
The Result of Aditi's Austerities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Aditi’s sons, the demigods, had thus 

disappeared from heaven and the demons had 

occupied their places, Aditi began lamenting, 

as if she had no protector. After many, many 

days, the great powerful sage Kaśyapa Muni 

arose from a trance of meditation and 

returned home to see the āśrama of Aditi 



neither jubilant nor festive. 

On being enquired by Kaśyapa Muni about 

her moroseness, Aditi said - The demons, our 

formidably powerful enemies, have taken 

away our opulence, our beauty, our fame and 

even our residence. Indeed, we have now 

been exiled, and we are drowning in an ocean 

of trouble. O best of sages, best of all those 

who grant auspicious benedictions, please 

consider our situation and bestow upon my 

sons the benedictions by which they can 

regain what they have lost. 

When Kaśyapa Muni was thus requested by 

Aditi, he slightly smiled and said -  My dear 



Aditi, engage in devotional service to the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the 

master of everything, who can subdue 

everyone’s enemies. The Supreme Personality 

of Godhead, who is very merciful to the poor, 

will fulfill all of your desires, for devotional 

service unto Him is infallible. Any method 

other than devotional service is useless. O 

most fortunate lady, establishing your mind in 

a good spirit, execute the process of payo-

vrata and thus worship the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, Keśava, who is 

inexhaustible. By performing this sacrifice 

one can perform all other sacrifices 



automatically. This is the best process for 

pleasing the transcendental Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, known as 

Adhokṣaja. It is the best of all regulative 

principles, the best austerity, the best process 

of giving charity, and the best process of 

sacrifice. 

After Aditi was thus advised by her husband, 

Kaśyapa Muni, she strictly followed his 

instructions without laziness and in this way 

performed the payo-vrata ritualistic 

ceremony. With full, undiverted attention, 

Aditi thought of the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead and in this way brought under full 



control her mind and senses. 

The original Supreme Personality of 

Godhead, dressed in yellow garments and 

bearing a conchshell, disc, club and lotus in 

His four hands, then appeared before Aditi. 

When the Supreme Personality of Godhead 

became visible to Aditi’s eyes, Aditi was so 

overwhelmed by transcendental bliss that she 

at once stood up and then fell to the ground 

like a rod to offer the Lord her respectful 

obeisances. 

Aditi stood silently with folded hands, unable 

to offer prayers to the Lord. Because of 

transcendental bliss, tears filled her eyes, and 



the hairs on her body stood on end. Because 

she could see the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead face to face, she felt ecstasy, and her 

body trembled. She then began offering her 

prayers to the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead in a faltering voice and with great 

love. 

Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: O King Parīkṣit 

when the lotus-eyed Lord, the Supersoul of 

all living entities, was thus worshiped by 

Aditi, He replied as follows. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: O 

mother of the demigods, I have already 

understood your long-cherished desires for 



the welfare of your sons, who have been 

deprived of all opulences and driven from 

their residence by their enemies.  I can 

understand that you want to regain your sons 

and be together with them to worship Me, 

after defeating the enemies in battle and 

retrieving your abode and opulences. 

O mother of the demigods, in My opinion 

almost all the chiefs of the demons are now 

unconquerable, for they are being protected 

by brāhmaṇas, whom the Supreme Lord 

always favors. Thus the use of power against 

them now will not at all be a source of 

happiness. 



Yet because I have been satisfied by the 

activities of your vow, O goddess Aditi, I 

must find some means to favor you, for 

worship of Me never goes in vain but 

certainly gives the desired result according to 

what one deserves. You have prayed to Me 

and properly worshiped Me by performing 

the great payo-vrata ceremony for the sake of 

protecting your sons. Because of Kaśyapa 

Muni’s austerities, I shall agree to become 

your son and thus protect your other sons. 

Always thinking of Me as being situated 

within the body of your husband, Kaśyapa, 

go worship your husband, who has been 



purified by his austerity. O lady, even if 

someone inquires, you should not disclose 

this fact to anyone. That which is very 

confidential is successful if kept secret. 

Śukadeva Gosvāmī said: After speaking in 

this way, the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead disappeared from that very spot. 

Aditi, having received the extremely valuable 

benediction that the Lord would appear as her 

son, considered herself very successful, and 

with great devotion she approached her 

husband. 

Being situated in a meditational trance, 

Kaśyapa Muni, whose vision is never 



mistaken, could see that a plenary portion of 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead had 

entered within him.  Kaśyapa Muni, whose 

transcendental position was fully absorbed in 

the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 

transferred his potency into the womb of 

Aditi.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


