts. 

dayä kara våndävana däsa 
purä o e uddhävera äça

Oh Vrindavan Das! Please be kind to this 
Uddhava Das and fulfill his desire. ·
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Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur
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